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A* i7;^ DEBATER; ey 

humeraries, collectively considered, certainly could not be 
deensKd aS: able and as serviceable as tbat part of the coraple- 
ttient of any ship which had been some time cm board, how- 
ever many individuals among the supernumeraries might be 
perfect masters of their professions and able seamen in every 
scrx^ of the word. The custom of manning tjie navy, he told 
the Duke, was not to give a ship her full complement at oince> 
but just before she sailed to perfect her complement by a 
small portion of supernumeraries^ by which means, from the 
various employments on board, all the hands were iihme- 
diaiely useful, and in a very short time the Supernumeraries 
were to the full as serviceable in every point as the rest of 
the crew. 

The Duke of Richmond. I beg leave to return my best 
thanks for your readiness in granting the papers 1 have moved 
for; When ministers have refused information, I have been 
strong in my censures, I am equally eager now to give them 
loerit for their acquiescence. Concealment ever creates dis- 
trust. A willingness to have our. conduct examined fairly 
and freely, is the surest method of obtaining confidence. A 
noble Lord in office has said, that he hoped I did not mean 
to preclude ministers from making such official communica- 
tions as they may tliiak proper. Certainly I do not. I wish 
every information to come voluntarily, and it is only because 
it has been neglected and formerly refused, that I have now, 
as an individual, called for it in this solemn manner. I au- 
gur well from the readiness with which it has been granted. 
I hope it' shews a disposition* to give the nation real informa- 
tion, and I think the nation cannot know the true state of its 
affairs, and not see the necessity of an immediate peace. Peace 
is my only object — Peace with those with whom we are con- 
nected by blood, by habits, by language, by religion, and by 
interest. With them let us f6rm a real family compact. 
This is ourmost natural alliance, which will enable us to re- 
sist all the other family qompacts in the world. 

The Duke of Bolton rose next, and having said a word or 
two in justification of what Lord Sandwich had thrown out 
respecting the nature of supernumeraries, his Grace observed, 
that several of the motions offered to their Lordships by the 
noble Duke near him were exceedingly important; and as 
their view most clearly was to ascertain the present state of the 
navy, he could not but endeavour to supply that deficiency 
which he foresaw they would leave in the information aimed 
at, and which he acknowledged their Lordships in parti. 

F-2 Gular^ 
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cular, and the public at large, ought to be masters of. With 
this intention it was, that he troubled their Lordships with a 
new motion, which was, ' That an address be presented to 
his Majesty, humbly desiring his Majesty to order the proper 
officers to lay before their Lordships a state of the ^^umbef 
and condition of the ships in ordinary/* , 

He further observed, that the noble Earl at the head of the 
admiralty said, that in the course of a year, with the assistance 
of the ships inordinary, we should, in case of a rupture with 
the Houseof Bourbon, be able to equip ninety line of battle 
ships for sea. — He could not say, after all he had heard for 
some years pa'si, in that House, of the formidable state of the 
navy, though strictly true, that it answered his expectations. 
The navy, since the noble Earl came to preside over it, had 
cost the nation enormous sums ; sums unparalleled within • 
like period of a peace-establishment; yet after a twelve- 
month's press, the whole we had for the protection of our 
trade, for home defence, and every kind of miscellaneous ser- 
vice in every part of the globe, by the noble Lord's own ac- 
count, amounted to no more than z^ ships of the line for the 
home defence, and 54 in Asia, Africa, America, and the rest 
of Europe included. The noble Earl told your Lordships, 
almost three years since, that he could send to sea, at three 

, days warning, 20 ships of the line completely manned, and 
fit for actual service ; now, says his Lordship, we have 35 j 
so that all a twelve-month's press has done for us, is to enable 
.us to send to sea, should occasion require, fifteen more ships. 
I can' affirm from my own knowledge, that with a very low 
peace establishment, I think only 8000 seamen, a six months 
press, on the breaking out of the late war, enabled us to send 
80 ships of the line to sea. - Our number upon paper, 1 ^o 
maintain, ought to be 150, not 90, as stated by the noble Earl.' 
To learn what our force in ordinary would be able to afford 
us, on an emergency, I trust the noble Earl will accede to the 
motion now made. ^ 

The Earl oi ^Sandwich strongly objected to this motion as 

' highly improper; the Earl said it would materially, affect the 
- interests of Great Britain, by holding out to its natural ene- 
mies a species of information which they could not by any 
other means obtain, and which it was the duty of the King's 
servants, at all events, to keep from them. It was of no im- 
portance, he observed, how notorious our positive and imme- 
diate naval strength wasybut it was a matter of most serious 
concern to conceal from all mankind how much we had k in 

our 
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his own insufficiency foran tihdertaking which called (or the 
most zealous and energetic language that House was capable 
of expressing itself in. His Lordship observed, an event 
had happened since they last sat there, which ought to give 
every noble Lord present the most heart-felt pleasure ; that 
Was, the birth of a princess, as it was an additional security 
to the Protestant religion, and the enjoyment of those con- 
stitutional rights which were known to be so peculiarly the 
care of the amiable and virtuous sovereign on the throng, 
arid were likely to be transmitted to the latest posterity, 
through his illustrious house. * He then applied himself par- 
ticularly to the contents of the speech, and passed the highest 
encomiums on the humane but firm spirit With which it was 
fraught. He acknowledged his obligations in common witfc 
the officers serving in Americdj for the very gracious testi- 
mony which has been given to their services by their royatl 
master, and the high confideilfce he expressed, in the spirit 
and intrepidity of his forces, both by sea ^nd land* He 
lamented, as a professional man, what a disagreeable situa- 
tion persons serving iii high commands stood in, when ac- 
fcidents, which it was frequently not in the power of the 
greatest military skill or foresight to desfcry or prevent, werfe 
attribiitied to neglett or incapacity. He lamented the fate 
of those brave and able men, who Were thus liable ib sufiFet 
under unjust censures ; and \Vhose absence> in a distant coun- 
try, necessarily prevented thehfi from haVing an opportunity 
to defend themselves* From his bWn knowledge, he could 
affirm, that they were as cfuel as ill founded. It was im- 
possible, at thia distance, to pass a judgment on the opera- 
tions of war; it was injildicious and unfair to estimate their 
propriety by the events. It Was»with particular satisfaction, 
therefore, that he perceived his Majesty and his ministers, 
and he believed a very great majority of the nation, enter- 
tained sentiments of a very different kind. A great deal had 
been already done/considering what great obstacles were to be 
surmounted ; and he had the best founded hope, he said, 
that the issue would be no less prosperous, than the measures 
hitherto adopted were wise, and the execution of them 
honourable and glorious to those to whofn it was entrusted^ 
His Lordship expressed great sorrow for the occasion of 
the war, and the efiusion of hiirhari blood, which was inse- 
parable from ^uch a state ; but he was convinced, how much 
$oever his Majesty, the Pslrliament, and the Nation might 
feel on the occasion, the temper of Amerifj^i made it neces* 
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sary j the people there had been deluded and misled by their 
leaders } and nothing, he feared, would compel them to. re» 
turn to their allegiance, but a continuance of the same de- 
cisive exertions on our part, till we were fully enabled to 
convince them, that as our rights were indisputably supreme, 
so our strength was fully adequate to their full maintenance 
and support. 

He concluded his remarks on the speech, with passing 
great commendations on that humane, gracious, fatherly 
spirit which, he said, it breathed, and the invitation it held 
forth to our deluded colonies, to return to their loyalty and 
their former constitutional connection and attachment to 
this country. His Lordship moved, That an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, to return his Majesty- the 
thanks of this House, for his most gracious speech from the 
throne. 

With hearts deeply interested in every event which tends 
to increase his Majesty's domestic felicity, and impressed 
with the liveliest sentiments of duty and attachment to the« 
Queen, to offer to his Majesty the congratulations of his 
faithful Commons, on the birth of another princess, and on 
her Majesty's happy recovery. 

To assure his Majesty, that we take a sincere part in the 
confidence which, his Majesty expresses, that the conduct 
and courage of his officers, and the spirit and Intrepidity of 
his^ forces, both by sea and land, will, under the Divine 
Providence, be attended with important success; but at the 
same time we entirely concur with his Majesty, in thinking 
that It is necessary to prepare for such further operations, as 
future events^ and the contingencies of the war may render 
e;(pedient ; and that we learn with much satisfaction, that 
his Majesty is for that purpose pursuing the proper measures, 
fpr keeping his land forces complete to their present establish- 
ment; and that, whenever his Majesty shall be pleased 
to communicate to this House any new engagements, which 
he may have entered into for increasing his military force, 
we will take the same into our consideration ; and we trust 
his Majesty will not be disappointed in the gracious senti- 
ments, which he entertains of the zeal and public spirit of 
this House. 

To declare, that we are truly sensible, that his Majesty's 
constant care for the welfare of his people, and his generojLis 
concern for the hs^ppiness of mankind, dispose his Majesty 
to desire that tfee peace of Europe may not be disturbed j 

but 
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but that we acknowledge with equal gratitude his Majesty's 
attention to the security of his kingdoms, and the protection 
of the extensive commerce of his subjects, in his having 
made a considerable augmentation to his naval force, on 
Which the reputation and importance of this nation must ever 
principally depend ; and we hear with the highest satisfac- 
tion, and rely with perfect confidence on his royal declara* 
tion, that he will always be the faithful guardian of the 
honour of the British crown. 

To assure his Majesty, that we will, without delay, chear- 
fully concur in all such expences as shall be found necessary 
for the welfare and essential interests of these kingdoms, and 
for the vigorous prosecution of the measures in which we 
are engaged, for the re-establishment of that constitutional 
subordination, which, we trust, with the blessing of G^, 
his Majesty will be able to maintain through the several parts 
of his dominions. 

That we acknowledge, with equal gratitude and admira- 
tion, his Majesty's paternal declaration, that he will be ever 
watchful for an opportunity of putting a stop to the effusion 
of the blood of his subjects, and the calamities of war. 

That we cannot but still entertain a hope, that a discern- 
ment ©f their true interests, the remembrance of the bless- . 
ings they once enjoyed, and the sense of their present suf- 
ferings under the arbitrary tyranny of their leaders, will 
induce the deluded and unhappy multitude to return to their 
allegiance, and will re-animate their hearts with a spirit of 
loyalty to their sovereign, and of attachment to their mother 
country. 

That the gracious and condescending manner in which his 
Majesty expresses his desire that he may be enabled to restore 
peace, order, and confidence to his American colonies, can- 
not fail <5f endearing him to the hearts of all his subjects ; 
and to assure his Majesty, that, when this great work can 
be ac^mplished, and settled on the true principles of the 
constitution, his Majesty may depend on the n^ost zealous 
concurrence and support of this House, 

The Eafl of Chesterjield seconded the motion, in a few 
words. He heartily agreed with what had been urged by the 
noble Lord who moved it. He was persuaded that the in- . 
cfease'of the present royal family was the best security for 
the Protestant religion, and the preservation of the constitu- 
tional liberties of this country. He said, our commanders in 
America, both by sea and land, were entitled to our highest 
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confidence and thanks, and he made no doijbt that their mi^ 
litary skill, and the native bravery, intrepidity, and disci* 
pline of the troops, would in the end prevail. He lamented 
the occasion of employing them ; but, he observed, it be- 
came necessary : he should therefore give his hearty con« 
Currence to the address, ^s moved by the noble Lord. 

The Earl of Coventry. I have frequently, gilmost as of- 
ten as the question has recurred, given my opinipn of the 
impolicy of coercing America. I mean, in any or either 
event, practicable or impracticable : and I am sorry that 
the means employed, as far as they have come to thq 
knowledge of this House, have been so many fresh confir- 
mations tha^ I l^ave not been mistaken. Not a noble Lord 
in this House is morp firmly persu^d^d than myself, that the 
supreme dominion and contrdul over every part ar^d depen- 
dency of this empire, is ultimately lodged ii^ this legisl?* 
ture. The very essence and being of government require 
such a supremacy to be lodged somewhere ; and it can hard- 
ly' be seriously asserted, that the controul necessary to carry 
Qn the pqrpos^s of ciyil government, can be either divided 
or vested elsewhere. This supreme power> I do venture to 
affirm, pervades every part of the British dominions ; but, 
while I contend for this, I am equally convinced of the ab- 
surdity of exerting it at first, and the still greater folly of 
persevering in a conduct which, I fear, will sooner or later 
J^rove the destruction of this country. I now recommend 
vhat I have frequer^tly before urged to your Lordships, to 
consider this country and America, not what they are, but 
what they must be. Observe the iscale both coi^ntries are 
l^d down upon ; consider the very different stated they are, 
however slowly, approaching to. Attend to the vast extent 
of one, and the diminutive figure of Britain ; to their do- 
mestic situations 5 to the increase of population in one, and 
the inevital^le decline of it in the other ; the luxury, dissipa- 
tion, ?ln4 all their ^oncomitant effects in this country* and 
tije frugality, industry, and consequent wise policy of Ame- 
rica. These, my Lords, were the main grounds on which I 
presumed to trouble you from time to time on this subject. 
I foresaw then^ as I continue to do stilly that a period must 
arrive, when America would render herself independent ;' 
that this country would fall, and the scat of empire be re- 
moved beyond tHe Atlantic : na,y^ my Lords, so firmly peir- 
suadpd am I of the event^ that I always held it as a certain 

■•'■■■■■•" •■••.' ...■.; . . ^.^^ 
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and natural consequence of the connection between both 
countries. 

I therefore always wished, that that day should be post- 
poned, as far as the causes I have mentioned could possibly 
admit of ; for as surely, and as long »is the grass continues 
to grow, or the smoke to ascend, the s^ame causes will pro- 
duce similar effects. As in the physical world they are 
uniform, so in the political they are no less certain. This 
will, 1 presume, account for the motives which have hither* 
to determined my conduct. 

I should, my Lords, be very sorry to be misunderstood, 
as if I desired to accelerate the independence of America, 
on account of its unimportance to this country ; nothing 
can be, or ever was further from my thoughts ; I know its 
value too well ; I wished for the farther enjoyment of it, till 
I perceived that such an expectation was founded in e:rror ; 
that moment arrived, the instant the question relative to 
the right was agitated, or at least persisted in, so as to lay 
a foundation for measures of coercion, so long as we could 
have held America as a dependencyy acknowledging spon- 
taneously her subordination and political obedience to this 
country, America was worth retaining ; when that friendly 
tie was broken, we should have endeavoured to conciliate 5 
and if that did not succeed, then have proclaimed her inde- 
pendent, and brought over as friends and allies those whom 
a contrary conduct would of necessity have made our most 
inveterate and powerful enemies. 

But, my Lords, besides those general reasons, whjch I 
have several times submitted to your consideration, others 
have since arisen, that give, in my opinion, additional 
weight to my former arguments ; the chief of which is, iht 
immediate impracticability and danger of the measures now 
pursuing ; the imminent peril of not only the premature loss 
of our colonies, but, what I think infinitely more important, 
the destruction of this country; the precipitiiting us into 
that ruin which could not be effected but by the slow pro- 
gressive operations of those political causes, which I have 
now alluded to ; causes which must,' in all human probabi- 
lity, have taken place, at some very remote and distafit 
period. Let your Lordships advert seriously to the true state 
of this country ; the critical situation of affairs in America ; 
the disposition of foreign powers ; their ability and inclinar 
tion to annoy us ; the uncertainty of military events, and . 
the numerous difficulties attending the carrying on a war at 

B 4 V!x^ 
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such a distance ; in short, the manifold great obstructions, 
both natural and artiScial, this nation has to contend with ; 
and I much doubt but your Lordships will be strongly in- 
clined to look forward to the very alarming and serious con- 
sequences, a perseverance such as that now recommended 
from the throne, may,* nay I fear must, be productive of. 
For my part, I see nothing but ruin before us, should the)L 
be adopted. Though late, I think it is better to sit down 
with our present loss, than continue to multiply those perils 
which surround us on every side. I think the only measure 
which promises even a temporary preservation, is to with- 
draw our fleets and armies ; and, by making a virtue of ne- 
cessity, declare America independent. 

These, my Lords, being my declared sentiments from the 
beginning, it cannot be supposed that I will give my con^ 
currence to any vote for the further prosecuting this ruinous, 
ma^, destructive war : I have risen therefore, my Lords, to 
give my direct negative 19 the address now movecL 

The Earl of Chatham^ My Lords, I most chearfully agree 
with the first paragraph of the address moved by the noble 
£ord. I would even go prostrate myself at the foot of the 
throne, were it necessary, to testify my joy at any event 
which may promise to add to the domestic felicity of my 
sovereign, at any thing which may seem to give a farther 
security to the permanent enjoyment of the religious and 
civil rights of my^ fellow-subjects ; but while I do this, I 
must at the same time express my strongest disapprobation 
of the addres€, and the fatal measures which it approves. 
My^Lords, it was customary for the King, on similar occa- 
sions, not to lead Parliament, but to be guided by it. It was 
usual, 1 say, ray Lords, to ask the advice of this House, the 
hereditary great council otthe nation, not to dictate to it. 
My Lords, what does this speech say ? It tells you of mea- 
sures already agreed upon, and very cavalierly desires your 
concurrence. It indeed talks of wisdom apd support ; it 
counts on the certainty of events yet in the womb of time ; 
but in point of.plan and design it is peremptory and dictatorial. 
is this a proper language to he used to your J^rdships ? Is 
|his a language fit to be endured ? Is this high pretension to 
oyer-ruie the dispositions of Providence itself, zind the will 
and judgment of Parliament, justified by any forpier con- 
duct or precederjit prediction? No^. my Lords, it is the 
janijju^e of an ill-founded confidence ; a confidence, my 
tbrds, I will be bold to. say, siipportied hitherto only by a 
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succession of disappointments, disgraces, and defeats. I am 
astonished how any minister dare advise Iiis Majesty to hold 
such a language to your Lordships. I would be glad to see 
the minister that dare avow it in his place. What is th^ 
import of this extraordinary application? What, but aa 
unlimited confidence in those who have liitherto misguided, 
deceived, and misled you ? It is, I maintain, unlimited ; 
it desire* you to grant, not what you may be satisfied is ne- 
cessary, but what his Majesty's ministers may choose to think 
so : troops, fleets, treaties, and subsidies, not yet revealed. 
Should your Lordships agree to the present address, you will 
stand pledged to all this ; you cannot retreat ; it binds yoi» 
to the consequences, be they what tliey may. 

My Lords, whoever gave this pernicious counsel to the 
King, ought to be made answerable to this House, and to 
the Nation at large, for the consequences. The precedent is 
dangerous and unconstitutional. Who, I say, has had the 
temerity to tell the Kiiig, that his affairs are in a prosperous 
condition ? and who, of course, is the author of those as- 
surances, which are this day given you, in order to mislead 
you ? 

My Lords, what is the present state of this nation? It 
is big with difficulty and danger; it is full of the most de- 
structive circumstances: 1 say, my Lords, it is truly peri- 
lous. What are these little islands. Great Britain and Ire- 
land ? What is your defence ? Nothing. .What is the 
condition of your formidable and inveterate enemies, the 
two leading branches of the house of Bourbon ? They have 
a formidable navy ; I say, ray Lords, their intentions arc 
hostile. I know it. Their coasts are lined with troops, 
from the furthermost part of the coast of Spain up to Dun- 
kirk. What have you to oppose them ? Not nve thousand 
men in this island ; nor more in Ireland ; nor above twenty 
fthips of the line> manned and fit for service. My Lords, 
without peace, without an immediate restoration of tran- 
quillity, this nation is ruined. What has been the conduct 
of your ministers ? How have they endeavoured to conci- 
liate the affection and obedience of their American brethren ?• 
They have gone to Germany ; they have sought the alliance 
and assistance of every pitiful, beggarly, insignificant, paltry- 
German prince, to cut the throats of their loyal, brave, 
and injured brethren in America. They have entered into 
mercenary treaties with those human butchers, for the pur- 
chase and: sale of human b^ood^ But, my Lords^ this i& ivCA. 
6 A\> 
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all ; they have entered into other treaties. They have let 
the savages of America loose upon their innocent inoffending^ 
brtthren ; loose upon the weak, the aged, and defenceless ; 
on old men, women, and children ; upon the very babes 
«ppn the breast, to be cut, mangled, sacrificed, broiled, 
joasted, nay, to be literally eat. These, my J^ords, are 
the allies Great Britain now has ; carnage, desolation, and 
destruction, wherever her arms are carried, is her newly 
adopted mode of making war. Our ministers have made 
alliances at the German shambles ; and with the barbarians 
of America, with the merciless torturers of their species : 
where they will next apply, I cannot tell ; for my part, I 
should not be surprised if their next league was with the King^ 
of the Gypsies, having already scoured all Germany and 
America, to seek the assistance of canibals and butchers. 
The arms of this country are disgraced, even in victory, as 
well as defeat. Is this consistent, my Lords, with any part 
of our, former conduct ? Was it by means like these we 
airived at that pinnacle of fame and grandeur, which, while 
it established our reputation in every quarter of the globe, 
gave the fullest testimony of our justice, mercy, and national 
integrity. Was it by the tomohawk and scalping-knife, that 
British valour and humanity became in a manner proverbial ; 
and the honours of war, and the eciai of conquest, became 
but matters of secondary praise, when compared to those of 
national humanity, and national honour i^ Was it by setting 
loose the savages of America, to embrue their hands in the 
blood of our enemies, that the duties of the soldier, the citi- 
zen, and the man, came to be united ? Is this honourable 
warfare, my Lords ? Does it correspond with the language 
of the poet — '* The pride, pomp and circumstance of gl- 
rious war, that makes ambition virtue." 

No, my Lords, if success is ever to attend the British 
arms, Britain must recur to her former means of conquest. 
America will never submit to be slaughtered by foreign mer- 
cenaries* If any thing is to be effected, it must be by Bri- 
tish levies, and British valour. In such a cause, should the 
raising of British troops become necessary, I should chear- 
fully co-operate. I would, my. Lords, sell my shirt off my 
back to assist in proper measures, properly and wisely conduct- 
ed ; but I would not part with a single shilling to the present 
ministers. Their plans are founded in destruction and dis* 
grace; It is, my Lords, a ruinous and destructive war ; it is 
62H of danger ; it teems with disgrace, and must end in nrin. 

Our 
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Our coasts ar6 daily insulted; our seas are torn with Ameri- 
can privateers ; we are destitute of protection ; and we have 
lost the port of Lisbon, the only safe resort of our fleets, 
jhips of war, and merchant-men. Should France and Spain 
throw off the mask, and declare against us ; should we conti- 
nue to prosecute the same destructive system we have been 
now for the three last years unhappily and madly engaged in, 
that truly alarming event cannot be far distant. Those pow- 
ers yill most inevitably profit of our want of wisdom, if we 
3o not immediately prevent it. The moment i^ critical, our 
situation is perilous, and we jshould trust as little as possible to 
events, which, according to every probable appearance^ arc 
more likely to make against, than for us. 

My Lords, the house of Bourbon is ready to brjeak \yith us ; 
they abet the cause of our subjects. Now is the time, my 
Lords, in which only we shall have it in our power to treat 
with America. France and Spain have done a great deal ; 
but they hav^ declined tg do all that America Iws desired. 
America is in an ill humour ; it may now be detached from 
ij:s connections with those powers, if reasonable terms of ac- 
commodation ^re held o|it to them ; if not, the opportunity 
will be lost ; jan opportunity, I will venture to say, we shall . 
never again have. But your Lordships will ask, supposing 
we were willing to treat, is America equally well inclined ? 
To this 1 shall generally answer, that I think the political 
connection and superiority of this country with and over Ame- 
rica is indissoluble and indisputable. I think this empire to be 
entire, but the peculiar rights, privileges, and immunities of its 
several constituent parts, to be sacred and inviolable; I was con- 
sjequently against any express parliamentary avowal of that 
right, because I thought it impolitic and unnecessary, [Hii 
Lordship alluded to the^declaratory law;] but as to America, 
^nd its views of independency, I must own, I always looked 
upon that country to be as much a part of Great Britain, to 
every purpose but that of taxation, as Devonshire, Surry, 
or Middlesex. When I say this, I would be perfectly and 
clearly understood tp reserve the colonies their municipal 
rights ', the preservation of their charters ; and^ above allj 
the right of taxing themselves ; for, without this last right, 
T can never be brought to believe that America will return 
to its former state ; or if it should, that the colonies would 
have, in truth, any thing they could justly call their own. . I 
would have your Lordships consider what this unlimited ^ 
claim of taxation goes to, that a venal herd, at tbx^e. vVtf^>- 
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sand miles distance, assume to themselves the power of dis- 
posing of the fortunes and estates of a people, whose temper, 
abilities, and dispositions, whose waists, grievances, or mate- 
rial interests, they are totally ignoraht of. There kre many 
men of property in America ; and tof landed property too. 
Mr. Washington, who now corpmaVds what fs^called this 
night the rebel forces, is worth five thousand pounds a year; 
there are many others, men of considerable fortynes, sense, 
and understanding. Can it be believed, is it natural to ex- 
pect, that such men of native weight, abilities, and conse- 
quence, will ever acknov^edge a right of taxation, which 
would subject their property to the arbitrary controul and 
disposition of persons with whom they are totally unacquaint- 
ed and unconnected ? The idea is absurd. The Americans 
are a wise, industrious, and prudent people. They possess 
too much good sense, and too much spirit, ever to submit to 
hold their properties on so precarious and disgraceful a tenure. 
They s6e us, besides, immersed in luxury, dissipation, vena- 
lity, and corruption ; they perceive, that if even they were 
willing to contribute, to what purposes their contributions 
would be applied ; to nothing but the extinction of public 
and private virtue there, as has already been the case here. 
The idea of taxation, my Lords, I think, therefore, both 
unjust and impracticable ; but the great bond of union, the 
only tax we should or ought to expect from them, that deriv- 
ed from their trade, must be secured. I will never consent 
to the American claims of sovereignty. If there be any in 
this House who contend for it, I disclaim all connections with 
them. I shall be ever for securing the constitutional depen- 
dency of the colonies on this country ; and it is principally 
with that view I make the present motion, which is solely di- 
rected to that point. An. opening now presentis itself. I 
would wish your Lbrdships to embrace it. I mean to pro- 
pose a cessation of hostilities, as the first step towards so de- 
sirable a Avork. If your Lordships should approve of it, I 
mean to follow it with a proposition for appointing a Com- 
mittee to consider of such immediate measuries as may em- 
power the Crown to send commissioners, vested with certain 
powers, to treat on specific terms : and if America should 
prove deaf to all reasonable overtures on our part, in which, 
as the basis of the whole, the preservation of the' act of navi- 
^tion should be one ; then it will remain with your Lord- 
ships to consider of the properest measures to conipelthem to 
9 performance of that duty, which they would, by so ymna- 
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tural a conduct, most unjustly withhold. 1 think I might 
safely pledge myself that such an offer would not fail to suc- 
ceed. I know that faction reigns in some pait of America^ 
and that, probably, some who compose that faction look for 
independency and nothing else. I know too that the middte 
colonies are more temperate, and that they, and those to 
the southward, if they had. the security now mentioned^ 
would gladly return to-their former state. Many other oh- ' 
jections may be raised against such a plan. It may be said« 
who shall o&r) and where will be the security on either hana 
for a faithful performance, should the troops be withdrawn, or 
the levies disbanded? To this I answer, not by any declarations 
of right here, or assertions of it there, but barely by operative 
acts here, consented to, acknowledged and ratified by the se« 
veral assemblies in America. These are tny ideas, founded^ 
I believe, on a thorough knowledge of the people of that 
country. I know that the war you arc carrying on there is 
a ruinous one, and totally impracticable* I know, if you 
should determine to prosecute it, you must raise home levies; 
for I am persuaded that the colonies will never consent to 
treat with you, nor submit, while there is a single foreign 
troop in your service. His Lordship then moved the fol« 
lowing amendment : 

^* That this House does most humbly advise and supplicate 
his Majesty, to be pleased to cause the most speedy and ef- 
fectual measures to be taken for restoring peace in America^ 
and that no tim^ may be lost in proposing an immediate ces-» 
sation of hostilities there, in order to the opening a treaty for 
the final settlement of the tranquillity of those invaluable pra- 
vinces, by a removal of the unhapp^ causes of this ruinous 
civil war, and by a just and adequate security Sigainst a retttrn 
of the like calamities in times to come. And this House de- 
sires to offer the most dutiful assurance to his Majesty, that 
they will in due time chearfully co-operate with the magnani- 
mity and tender goodness of his Majesty, for the preservation 
of his people, by such explicit and most solemn declarations 
and provisions of fundamental and irrevocable laws, as may 
be judged necessary for asceruining and fixing for ever the 
respective rights of Great Britain and her colonies." 

The Earl of Sandwich. I am persuaded of the great talents 
of the noble Earl, who has now presented you with so alaran- 
ing a state of our public afiairs^ I know his powers of ora^ 
tory are universally acknowledged, and that with great jus- 
tice* This nation owes him very signal obligations, as a se- 
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nator and a statesman ; but, with all possible defereftcc fof 
the noble Lord's abilities and opinions, notwithstanding eve- 
ry advantage of knowledge and experience, notwithstanding^ 
the noble Lord's amazing powers of oratory, I very freely 
confess^ that I ciannot agree with his Lordship in a single ar- 
gument he has urged in support of his amendment* Oratory 
is one thing, my Lords, and truth, reason, and conviction 
another. When th^ matter the noble Earl has urged this 
night is separated ffom the manner and oratoric powers which 
has accompanied it, it will most certainly be found to contain 
nothing that can induce your Lordships to dissent from the 
address now moved. It is, in my apprehension, though urged 
with all possible plausibility, totally destitute of any thing 
which, bears the resemblance of argument. The noble Lord 
has, I presume, been much misinformed ; otherwise he would 
never have asserted what I know myself to be unsupported 
by fadt* I do not impute to his Lordship any intentional 
design to mislead ; but speaking of matters within my own 
knowledge, I hope his Lordship will excuse me for dissent- 
ing from himj and endeavouring to set the House right oh 
facts, which j if not contradicted, might be presumed to be 
truei I should not have^ indeed, troubled your Lordships, if 
1 had not looked upon myself specially called upon to explain 
what must have come under my own cognizance, in my offi- 
cial situation, as presiding at the naval department. It is rather 
a disagreeable task. There may be many strangers and fo- 
reiguers present ; and what passes here this night, in discharge 
of my duty, as an official man, may b6 wafted by the next 
post to the continent ; but the noble Lord's aissenions call for 
explanations on my part. Lest, therefore, the public should 
be misled, or that it should get out into the world, that the 
Jioble Earl's confident assertions, respecting our navyy are 
just, I shall crave your Lordships indulgence for entering a 
httle more than usual into detail. 

I do not, my Lords, mean to controvert his Lordship's 
facts on mere memory ; I speak from papers now in my hand, 
from authorities not to be contradicted. The noble Earl 
asserts, that the whole of our naval home-defence does hot 
amount to twenty ships of thie line fit for the sea, [^Contra" 
dieted,^ I mean, that we had not twenty ships of the line 
manned for actual service: I think, I. report his Lordship's 
words accurately. [Again contradicted^ I understood the 
noble Lord in that serjse : but supposing the fact to be as 
now explained, that we had not above twenty ships of the 
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line fit for service, it will equally answer the purposes of m^ 
krgxiih^tit. I tell the noble Earl, that he has been misin-^ 
formfed ; and that he should not again cre^t those who hav^ 
ill this instance so grossly deceived him. I have the list now 
before me ; and I will venture to assure him that we have 
double that number. We have now forty-two ships of th^ 
line in commission, in Great Britain ; thirty-five of which 
are completely manned, and ready for sea at a moment's 
warning. When I say this, I wotild i^ish to Speak accu- 
rately, and submit the whole to your Lordships judgment. 
These thirty -five ships, when their complements are full, 
require 20,8^0 men, seamen and marines iiicfltided. Oi 
this number, 18,240 are actually shipped, and the temainder 
are ready as soon as called for. The deficiency is composed 
of 2035 marines and 600 seamen, who are now at the seve- 
ral ports. The marines are on sfiore, on purpose to improve 
them in disciplfne, and the use of arms ; two-thirds of therti 
being nearly composed of "recruits ; the 600 seamen are dis- 
tributed aboard the other seven ships, whose complements ar6 
tiot yet formed. Those seven ships will require 4000 sea- 
meli and marines, in the proportion of 700 marine^ to 3300 
seamen. Of the seamen, there are 900 already on board 
those seven ships; so that of the forty-two ships of the line 
in commission, all sound, provided, and well-found, there 
are 2400 seamen and 7OO marines Wanting. The former 
can be procured at a very short notice, by the means of a 
press, or on an emergency, recalling the protections now out, 
aftd other justifiable means, should the exigencies of the times 
make such exertions necessary ; and as to the marines, they 
could be completed by recruits, as iti the instance before- 
mentioned. This information is supported by documents 
not to be disputed. The noble Earl seems to doubt of our 
state of preparation against any sudden attack in America: 
As to that, I can inform his Lordship, that our whole force 
serving under Lord Howe consists of ninety-three ships and 
vessels- of war ; six of these are of the line of battle; besides 
which, there are eighty. seven frigates, sloops, and vessels of 
force. The noble Earl has dwelt greatly on the ravages and 
insults of the American privateefrs, both in America and on 
our own coasts. As to the first, the best answer will be, the 
great number of rebel vessels our ships on the American sta- 
tion have taken, and the very few losses we have sustained in 
those seas ; and as to the latter, the number of frigates and 
armed vessels which were requisite for carrying on the naval 

opera- 
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operations under Lord Howe, I acknowledge stript us of our 
frigates : but care has been taken since to rtm&dy that evil 
and replace them. Thirty -four frigates and smaller vessels 
were beforein commission^ and employed on different services ; 
ten have been built in the King's yards since^ thirty in priv^e" 
ones, besides twenty that have been purchased froni the mer- 
chants, or are retained and paid as vessels of force ; making 
in the whole between ninety and a; hundred. From these 
facts, I do venture not only to contend that the noble Earl 
has been grossly deceived, but that we have a naval force now 
i^e^dy for sea^ should France and Spain entertain any hostile 
disposition towards us; much superior to any they can muster, 
I believe they have not any such intention : but should the 
Worst happen, I am persuaded, from my own certain know- 
ledge, that they have nothing able to cope with us in Europe,' 
as our whole force how St for, or on actual service, con« 
sists of fifty-four ships of the line, and upwards of two hun- 
dred frigates, sloops, &c. 

The noble Earl asked, after giving an account of the de- 
plorable state of our navy, with what justice I leive with, 
your Lordships now to determine, where is the man of repu- 
tation in his profeflion would stake his credit on any naval 
force we are able to send out ? I will answer his Lordship, 
thSit there is such a man [Admiral Keppel] to be found, who 
knows the present state of the navy, and is ready to stake 
his credit on the issue, and willing to meet the enemies of 
this country, if any such there be — as brave, gallant, an<i 
experienced an officer, as respectably connected, and as no- 
bly allied, as any in the service ; a man in whom the noble 
Lord himself would wish to confide, and of whofn he enter- 
tains the most exalted opinion* 

The noble Lord says, we have lost the port of Lisbon, and 
that Portugal is no longer our ally^: this information, I must 
confess, is totally new to me. I know, by the last return I 
have had from thence, the Invincible, a seventy-four gun 
ship, was in that port ; and unless his Lordship has had some 
secret account, that she has been either lost or taken by an 
American privateer, I can hardly credit that we have lost 
the port of Lisbon. As to the other point, on which I pre- 
sume his Lordship meant seriously to support the assertion, t 
can answer his Lordship, that the Portuguese court has re- 
peatedly given us the fullest assurances of their friendly dis- 
position ; have expressed an abhorrence of the unnatural con- 
duct of our rebellious subjects j and as a further proof of the 
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sincerity of their declarations, have forbid them to entet 
their ports ; nay more, have confiscated one of their vessels 
for having endeavoured to disobey the proclamation, which 
]ast circumstance excited the resentment of the rebels so 
much, that one of their privateers, by way of reprisal, made a 
capture of a Portuguese merchant-man, richly laden. 

My Lords, from what I have now submitted to you, I am 
authorised to affirm, that our navy is more than a match for 
that of the whole house of Bourbon. I am not ashamed to say 
it, nor shew my front on the occasion. There are many fronts 
in this House, I perceive, \_Looking over the way^ which seem 
now to be spread with joy and gladness 5 but I believe the 
time is not far off, when they will wear a very different 
aspect. I trust, we shall shortly hear intelligence from Gene- 
ral Howe, that will occasion that change, I should, my 
Lords, be extremely sorry, as presiding at the admiralty- 
boards if I permitted at any time the French and Spanish 
navy united, to be superior to the navy of this country; \ 
should, indeed, be wanting in the discharge of my duty. , 
The noble Earl, who moved the amendment, affirms, that 
those powers bear hostile dispositions towards us ; and have 
given the fullest proofs of it by the underhand assistance they 
have afforded our rebellious subjects. I have strong reasons 
to believe the contrary ; but supposing it to be true, would 
the noble Lord, under such circumstances of peril and di- 
stress, as he represents the affairs of this country to be in, 
precipitate us into a war with those powers? I hope not. 
The truth is, we have, from time to time, pressed the court 
of France on the illicit trade carrying on in their ports with 
our rebellious subjects ^ and when it became necessary to be 
more explicit, made the strongest remonstrances ; the conse- 
quence of which was, that immediate orders were issued, for- 
bidding any American privateers to enter their ports with 
prizes. These orders have been strictly complied with .hi- 
therto. Two prizes were reclaimedj and recovered under 
the ordinance. It is not improbable, that some very unjusti- 
fiable transactions may have taken place, under a kind of 
connivance ; but though it w^re so, no friend to his country 
would wish to embroil us. But a time may come, when a 
full reparation may be obtained, for any injurious treatment 
we may have received from either France or Spain. 

I cannot agree with the noble Lord's amendment on many 
accounts. What does it propose ? Terms, in my opinion, 
the most extravagant and disgraceful ; to lay down your 
arms, and submit to your rebellious subjects. 1% vVx's* -^ 
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language befitting the mouth of that great minister, who di- 
rected our victorious fleets and armies to every quarter of the 
globe ? Would he recommend to us to disarm, and sue for 
. peace to the Congress, or the rebel General ? [Here, as in 
the preceding sentence, he was desired to advert to the words 
of the mdtion, which were not for laying down our arms, or 
withdrawing our troops, but merely for a cessation of hosti- 
lities.] But take it in, this way, my Lords, how can you 
treat with those as subjects, who look upon themselves as a 
sovereign state, and claim iqdependency ? I readily accede to 
what the noble Earl said, relative to his own sentiments of 
what appeared to him a just ground of conciliation \ but 
will the people of America agree with his Lordship on those 
fundamental grounds^ the sovereignty of this country, and 
the act of navigation? I dare say, his Lordship's most san- 
guine expectations do not go so high. It is a way of think- 
ing very different from the majority of those who will this 
day vote with his Lordship. 

To conclude, my Lords, I am happy in having an oppor- 
tunity of setting his Lordship right. I am happy to have it 
in my power to inform your Lordships of the very respect- 
able state of our naval home-defence; and that it should be 
generally known, that we have nothing to dread from France: 
and Spain, but will be at full liberty to prosecute this war to 
a fair, honourable, and happy issue. I sincerely approve of 
the proposed address, in all its parts, and am as heartily 
against any measures of procrastination or delay, which the 
amendment certainly would effect, if agreed to. 

It was the misfortune, in the beginning of this^ disagree^ 
able contest,, to adopt a mistaken' lenity, to act timidly, to be 
too apprehensive that the nation would not readily concur, or 
be satisfied of the necessity of afting timely and vigorously,^ 
If my advice had been taken three years ago, we had not been 
in this situation now. 1 was for sending a proper force at 
first ; but one opposed it with one sort of reason ; another, 
with another — plausible, indeed, but futile and delusive. 
Those apprehensions were ill founded ; the mischiefs they 
occasioned are acknowledged,and will,,! trust, henceforward 
be avoided. I have the most confident hopes, that the first 
accounts from America will be favourable \^ and that th^ most" 
sure and certain means of ensuring a happy termination to- 
the present rebellion, will be, by a perseverance in the mea- 
sures recommended from the throne. 

The Earl of Abingdon. Onhabituated as I am to public 
speaking,and the formalities of parliamentary debate, I should, 
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in any other times but these, content my self with asilent sanc- 
tion to this day's motion of the great and noble Earl : but, 
my Lords, our danger is much^ and our sensibility very little. 
We have been misadvised, misled^ and deceived; thenatioii 
has been made to destroy itself, and, like the vulture, to prey 
on its own vitals, perhaps as an intended punishment by those 
who brought it into this state, for past offences; but a day of 
enquiry must come. In the mean, time, let us embrace the 
sage counsel of that great statesman, by whose counsels tkis 
country has been already raised from despair to glory. His 
doctrine is for fundamental and irrevocable laws, and not for 
acts of Parliament, destructive of fundamental and irrevo- 
cable laws. Such acts are the laws of tyrants, and not the 
acts of a free atKl limited government. The legislature of 
this country cannot deprive America of life, liberty, and 
property ; and yet all this, in subversion of our constitution, 
is attempted. But, my Lords, these laws must be repealed. 
They must be repealed, whether America be lost to this 
country or hot : they are like Draco's laws, written in bloody 
and wiH make savages of our posterity, if not blotted out. 
The present motion is fot peace, obtain it if you can, 1 fear 
\ve have already clinched the nail of our ruin ; but any thing 
is better than the present nefslrious system ^ My Lords, I 
win not trouble you any longer ; this motion meets with my 
most hearty doncurrence^ 

The Lord Wyc9mb€, [Earl of Shelbume.] It is with asto^ 
iiishment I behold the conduct of ministers ; I mean a perse- 
verance in the same contemptuous treatment of this House, 
the having the presumption to face the great hereditary council 
bf the nation^ without a tittle of information, or a single sctap 
of paper, to induce you to concur with them in the blind de-^ 
StruSive measures they now propose. It is true, the noble 
Earl at the head of an hfgh official department^ has entertained 
ys with some curious memorandums ; but of what, my Lords ? 
What he is, pleased to believe, and what he would persuade 
you to bclieVe> is th^ present flourishing state of the British na- 
vy. I do not question the noble Lord s veracity, but I much 
doubt the truth of the facts I have heard now stated. I am sen- 
sible of hiis zeal and ability, in endeavouring to persuade your 
Lordships, that the information he has laid before you is 
What I am convinced it is not-. Are those little, un-authen- 
ticated details, proper parliamentary information, on which 
your Lordships may, as the hereditary counsellors of your 
Sovereign, and as the great constitutional guardians of the 
interests of your country, depend, deVib^i^te ^ivdi ^^v^\mvs\fe. 
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upon ? Certainly not. Look back unto your Lordships jour- 
nals, till very lately, and see if this was the kind of infor« 
mation this House was wont to be satisfied with* If you do, 
xny Lords, you will find that your predecessors were not con- 
tented with any thing short of the most satisfactory, circum- 
stantial, and minute details. You will find^ my Lords, that 
the Duke of Marlborough, in the height of his most splen- 
did victories, was not above accompanying such details, as 
far as they respected himself, with the most explicit commu- 
nicatipns and explanations, of not only what was done, but 
generally gave a substantial sketch of his intended future ope- 
rations. So it was with all his cotemporary officers, naval 
and military . Their opinions were already formed, and they 
did not fail to declare them in either House, as often as cal- 
led upon. In point of the expenditure of the public money, 
the other House were still (it being more immediately within 
their province) more inquisitive and circumspect ; and, mi* 
nisters, nor even papers, were not solely depended upon in 
cither. What is the case now ? Papers are with-held, on 
system, explanations are refused, and professional men remain 
silent. This, my Lords, is our present station. We are 
called upon to concur with ministers, for no other reason but 
because they desire it ; and write a panegyric on their own 
measures ; and we are desired to believe them on every 
fresh occasion, because they misled and deceived us on 
every preceding one. The noble Earl, with all the parade 
of office, has told us many things this night, with great 
confidence. I believe his Lordship would not purposely 
mislead us ; but how . do we know but the noble Earl 
may have been misled himself ? He may have trusted to a 
secretary, or under secretary, who perhaps has had an inte- 
rest in misleading him.^ The noble Lord affected a delicacy 
peculiar to himself, in telling us what be did. He insinuated 
a degree of reluctance in communicating' official informa- 
tion; but threw off all restraint, lest the public should be 
misled by the assertions of the noble Lord who moved the 
a^)endment. I shall not determine which of the two ac- 
counts come nearest the truth; but for my part, I shall never 
give a parliamentary credit to any information which wants 
the /Jtamp of official authenticity. The noble Earl is liable, as 
I said before, to be imposed upon. It is only on ordinary oc- 
casions that I would even trust to of fiicial -papers ; on extraor- 
dinary occask>ns, when any well-founded doubt or suspicion 
of imposition arose, I should, as had been always the case, 
till very lately, prevent even the noble Lord fr#m being de- 
ceived. 
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ceived. I would order the inferior officers in his department 
to the bar of this House, there to be examined and made re- 
sponsible for whatever they vouched in their several stations, 
I remember a circumstance extremely applicable to the idea 
now thrown out. Prince George of Denmark, who preside^ 
at the board at which the noble Earl is at the head, was call- 
ed upon for some explanations. His Royal Highness gave * 
them according to the information which had been communi- 
cated to him. Doubts still remained in the House, that the 
Prince was deceived. The proper officers were called to the 
bar and interrogated. And what do your Lordships think 
was the effect of the enquiry ? They confessed their mistake, 
and apologized to the House, that the official information 
given to the Prince, and which he imparted to the House, was 
taken from an anonymous pamphlet ! I leave the noble Earl 
to make the application, and your Lordships to judge how 
far the two cases must be similar. 

The noble Lord, I thiiik, with great justice, has passed the 
highest eulogiums on a certain great naval officer [Admiral 
Keppelj. I believe there is not one of your Lordships en- 
tertains a second opinion of the professional and personal merit 
of that great man. But in his Lordship's zeal, I fear he has 
promised more for the Admiral than he would wish to be re- 
sponsible for. He says, that officer is ready and willing to 
stake his reputation, as a professional man, on the present state 
of the British navy, in the event of a rupture with France and. 
Spain. I question it. Is that gallant officer thoroughly in- 
formed of the whole of the arrangement, so pompously descri- 
bed by the noble Lord? Does he know and approve of the of- 
ficers who are to serve under him and co-operate with him ? 
Do the inferior arrangements meet with his approbation ? In 
short, is every thing which creates confidence in an officer of 
judgment and experience, perfectly within his knowledge!^ I 
answer, these things cannot be ; and for this reason, if the pub- 
lic prints are to be depended upon, that gentleman has been 
for a considerable time out of the kingdom ; he has been at 
Spa for the recovery of his health. I know with what in- 
dustry these reports have been circulated for some time past ; 
and I know too, to borrow a phrase from a great military of- 
ficer [General Burgoyne] that there is a physical impossibility 
that they can be true. I grant, if the noble Earl is contented 
with the concession, that the officer alluded to is too gallant 
and brave, too full of military honour and personal spirit, to 
decline any service, when called upon by the interest of hi$ 
country, in repelling the attacks of its mvuxA «ti4^ VckN^v^x^^ 



22 PARLIAMENTARY A. 17^7. 

enemies. This was precisely the case with that other most 
able officer^ Lord Howe, who has performed services for this 
country scarcely paralleled in the British annals; and has sur* 
niounted obstacles scarcely credible, in his present operations 
in America. The landing a-nd relanding of troops is known 
to be the service s^ttended with the greatejit perils, and most 
liable to miscarriage ; yet this noble and gallant officer^ in a 
series o£ embarkations and debarkations, with so numerous an_ 
army, has executed hi^ task with a success hitherto unknownjj 
in the history of such a mode of naval war. These two offi- 
cers, men of such transcendent desert, were passed by, neglec- 
ted and insulted; 'they were denied their rank ; but nothine 
f:ould quench the noble ardour they retained for the glory ana 
interests of their country, — In this sense, that one of them has 
^ccept^d of a command, that the other is ready whenever cal- 
led upon, I am willing to belieye : but that either one or 
both, were, or are willing to stake their credit on the issue, 
is what I c^n never be persuaded to assent to^ 
\ The noble Earl speaks with grpat confidence of the expec- 
ted success of our military operations, but upon what rational 
foundation I am yet to learn. The issue of Mr, Burgoyne'§ 
expedition is too melancholy to be made a su'bject of conver- 
sation ; his army, by every appearance, is destroyed ; but 
supposing the contrary, and that not finding it prafticable to 
pusl^ forward, he has been so fortunate to effect a retreat to Ti- 
pQ^deroga, or any of the other po§ts he left behind him ; nay 
granting inore than the modesty of administration will permit 
them to even so much as suggest, that by subsequent successes 
he has formed a junction with General Clinton, and has reach- 
ed New York ; what end would this answer ? but that at the 
expence of many millions, and two campaigns, h^ has reached 
a place by land, which he could without the least trouble or 

i'lUerruption have reached by sea, in almost as many weeks,—' 
. dare say there is not a professional man in this House, that 
peither of the noble Lords [Town^hend and Amherst] whom 
I have in my eye, and who have served with so much credit 
in Aiperica, will say, that he can effect any thing more than 
a mere junction this campaign ; or that he will be able, though 
iie should have penetrated to New York, tp preserve a single 
post bqhii^d hiin, 

' But as m the instances already mentioned, this whole war 
t^as been conducted upon little narrow principles, principles 
originating from faaious prejudices and premeditaited delu- 
sion, 0x1 purpose to procure a parliamentary saiiction, to what 
jy^ In itself iippracticable.— 'fhe Jpeneral who conmiaDide4 



A. 1777* DEBATES. M 

in Canada, f Carleton] was consulted upon the practicability 
of the military operations, by way of the Lakes ; he disap-* 
proved of it, as attended with singular difficulties, and pro* 
mising, though they should prove successful, very few solid 
advantages — but this gentleman was still guilty of a greater 
offence against his employers ; he reprobated the idea, and 
shrunk with horror from the proposition of employing savages. 
The event has proved his judgment as an officer, and does ho- 
nour to his feelings as a man. I do not pretend to question 
the military talents of General Burgoyne, though I know very 
little of them, or the gentleman : but I feel with a mixture of 
pity and indignation, the true motives for his appointment. 
They were such, I fear, as will not bear the light. Admini- 
stration pretend, that General Carleton being the senior of- 
ficer, as soon as he set foot beyond the limits of his province, 
the superior command in America would have devolved on 
him. A poor subterfuge ! Was there no other scene of action 
for Mr. Carleton ? and was Mr. Burgoyne for that reason on* 
ly appointed in his place? Could not General Carleton have 
directed his operations into the New England provinces, and 
General Howe to the southward? Was America too small to 
contain them ? or was General Carleton superseded in his 
command, lest he should xommand General Howe at New 
York, though administration previously knew he was not to be 
there ? But, my Lords, besides the other great difficulties out 
officers have had to contend with, our troops have, I am well 
informed, been commanded (strange as it may sound in your 
Lordships' ears) at home; they have been directed in theit 
operations, not in the field but the cabinet. The orders that 
liave been sent out have extended even to the minutia of the 
profession, and have furnished subjects of ridicule to the very 
subalterns of the army. There is a man, it seems, in this coun- 
try [supposed to mean Lord George Germaine] who has so 
great a confidence in his military talents, as to think he can 
tdommand an army and ensure victory in liis closet, at three 
thousand miles distance from the scene of action. 

The noble Earl's modesty will not permit him to directly 
affirm that France has not connived at least, at the illicit in- 
tercourse carried on between her subjects and our American 
(Colonies ; but he tells you, that even that connivance is at an 
end. Is his I-ordship no better informed? If he is not, I will 
tell him the true state of the case : the cargoes and prizes are 
sold, as heretofore, but at an under value : there are American 
agents or brokers in all the French ports, where any commerce 
is carried *^n with our coloniesi who tt«alN^\3iw\Jwt 3^vw.- 

C 4 xcva§k\s.\^ 
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jpasters on their own terms ; they tell the venders^ you can- 
not dispose of your property here, there is an ordinance against 
it : I will give you so much. The captor is thus compelled 
to sell at the broker's price 5 and the ordinance, instead of pre- 
venting the traffic, answers only one purpose, that of enrich? 
ing the French King's subjects. His Lordship then recapi- 
tulated his genjeral reasons, relative to the latent and ultimate 
designs of France, the impracticability of success, and ex- 
pressed his hearty concurrence in the amendment moved by 
his noble friend. 

Lord Suffolk — The noble Earl who moved the amendment 
has proposed, that we should withdraw our troops, and lay 
down our arms. {^Contradicted,^ It would answer the same 
end. His Lordship would recommend a cessation of hostilities, 
and leave us at the mercy of our rebellious subjects^ but supT 
posing that po immediate danger were to ensue, what does the 
amendment import ? That a cessation of hostilities should take 
place. I suppose his Lordship means with subjects, because 
he Explained hirtaself so in debate. But I presume, when his 
Lordship recollects what passed at Staten Island, between the 
persons deputed on the part of the Congress, the noble Lord 
will abandon a project totally unattended with the most distant 
prospect of success ; for there the great basis for entering inta 
any negotiation was.peremptorily insisted on by the deputies 
to be an acknowledgment on our part of the independency of 
the colonies : in short, to recognize and treat with them as a 
sovereign, independent stat€, unitedly represented in the 
Continental Congress. This one fact, therefore, in my ppi- 
liiou, overthrows every reason urged by his Lordship in be- 
lialF of his motion, as leading to treaty or riegotiation. 

The noble Earl has passed the highest eulogiums on the 
Americans and their cause, and, iathe career of his zeal, on 
the officers serving in the rebel army. He has been equally 
profuse in his censure and contempt of the foreign troops 
(serving in ours. He highly condemns the measures of taking 
foreigners into our pay, but seems to applaud a similar conduct 
in the rebels. My Lords, for my part, I see no difference, on- 
ly ia the superior prowess and military skill of one over the 
other. ' The Germs^ns are acknowledged to be as brave sol- 
diers -as any in Europe ; few I think will contend that the 
Fpchcii are- so, or that they are at all equal to those of Ger- 
many. But, say § his Lordship, they have procured French 
officer^ to discipline and command their troops. What then, 
shall prudence and necessity justify in one instance, and shall 
we be denied t{ie exercise qf the same prudence, when called 

upon 
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upon by the vital interests of our country ? Shall we not avail 
ourselves of taking foreign troops into our pay, when our rebel 
sUbjefts employ foreigners ? or shall such a procedure on the 
part of administration justly merit all the harsh, passionate ex- 
jpressions the noble Lord has bestowed on it ; and shall it be 
imputed as the effect of wisdom and prudence in our ene- 
mies ? Why should not we avail ourselves of the discipline of 
our allies, as well as our rebel subjects that of the French of- 
ficers ? ^ 

The noble Earl, with all that force of oratory for which he 
is so conspicuous, has charged administration as if guilty of 
the mostheinous crime, in employing Indians in General Bur- 
goyne's army : for my part, whether foreigners or Indians, 
which the pobleLord had described by the appellation of sava- 
ges, I shall ever think it justifiable to exert every means in our 
power to repel the attempts of our rebellious subjects. The 
Congress endeavoured to bring the Indians over to their side; 
and if we had not employed them, they would most certainly 
have acted against us ; and I do freely confess, I think it was 
both a wise and necessary measure, as I am clearly of opinion, 
that we are fully justified in using every means which God 
and Nature has put into our hands. I think it was a very 
wise and necessary step, on many accounts ; nor can I ever 
be persuaded, whoever was the adviser, but his conduct will 
stand the full test of public inquiry. 

The noble Lord, who spoke last [Lord Shelburne] supposes 
that administration had conceived some disgust at the conduct 
of General Carleton. If he has been informed so, I do assure 
his Lordship, he has been deceived; or if it be his own sug- 
gestion, the noble Lord is egregiously mistaken. — ^The pre^ 
tended cause assigned by the noble Lord for this supposed dis- 
gust, is equally ill-founded. There never existed a colour for 
it. — He Says, Mr. Carleton refused to employ the Indians in 
our service, or at least disapproved of the measure. — This in- 
formation is no less erroneous. Mr. Carleton always obeyed 
the instructions he received from hence. I have never under- 
stood that he was at all averse to a strict and rigid performance 
of his duty '5 nor could I learn he ever disapproved, or com- 

f>lied with reluctance in any one particular of his duty. So 
ar from any such thing, his services were highly esteemed ; 
and he was ever looked upon by the servants of the Crown 
as an able and meritorious officer. — The reafons therefore for 
appointing Mr. Burgoyne^ neither originated in that gentle- 
pian-s dissatisfaftion or personal disgust at ill-treatment, nor 



26 PARLIAMENTARY A. \m. 

dislike to the service, or the measures ztnd mode of conducting 
the war, nor to little, narrow prejudices of any kind. 

The noble Lord supposes the most extraordinary thing ima- 
ginable. Nay he asserts, that the instructions sent from hence 
to our naval and military commanders, refer to the most 
minute and trifling operations of the service ; and so much 
$o as to be sufficient to furnish subjects of ridicule to the very 
subalterns of the army. I am sure I am totally unacquainted 
with any such instructions : they have, as far as they came 
within my knowledge, been drawn up in the usual manner ; 
general enough, to give the commanders in chief full latitude 
to actaccording to their own judgment, and to profit of times, 
events, and circumstances. — If any other have been given, 
which I think extremely unlikely, they have not come within 
my knowledge, or been with my participation. I may ven- 
ture to say with confidence, that none such have been sent'. — 
The noble Earl, who moved the amendment, objected strong- 
ly .against the employing of foreigners, and recommended 
the raising of home-levies. I still continue of the same 
opinion, that it is much better to employ foreigners. We 
have them, in the first place, disciplined to our hand. They 
are veterans, and have been used to tried service ; and of 
course are much preferable to raw troops, with whom the 
most exalted courage will never supply the defect of disci- 
pline, and the military habits, that are necessary in the first 
instance, to constitute the useful, eflfcctive soldier. — 'Biit 
even if that were not the case, the distressing our commerce 
and manufactures, the draining this country of its most useful 
hands, and thinning its inhabitants, who are far from being 
at present too numerous, are so many very strong reasons 
with me for availing ourselves of foreign aid, and hiring troops 
instead of raising them at home ; nor do I think the internal 
state of this country, in respect of its manufactures, popula- 
tion, &c. will ever admit of any extensive military operations 
being carried on without procuringthe assistance of foreigners. 

For these reasons, my Lords, I am perfectly satisfied, that 
a perseverance in the measures recommended from the throne, 
will be the most safe, speedy, and effectual means of put- 
ingan end to the present unnational and unprovoked rebellion. 
. Lord Osborne. [Marquis of Carmarthen.] Whatever may 
be the issue of the present American contest ; whatever mis- 
takes may have been committed in the beginning or progress 
of this business, I am for agreeing with the proposed address ; 
and of course for dissenting from the amendment. I am as 
anxious as the noble Earl, who moved it, for the attainment of 

the 
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the object whichhe proposes, that of a fair and amicable ter» 
?ninationtothis unhappy rebellion ; but I am firmly persuaded 
that the amendment, if agreed to, would have a direct con- 
trary effect, and would only appear to the colonies as proceed- 
ing from our inability to reduce them to a state of constitu- 
tional obedience. The noble Lord's own words confirm me 
in this opinion. In a former debate, his motion of repeal to^ 
wards the conclusion of the last session, he said, if France dared 
to interferp, we sliould attack the Provincials under the French 
cannon. The only appearance of solid ground taken by his 
lordship this day, is^ that if we do not at this crisis hold out 
terms to the colonies, when they are out of humour with 
France, France and America will unite, and the latter will be 
lost for ever to this country. Both these arguments cannot 
be right. We should attack them under the French cannon, 
or not. For my part, if an option were to be taken, I would 
chuse the former, which at the worst can only be the case. I 
think there is no prospect of any such event ; but if any thing 
could produce it, I believe the noble Lord's amendment would 
be the most likely. Preparation and vigour, such as that re- 
commended in the speech, will be the surest means to prevent 
the interference of France 5 for which reason, I shall give my 
vote in support of the measures approved in the addiess. 

The Duke of Grafton, Nothing, my Lords, can be more 
unparliamentary and indecent than the frequent personal allu- 
sions imputing an opposition to the measure now proposed to 
factious motives, and presuming that every man who differs 
from administration is an enemy to his country. This, I say, 
jay Lords, is, at least in some cases, only to answer the tempo- 
rary purposes of debate : the very gallant, naval officer [Ad- 
iniral Keppel] who has been so often mentioned this night, 
is astriking instance of it. I presume it is no secret to either 
of the noble Lords in office, that that gentleman highly dis- 
•approves of the present unnatural civil war. It is well 
iuiown, that he has frequently given a public testimony of 
}iis disapprobation, and has supported his opinion by his vote 
^ a senator ; yet, according to the insinuations of the last 
iioble Lord in office who spoke [Lord Suffolk], every persoii 
who has the misfortune to differ from his Lordship is an 
enemy to his country. How the noble Earl, at the head of 
the naval department, and the other noble Earl in office, 
will reconcile their opinions with their conduct, I do not 
pretend to say ; but it is somewhat remarkable, that this fleet, 
which has been so highly extolled by one of them, and on 
which^ it is acknowledged by both of them, the salvation of 

this 
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this country' so entirely depends, should be trusted to a person 
who, according to the current ministerial language of this 
House, must be deemed an enemy of his country. 

It is, my Lords, a matter well worthy your consideration| 
before you agree with the address now proposed, whether you 
have any, or sufficient information, to direct you. I am cer- 
tain there we have had none; which induces me to suspect, if 
there be any, it is not fit to be revealed; otherwise, we may 
be certain it would have been brought forward with all poffible 
parade. It is with astonishment, therefore, I hear a secretary 
of state £Lord Suffolk] rise in his official character to speak; 
and not acquaint your Lordships with any one circumstance 
relative to the grounds of his assent; or a single reason to in- 
duce you to concur in the measures which he has so zealously 
J^upported. The silence c/f ministers ; this proceeding in the 
dark ; this implicit faith, is what has brought us into our pre- 
sent alarming and calamitous situation. Calling for the ad- 
vice or Concurrence of this House, is to the last degree absurd. 
How is it possible your Lordships caneither advise or delibe- 
rate, while you remain totally ignorant of the true state of af- 
fairs ? Confidence should be preceded by something to create 
it. You are, my Lords, called upon to concur; that is the 
purpose you are solely called upon. Your sanction is desired, 
because in point of form it still remains necessary ; but a$ 
to calling for papers, or setting enquiries on foot, the very idea 
of it is extinct. The liberty of calling for information is still 
permitted ; how long it may remain so is uncertain ; but while 
it is permitted, I claim its exercise. Sitting here, in the year 
'^^^^y therefore, as a Peer of Parliament, I say we have been 
imposed upon, deceived, and misled ; that to retrieve past inis- 
fcarriages, and prevent them in future. Parliament should not 
longer trust to ministers ; but deliberate and determine on their 
i>wn knowledge and judgment. This cannot happen, without 
we are made acquainted with every material circumstance re- 
lative to the true state of affairs ; and I repeat again, that 
from the commencement of the present measures, down now 
to the latter end of the year \7TT^ we have given an implicit 
blind approbation to whatever, has been proposed to us by 
ministers . 

There is not one of your Lordships has a more exalted opi- i 
nion of the Prince on the Throne than I have ; but in consi- 
deringthe speech, it is constitutional and parliamentary to con- 
iidier it as the speech of the minister. In that light I shall treat 
the speech delivered from the throne this day, which, I will 
be bold to say, is an insult on the understanding and wisdom 

of 
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of this House 5 and that the conduct of those who now de- 
fend it is an aggravation pf their first offence in framing it. 
The speech says nothing, but simply to concur in whatever 
ministers sliall think proper to do. It calls for the most un- 
limited powers, for the most extensive confidence, without 
telling any one circumstance, to satisfy you, that those al* 
ready granted have been wisely used, or that in future they 
will be more succesfully employed ; but what renders 
this contemptuous treatment still more unpardonable, and in- 
deed ridiculous, is, that a secretary of state, who, from his 
official situation, must be near the person of his sovereign, 
and of course have an opportunity of instilling sentiments si- 
milar to his own, into the royal breast, should justify and 
avow it here in the face of your Lordships ; the fair substantial 
import of the noble Lord's argument having been, the speech| 
it is true, contains no information, nor shall I give you any 2 
hut nevertheless, your Lordships must believe that I have.' 

I have, my Lords, considered the measures recommended 
in the speech, with all possible attention, and see them in th« 
$ame light of all the preceding, and think from my heart sin- 
cerely, that they must terminate in the ruin of this country « 
I approve of the amendment proposed by the noble Lord and 
able statesman^ as the first step towards a full inquiry leading 
to information ; for without that, I am convinced we shall 
continue, as we have hitherto done, to run headlong to our 
own ruin. When information shall be once obtained, thcq 
will be the time to consider of the most wise and proper 
measures. If ever that day should arrive, I pledge myself 
that I will-€ndeavour to discover the author or authors of the 
present measures. 

I remember, my Lords, the last day the affairs of America 
were discussed in this House, a noble viscount, high in •ffice 
[Lord Weymouth] who opposed the proposition made by 
the same noble Earl who moved the present amendment, 
supported his dissent solely on this argument : — ^We have 
been put to the ex pence of the present campaign. It will be 
already begun before any resolution taken here can reach 
America. We have the fullest confidence of success, from 
the number, discipline, and intrepidity of our troops, and the 
ability of our generals ; when therefore we shall be victori- 
ous, will be the proper time to negotiate and hold out con- 
ditions. . We can then treat with honour to ourselves, and 
with a fair prospect of success ; consequently a propositioo 
to accommodate may then be seasonably listened to ; Qr.$up^ 
posing we shall not succeed, we shall then be a libetty to 

agree 
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agree to what is recommended.-— Now, my Lords, that period 
i$ arrived, accompanied with, I think, additional motives fof 
accepting the noble Lord's motion. The noble Viscount *s 
predictions have failed, or have not as yet to our knowledge 
beeh fulfilled. Victory has not declared for us, or, if she 
has, in either event the season is come in which the propriety 
of such a proposition, according to the noble Viscount s rea- 
soning, may be properly listened to and adopted. His Grace 
entered, besides, into the propriety of the amendment ; the 
impracticability of success, and the innumerable *bad conse« 
quences which would follow, though victory, were certain} 
and concluded with giving his hearty assent to the proposed 
amendment. 

Lord Camden. My Lords, I rise to support ^he motion 
made by the noble Earl. When the measures meant to be 
sanctioned by the address of this day were first proposed to 
yeur Lordships, it was said with confidence by some of the 
very persons, who still have the modesty to expect th<^ you 
will continue it, that a single dragoon would strike sucb a 
terror into the hearts ofthe people of America, that they would 
submit to your measures. That experiment not having beeil 
thought prudent, you passed an act for shutting up the port 
of Boston, by which you not only inflicted a public punish-^ 
ment on the rioters (a mere rabble I will maintain) who de- 
stroyed thd tea, but you in fact con H seated private property > 
and involved the innocent and the guilty in one common pu- 
nishment. You cut off the inhabitants from all commercial 
intercourse Whatever, and deprived them of every means of 
living; but what was- still more extraordinarily unjust," yott 
punished the whole province of Massachusets Bay, for a riot 
committed by a Boston mob. You vacated tlieir charter ; 
and, as if you meant at the very instep of the business td 
force them into measures of resistance, you declared war 
against all America, by subjecting every man in it to be drag* 
ged to some other colony, or, optionally, to Great Britain, US 
be tried by a prejudiced ox packed jury, for offences com- 
mitted in his own country* Those measures had the desired 
effect ; for I never can be brought to believe but they wenf 
imeiKJed to produce what followed. So far the ends were cor* 
re?»pondent to tlie means. Tlie people of America shewed 
great dissatisfaction, but that did not fully answer the in(!^jl- 
lions ofgoverilmeiit. It was not dissatisfaction, but rebellion^ 
that was sought ; dissatisfaction might furnish a pretence fo*; 
addhig to the intolerable oppressions that those people had 
for a series of years groaned under ; but nothing short of 
something in the shape of rebellion, or nearly approaching to 
it, 
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k^ could create a decent apology i(^ slaughter, conquest and 
unconditional submission. America, notwithstanding all 
those ingenious, ministerial devices, continued loyal ; no- 
thing of resistance yet appeared, either in words or actions, 
unless a few angry resolves at the meetings of one or two 
paltry townships. The Congress met, and deprecated our 
resentments, and supplicated the Throne and Parliament in 
terms of obedience and affection. Not a word of actual re- 
sistance or independency all this time. The scene began now 
to open. The people of Boston were not sta^^'ed ; their breth- 
ren throughout America committed a crime little short of 
treason ; they made contributions to feed and cloath them ; 
they endeavoured to prevent them fno matter whether the 
persons thus relieved were guilty or innocent) from perishing 
with cold and hunger. A bill was therefore passed for de- 
priving them of further relief; the merciful. and humane 
fishery -bill. This was accompanied, or rather preceded, with 
the famous address, declaring Massachusets Bay in rebellion f 
Every thing was now prepared ; instead of a single dra- 
goon, ten or twelve thousand men was said to be sufficient to 
strike terror into every corner of America. The address was 
a sanction for the cutting of throats ; the poor fishermen of 
Nantucket, a peaceable set of inoffending quakers, were 
drought fit objects of parliamentary resentment ; in short, as 
the northern colonies were- not to have bread, neither were 
they to have fish ; the dreadful sentence was passed by your 
Lordships, in concurrence with the other two branches of the 
kgislature, that the four New-England provinces, in order 
to fill with terror the minds of the rest of their brethren, 
were proscribed and cut off, not only from this country, but 
from the rest of America, and the whole world beside. But 
all this did not do ; the New-Englanders were resolved not 
to verify the address ; they were determined not to be rebels } 
but only to prepare, should the worst happen, to be in a situ- 
ation to defend themselves. Something more was still want- 
ing, and that was obtained. Our troops were ordered to act 
efifcctively ', and self-defence was styled actual and declared 
rebellion. Not a word yet of independence. I shall pass 
over the particulars from the commencement of hostilities 
tiH the next session. Many parts of America were still 
friendly to us ; most of them continued loyal. Now to de- 
mise a measure which would unite them as one man against 
this country, was the grand dnideratum, A measure was 
hckily discovered, and that was the ever memorable and ce- 
lebrated 
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lebrated prohibitory act. Ministers still entertained some 
doubts ; they were fearful that Parliament might refuse to go 
the whole length they wished them. What did they do ?* 
They proplairaed it loudly every where, that commissioners 
were to be appointed to negotiate ; a powerful fleet, and 
70,000 men were to accompany them ; and the colonies were 
to be left to the option of returning to their former state of 
obedience, or of being compelled to it. What was the con- 
sequence of all those flattering promises ? The prohibitory 
act was passed; but not a single power vested in the conmiis- 
sioners but that of pardoning. Lord Howe and his brother 
were the persons named in the commission. The speech an- 
swered its end. The noble Lord was kept in Great-Britain, 
and could not proceed, for want of instructions, till five 
months after the act was passed, and almost eight after the 
speech. But when his Lordship received his instructions, 
what was the authority vested in him and his brother, the 
other commissioner ? Just so much efficient real power as 
is vested in any other commander in chief, that of receiving 
submissions, and granting pardons. The King could not do 
it, though he were inclined ; his hands were tied up by the 
act. Without a power from Parliament, or without the con- 
currence of Parliament, it is most certain the King could not 
treat with the Provincials. This was known. The point in' 
dispute was the nature and extent of parliamentary supre- 
macy . The pretence, therefore, for the clause introduced into 
the act for appointing commissioners, was to authorise* the 
Crown to treat ; but, in fact, when the whole scene came to 
be fully opened, it plainly appeared that the King, by the act,' 
was exactly, nay, literally, empowered to do what he could 
have done without it ; that is, to receive submissions, and 
grant pardons ; but as to the main points, relative to the 
claims of Parliament over America, they were left to rest 
precisely where they stood before the speech was delivered 
or the act passed. Accommodation had been hitherto the mi- 
ipisterial language, but now it was made to give way to un- 
conditional submission. It was, therefore, my Lords, this 
prohibitory act that induced the Congress to declare Am^ricfK 
independent. 1 trust not to what this old man said^ or 
that old man wrote 5 I pay no attention to the silly pre£c^ 
tions, or partial speculations of any man. I rely, upoif 
facts, and facts alone. [Alluding to Lord Mansfield's qoo** 
rations from Montcalm's Letters^ tfac writings of Sir Joshua 
Gee, and others.] I contend, that America never enter*^ 
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tSiined any intention of rendering themselves independent 
of this country, till they wdre forced into it by a series of 
the most unjust, arbitrary, and cruel measures ; till the 
prohibitory act, and the sham commission sent out with it, 
told them^ in So many words. You must suffer all the cala- 
tnities of war and conquest^ or submit to unconditional sub- 
mission. 

The noble Earl in offite [Lord Suffolk] says that Ame- 
rica aimed at independence from the beginning ; and ha^ 
insisted that their designs wei^e p6inted out by those-on the 
othei^ side of the House, so early as the year 1774 ; and ac 
Si further proof that they were, and are of that opinion, he 
speaks of the interview between Lord Howe and the Con- 
gress delegates on Statin Island. I have given my reasons 
already why I think his Lordship is mistaken as to his^ gene- 
ral assertion ; as to the fact of the delegates refusing to treat 
with the commissioners, unless we acknowledged Americanl 
independency, tliey acted jiist as I would liave done 5 for 
knowing the nature of his Lordship's comriiission, sooner " 
than treat upon such disgraceful terms, I should, as an Ame- 
rican, meet them, and refuse to negotiate, unless Great Bri- 
•tain consented to acknowledge my country independent. 
The delegates knew the powers vested in the commissioners 
to be such as I have described them, those of Unconditional 
submission, and treated them, very properly, with the con- 
tempt they deserved. 

My Lords, this is the third campaign, recommended from 
the throne, all promising success. For my part, I no more 
trust to the present ministerial assurances than to any of thd 
former. This war has already tost this nation at least fif- 
teen millions, and if persisted in, is likely to cost twice that 
Sum. The only probable means of preventing the perils wilh 
which wc afe surrounded, is by the present amendment, or 
steiething dictated in the same spirit. Whether Amerififa 
*^ould receive such a proposition, in the manner every Eng- 
lishman would wish, I do not pretend to say ; but I cortfert, 
if I was an American, 1 should be unwilling to trtxst to any 
^ftftpS from those wko had all along betrayed so pttmicious 
*an«nalignant a spirit. If I did, ht^wevcr, I would take care 
nbtt<9leave it in their power again to deceive ine. Andbc- 
^ftre I'«it*d6wp^ triy Lords, as a^ faithful memorial of my sen- 
tiiifei^ts, I will^^nowlcdg^ very"* fairly, if ministry and the 
riatioH ire determiriJft t^ios^Ute the present unnatural war 
to the issue of this alternative, Shall America be subdued, or 
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shall she render herself independient ? I should gladly em- 
brace the latter ; I should wish to see America independent, 
rather than enslaved ; because I am already fully convinced 
of the temper, views, and ultimate objects of this war : which, 
if it should prove sucjcessful, on the system it is now main- 
tained, would most certainly effect at length here, what it 
professes already to effect in America. His Lordship treated 
several other matters in detail, on which he had delivered 
former opinions. 

The Lord Viscount Jfeymouth, My Lords, the Noble 
Earl who moved the amendment, supports it entirely on the 
present disposition of the French court. His Lordship tells 
you, that the Americans are displeased with the conduct of 
France, and therefQi:e now is the time to treat with them. 
This, my Lords, is a very different language from what his 
Lordship held the last day I had the honour to hear him on 
the present subject. He the.n said, that America and France 
were upon the best terms y he now tells you, that France is 
backward, and America out of temper. I believe his Lord- 
ship is very right, I have every reason for believing the 
noble Lord ; and that, among several others, is one very- 
strong motive to prevent me from agreeing to the proposed 
amendment. 

The noble Duke, in the blue ribbon, has endeavoured to 
convict me, and such of his Majesty's ministers as may eur 
tertain similar sentiments with me, of an inconsistency, should 
I dissent from the motion now before the House. He has 
imputed certain expressions to me, which I by no means re^ 
collect ; but allowing them to be exactly as the noble Duke 
has stated them, I do not think it quite parliamentary to re- 
fer to any thing which dropped in a former debate. I, shall 
not, however, deny every advantage which his Grace wishes 
to derive from what he has presumed I said. I think admi- 
nistration now, as well as then, though they entirely coin- 
cided with me, are perfectly consistent in resolving to give 
a negative to the amendment. What I said I refer to his 
Grace's account of it ; it only imported this, that no propo- 
sition for specific terms should be admitted till the event of 
the then ensuing campaign was first known. Is that condi- 
tion yet determined one way or other? Surely not. The 
issue of the campaign is not yet determined ; at least not 
yet known to us ; so that admitting the argument to have 
all the weight the noble Duke would wish to give it, I see 
no ground for charging me with inconsistency, in retaining 
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iny fcM-raer opinion till the event shall happen, which mayj 
or may not, be supposed to operate on it at some future day* 

There is aiiother strong objecition, my Lords, against th^ 
reasons assigned by the noble Earl in support of his amend- 
ment, fie says, France will take a pifblic and decided part 
against us, if we do not embrace the present opportunity 
which presents itself. France has done a great deal, but 
America desires more. She is displeased with the former* 
because France refuses to do all she asks : now, to my appre- 
hension, this should be a further motive for us to act with 
redoubled vigour. It is the very crisis in which we should 
endeavour to press America. She is deserted, according to 
the language of the noble Earl : this appears to me the time, 
therefore, most likely to compel her to return to her former 
state of constitutional obedience. Take even the argument 
on the other side, that the last campaign proved unsuccessful, 
of which I have every reason, and a direct knowledge, to be* 
lieve the contrary ; the noble Earl, or his fi ic:ids, will 
hardly, I presume, contend, that if that should happen to 
be the case, the present proposed amendment would be sea- 
sonable. If America should, prove victorious, would she 
negotiate? Certainly not. — For these reasons, my Lords^ 
I am totally for disagreeing with the noble Earl's motion* 
America must feel the strength and power of this country, 
before she will ever listen to reasonable terms of accommo- 
dation. Of this, I trust, we shall shortly have an account. 
Whenever that period shall arrive, will be the season, and 
the only season, in which, upon every principle of honour, 
policy, and national dignity, your Lordships will have an 
©ppbrtunity to display at once your wisdom and humanity* 

The Bishop oi Peterborough. My Lords, the noble Vis- 
count's argument gives me an opportunity of contracting the 
present question within a very narrow compass. It seems^ 
indeed, to be the general language of administration. Their 
arguments go fairly to this, that no time is proper for ne^ 
gotiating with America. Either this campaign has proved 
already successful, or it has not : if it has not, there is not 
one of your Lordships, who, I believe, ever expects that 
cdercive measures will succeed ; such an idea would be ab- 
surd. If so then, nothing would be hazarded, were the 
present motion agreed to ; if, on the other hand, the cam- 
paign has proved successful, of which administration seem so 
confident^ this is the very time which entirely corresponds 
with their sentiments^ Supposing we have been victorious 
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> in America ; the provincial troops have of course been de- 
feated, broken, and scattered, perhaps, entirely ruined : is 
toot this then the very previous condition which Ministers 
require ? The event of this campaign is most certainly by 
this time finally determined ; consequently, before any re- 
solution taken here could even be matured, we shall be fully 
acquainted with all the military events that have happened. 
At the time the last proposition was made by the noble Earl, 
it was objected by administration, that the campaign was 
then already begun, therefore it was now too late : now it is 
completely over, that objection no longer exists. On the 
whole, my Lords, if victory has declared in our favour, I 
think it more wise, in a political light, and more consonant 
to the temper and disposition of Englishmen, to permit their 
natural feelings, those of moderation and humanity, to take 
place of resentment, persecution, and revenge. 

The Dukc^ol Richmond, My Lords, I have never offered 
my sentiments to your Lordships on a subject of greater dif- 
ficulty than that of the present debate ; for, I confess, I see 
little prospect of a happy issue from the dangerous situation 
in which we are involved. 

My apprehensions do not go merely to the dangers arising 
from the present war (though they are, God knows, great 
enough), but to our existence as a free people. 

Our government has, perhaps, never been entirely settled 
as it ought to be ; but, ever since the Revolution, when it 
received the greatest degree of perfection it has ever hac}, it 
has been by degrees departing from those constitutional 
rights, which belong not only to Englishmen, but to 
men, and to the principles of which all governments must 
from time to time revert, if they mean to continue free. In 
proportion as they depart from thiem, they become usurpa- 
tions. 

In a book written on the laws of England, by a learned 
judge now on the bench, it has been observed, that since the 
period I have mentioned, although the stern command of 
prerogative has given way, it has only yielded to the milder 
voice of influence, which acts with such persuasive and pre- 
vailing energy, as to make ample amends for the lossof e;s:- 
ternal prerogative. 

This influence is, I speak literally, daily increasing. Its 
effects become daily more apparent ; and they are such as 
totally annihilate every check which the constitution has 
framed to prevent the arbitrary will of the Sovereign from 

be- 



A. 1?;;. -DEBATES. 37 

becoming the sole power of the state : I do not mean to say, 
that the free agency of Parliament has been formerly abro- 
gated ; but if, by the means of corrupt influence, it is in- 
directly destroyed or attempted, the attack is. the more dan- 
gerous, from being in some degree concealed ; and is the 
more sure of success, as it operates by slow and almost im- 
perceptible degrees, till it gets so far a head, as to secure its 
continuance, and even enlargement, by its own means. 

It has been justly observed by the noble Earl who moved 
for the amendment, that these are not times for flattery, but 
such as call upon every man to speak out ; and I am sorry to 
say, that the extension of this influence seems to have been 
the only system which wicked ministers have advised his Ma- 
jesty to pursue during the whole of his reign. It has been 
studiously followed in every department, and in every cor- 
ner of the empire. The present contest in America origi. 
nated from this source. The establishment of taxes there, 
which has been so fatally and obstinately pursued, never af- 
forded any rational hope of producing such a revenue as 
could really ease the burthens of this country ; but the in- 
crease of influence it gave by the disposal of employments 
in the collection, was sufficietit to make it be adhered to with 
that stubbornness, which characterises every part of the 
present system. 

It may not be a proper time on this day to enter upon so 
large a field as this subject opens to our view ; I shall there- 
fore confine myself to that part which concerns America. 

I cannot agree with a noble Earl, who thinks America of 
no use to us. ..The safety of thrs island can never be trusted 
t© a land force alone. We can never keep up such an army, 
as to want no fleet. The navy is the national defence of 
Great Britain, and to be a secure defence, must be superior 
to whatever must be brought against it. To support that 
nay y, we must have commerce ; and' possessions in distant 
parts of the globe are the soul of that commerce. Ame- 
rica of itself answered every purpose we could wish as to 
trade ; and besides, produces thoje naval stores, without 
which we can have no fleet. Possibly those stores may be 
procured from other parts, and other branches of trade may 
be opened with other nations ; but resources that depend on 
foreigners, may be cut off at the instant they are most 
wajoted. Possessing America, we were at all times certain 
of suppjies for our navy ; and though we should be at war 
yith all Europe, our tra^e might still be carried on. Such 

D 3 -ax^ 



31$ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

^ethe advantages America was pf to England; but I thinks 
that great as these advantages are, the happiness of English- 
men settled there, and our acting according to the rules of 
justice, are objects of still greater importance., 

From the first commencement of our disputes^ I have uni- 
formly been of opinion, that if our government was founds 
ed in justice and equality ; if we treated Englishmen in A- 
merica like Englishmien in Great Britain, we should pre- 
sei-ve that happy uniop, founded in affeflion, which aloire 
can be either valuable or permanent, at the distance we lie 
at from each other : but that if we attempted a superiority, 
which the inhabitants of one part of the globe pan havie no 
right to assume over those of another part ; if for certain ad- 
vantages, which local circumstances might enable us to ex- 
act, we did not make an equitable compensation in other re- 
spects, I thought we should abandon the paths of justice^ 
which are the foundation of all governments^ and become un- 
lyorthy of the empire for which we contend. 

The only honest end of all government, is the happiness 
pf the whole community. It \yas never instituted for the 
advantage of one p^^rt of the nation, to the prejudice of 
another part, but for the mutual, and equal benefit of all. 
The test of its being kept to this object is the effect it pro- 
duces. If the general mass of the people are happy and 
content, the government is good and well administered ; but 
if any considerable part of the nation suffers and complains, 
that government is oppressive, and ought not to be endured. 
Had we observed these principles ; had we, considered Ame- 
ricans as possessing the same rights we claim ; had we allow- 
ed them to be taxed only by their representatives, as we claim 
a right to be taxed only by ours ; had we considered the pro- 
tection we afforded them, as in fact it was, amply repaid by 
pur monopoly of their trade, we might have preserved that 
young, but mighty empire, for many, many years : even 
for a longer time than the comparative numbers of thq 
• people, or the state of the respective countries, could entitle 
us to expect ; for whole provinces do not readily alter a go- 
vernment under which they live happily; andhabit^ of Jpng 
standing are not easily shaken off. 

But the proof of our government having been bad, arises^ 
as I said, from the effects it has produced. Long before the 
natural time when a separation must have taken place^ it has 
been forced by oppression. The abettors of that oppression^ 
sensible that so great an effect would speak for itself, and con-1 
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demn tjieir conduct, endeavoured to throw the blame on a 
few factious leaders in America, who, by daringly assum- 
ing power, have, as they say, kept a whole continent in sub- 
jection to their lawless will, contrary to the inclination and 
interest of the general mass of the people. Incredible as this 
story was, it was listened to ; atid the assurances which mx«* 
nisters gave, that the moment protection was afibrded in A- 
merica, to the numerous well-wishers to British government, 
they would shew themselves, and crush the prevailing fac- 
tion, were believed. 

For three years we have been deluded with these imagina- 
tions. In the first year, upwards of ten thousand regular 
troops, in the single town of Boston, sufficient, -one would 
think, to protect the people against a faction, served only to 
irritate. 

But this first experiment, far from opening our eyes, failed, 
as we are told, only because the force was not sufficient; and 
therefore, for the two last years, what with the addition of 
German mercenaries and savages, we have had an army littld 
short of sixty thousand men, and a fleet of an hundred ships 
of war, in America. But still, even this force has been too 
weak to protect the people against a faction. 
. Thirteen whole provinces have thrown off their dependen- 
cy on this Country ; and all the efforts of our arms, exerted to 
the utmost, supplied with most extravagant loans of money^ 
unincumbered by any foreign war, have for two years proved 
ineffectual to compel any one of them to return to that go- 
vernment, to which ministers tell us they are so much attach- 
ed. It is curious to look back to the operations of these three 
campaigns. In the first, we were beat at Lexington, very 
dearly earned a post at Bunker's-hill, could but barely keep 
possession of Boston, and nearly lost Quebec. In the second, 
we were obliged to abandon Boston, and got only New York, 
and a small district, in its stead. The moment we attempted 
to extend our cantonments into the Jerseys, we were driven 
back with loss, and the attempt from Canada on Ticonderoga 
proved fruitless. In the third year, after another attempt, 
equally without success, in the Jerseys, Sir William Howe, 
unable to conduct our great army from New York to Phila- 
delphia, a distance short of an hundred miles, is obliged to 
seek another avenue to it. That by the river Delaware, on 
which it stands, is also found impracticable, and our forces arc 
obliged to put again to sea, at a great risk, at a certain loss 
from bad climate, and to go round by the Capes of Virginia 
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and Chesapeak Bay. However, we are told at last, that it is 
guessed we have got possession of Philadelphia. That isa se-' 
cond town for the third year of the war. How these two 
towns can/ be kept, what communication can be maintained 
between them, how our armies can subsist, what advantages 
we are to derive from these possessions, ministers leave us to- 
tally in the dark about. 

The attempt renewed from Canada, seems, from the ac- 
counts we have seen, to foretell greater disasters. Mr. Bur- 
goyne himself tells you, that although he has got fifty team 
of oxen in the country, he can merely supply his army from 
day to day ; and had on the I5th oPAugust, after three weeks 
wholly employed in procuring provisions, only got four days 
in advance. His attempt to surprise a magazine at Ben-» 
nington, ends in the surprise of the troops he sent there, and 
in the total loss of the detachment. The corps he sen4s to 
support this detachment is also obliged to retreat, with the 
loss of two pieces of cannon. Mr. St. Leger's atjtempt on 
Fort Stanwix proves equally vain, notwithstanding the mas- 
sacre of four hundred English Americans by the Savages. 
Mr. Burgoyne remains near Saratoga for five weeks ; and on 
the 19th of September, after an action which costs him five 
hundred men, and is disputed from noon till dark by the co- 
wardly Americans under Mr. Arnold, they retreat only half 
a league to their camp. Various are the reports of what has 
happened since. That he should have been totally cut off, is 
not improbable, from his own account ; for the best troops 
cannot subsist without provisions. But if he has succeeded, 
and got to New York, what has he effected ? He has march^ 
ed from Canada, through the province of New York, with 
the loss of several thousand men, and with infinite expence, 
labour, and fatigue. But he cannot keep possession of the 
country he has gone through, arjd he might have arrived at 
New York two years ago, by sea, from England, without 
any loss at all. 

I must here mention a subject that has surprised me. Mr. 
Burgoyne finds leisure to write an elaborate letter, but can- 
not find time to send that list of the unfortunate who have 
falleri in the different actions, which would relieve the anxie- 
ty of the parent, and the friends of the survivors. I will Cast 
no blame on any man without hearing him ; but it behoves 
ministers to enquire, why this satisfaction, which individuals 
|:)aye a right to expect, was not complied with ? The events 
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I have mentioned, are the principal operations of the three 
campaigns* 

I do not mean to throw any blame on the conduct of the 
officers who have commanded. They may have acted with 
/rapacity, or otherwise. No man can form any judgment 
from the little, or rather no information. Parliament has had. 
But supposing they have done their duty, it must now appear, 
clearly to every one, what has been long foretold here, that 
from the nature of the country, it is not possible for Great 
Britain to compel America to submission. We have had 
the experience of three years trial ; the two last, with the 
utmost exertion of our force. How many more is it expect- 
ed we are to attempt. The King told us in his speech last 
year, that notwithstanding the successes (which were then 
boasted of) and the prospect of their bringing the war to a 
speedy conclusion, we must prepare for another campaign. 
That other campaign has been tried, and we are now in a 
worse condition than we were before it began. Our army is 
greatly diminished by the sword and by sickness. The ran- 
sacking of Germany, and our jails, cannot even recruit the 
numbers that are lost. Our troops relax in discipline, while 
theirs acquire military knowledge and service. Our situa- 
tion becomes precarious, while their^ government acquires 
consistency. We have no successes to boast of this year^ 
What prospect then have we of greater in future ? Before a 
trial had been made, there might be some shadow for expec- 
tation : but now that it has thrice failed, I would fain know 
what can induce us to risk a fourth experiment^ with dimi-r 
nished means of success. 

But, my Lords, I wish you to turn your eyes to another 
part of this business. I mean the dreadful inhumanity with 
which this war is carried on ; shocking beyond description^ 
to every feeling of a Christian, or of a man ! When we have 
heard of the cruelties of other civil wars, we used to rejoice 
not to have the age, or the country we lived in the scene of 
such misery ; but to see England, formerly famous for hu- 
manity, coolly suffering the worst of barbarities to be exer- 
cised on her fellow subjects, and appearing untouched by 
the woes she causes, because they are at a distance, and she 
does not experience any of them herself, must be truly mor- 
tifying to any man who is in the smaUest degree possessed'of 
Rational pride. 

If ever any nation shall deserve to draw down on her the 
pivine veugeaAce for her sins, it will be this, if she suffers 
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such borrid war to continue. To me, who think we have 
been originally in the wrong, it appears doubly unpardon* 
able : but even supposing we were right, it is certainly we 
who produce the war ; and I do not think any consideration 
of dominion or empire sufficient to warrant the sacrifices we 
make to it. The best rights may be bought too dear, nor 
are all means justifiable in attaining them. To arm negro 
riaves against their masters, to arm savages, who we know 
will put their prisoners to death in the most cruel tortures, 
and literally eat them, is not, in my opinion, a fdir war 
against fellow subjects. When we are unfortunately obliged 
to war with other nations, mutual esteem soon takes place 
between the troops, and reciprocal humanity prevails, which 
greatly alleviates the too many miseries of all wars ; but in 
the present contest, every mean artifice has been used to en- 
courage the soldiery to act with asperity, or alacrity, as it is 
jsow the fashion to call it. 

Instead of taking prudent measures to restrain the military 
within the closest bounds of discipline, instead of making 
them sensible, that as they were to act against their country- 
men, every possible means of saving their lives, and sparing 
their property, should be used, and every degree of compas- 
sion shewn to men who only erred from mistaken notions, 
and were still to be considered as subjects of the same King, 
they have been encouraged by authority to look upon their 
opponents as cowards, traitors, rebels, and every thing that 
is vile ; and their property has been, by law, declared law- 
ful plunder. The natural effects have followed. A military 
thus let loose, or rather thus set on, have given vent to that 
barbarity which. degrades human nature, and a total want of 
discipline and good order is said to prevail. 

The noble Lord who has moved the address, and who has 
served in America, has given a very different account, I 
shall always desire to have authentic information. I do not 
look on an expression dropped in a speech to be such. Will 
the noble Lord submit to a regular examination, and answer 
such questions as I can put to him on this matter ? Or will 
ministry allow me to call to the bar those who upon their oath 
must there give official information? The accounts I have 
heard are, that want of order universally prevails in the ar- 
mies in America ; that rapine and desolation mark their pro- 
gress. 

I am not surprised that Indians and foreigners, who can 
have no other business in our disputes, but the money they 
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are hir/ed for, should make plun4er their only object ; nor is 
it to be wondered at, .that men who sell their ovm lives, and 
their arms, to take away that, of others, in a quarrel they 
cannot understaiid, should practise that cruelty and barbaric 
ty, which men who have laid aside all principle are liable to: 
but that Englishmen should also be maude engines of such op« .> 
pression, is of the most dangerous consequences. 

My Lords, I dread the return of that anny to these king- 
doms. Formerly the rights of the subject were protected 
by the laws, and respected by the army ; property was se- 
cure ; and if the life of an Englishman was taken away, the 
whole country caJled for vengeance ; foul murder was the 
name it used to bear, and delinquents were certain of meet- 
ing with just and ignominious punishment. But now our 
soldiery have learnt a different lesson ; instead of merely sup- ' 
porting the civil authority, and being strictly restrained from 
every act of violence beyond repelling force by force, they 
have been suffered to ransack houses, to maim women, to 
commit every kind of outrage. I saw an account of a soldier 
having cut off a woman's fingers to get at her rings ; and this 
w«s mentioned only as one among the numberless instances 
jof cruelty. When an army like this returns, it may totally 
subvert the remains of freedom. If disbanded, they will be- 
come a lawless banditti ; if kept together, a most dangerous 
weapon in the hands of ministers, who have shown so little 
regard to the rights of freemen. This army is ready prac- 
tised in §pilling the blood of Englishmen. It is only calling 
pbnpxious men rebels, and your army is ready to treat them 
jSis they bav^ done the Americans, or perhaps without that 
ceremony. 

My Lords, I would not be thought to speak ill of a profes- 
sion I belong to, unless it deserves it. I feel in myself that 
esprit de corps ^ which makes me jealous of its honour ; but I 
belong by much stronger ties to the nation than to the army j 
^nd I hope the esprit de corps of an Englishman is still more 
prevalent in me. While the army was filled with men of 
property, while their sentiments were, that the first duty of 
a soldier was to his country, such an army was no way dan- 
gerous ; but when the notion, that a soldier must have no 
phoice, must not reason, must implicitly obey, was carried 
from the camp to matters of state, and is extended so far, as 
that officers are looked upon as obliged to f^ght against their 
countrymen, even though they think them resisting in a right 
f ause ; I say, my Lords, I thi|ik such an army deserves no 
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respect, and becomes that mere venal engine of power^ which 
has subverted so many free constitutions. I shall ever revere 
the noble Earl in this House, and some other officers, who ra- 
ther chose to give up their profession, than serve upon such 
terms, and contrary to the dictates of their own feelings; and 
I shall ever look with distrust on those, who advised his Ma- 
jesty to suffer such conscientious men to retire from the ser- 
vice, and thereby persuaded the King to discountenance those 
sentiments, which alone can make an army not dangerous to, 
the state. My Lords, it is from knowing something of sol- 
diers, that I know the necessity of discipline ; and I speak a 
true military language, and am a real friend to the army, 
when I recommend enforcing it, by the only effectual means 
it can be enforced, that is, by encouraging in the officers a 
respect for the law, and for the liberties of the people. But 
I am told, that other notions prevail in our American armies : 
that their marches are traced by the desolation of those we 
still call Englishmen and subjects. This, my Lords, among 
many others, seems a fit subject for enquiry. 

Can we too soon put a stop to such a scene of carnage? My 
Lords, I know that what I am going to say is not fashionable 
language, but a time will come, when every one of us must 
account to God for his actions, and how can we justify causing 
so many innocent lives to be lost ? lives of our fellow-subjects 
which we are bound to protect. I scarcely dare call on the 
right reverend bench of bishops, even for a Christian purpose, 
to assist in stopping the effusion of Christian Protestant blood. 
The very calling on bishops creates a laugh, and they join in it 
themselves. But it ill becomes them. They should cojpsit^r, 
that they sit here fbr their temporal concerns only, as a se- 
condary object ; their first duty is, by example, mildness, and 
persuasion to soften our deliberations ; and p^lrticularly in 
cases which so immediately affect the object of all religion, as 
the morality of our actions, and are of such extent as that now 
under deliberation. It becomes a mere joke, if they are to re- 
tire from the House when a poor criminal is at your bar, be- 
cause they cannot bring themselves to vote in a case of blood, 
and yet can advise the most sanguinary measures, which in- 
volves the lives of thousands. But, my Lords, as I said be- 
fore, I know that arguments drawn from religion or huma- 
nity, are of little avail, I shall therefore return to those of 
policy, which every day speak more and more forcibly. 

If the conquest of America by force becomes i^ow evidently 
impossible, let u$ consider what we are risking in this idle and 
wicked pursuit. The speech gives us reason to think, that his 

Majesty 
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Majesty does not trust to the assurances he receives from fo- 
reign powers for the preservation of peace ; that their arma- 
ments call for armaments on our side. Let us then reflect on 
the condition we are in for that Europcrn war, against which 
we are called upon to prepare. Our cnief army, that of our 
allies, and the greatest part of our frigatesi are in America. 
Will not the first hostilities here oblige us to recall them, and 
consequently to abandon America ? Can those armies come 
away without loss ? Are we sure that they will arrive *in tinie 
to save this country ? Do not they run the risk of being in- 
tercepted ? In the mean time, let us see what we have to trust 
to at home. The noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty 
says, we have a good fleet, well manned, superior to what 
France and Spain can unitedly bring against us. He is respon- 
sible for what he has asserted ; 1 wish it may prove so. But 
are we sure, that in case of a rupture, a superior fleet can se- 
cure us from a foreign invasion of this island, across a chan- 
nel which, from numberless ports, may be traversed in a win- 
ter's night ? We know that almost as often as foreign forces 
have seriously attempted to land they have succeeded ; and 
what is our defence here, if such an event should take place? I 
remember, that at the beginning of the last war, the apprehen- 
sions of an invasion were so great> that although almost all our 
army and navy was at home, we sent over for twelve thou.^and ' 
Hanoverians and Hessians to protect us. Perhaps that was 
needless and excessive caution ; but we err too much the other 
way, when we trust' to tlie very small force now in England or . 
Ireland ; and however useful the militia may be, I hope we 
shall never rely on them solely for our defence, especially of- 
ficered as they now are, by men without that qualification 
which is the very essence of the constitution. Of all nations 
upon the earth, I believe England would be the soonest and 
easiest conquered, if a considerable foreign force was to land 
at this moment, while our army is out of the kingdom, for our 
people are totally unused to arms, the country is without for- 
tresses or. strong posts, and our government without confi- 
dence. 

The state of our finance appears to me equally critical. It 
is a subjeft of too much detail to enter into on a day not pe- 
culiarly appropriated for that purpose; but it is sufficientto 
say, that we are far, very far exceeding that debt which, at the 
end of the last war, was thought would crush us, and was then 
sufficient to compel us to peace. In addition to that d.ht, afhi 
its present vast increase, we have, 1 fear, lost Ameiica and 
the resources it furnished. 
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His Majesty in his speech says, " he shall ever be watchful 
of an opportunity of putting a stop to the effusion of the blood 
of his subjects;'* but a noble Lord hassaid, that the proposal 
for peace must not come from Parliament, ' But, my Lords, 
I mu5t contend, that there are no means at present existing, 
for the King to set on foot any treaty for peace. The grounds 
of the present contest are the pretended rights of Parliament. 
The King cannot of his own authority enter into any treaty 
for relinquishing the most insignificant of them. The act un- 
der which commissioners are appointed, authorises them 
merely to receive submission, and on that condition to grant 
pardons ; and therefore, if both sides were ever so much in- 
clioed to treat, that is, reciprocally to yield up claims, there 
is no legal method open for such a treaty. Even the disposi- 
tion of Parliament is uncertain. At one time, we do not 
mean taxation ; at another, revenue is not our object : one 
eainister requires only an admission ®f the supremacy of Par- 
liament, another unconditional submission. 

A secretary of state has told us, that the negotiation opened 
on Staten Island, broke up as soon as begun, because the 
American deputies required the admission of their indepen- 
dency as a sine qua non, I believe the want of power in ©ur 
commissioners to trezft, was the true cause of that business's 
proceeding no farther; and although I am persuaded the 
noble Lord did not mean to deceive the House, I haVe rea- 
son to believe the action was not as he has stated. Let the noble 
Lord lay before the House the account which was received of 
it, that is the regular method of parliamentary information. 
I wish Parliament would remedy the real difficulty which at 
present subsists, and authorise commissioners really to treat. 

In regard to the amendment proposed, my only objection 
to it is, that it seems to convey to the world an idea that we 
are still in time to recover those invaluable provinces to Great 
Britain. I much fear it is elapsed. I do not say that it is 
impossible to reunite America with England in some shape or 
other, or that it should not be attempted: but I would not 
have the people of this country raised to an expectation, in 
which I fear they would be deceived. I will not despair, be- 
cause I am convinced that an equitable and fair union would 
be most advantageous to the inhabitants of both countries ) 
but after the exasperated state to which things have been 
- driven between thearmy and the Americans, I doubt they will 
never be reconciled to hold any dependanceon a nation, from 
which they have received such unpardonable injuries. 

7 A sc- 
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A «teretary of state has said, that he was glad to hear tlie 
noble Earl, who moved the amendment, declare, that he 
was still for the dependency of America, and that he under* 
stood all who supported the noble Lord agreed in the same 
sentiment. I know not from what premises such a conclu^ 
sion is drawn 3 but lest silence should be deemed acqui- 
escence, I must for once declare, that although I much 
wish to see the Americans return of their own accord to 
Si reasonable degree of dependency on this country, yet I 
will not say, that any alliance with them as free states 
ought to be rejected. If we can obtain the benefits of their 
commerce in return for our protection, it is all that is essen- 
tial, still less might be beneficial. I would treat, and get 
what I could with their consent ; but I would sooner give up 
every claim to America than continue an unjust and cruel 
civil war. I am happy to find the noble Earl who moved 
the amendment, has in some respect deviated from the bill 
hie proposed three years ago ; and that he would now give 
America security against the existence of a military force 
there without their consent. Indeed^, the sad experience 
they have had, makes such a security the more called for, as 
without it all other provisions would be useless. 

The Earl of Chatham. I approve in part of what the 
noble Duke says ; but I by no means think the enquiry ought 
to be set on foot intirely for the sake of the right reverend 
tench. This House, the Parliament, the nation at large, 
ought to have the opportunity to clear themselves of that 
heavy load of black and bloody -imputed guilt under which 
they suffer. I pledge myself to set on foot an enquiry into 
the state of the nation ; and, as one of its leading objects, 
I sh^ll endeavour to discover who were the authors and ad-* 
visersof letting loose the blood-hounds, and hell-bounds, the 
savages of America, upon our brethren there. . It shall be a 
kind of a lustrum, to cleanse and purify the nation from the 
odious guilt of those horrid barbarities. You, my Lords, 
the bishops, I trust, will assist in this pious work ; and you, 
my learned Lords, who are both the constitutional guardians 
and interpreters of the laws, [Addressing himself to the 
Lords Chancellor and Mansfield] will not, I trust, be want- 
ing. I shall implore the aid of the lawn sleeves and ermine 
on that occasion. I hope to stamp a proper maik both upon 
tlie illegality and inhumanity of this bloody measure; we 
shall then be assisted by the lawn and ermine, by innocence 

and 
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and wisdom : we shall have the pious assistance of that sacred 
bench ; and the no less constitutional and efficacious aid of 
the sages of the law ; of our right reverend and most learned 
brethren on both sides of the House, in dragging the author 
or authors of this Satanic measure, into broad day-light, and 
. inflicting on him or them, the ihost exemplary and condign 
punishment. 

Earl of Suffolk, The noble Earl has expressed himself in 
very vehement terms indeed. I wish he had felt as power* 
fully for the many unheard-of cruelties exercised by those 
very people over their own brethren, for no other crime but 
merely refusing to join in rebellion. I insist on wh^ I first 
said, that if the Indians had not been employed by us, thqy 
would have been employed against us* The Americans senlj 
their emissaries amongst them; and while his Lordship ex* 
pressed so much horror at the cruelty of the savages, I am . 
surprised that he did not bestow one thought on the muql^ 
more unnatural and bloody conduct of our rebellious subi^ 
jects, who, to the guilt of committing similar cruelties tp 
those he has enumerated, on Englishmen, and their own 
countrymen, have added the crimes of treason, perfidy, ir)- 
gratitude, and rebellion. The alliance of the Indians is to 
be justified upon two grounds ; one, as necessary in fa£l; 
the other, as allowable upon principle ; for first, the Ame- 
ricans endeavoured to raise them on their side, and would 
gain them, if we did not ; and next, it was allowable, and 
perfectly justifiable, to use every means tliat God and na- 
ture had put into our hands.* 

Earl of Chatham faid, the conclusion of Lord Suffolk's 
speech contained a most preposterous and enormous princi- 
ple : and added, that such notions standings© near the throne, 
might pollute the ear of Majesty. He affirmed, that such 
an alliance was against the constitution ; he believed against 
law. 



* The Duke of Grafton and Lord Shelburne denied the 
fact-; asserting that the Americans disclaimed the assis- 
tance, and endeavoured to preserve the neutrality of the 
Indians. 

Earl 
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Lord Townshend. The case was this: Mons. Montcalm 
employed them early in the war, which put us under the 
necessity of doing the same. I do not pretend to say for 
what purposes the noble Lord, who *poke last, might have 
employed them, at Montreal, or in the interior country ; 
but they were never employed in the army I commanded, 
but in assisting the troops in the laborious services necessarily 
attending an army. They were never under military com- 
mand, nor arrayed for military purposes. 

Earl Gower said, he wondered that they who had the con- 
duct of last war, should forget the means by which it was 
conducted, and should now condemn the measures they had 
formerly authorised ; and added, that Indians had been em- 
ployed on our side in the last war in America ; that presents 
had been given, and treaties made with them. 

The Earl of Chatham answered, he did pot forget ; that in 
his private knowledge he well knew they had been employed, 
for the necessary purpose of war, as he presumed, and not to 
be stretAed far and wide for murder and massacre, iand all 
their concomitant horrors : that if the previous use of them 
by the French, our natural enemy, and the inevitable neces- 
sities of our army, obliged us to employ them in military 
purposes to scour the country or cover our flanks, the gene- 
ral who commanded, and who acted from those necessities, 
would account for them : that he now appealed to him in 
that house, and called upon him to declare, whether the ad- 
ministration in that war had ever directed or authorised the 
use of the savages ? Whether ever a line from office had 
given that measure an official or public sanction ? — He re- 
minded the noble Earl [Gower] that his Lordship was not 
then in office ; but that he himself, who had then the honour 
to be secretary of state, assured their Lordships administra- 
tion never had justified or authorized that measure. 

Lord Amherst confessed, that thfey had been employed last 
war in America ; that they had been employed by both sides ; 
and that perhaps both sides might have been in the wrong ; 
but did not impute any sanction or knowledge of their use to 
administration. 

The House divided, for the amendment 28 ; against it 84. 

^' Dissentient, 
^* Because this address is a repetition of, or rather aa im- 
provement on, the fulsome adulation offered, and of the 
Vol. IX. E blind 
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blind engagements entered into on former occasions by thi» 
House, relative to this unhappy civil war." 

EFFINGHAM. 
RICHMOND. 

l^ovember 21. 
The address presented. 

The humble address of the Right Honourable the Lorde 
Spiritual and Temporal^ in Parliament assembled. 

Most gracious Sovereign^ 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament assembled, beg 
leave to return your Majesty our humble thanks for your 
most gracious speech from the throne. 

Permit us, Sir, to offer bur congratulations to your Ma« 
jesty on the increase of your domestic happiness by the birth 
of another princess, and the recovery of your royal consort ; 
who is most highly endeared to this nation, as well by hei" 
Majesty's eminent and amiable virtues, as by every new 
pledge of security to our religious and civil liberties. 

We are duly sensible of your Majesty's goodness in re- . 
curring to the advice and support of your Parliament in the 
present conjuncture, when the rebellion in North America 
still continues ; and we return your Majesty our unfeigned 
thanks for having communicated to us the just confidence 
which your Majesty reposes in the zeal, intrepidity, and exer- 
tions of your Majesty's officers and forces both by sea and 
land : but at the same time that we entertain a well-founded 
hope of the important successes, which, under the blessing 
of Providence, may be expected, we cannot but applaud your 
Majesty's unwearied vigilance and wisdom in recommending 
to us to prepare, at all events, for such further operations as 
the contingencies of the war and the obstinacy of the rebels 
may render expedient : we are therefore gratefully sensible of 
your Majesty's consideration in pursuing the measures neces- 
sary to keep your land forces complete to the present .esta- 
blishment ; and we owe it both to your Majesty and to our- 
selves to say, that we shall chearfuUy concur in enabling your 
Majesty to make good such new engagements with foreign 
powers, for the augnaentation of the auxiliary troc^> 9$ the 
weighty motives your M^'esty has stated to us may induce 
you to contract. 

It 
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It IS with great satisfaction we learn that your Majesty 
receives repeated assurances from foreign powers of their 
pacific dispositions ; and^ with hearts full of gratitude and ad- 
mrratioh^ we acknowledge your Majesty's humane, steady, 
and dignified conduct, which is equally well calculated to de- 
monstrate to the world, your Majesty's wish to preserve the 
general tranquillity of Europe, and your determination to 
maintain the honour of the crown, the security of these 
jungdomS; and the commercial interest of your subjects. 

We thankfully receive your Majesty s declaration of 
perseverance in the measures now pursuing, for the re-esta- 
blishment of a just and constitutional subordination through 
the several parts of your Majesty's dominions ; and we beg 
leave to assure your Majesty, that we participate the desire 
which at the same time animates your royal breast, to see a 
proper opportunity for putting an end to the effusion of 
blood, and the various calamities inseparable from a ^tate of 

■ The constant tenor of your Majesty's reign has shewn, 
that your whole attention is employed for the safety and hap- 
piness of all your people ; and whenever our unhappy fellow 
subjects in North America shall duly returix to their alle- 
giance, we shall readily concur in every wise and salutary 
measure which can contribute to restore confidence and 
order, and fix the mutual welfare of Great Britain and her 
colonies on the most solid and permanent foundations. 



His Majesty's answer. 

My Lords^ 

I thank you for this very loyal and dutiful address, as well 
as for your congratulations on the increase of my family, and 
for the regard you express, on this occasion, for the Q[ueen. 

The assurances you give me, of your firm and temperate 
sentiments, respecting the measures in which we are engaged, 
are highly agreeable tome ; and 1 persuade myself, that sa- 
lutary eflFects must be the natural result of deliberation, con- 
ducted on such principles. You will ever find, that the fa- 
vourite wish of my heart is to promote and effectuate the 
common happiness and welfare of all my dominions. 

Adjourned to the 27th. 

N^emher 27. 

No debate. 

E 2 Ntfuem- 
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November 28. 

The Duke of Richmond moved^ that an address be presented 
to his Majesty, that he will be pleased to give orders that 
the proper officer do lay before this House the ^st weekly re- 
turns received 'from the commanders in chief, or other pro- 
per officers commanding at the several ports of Portsmouth, 
Plymouth, and Chatham ; together with the last returns from 
the several ports in Great Britain and Ireland. As the Duke 
was explaining the grounds of his motion, he was interrupteS 
by Lord Suffolk, who whispered him. His Grace proceeded. 
He said, so the papers now moved for were obtained, it was 
of very little consequence to him whether they came through 
the official medium of the hands of the secretary of state, or 
by an address. He assured the House he sought no secrets of 
state ; he only wished barely to get as piuch information as 
the motion imported, and no more ; the last weekly returns. 
But while he concede as -to the mode, he did not mean to 
relinquish the right, according to times and circumstances, 
of calling for, and having the most ample, satisfactory, and 
detailed information. The present was little more than mere 
matter of form ; it was the language of administration in 
the other House, that they wished for nothing so much as 
the most full and ample detail ; it was the best security for 
the continuance of the pacific disposition of the House of 
Bourbon. [His Grace alluded to what fell from Sir Hugh 
Palliser, Mr. Buller, and Lord Mulgrave, in the committee 
of supply on Wednesday.] 

Earl of Sandwich replied, that he would at all times be ' 
ready to sacrifice his own personal character j:o popular opi- 
nion, when the safety of the nation required. On that ground, 
when .improper communications from the King's servants 
were looked for, tho* the withholding of them, might carry ah . 
appearance of a wish to conceal, what ought not to be refused ; 
he would always share in the censure to which such a conduct 
might be liable, sooner than endeavour to justify himself, 
by revealing what in many instances, it would not be pru- 
dent, and on some particular occasions, would be criminal tore- 
veal. That was not the case, however, at present ; the papers 
called for, were ready to be produced, on the very idea alluded 
to by the noble Duke. Our fleet was our best security ; and 
was now on so respectable a footing, that while a disclosure of 
its real state would convince our enemies, how unequal they 
would be, to carry on hostile intentions against us into exe- 
cution, would at the same time prove, how deplorably (mis- 
taken 



A. 1777. DEBATES. 53 

taken those persons wer^, who endeavoured to misrepresent 
it ; and of course to throw blame on them to whom the ma- 
nagement and care of it was entrusted. The navy had been 
amply provided for ; and he trusted, that the bounty of Par- 
liament was no less faithfully than judiciously employed. 
The navy of England had at no time been on so truly formi- 
dable a footing^ since the conclusion of the late war. On that 
ground, he was ready to meet those who doubted of the 
truth of it; on that ground he most chearfully concurred 
in the motion now made ; it was no less notorious, in what 
a ruinous state it had been, when he came to preside at the 
board he now sat. There was not at the time of the break- 
ing out of the difference with Spain, relative to Falkland's 
Island, any number of ships of force fit to proceed upon 
actual service. He observed, that the noble Duke laid great 
stress on that circumstance; and he was ready, if necessary, 
to prove, that the assertion was strictly true. 

The Duke of Richmond reminded the noble Earl of what 
passed on the subject on a former occasion, when he alluded 
in debate, to his discourse with the noble Lord at the head of 
the finances, (Lord North) on his Lordship being appointed 
to preside at ahe admiralty board, informing him of the 
ruinous state of the navy, and desiring him to co-operate 
with him, in order to reinstate the navy in its former situa- 
tion ; and adding, that he had, in consequence of that ap- 
plication, arising from the necessity of complying with it, 
received the most bountiful assistance from ministers. He 
should have imagined, however, his Lordship meant Par- 
liament ; but taking the expression either way, it came to 
the same point, that Parliament had been bountiful ; that 
his colleagues in office, or cabinet, had co-operated with 
him ; and that what depended on his Lordship, in his official 
character, had been faithfully and ably perfornred. He was 
glad to hear his Lordship so conhdent ; for if his Lordship's 
confidence was well founded, it would prove a very good 
ground of confidence in the nation. Howe^ver, all these cir- 
cumstances of bounty on one' side, and ability on the other, 
furnished the surest criterion of his Lordship's merit or de- 
merit. His Lordship has been amply and most bountifully 
assisted by Parliament, with the means of putting our navy 
in a truly respectable state of defence. If the present con- 
' dition of the navy bears an exact proportion to the means 
then has the noble Lord done his duty, and no more ; if it 
exceeds the means, he is of course entitled to that merit 

E 3 which 
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which his Lordship has, with so much parade, so frequently - 
arrogated to himself; whereas, if the condition of the navy* 
holds not a proportion to the means, with Which his Lord- 
ship has been so bountifully trusted, then, most certainly, 
instead of performing his duty, or being entitled to merit, 
every thing short of his duty and his means will be justly 
imputed to him as demerit. ' This is the very object I have 
in view. Both sides of this picture have been held forth i 
contradictory accounts have gone abroad, as well within ag 
without doors ; and be the issue of the proposed inquiry what 
it may, it is necessary that the truth should be revealed. It 
is the true object of my intended motion for a coYnmittee on 
Tuesday next, that all the papers which shall then be before 
the House be referred to it, in order that your Lordships^ 
and thie Nation at large> may not be misled by any ill-founded 
information either in or out of Parliament, or by any set of 
men in or out of place. 

Earl of Sandwich replied, that he wished sincerely for the 
enquiry, in order that their Lordships and the Public might 
be informed on which side the truth lay. As to the cir- 
cumstances alluded to by the noble Duke, they were very 
fairly stated. He had said, that our navy, when he came to 
preside in the post he now occupies, was in the most ruipous 
condition. He was justified in now repeating and maintain* 
ingthe same assertion. It was not the fault of the able and 
gallant officer [Lord Hawke] whom he succeeded : it was 
owing, as he had often before observed, to the ships towards 
the close of the late war being built of green timber ; and, of 
course, rotting on that account ; which was the true cause 
that when the hostile appearances of Spain rendered it neces- 
sary that we should arm, we had scarcely a ship capable of 
actual service. He came into office in 1771 ; and it was not 
even that the fact was true, as now stated ; but a general opi^ 
nion had prevailed throughout the nation, that no timber Was 
to be had, by any. means; nor upon any terms. He made 
enquiry how this matter migX be remedied ; and he fpund, 
that timber could be procured, \^uld Parliament co-operate ; 
if money was to be had, timber could be obtained. He 
struck out the proposition of purchasing foreign timber^ 
And what has been the consequence, my Lords ? — " When I 
came into office, we had in all the King's yards but thirteen 
thousand load ; whereas we have now, after condemning so 
many ships as unfit for service, and building so many new 
ones^ sixty-two thousand loads. We have now a three- 
years 
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years stock of timber on hands ; the consequence of which 
is, not only that we can build at pleasure, but that we build 
with seasoned timber : and that care is taken still to supply 
what is worked up. Another precaution to prevent the re- 
turn of the same disaster in time to come is, that not satisfied 
with building with seasoned timber^ we take care to have none 
of the new ships rapidly built ; but that as the materials have 
been seasoned before the keel is laid, the time given to the 
constructing of line of battle ships is considerably increased. 
On the whole, my Lords, 1 am extremely pleased at the mo« 
tion now made ; and whatever degree of merit I may be en- 
titled to, I shall readily forego my pretensions, if, in your 
JLbrdships' opinion, it shall appear I have done my duty." 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Duke of Richmond then moved that the House be 
summoned to attend cm Tuesday next {December 2 J as he 
meant oh that day to move for a committee to consider of the 
atate of the nation. His Grace said, he was not bound by 
precedent to give notice of what he intended to move ; but 
as the matter was of the very first importance, and would 
probably involve in it several great national questions, he ima- 
gined it would be the best proof he could give of his can- 
dour^ to acquaint such Lords as might differ in opinion from 
him of the real object of his present motion, which was to 
obtain information, as the first and only step to enable their 
Lordships to judge and finally decide on the most prudent, 
wise, and salutary measures for averting those evils with 
which this country is at present threatened. 

Agreed to. 

Adjourned to December 2. 

December 2. 

Duke of Richmond. My Lords, I am happy to h^ve 
given notice on Friday last, of the motion with which I in- 
tended to trouble your Lordships to-day ; because it proves 
my wish that the state of the nation. might be considered, in- 
dependent of any events that might befall our arms. 

I have on a former occasion said, that whatever those events 
might be, they must equally contribute to make us desire an 
end of the present ruinous war. Should the most brilliant 
successes attend us, should American resistance be annihilated, 
we must still be soi*ry to see Englishmen under the edge of 
the sword, and governed by a military power. But no ^uch 
event is possible. Should disgrace therefore take place..it 
would only confirm what has been so o&en foretold here, fflat 

E4 ate* 
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a reduction of Amema by force of arms is impossible. Or 
should the operations be chequered by failures and undecisive 
successes, alternately^, our affairs will then be in the worst 
condition, as we shall be tempted to further trials, which wiU 
exhaust us still more, and from the nature of things cannot 
prospen in the present undertaking. I am told that news is 
arrived. Till it is made public, 1 cannot comment upon it. 
But be it good, bad, or indifferent, it ought not to prevent 
your Lordships from entering seriously into the inquiry I 
mean to propose — an inquiry into the state of the nation. 
I am sure your Lordships cannot say that such an inquiry is . 
iinnecessary. .When a civil war rages with uncommon vio- 
lence, and has rent the empire asunder ; when the whole force 
of the kingdom, and all we can hire, are unable to restore 
quiet ; when we are adding enormously to a debt already 
enormous, and there is no prospect of a happy issue, it can- 
not be said that no inquiry is necessary, because all goes^on 
smoothly and well. That a most unnatural civil war does. 
exist, that we are expending treasures of menswid money, and 
that we seem farther than ever from the situation we left, is 
what every one must acknowledge. Does it not then become 
the nation to enquire and be informed in the most solemn 
manner possible, how we came into this situation ? for wliat 
we are contending ? what the contest cost us ? and what pro-' 
spect there is of a happy end ? We have certainly had very 
little information, and it must be allowed that wisdom, espe- 
cially in times of difficulty, requires us to proceed upon a 
thorough knowledtje of every circumstance that may lead us 
to judge rightly. We must first be sure that our cause is just, 
then enquire into our means, the likelihood of success, the 
degree to which it may be pursued, and whether that degree 
of success is worth the certain loss and great risk to which we 
expose ourselves in the pursuit ? In times like these, the na- 
tion has a right to be informed of the true state of its afiairs, 
and Parliament being the regular and authentic channel of 
such information, it is the duty of Parliament to give it. 

An inquiry into the state of the nation is very extensive ; 
it includes every thing. 1 hope therefore that every one of 
your Lorvdships in the least used to business, will lend his 
assistance in prosecuting those branches that may appear most 
important. One object may strike one, and another another. 
The inquiry will be open to all. But as it may be expected 
I should in some degree point out for what purpose I parti- 
cularly move it, I sluiH, without excluding myself from any 

other 



A.. 1777. DEBATES. 57 

other subject, or from what shall arise from the materials laid 
before us, readily explain what I have principally in view. 
It is, to state to the nation what this war, so far as it has 
gone, has already cost us in blood and treasure ; to inquire 
into the conduct of it, and the measures taken for restoring* 
peace. For these purposes I shall move that several accounts, 
and papers be laid before the House ; and that there may be 
time to weigh them, I shall not move that the day for going 
into this consideration be before the holidays y nor yet im- 
mediately after, lest there should not be time to prepare any 
other papers which may then seem necessary. I therefore 
humbly move your Lordships, to resolve that this House will 
take into consideration the state of the nation on Monday the 
2d of February next. 

Earl of Suffolk. I presume the noble Duke does not mean 
to infringe upon the right which the King's servants have, o( 
judging of what in their respective offices may or may not be 
properly and safely disclosed ; consistently with the interest of 
the nation, and the safety of individuals. If the noble Duke 
entertains such an intention, I shall most certainly resist any 
proposition tending that way. It would be imprudent and 
impolitic, and would be direftly contrary to his Grace's 
avowed object, that of promoting the public welfare. 

Duke of Richmond. By no means : I do not wish for any 
improper or dangerous information ; and to avoid a possibi-^ 
lity of even the appearance of any thing of the kind, the mo- 
tions I intend to submit to your Lordships shall all have a re- 
trospective view ; they will be framed so as to call forth mat- 
ter already known to our enemies ; matter known to perhaps 
every other person, who may have made it his business to 
discover it, but to both Houses of Parliament. They will 
chiefly be directed to two points ; to the state of our army 
and navy ; and the expences of the war previous to the first 
of August last. To such a disclosure, I presume there is not 
one of your Lordships can reasonably object. — I shall first 
move, that an account be laid before this House, of the re- 
turns of the several military corps and marines serving on 
shore, which have suffered by death, wounds, captivity, 
sickness, or desertion, from the commencement of the year 
1774, to the 1st of August 1777, in America. — Agreed to. 

A list of ships and armed vessels, and the number of men 
who suffered, as in the* former motion, by death, wounds, 
captivity, sickness, and desertion. 

Earl 
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Earl of Semdwteh objected to this motion ; said it was im- 
possible to make out ther account; that no accounts were kept 
in some instances 3 and where they were, they had not usually 
been transmitted to his office. So it happened in the case of 
desertion, where frequently they were received on board 
ether vessels. 

Duke of Richmond replied, that he did not expect any in- 
formation from the noble Lord it was not in his power to 
give; that the account moved for was regular and parliamen* 
tary : the motion being general, would extend to the inferior 
boards ©f the same department, and of course relieve hit 
Lordship from the difficulty which he had now started. 

His Grace moved, thirdly, for the last returns from the 
hospitals of the sick, wounded, and dead. 

Fourthly, for a list of the ships and armed vessels em- 
ployed as convoys. All agreed to. 

Fifthly, for an account of his Majesty's ships of war> 
which have been employed- (since the passing of an aft of the 
>6th of his present Majesty, to prohibit all trade and inter- 
course with the colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusett 
Bay, Providence Plantation, &c.) as cruisers, for the pro- 
tection of this kingdom and Ireland ; the station of such 
ships, and how long ordered to continue on such cruizes; 
with the times of their going to sea, and returning into port, 
so far as relates .to such ships as are actually returned into 
port. 

Earl of Sandwich opposed this motion strenuously. He 
said it would be informing the Americans of our strength , 
and stations, and enable them to avoid the vigilance of the 
King's ships. 

Duke of Richmond replied, that the want of force, or the 
want of vigilance, was the cause of so many of our mer- 
chant vessels having been taken, and of our seas swarming 
with American privateers, who infested our coasts so as to 
endanger our commerce, or, indeed, rather in some measure 
suspend it. 

Earl of Sandwich acknowledged the charge in part, and 
said, that eighteen American privateers had sailed from one 
port only (Boston) which it was not in our power to prevent 
for want of information. The force we had to protect the 
toast of Great Britain and Ireland, was amply sufficient, if 
we had known that the Americans intended to infest our 
coasts. The motion was agreed to. 

His 
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His Grace's sixth motion, was for the Iast.accounts of the 
state o£ the army in this kingdom. 

The seventh, for the sute of the army in Ireland. 

The eighth, for the state of the army in America, distin- 
guishing the nnmber of British and foreign troops. These 
three last motions were agreed to without any opposition. 

Earl of Chatham. I most cheerfully testify my approba- 
tion of the motions now made by the noble Duke; and am 
firmly persuaded, that they have originated in the most ex» 
aked motives : nor am Hess pleased with the very candid re- 
ception they have met with from your Lordships. I think 
they will draw forth a great mass of useful information ; but 
as to those respecting the state of our military strength, there 
appears something yet wanting to render them complete.. 
Nothing has been ofiFered which may lead to inform us of 
the actual state of the garrisons of Gibraltar and Minorca^ 
Aose two very important fortresses, which have hitherto 
enabled us to maxnuin our superiority in the Mediterranean, 
and one of them (Gibraltar) situated on the very continent 
of Spain, the best proof of our naval power, and the only 
solid chjcck on that of the House of Bourbon j yet those 
two important fortresses are left to chance and the pacific 
dispositions of France and Spain, as the only protection; 
we hold them but by sufferance. I know them to be in a 
defenceless state. None of your Lordships are ignorant that 
we lost Mahbn at the commencement of the late war. It 
was indeed a fatal disaster, as it exposed the trade and com- 
merce of the Mediterranean to the ravages of our inveterate 
and then powerful enemies. My Lords, such was the light 
the acquisition of that fortress was looked upon when it was 
first taken, that the Duke of Marlborough, who was no 
great penman, but who employed a secretary to draw up his 
dispatches, in answer to the letter from the able general and 
oonsummate statesman who conquered it (the fattier of my 
noble relation, now in my eye, Earl Stanhope) trusted the 
dispatch to the secretary, but added a postscript in his own 
hand writing, where he recommended particularly to the 
victorious general, to by no means neglect putting that for- 
tress in the best possible state of defence, and to garrison it 
with natives, and not foreigners. When 1 had the honour, 
soon after it fell into the hands of the French, to be called 
into the councils of the late King, I never lost sight of that 
circumstance. Gibraltar still remained in our hands ; and 
though the war in Germany, which Parliament thought fit 
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U> engage in, and bind themselves to, before I came into 
i>ffice ; though we were carrying on the most extensive ope- 
rations in America; though the coast of Africa, and the 
West India islands, required a suitable force to protect them ; 
"and though these kingdoms called for a proportionate army, 
Bot only to act defensively but offensively on the coasts of 
our enemies ; notwithstanding all those pressing services ; 
my Lords, having the counsel of that great man constantly 
in view, it determined me, that whatever demands, or how 
much soever such troops might be wanted elsewhere, that 
Gibraltar should never want a full and adequate defence. I 
never had, my Lords, less than eight battalions to defend it. 
1 think a battalion was then about eight hundred strong; So 
that, my Lords, I affirm, that Gibraltar was never trusted 
to a garrison of less than six thousand men. My Lords, this 
force was as it were locked up in that fortress during the 
whole of the late war ; nor could any appearance of the most 
urgent necessity induce me to weaken it. My Lords, I know 
that the very weak and defenceless state of these islands does 
iwt seem to admit of any troops being spared from the home 
defence ; but, my Lords, give me leave to say, that what- 
ever reluctance or disgust there may have appeared in several 
veteran and able generals to the service, where the toniii- 
bawk and scalping-knile were to be the warlike instruments 
employed as the engines of destruction, I am convinced there 
are many, some of whom I have in my eye [supposed to 
mean Lords Townshend and Amherst J who would, with 
ardour and alacrity, accept of any command, where the true 
honour, interest, and' safety of their country were concerned. 
My Lords, the moment is arrived when this spirit should be 
exerted. Gibraltar is garrisoned by Hanoverians. I am 
told, if any accident should happen to the present command- 
ing officer there, that the care of the fortress, and the com- 
mand of the troops, would devolve on a foreigner. I do 
not recollect his name, but this is my information ; and if I 
do not hear it contradicted, I must take it for granted. I 
am well authorized to say, my Lords, that such is the present 
defenceless state of Gibraltar, that there is not a second re- 
lief in case of an attack ; not men sufficient to man the 
works, \vhi!c those fatigued with service and watching go to 
refresh, eat, or sleep, though Germany and the wilds of A- 
inericahave been ransacked for the purpose. 

My Lords, we should not want men in a good cause: and 
nothing ought to be left untried to procure them. I remem- 
ber 
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ber, soon after the period I shall take the liberty to reminil 
your Lordships of, after an unnatural rebellion had been exr 
tinguished in the northern part of this island, men not fglit- 
ing for liberty, or the constitution of their country, but pro- 
fessedly to annihilate both, as advocates for popery, slavery, 
and arbiftar)' power, not like our brethren in America, Whigs 
in principle, and Heroes in conduct; I remember, I say, my 
Lords, that I employed those very rebels in the service and 
defence of their country. They were reclaimed by this 
means; they fought our battles; they cheerfully bled in de- 
fence of those liberties which they attempted to overthrow^ 
but a few years before. What, then, does your Lordships 
imagine would be the effect of a similar conduct towards the 
Whigs and Freemen of America, whom you call rebels ; 
Would it not, think you, operate in like manner ? They 
would fight your battles ; they would cheerfully bleed for 
you ; they would render you superior to all your foreiga 
enemies ; they would bear your arms triumphant to every 
quarter of the globle. You have, 1 fear, lost the affect ion, 
the good-will^ of this people, by employing mercenary Ger- 
mans to butcher them; by spiriting up the savages of Ame- 
rica to scalp them with the tomahawk. My Lords, I would 
have you consider, should this war be pushed to extremities, 
the possible consequences. — It is no farther from America to 
England, than from England to America. If conquest is to 
-be the issue, we must trust to that issue, and fairly abide 
by it. 

The noble Earl at the head of the admiralty, the last 
night I had the honour to address your Lordships, contra- 
dicted me, when I asserted we had not above twenty ships of 
the line fit to proceed to sea (on actual service) at a short 
warning. I again repeat the assertion, though I gave it up 
at that time, on account of the plausibility and confidence 
with which the fact was asserted, I now say, there are not 
above 20 ships of the line on which any naval officer of cini- 
•nence and skill in his profession would stake his credit. The 
noble Earl in office, said, there were thirty-hve ships of the 
line fit for sea ; but acknowledged, that there was a defici- 
ency of near 3000 of the complements necessary to proceed 
upon actual Service. How did the noble Earl propose to fiii 
up that deficiency ? By supernumeraries, by transfers, by 
recruits, &c. Will the noble Earl say, that 21,000 is afuU 
war complement for thirty -five sliips ot the line ? or will he 
undertake to assure this House (even allowing for thoseodds 

and 
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iiunieraries, collectively considered, certainly could not be 
deemed as able and as serviceable as that part of the comple- 
ment of any ship which had been some time on board, how- 
ever many individuals among the supernumeraries might be 
perfect masters of their profession, and able seamen in every 
sense of the word. The custom of manning the navy, he told 
the Duke, was not to give a ship her full complement at once» 
but just before she sailed to perfect her complement by a 
sjnall portion of supernumeraries, by which means, from the 
various employments on board, all the hands were imme- 
diately useful, and in a very short time the supernumeraries 
•were to the full as serviceable in every poim as the rest of 
the crew. 

The Duke of Richmond, I beg leave to return my best 
thanks for your readiness in granting the papers 1 have moved 
for; : When ministers have refused information, I have been 
strong in my censures. I am equally eager now to give them 
Jnerit for their acquiescence. Concealment ever creates dis- 
trust. A willingness to have our conduct examined fairly 
Afld fr?eely, is the surest method of obtaining confidence. A 
liioble Lord in office has said, that he hoped I did not me^n 
to preclude ministers from making such official communica- 
tions as they may tliink proper. Certainly I do not. I wish 
every information to come voluntarily, and it is only because 
it ha^:been neglected and formerly refused, that I have now, 
as an individual, caHed for it in this solemn manner. I au- 
gur well from the readiness with which it has been granted. 
I hope it'shews a disposition* to give the nation real informa- 
tion, and I think the nation cannot know the true state of its 
a8airs, and not see the necessity of an immediate peace. Peace 
is my only object — Peace with those with whom we are con- 
nected by blood, by habits, by language, by religion, and by 
interest. With them let us form a real family compact. 
This is our most natural alliance, which will enable us to re- 
sist all the other family compacts in the world. 

The Duke of Bolton rose next, and having said a word or 
two in justification of what Lord Sandwich had thrown out 
respecting the nature of supernumeraries, his Grace observed, 
that several of the motions offered to their Lordships by the 
noble Duke near him were exceedingly important; and as 
their view most clearly was to ascertain the present state of the 
navy, he could not but endeavour to vSupply that deficiency 
which he foresaw they would leave in the information aimed 
at, and which he acknowledged their Lordships in parti. 

F2 cular. 
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our power to ericrea^e our strength, and how long it woul^ 
take us to give it such an addition as would render it mor^ 
formidable than that of any other -country could possibly be 
rendered. Foreigners went into our yards, and saw a great 
number of ships in dock, and apparently nearly ready for 
sea. It was right that they should entertain an opinion, that 
they were all nearly ready, although it often happened when 
he, perhaps, stood alone in the knowledge that, from various 
private reasons, several of those apparently ready ships could 
hot be sent to sea for some time. It was politic always to 
conceal our naval resources, and it was a policy so obvious, 
that it was by no means peculiar to Great Britain, France 
did, and had long done, the same ; nay, she had gone fur- 
ther, she had shut up her dock-yards from the eye of every 
stranger, and had a most formidable fleet on paper, which she 
held out to terrify the world, when he well knew, from secret 
^nd authentic intelligence, that many of her ships upon paper, 
were ships on paper only, and that they could not be put to 
sea, wer-e there occasion for their services. He begged, 
therefore, that the noble Duke would withdraw his motion, 
as he must oppose it, if he persisted in offering it ; at the same 
time, however, the Earl repeated, that he did not wish to 
with-hold from their Lordships any intelligence proper to be 
given ; if the noble Duke wished only to know what ships 
could soon be fitted out, in addition to the forty-two already 
in commission, he would readily tell him : in about a twelve- 
month we might have ninety line of battle ships at sea, and 
speedily after that period many more. 

The Duke of Bolton declared, that he readily withdrew his 
motion ; because he saw it would, as the noble Lord had 
said, rather tend to distress than serve this country. From 
the noble Earl's repeated boasting of the good state of our 
navy, the readiness with which our ships were manned, and 
the abundant quantity of timber inour yards, he had conceived 
that it was of very little consequence, how public our naval 
stren^fh was made ; he now, however, was sorry to say, he 
found that the noble Lord's boastings were merely vain- 
boastings. In the year 1757, he well remembered, after a 
press of six months, eighty sail of the line were ready for 
sea. We had of late heard of a press, and a warm press, and 
yet the first Lord of the admiralty declared, that we had 
now only 55 ships ready, and that in twelve months more 
we could not increase that number to more than 90 sail— an* 
incontrovertible proof, that so far from our navy being in a 

F 3 ^vi<2^^ 
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good and excellent condition, it was in a most deplorable 
condition. Having so §trong a proof of the lamentable cdn- 
dition of the navy, the Duke repeated, that he did not hesi- 
tate a moment to withdraw his motion. 

The Earl of Sandwich rose once more to justify himsejf. 
He observed that the Duke had started a new matter ; that 
if speedily equipping ships had been necessary, he certainly- 
could have had a great many more ships ready than there now 
were ; but the necessities of the state always governed the 
conduct qf the admiralty -board, and he should hold hiniseif 
highly culpable, and he did not doubt their Lordships would 
be of the same opinion, if he put the nation to a larger ex- 
pence than occasion required. The Earl begged their Lord- 
ships to recollect, that a sufficient naval force to serve the 
purposes of the American war had been got ready as soon as 
it was called for ; and that the present naval armament wa$ 
prepared the moment it was knowr^ that the House of Bour- 
bon was arming ; he added, that had a foreign war broke 
put, there is no doubt but an increase equal to the occasion 
might Ipng since have been made to the navy, and concluded 
his speech with declaring, that till there was occasion, he 
jshould not think it incumbent upon him to add to the public 
burthen, by increasing the public expence. 

The Duke of Graftgn imputed the present calamitpus situ- 
ation of this country to the want of information ; and in7 
listed particularly, that the prohibitory, or capture act, passed 
\x\ the J 6th of his present fylajesty-s reign, and softened by 
the pretended powers yested in the Crown, for appointing 
^commissioners to treat with America, was not the only cause 
of the subsequent digasters, but of the colonies declaring 
themselves independent. If however the powers granted by 
the act were what Ministers pretended they meant to give, 
he wished to know what were the fruits they produced ; and 
what steps had been taken by the commissioners to carry 
them into cxecutiop. His Grace then moved, ^^ That the 
proper officer do lay before this House such papers as relate 
to the fulfilling that part of an act (meaning the capture act) 
so far as the same impowers certain persons to declare any 
colony, province, city, town, pretinct, port or place at the 
peace of his Majesty : with a return of such colony, province, 
city, town^ precinct, port or place, that since passing of the 
above act may be declared to be at the peace of his Majesty." 

The Earl oi Suffolk said, he hoped the noble Duke did not 
piiean, by the generality of his motion, ta take in any papers 

leading 
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leading to treaty ; or particulars preparatory to i^ ; but 
which never prpduced anV effect. If that was his Gft^ce's 
intention, he certainly would oppose the motion ; ifnot^he 
had no objection. The powers of the act went no further 
than to receive submissions, which, in his opinion^ ws^s very 
right ; as far therefore, as any treaty was opened, or carried 
on, under those powers, he was ready to accede to the mo- 
tion ; but mere overtures tending to some future negotiation, 
he did not think proper to disclose, as they might materially 
affect individuals. His Lordship likewise objected to the 
terms of the Duke of Richmond's motion, relative to the 
appointing of a committee, aS unusual. 

The Duke of Richmond answered, that it was usual, and 
referred to a similar motion made by the noble Earl near 
him, some years since, in precisely the same words. [Earl 
power, the latter end of the year 1767.] 

The Duke of Grafton's motion, thus modified, and un- 
d^stood by his Grace and the House, was agreed to. 

His Grace lastly moved, *' That an account of the na- 
tional debt, as it stood on the 5th January 17 70, and on 
the same day, in the years 177 1> 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, with 
an account of all mpn;es issued or granted from the latter 
period to the present, as far as the accounts could be made 
up, be l^d before this House." Agreed to without any op- 
position. 

Adjourned to December 5. 

December 5, 

Earl of Chatham, His Lordship began with remarking, 
that the King's speech at the ©pening of ^he session conveyed 
a general information of the measures intended to be pur- 
sued ; and looked forward to the probable occurrences which 
might be supposed to happen, and affect the great bodies to 
whom they were addressed, and of course the nation at large, 
who were finally interested. He had the last speech from 
the throne now in his hand, and a deep sense of the public 
calamity in his heart : they would both co-operate to inforce 
and justify the measure he meant to propose. He was sorry 
to say, the speech contained a very unfaithful picture of the 
state of public affairs. This assertion was unquestionable ; 
not a poble Lord in administration would dare rise, aad even 
so much as controvert the fact. ---The speech held out a spe- 
cious outside— -was full of hopes ; yet it was manifest, that 
every thing within and without, foreign and domestic, was 
i\x\\ of danger, 4nd calculated tp inspire the most melancholy 
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aniji ends) that the ships will be properly manned by the 
numbers now actually on board ? But if every particular fact, 
stated by the noble Earl, be precisely as he would persuade 
your Lordships to believe ; will his Lordship pretend to af- 
firm, that 35 ships of the line, or even 42 (the highest that 
his Lordship ventured to go) would, in case of a rupture with 
the House of Bourbon, be sufficient for all the purposes of 
offence, defence, and protection ? I am sure his Lordship will 
not. A fleet in the Channel; one in the Western sea; ano- 
ther in the West Indies ; and one in the Mediterranean ; be- 
sides convoys andcixiizers to protect our commerce and an- 
noy our enemies. I say, my Lords, that thirty -five ships of 
the line would be necessary for the protectidn of our trade 
and fortresses in the Mediterranean alone. We must be 
equal to the combined force of France and Spain in that sea, 
or we need not send a single ship there. Ships must be sta- 
tioned to command respect from the powers on the coast of 
Barbary, and to prevent their piracies on our merchant ves* 
sels. We must have a superior fleet in the western sea like- 
wise ; and we must have one in the Channel equal to the de* 
fence of our own coast. 

These were the ideas which prevailed, when I had the ho..» 
nour of assisting in the British councils, and at all other pre* 
-ceding periods of naval hostility since the Revolution. My 
Lords, if Lord Anson was capable of the high office the noble 
£^l now presides in, the noble Earl is certainly mistaken iti 
saying, that 35 or 55 ships of the line are equal to the several 
services now eaumeraited: that great naval commander gave 
in a list at one time, of 84,000 seamen actually on the books. 
It is well worthy of your Lordships inquiry to know what 
are the present number. The motion made by the noble 
Duke leads to that inquiry, and meets my warmest approba* 
tion ; but that we may have every necessary information, I 
recommended to my noble friend to amend his motion by ex- 
tending it to Gibraltar and Mahon. I do not wish to have 
any thing disclosed at present, which may tend to expose the 
weak state of those fortresses ; but I think it is incumbent 
upon your Lordships to learn their strengdi, in point of 
numbers of men ; and to know how the fact stands, rela- 
tive to the possibility of the command of Gibraltar devolv- 
ing on a foreigner, in case of any accident happening to the 
officer who now commands there. ■ 

Earl of Sandwich rose in great warmth ; said he asserted, 

OH the occasion alluded to, nothing but the truth ; that he. 

8 never 
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9ever meant to mislead j that he was an honest man ; and 
when he asserted what he knew was right, he would be brow- 
beat by no man. He acknowledged the superior abilities of 
the noble Earl 3 but when facts were in question, which he 
knew to be true, he would give way to know authority, how* 
ever high or respectable. As to the deficiency of the com- 
plements of the thirty -five line of battle ships, when he said 
they could be filled up by. supernumeraries, he was justified 
in saying so; and by the manner the noble Lord understood 
tlic word supernumeraries, it was plain lie was ignorant of 
the term ; they were not the outcast or refuse of ^he navy ; 
nor made by transfers from one ship to another ; they might 
be as idble seamen as any in the navy : the truth was, that the 
complements of several ships exceeded their rates ; so that 
every man borne in each ship, more than what was always 
allowed to man a ship of that rate, is a supernumerary. They 
were composed of able and ordinary seamen; they might 
have been pressed, or have entered voluntarily into the service. 
His Ix)rdship said, it was extremely unparliamentary to ar- 
gue upon expressions which had fallen in a former debate. 
He did not however wish to avail himself of that long esta- 
blished usage. He said then, and he now repeated, that we 
bad a navy fully adequate to meet the whole force of tlie 
House of Bourbon, in the first instance ; and should they en- 
tertain any hostile intentions, the remainder of our force was 
in such a state of preparation as would render it milch supe- 
rior to any Trance and Spain could send against us* He was 
not ashaxned to tell the noble Lord, that it is the duty of a 
first Lord of the Admiralty, to have a fleet superior to any 
thing those powers may be able to send to sea. France and 
Spain had armed some time since, so did we. Those arma- 
ments have been increased, so have ours. Such was the true 
state of the case ; we are in a state of preparation; whenever 
further appearances justify us, we must keep pace with our 
ireiglibours. The noble Earl, in debate, had laid great stress, 
dist the Mediterranean alone would call for a naval force, 
^tadi to the whole of the ships ready for service. He couM 
hardly think thst; the greatest fleet ever sent upon that ser* 
vice, was under Matthews and Lestock, during the war pre- 
ceding the lastw Thenoble.Earl would, he hoped, recollect, 
that t^t fleet had rnany other objects besides the protection 
of the Mediterranean commerce, or of Gibraltar and Ma- 
hon. It was ^eftt there to facilitate the operations of our 
•Hies in Italy ; to-^rotect the King of Sardinia's and the Em* 

press 
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zare was about a cargoe of skins ; he would have thrai, but 
the Prince of Saumur wouM not submit. The Duke was con- 
jured jKJft to go to war ; but he persisted ; " he was deter- 
mined steadily to pursue the same measures ;" he marched 
against ^^ the deluded multitude ;'' but at last gave one in- 
stance of his magnanimity, by imputing his misfonuiies to 
bis own obstinacy ; because^ said he, this was owing to my 
not submitting to be well advised." Tlie case of the Duke 
of Burgundy was applicable to England. Ministers had 
undertaken a rash enterprize, without wisdom to plan^ or 
ability to execute. What had occasioned the rise in the 
value of estates ? America, which he now feared was for 

' ever lost. She had been the great support of this country. 
She had produced millions ; she afforded soldiers and sailors ; 
she had given our manufacturers employment, and enriched 
our merchants. The gentlemen of landed property would 
probably feel this ; for v4ien commerce fails, when new bur- 
dens are incurred, when the means by which those burdens 
were lightened are no more, the land owner will feel the 
double pressure of heavy taxes. He will find them doubled 
in the first instance, and his rents proportionably decreased. 
But what had we sacrificed all those advantages for ? In pur- 
suit of a pepper corn ! And how did we treat America ? Pe- 
titions rejected, complaints unanswered ; dutiful representa- 
tions treated with contempt ; an attempt to establish des- 
potism on the ruins of constitutional liberty ; measures to 

• enforce taxation by the point of the sword. Ministers had 
insiduously betrayed us into a war ; ' and what were the fruits 
of it ? Let the sad catastrophe which had befallen Mr. Bur- 
goyne speak the success. 

In the course of his speech, he adverted to the language 
held in print, and in that House, by a most reverend prelate, 
the Tory doctrine, which it contained ; and, he trusted, he 
should yet see the day when those pernicious doctrines would 
be deemed libellous, and treated as suche They were the 
doctrines of Atterbury and Sachcverel ; as a Whig, he 
should never endure them ; and doubted not, the author or 
authors would suffer that degree of censure and punishment 
they wrrc justly entitled to. 

After recommending measures of peace, instead of mea- 
sures of blood, and promising to co-operate in every measure 
that mi;;ht promise to put a stop to the effusion of one, and 
to promote the other, which still might prove the means of 
once more uniting our colonies to us, his Lordship moved, 

'' That 



fi, 1777* DEBATES. 74 

administration to produce the orders, if any such had beSen 
given. 

We had, he said, swept every corner of Germany for 
men : we had searched the darkest wilds of America for the 
scalping-knife ; but those bloody measures being as weak 
as they were wicked, he recommended, that instant ordert 
might be sent to call home the first, and disband the others ; 
indeed, to withdraw our troops entirely ; for peace, he vrai 
certain* would never be effected, as long as the German 
bayonet and Indian scat ping-knife were threatened to be 
buried in the bowels of our American brethren. Such an 
expectation was absurd, mad, and foolish. The colonies must 
consider us as friends, before they will ever consent to treat 
with us ; a formal acknowledgment of our errors, and a re- 
nunciation of our unjust, ill-founded, and oppressive claims^ 
inust precede even the least attempt to conciliate. He de- 
clared himself an avowed enemy to American independency. 
He was a Whig ; and though he utterly, from his heart, ab- 
horred the system of government endeavou^ed to be carried 
into execution in America, he as earnestly and zealously con- 
tended for a Whig government, and a Whig connection be- 
tween both countries, founded in a constitutional dependence 
and subordination. 

His Lordship then recurred to the melancholy momen. 
tous situation of pubHe affairs rn general. He said America 
was lost, even by the accounts administration in the Gazette 
had thought proper to impart. General Washington proved 
himself three times an abler general than Sir William Howe; 
for, with a force much inferior in number, and infinitely 
inferior in every other respect, as asserted from an authority 
not tp be questioned [Lord Germaine] he had been able to 
bafflie every attempt of ours, and left us in such a situation, 
t'ijat, if not assisted by our fleet, our troops in the neigh- 
tourhood of Philadelphia must probably share the same un- 
happy fate with those under General Burgoyne. He ctfn- 
'^^nmed the motives of the war in the most pointed and ener- 
. ]getic expressions, and the conduct of it in still stronger ; and 
' c6mpared the situation of this country to that brought on hit 
dominions by the Duke of Burgundy, surnamed the Bold. 
A Prince of the House of Savoy had his property seized by 
' him; the injured Prince would not submit : war was deter, 
mined on : and the object strongly resembled the paltry pre- 
tence on which we had armed, and had earned fire, sword, 
and devastation through every corner of America. The sei-j 
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aure ivas about a cargoe of skins ; he would have them, but 
the Prince of Saumur would not subjnit. The Duke was con- 
jured ^ot to go to war ; but he persisted ; he was deter- 
mined steadily to pursue the same measures ;' he marched 
against '^ the deluded multitude;'* but at last gave one in- 
stance of his magnanimity, by* imputing his misfortunes to 
his own obstinacy ; because, said he, this was owing to my 
, not submitting to be well advised/* The case of the Duke 
off Burgundy was applicable to England. Ministers had 
undertaken a rash enterprize, without wisdom to plan, or 
ability to execute. What had occasioned the rise in the 
value of estates ? America, which he now feared was for 
* ever lost. She had been the great support of this country. 
She had produced millions ; she afforded^sddiers and sailors ; 
$he had given our manufacturers employment, and enriched 
^ our merchants. The gentlemen of landed property would 
probably feel this ; for when commerce fails, when new bur- 
dens are incurred, when the means by which those burdens 
were lightened are no more, the land owner will feel the 
double pressure of heavy taxes. He will find them doubled 
in the first instance, and his rents proportionably decreased. 
But what had we sacrificed all those advantages for ? In pur- 
tsuit of a pepper corn ! And how did we treat America? Pe* 
titions rejected, complaints unanswered ; dutiful representa- 
tions treated with contempt ; an attempt to establish des- 
potism on the ruins of constitutional liberty ; measures to 
"• enforce taxation by the point of the sword. Ministers had 
insiduously betrayed us into a war ;*and what were the fruits 
of it ? Let the sad catastrophe which had befallen Mr. Bur- 
^oyne speak the success. 

In the course of his speech, he adverted to the language 
held in prints and in that House, by a most reverend prelate, 
the Tory doctrine, which it contained ; and, he trusted, he 
should yet see the day when those pernicious doctrines would 
be deemed libellous, and treated as such* They were the 
doctrines of Atterbury and Sacheverel ; as a Whig, he 
should never endure them ; and doubted not, the author or 
authors would suffer that degree of censure and punishment 
they were justly entitled to. 

After recommending measures of peace, instead of mea- 
sures of blood, and promising to co-operate in every measure 
that might promise to put a stop to the effusion of one, and 
to promote the other, which still might prove the means of 
once more uniting our colonies to us, his Loi dship^ moved, 

'* That 
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*^ That an htfmble address be presented to his Majesty, that 
he will be graciously pleased to order the proper officer to 
lay before this House, copies of all orders and instructions 
to Lieutenant General Burgoyne, relative to tliat part of 
liis Majesty's force's in North America under his com* 
mand/^ The motion was seconded by the Earl of Ahing* 
don. 

Lord Lyttelton. lamented the fate of General Burgoyne, on 
whom, as an officer and a man, he bestowed the highest 
encomiums ; and wished, while the noble Earl had been so 
profuse of his commendations, he had acted with more real 
candour, and not, as by the efiect of the present motion, 
were it to be agreed to, call that unfortunate but able and 
brave officer^s conduct into question, and expose him in his 
absence to an enquiry in which it would be impossible to de- 
fend himself. He objected to the intelligence ; said it could 
not come properly before the House. It was but rumour, 
and, as such, was no solid foundation for a Parliamentary 
enquiry. He avowed himself as good and genuine a Whig 
as the noble Earl. He had been bred in the principles oi 
Whiggism from his earliest days, and should persevere in 
them to the end. He loved Wliiggish principles, as much 
as he despised those of anarchy and republicanism. But if 
the bare name of Whig was all that was meant, he disclaimed 
the name. If an impatience under every species of consti- 
tutional government, if a resistance to. legal resti;ainr, if the 
abetting of rebels, was the test of modern Wiiiggism, he 
begged leave to be excluded, as one not avowing or profes- 
jsing such doctrines. He would indeed much rather share the 
odium which had been unjustly cast upon Smother set of men, 
and be accounted a Tory, in preference to a modern Whig, 
His Lordship then entered into a general consideration of 
the question of right between this country and America. 
He said the noble Lords on the other side of the House had 
acknowledged the war to be popular. He was convinced it 
was, more than any other he ever recollected. The supre- 
macy of this country was at stake. Shall we then forego all 
our just rights ? Rights, I will be bold to say, on which the 
very existence of this country depends, for a single check, 
when it is notorious that we have been victorious in c«rery 
other quarter where our arms have been carried ? Shall we 
crouch to America, because, allowing the fact to be true, 
we have met with one disaster ? This was not the language 
of the noble Lord heretofore. He once rescued this country 

from 
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from impending ruin'; and I fcall Upon the noble Lord to 
declare^ if he was now at the head of his Majesty's coun^l^^ 
would he despair ? Would he advise this country to humi- 
liate itself j and sue for peace to America ; or if he was of 
that opinion, does he think that America woiild either ac- 
cede to terms he thinks reasonable J or desist, even thoug*!! 
we should declare her independent, from farther pretensions? 
I know the noble Earl too well to believe he could be so fac 
deceived — Look on the other effect of such a procedure; Wfe 
humble ourselves to our rebellious subjects* What would in 
that event all Europe think of us ? What would our ancieitt 
enemies, France and Spain ? Would they not actually reat 
lize what is now pretended they have in contemplation? 
They would despise as well as detest us. It would opefat* 
to afford them the highest encouragement to attack Uf* 
They would immediately conclude, that we were weak^ de- 
fenceless, pusilanimous ; that we were emptied of aU .^hat 
spirit of military glory and national pride that has hitherto 
proved our best defence. They would look on bs as a nation 
of merchants, poor, tame, groveling and mercenary ; they 
would no longer envy, they would despise us ; such a cow- 
duct would fill them with confidence ; arid that confidence 
would most assuredly terminate in our utter destruction. It 
is necessary, therefore, even in that light, to act with vi- 
gour, to combat our misfortunes with resolution; it will 
have a double good effect; it will serve to convince both 
our domestic and foreign enemies of our strength, courage 
and resources ; and will, I maintain on every ground, be the 
best security for our own safety, and the only effectual means 
of bringing about those events which th^ noble Earl has this 
night drawn in such strong and inviting cojours* His Lord'*' 
ship entered fully into the great question of Parliamentary 
supremacy ; and endeavoured to prove that it must be sup- 
ported in its true constitutional extent ; otherwise the natioit 
would be undone. He did not, he said, presume to poiiit 
out the precise terms ; but even the noble Earl himself had 
admitted the necessity of Americaa dependency. Hewers 
•firmly persuaded that the supreme right even to tax, though* 
Parliament was willing to relax, could not be given upii— 
Paniiament could not give up the rights of the empire; they 
were injierent ; they were inalienable ; and the great con- 
trouling superintending power of the state was inviolable and 
indivisible. We were, lie said, contending for the very ex- 
istence of the. empire 5 should America prevail, instead of 

. submitting 
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submiuing to acts of navigation from hence, she would 
prescribe them to us. The right of binding America in ill 
cases whatsoever, we clearly possessed; and he trusted he 
should never see it relinquished. We should always main* 
tain the right, though, at least for the present, it might be 
inexpedient to exercise it. The supremacy of the legisla* 
turc extended to every part of the British empire ; nay, in " 
a case of emergency , he was clear we had a right to tax 
Ireland ; that emergency had never arose, for that country 
was always ready to contribute fairly and equitably to her 
share of the public burthens. But if an event should happen 
to call the right in question, he was clear that the right was 
with us. Would America consent to do as Ireland had 
done ? Would she give support in return for protection ? 
If she would, though he did not pretend to advise, not 
having the honour to assist in his Majesty's councils, that 
might be a proper ground perhaps to go upon ; but no step 
towards conciliation could betaken consistently with the 
rights and dignity of this country, till the supreme right of 
this legislature was first acknowledged in all its parts ; till 
they owned themselves subjects ; till they submitted to the 
supremacy of this country. He said, a great deal of blame 
had been thrown upon ministers this night, as if the mea* 
sures pursued relative to America were solely their measures. 
Was that really the case ? By no means ; they were the 
measures of Parliament, of the whole nation ; they were 
measures which almost every Briton approved of. Parlia* 
ment, in the most full and solemn maimer, had given them 
the fullest public sanction. They echoed in so doing nothing 
but the voice of the nation; and shall one little check, said 
his Lordship, induce us to desist? No; I trust, as English* 
men feeling the treachery, perfidy, and ingratitude of our 
rebellious and unnatural subjects, it will inspire us, and call 
* forth that spirit which has always led us to victory. Hit 
Lordship condemned in particular, the absurdity of imme« 
rdiately withdrawing our troops, as suggested by the noble 
£arl« as a preparatory step to negotiation now become 
necessary; on the contrary, if negotiation and peace were 
the real objects to be attained, so tar from such a measure 
having the desired effect, that he belifeved, upon his honour, 
the Americans would laugh at us for our want of spirit, or 
impute it to imbecility, and the want of means to either 
assert our rights, or maintain our national reputation. 

His Lordship next observed, that the nobk Earl had men* 

tionedj 



Sd PARLIAMENTARY A. tyyn 

tione^j that America was subordinate and dependent on thii 
country, and contended, as the true test of that subordinate 
relation, that the navigation act should be preserved invio* 
Jate in all it^ commercial operations ; yet the effect of the 
aobte Earl's speech is all calculated to prove that we were 
not able to inforce that act, nor of course that constitution^ 
dependence of which he supposes it to be the true basis. 

He had heard the noble Earl say, " That if America 
persisted in asserting her independence, after the troops had 
been withdrawn, he would throw himself in their way!" 
What could he mean by such a declaration, unless that of 
acknowledging the{impossibility of subduing them, by eva» 
cuating those posts we have got, which no future force could 
perhaps regain ? For if they were thus left to the exercise of 
' their own will, they would not only be independent of this 
(Country, but in the course of twenty years, America, when 
she had established her marine, would be a superior empire 1 
In reply to that part of Lord Chatham, in which he denied 
ever officially sending out orders for hiring the Indian sava- 
ges to wage war against the French, his Lordship obser\^d^ 
that savages were employed on that occasion, and in great' 
numbers, and thpugh perhaps not under the ex press direction 
of the noble Earl, the measure was notwithstanding his, 
since the officers, so far from being called to any account 
for it by him, were at least tacitly justified in the deed* 

As to giving up the idea of subduing America, because 
we had been in one instance unfoitunate, waa a proposition 
every way disgraceful to Britons. What would the House 
of Bourbon think of such unexampled pusilanimity ? Would 
she not conclude us an exhausted nation, and this a fit 
moment for her to wreak her vengeance on lis ?-— His 
Lordship here apologized for the warmth into which the 
subject had betrayed him 5 but said he should have had 
to accuse himself, if he had permitted the supposed fears of 
a British senate to get into the world, without rising up, and 
shewing the folly of them. He was much astonished at 
the great parade the noble Earl had made respecting the 
tomahawk and scalping-knife ; was an Indian's knife a more 
dreadful weapon than an Englishman's bayonet? In the- 
present war, the chief of the blood which had been shed, 
was shed by the point of tlie bayonet ; yet who talked of. 
the bayonet as a savage instrument of war ?-— He wished 
as heartily as any noble Lord present for an happy and ho- 
nourable end oHhe contest, and perhaps the late misfortune 

might 
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might make it proper to hold out terms to America. Me 
Visbed not however that it should induce us to withdraw our 
troops^ as such a fatal measure would most assuredly give 
America a superiority and advantage we should never be able 
to surmount. It would be indeed at once rendering her in* 
^bpendent, and the moment America was lost^ Great Britain 
t^nld be ruiiied and undone. 

Earl of Suffolk contended, that general report was not suf- 
fifiient to found a Parliamentary enquiry upon. The report 
of the defeat and captivity of General Burgoyne had every 
external mark of authenticity ; but still, till it came officii 
ally before that House, he did not see how the House could 
properly take notice of it. 

His Lordship joined the two noble Lords who spoke Hrst^ 
in their eulogiums on that gallant but unsuccessful officer 
{General Burgoyne] and pleaded his services as the best 
fiDunds for not giving the papers now called for. He said, 
that the motion was in every light unseasonable and ill-timed^ 
&nd would answer no purpose ; though it were proper to agree 
>mh the motion at the present moment, the time that would 
lie liecessary to prepare and select the information, so as to 
ttvoidthe ill consequences which the whole of the instructions 
given to General Burgoyne might be productive of, was by 
much too' short. The papers v/ere voluminous, and contain- 
ed a variety of matter not at all connected with the imme- 
diate object of the present question. * They might disclose 
tnuisactions not proper to ber revealed in the present state of 
tilings I their contents, if nakedly laid before their Lordshipsj 
Ihight materially affect and injure several individuals. This 
l¥as tiot the Wish of the House ; he was very confident it was 
not the wish of the noble Lord himself who moved for them. 
'Besides, in his opinion, taking the fact of General Burgoy ne's 
overthrow to be certain, it would be extremely improper to 
accede to the motion. Frequent instances occurred in the 
English history, where the spirit of the nation had been 
roused by an unlucky accident, similar to the late defeat of 
'General Burgoyne ; and as brilliant successes as could be 
wished, had been the consequence of fresh exertions of the 
national vigour. His Lordship instanced the surprise of Ge- 
nieral Stanhope at Brahagua^ and said, if Mr. Burgoyne 
was made prisoner, the terms of his release were equally true; 
.and, in consequence of that, his return to England was daily 
expected. His own account of that unhappy affair would 
thrdw more light upon the subject, than the most ample in- 
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formation it Was in the power of the King's servants to give. 
When that period arrived, the whole of the plan and execu- 
tion would be seen, and might be connected together, so as 
to enable their Lordships to form a proper judgment • He 
had no possible objection to agree with a similar motion to 
the present, or any other which might tend to shew the mea- 
sure in its true and genuine light. He hoped the noble Lord 
who moved the prdj^osition, and his friends^ would be candid 
enough to give credit to administration, for their former rea- 
diness to give every paper which their regard for the piublic 
safety would permit. He begged leave to assure the noble 
Earl, it was their intention to do so, in every instance where 
the public safety, or the interests of individuals, was not con- 
cerned. He wished to explain his own sentiments relative 
t6 a subject so often alluded to by the noble Earl, that of 
.employing Indians in the army commanded by General Bur- 
goyne ; because it had got out of that House, that he had 
approved and justified the measure in every supposed circum- 
stance it might bring after it ; such as, that we had a right to 
use all the means which God and Nature had put into our 
hands, to enable us to reduce our rebellious subjects ; and ' 
that God and Nature, as a part of those means, justified the 
act of arming the Indians with the tomahawk and scalping- 
knife, for the purpose of committing the most horrid barba- 
rities on the weak, inoffending, and defenceless part of our 
American subjects. 

Nothing could be farther from his wish or intentions. He 
never meant to sanctify the abuse, but the use of those wea- 
pons, agreeably to the known and established usages of war. 
.He insisted that the rebels meant to avail themselves of the 
tomahawk and scalping-knife, without any regulation. Ad- 
.ministration did not. The noble Earl knew they had been 
employed during the. late war, in his own administration, he 
presumed, very properly. The noble Earl could not be ig- 
norant of that circumstance, and therefore, if the measure 
had been so criminal and inhuman, as his Lordship would 
now represent it, it was his duty to have prevented it, other- 
wise he must appear equally to blame with those he now cen- 
sured in such very strong and severe terms. There could not 
be a stronger proof that they were employed in the same man- 
ner now, than their leaving General Burgoync, when they 
found that no advantage they might prove of could induce 
him to abate of the rigour of military discipline. God and 
Nature furnished the means ; but God and Nature likewise 
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restrained the exercise of those means ; the tomahawk and 
scalping-knife were weapons of destruction ; so were the 
«word and bayonet; and when death was to be the conse-- 
^^uence, it availed very little, in his opinion, what instrument 
was employed in effecting it. He apologised to the House 
for referring to what passed in a former debate, but he trusted 
their Lordships would perceive the propriety of the explana- 
tion ; and the noble Earl must acknowledge, that his Lord- 
ship's example had fully justified him in the liberty he had 
now taken, in replying to that part of his speech. He con- 
cluded by assuring the House, that he did not mean to keep 
fcack any information that it would be prudent to impart, or 
that their Lordships might wish to have ; for which reason, 
having a view to some future day, he should give his nega- 
tive to the motion, by moving the previous question. 

Earl of Shelburne said, the apology made by the noble 
Earl in high office was the most extraordinary that was ever 
offered in a House of Parliament. The noble Lord tells you, 
that he verily believes the report or rumour to be true 5 but 
Parliament must not take the least notice of it, because it 
does not come vouched in an official manner : when it does» 
I would be glad to know, from the noble Earl, what is the 
difference by which channel truth comes, so that we are 
satisfied it is truth ? Oh ! but the noble Earl pleads custom ; 
he says, it is unusual ; it is unparliamentary. I contend the 
noble Earl is mistaken. I contend that the usage has been 
the direct contrary ; and I will refer his Lordship to a parti- 
cular instance, every way applicable to the present, except 
that the enquiry then moved for and carried, was upon much 
inore doubtful and weak grounds. It was in the reign of 
Queen Anne, just after her Majesty's change of ministry, 
when an account of the surprise and surrender of our troops 
in Spain under General Stanhope came in the shape of a pre- 
vailing report, through the channel of the Dutch minister, 
the very affair the noble Earl in office alluded to. Parlia- 
ment did not then wait for official information. The House 
of Commons, the very next day, on the 5th of January, 
1710, addressed the Queen, and desired, that an immediate 
enquiry might be made into the causes of that faial disaster ; 
and if I do not mistake. Lord Peterborough, who was at that 
time preparing to set out, to take upon him the cbmmand of 
the troops in Spain, was detained by this House,, for several 
days, merely for the purpose of explaining to it the nature 
and extent of the war in that country ; in order that Parlia- 
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theht iriigTit te able to judge how far ministers or getterafe 
' were or were not censutable for that fatal miscarriage. Mi- 
nistry then did not scre'en themselves under the poor subter- 
fuge of not liaving official infoiination to proceed npon. 
"irhey did not profess the belief of the certainty of the report ; 
arid yet) by moving the pifevious question, endeavour todisr- 
credit it. They did not wait for the return of the captive ge- 
iieral ; and, under a po^isibility of his misconduct, take the 
matter for granted ; and shield themselves under that possi* 
bilitv. 

The preisent moment was the time to call for the instriic- 
tions. Ministers were accountable to the public for whatt- 
iever blunders might occasion national miscarriages. ParKa- 
ment had been made use of as a screen, to hide those from 
public scrutiny, who ought to be called forth to answer for 
their misconduct. The fate of Mr. Burgoyne was of a most 
alarming nature. God only knew what consequences it 
inight produce. The finest train of artillery that ever had 
been sent out, had fallen into the hands of the Americans. 
iH[fe was credibly informed, that it had cost this country up- 
wards of half a million, besides the enormous expende ^ 
transporting it thither. Flushed with such success, they 
itoight turn their force to Canada ; or they might join Gene- 
ral Washington. The situation of Sir William Howe mighl' 
be rendered insecure. Before the expiration of the winter, 
he might find himself in the same situation as Mr. Burgoy net 
had been, Iris supplies cut ofiF. 

An idea had been thrown out, that the loss of thearmy uYi- 
3cr Mr. Burgoyne had been the only loss we had sustairied. 
This was not the fact. The expedition undertaken on the 
Lakes by Colonel St. Leger had fiailed. That expedition \aA 
been a curious one ; and a most curious circumstance hzi 
attended the projecting it. It was planned in PalUMalh 
And, as a proof of the exalted wisdom of those who 'plarii1^4 
it, they assigned a certain number of Hessian chasseurs to 
assist in the expedition, although at the time when it was uii-» 
dertaken, those very Hessians were in Germany. 

Those who projected the e;qpedition, never considered that 
a fair wind might be necessary to transport the Hessians to 
Atnerica who were to be employed in it. As the witches of 
Lapland are supposed to have the command of winds, and to 
carry a fair one in their pockets for the benerit of their 
friends, so the Pall -Mall planners of the expedition up the 
L^kes, did not recollect that their interest with the god of 

winds 
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wio^^ might not be quite so poweiful as their interest in the 
drawing-room. 

With respect to the instructions given to Mr. Rurgoyne, 
(hey ought to be laid immediately before the House. When- 
ever they were produced, they would turn out to be precious 
documents. They would display the incapacity of ministers 
in the most glaring colours. The instructions which had 
liitherto been given to our military commanders, had, as he 
pbserved in a former debate, excited the ridicule of every 
subaltern in the array. But blunders, incapacity, and pro- 
fusion had marked the measures of the men in office. The 
profusion of government had been excessive. General Hal- 
dimand, a Swiss by birth, for very slender services, had been 
most profusely rewarded. He was inspector general of the 
jtroops in the West India Islands, and governor of Qpebpc. 
.Why General Carfeton had been removed, it was very dif- 
ficult to say. He had once saved Canada. He had saved it 
by venturing to disobey his instructions. The ministers pror 
fessed to have a great confidence in him \ and yet he disdained 
ever to correspond with one of them. The favours which the 
JKipg had shewn to General Carleton, were not relished by the 
ministers. General Gage afiforded another instance of the 
profusion of ministers. He was still the nominal commander 
in America, and received ten pounds daily as the salary an- 
nexed to his post, though he had not set a foot in America for 
these two years past. He contended, that General Carleton's 
only crime with administration was, that he did not approve 
.of employing Sjavages. — He despised administration; they 
did not receive a scrap of paper from him since a certain se- 
cretary came into office. He condemned the operations on 
.jlhe back of the New England colonies, as extravagant, ab- 
surd, and impracticable; a waste of blood and treasure, even 
though it had succeeded : and doubly absurd, considering the 
■means pursued to procure success. The war on that side 
should have been defensive. — Canada might be retained.— 
That province would now probably fall into the hands of the 
Americans, if not preserved by the great military abilities (as 
it had once before) of General Carleton. 

His Lordship mentioned a variety of circumstances, 
with a view to shew the inability, perverseness, absurdi- 
ty and cruelty of ministers. He said, a moment was not 
to be lost; official information would in fact be no infor- 
mation ; for before that could be laid before the House, it 
would be too late, or any other species of information what- 
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fever. He feared the French had early notice of the disaster 
which befel the army under General Burgoyne* He believed, 
that some good news from America was all that prevented 
them from closing with the colonies ; and he would mention 
what he heard, though he did not assert it for truth, that the 
delegates from the Congress had actually signed a treaty with 
France. ' 

His Lordship next commented on the language held 
by a noble Lord, who spoke early in the debate [Lord 
Lyttleton] that Parliament had done this, Parliament had 
done that; the nation and the public at large had sanctified 
the measures of administration, and pledged themselves to 
their support. Parliament alone, aided by the voice of the 
people, had dictated the measures ; Parliament had ad- 
dressed the throne, and surely now they could not contradict ' 
or desert that advice. which they had given their Sovereign. 
All this parliamentary form signified, his Lordship contend- 
ed, just nothing. The measures were those of administration, 
and not of Parliament, or the people Parliament was de- 
luded, imposed upon, and misled— they trusted to what 
they were told.— He said, the sentiments of a gentleman 
farmer, with whom he lately conversed, was a just pic- 
ture of the majority of the people within and without doors. 
The nation was deluded with false hopes and false pretences. 
He asked the farmer, whai he thought of the American war, 
and the general state of public affairs ; for he liked to conversp 
with such men, and draw forth information wherever he could 
find it. The farmer wished peace with America, . but 
thought the colonies should be taxed as well as Great Britain. 
The man was one of the wealthiest farmers in the county of 
Wilts. Such men are sometimes sent to Parliament; men of 
extreme good natural understanding, but who do not trouble 
themselves much with abstruse researches into politics as a 
science. Now, said his Lordship, if such a man as this was 
in the Parliament which addressed the throne, declaring the 
colonies in rebellion, and pledging itself and the nation to all 
the consequences of an American war, it is extremely pro- 
bable that he would reason precisely as he did with me, and 
determine accordingly. He would think, that America had 
as good a right to pay taxes as Britain. He would think, as 
we had the power, so we ought to employ it, t© enforce what 
appeared to him to be fair and equitable ; and when the mea- 
sures of enforcing obedience to our tax -laws were resisted, 
and attended with great difficulty in the execution, threaten- 
ing an impossibility of success, and that heavy burdens were 

ta 
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to be incurred in support of this war, he would probably wish 
for peace; but yet be"* tempted to go on; sooner than forego 
the attainment of the grand object he first had in view, 
namely, alleviating his old and new burdens. Such, my 
Lords, is, I believe, the case with many who compose the 
majority of the other House. They have been amused and 
misled by ministers. Many of them will^ I dare say, con- 
tinue to be misled ; but if, in the first place, they were con- 
vinced of the unconstitutional ground of the claim, and of 
the utter impracticability of enforcing it, they would never 
have pledged themselves to the support of a system of measures 
so full of folly, ©ppression, and injustice. This, I will ven- 
ture to maintain, is a just picture of great part of the majority 
which composes the other House. They have had a specious 
tale told them. They believed it. They formed their 
j/udgments on the information of those who had an interest in 
deceiving them, without once bringing the matter fairly 
home to themselves, without once recollecting, that they were 
the representatives of others, as well as the disposers of their 
own property ; and that no man, according to the most fa- 
miliar reasoning, except where partiality, prejudice, and self- 
interest arbitrarily creates the distinction, can be constitu- 
tionally bound, but by assenting in his own person, or by 
some other mode of assent, actual or implied. His Lord- 
ship entered into several definitions of the tiue constitu- 
tiosal connection and political relation subsisting between 
the colonies and the parent state ; declared his sentiments re- 
lative to the dependency of America on this country ; pro- 
tested that he was thoroughly convinced, that that subordinate 
state would be as beneficial to the former as the latter, the 
great foundation of which was the act of navigation. He 
solemnly assured their Lordships, that notwithstanding all 
that had happened, he believed in his conscience, that such a 
connection and dependance, as he now pointed out, might be 
brought about, and permanently established between both 
countries, were our publiq councils conducted with wisdom 
and unanimity ; and concluded with some very pointed ob- 
servations on the conduct of administration relative to the 
only one step they had taken to induce America to negotiate, 
which was the famous resolutions moved by the minister in 
the other House, on the grounds of the petition presented by 
the Council and House of Assembly of the province of Nova 
Scotia. By those resolutions, the navigation act was to be 
given up, or annihilated ; and so ignorant were those who 
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drew up the resolutions, they did not know, that Justed itf 
gaining any equivalent for giving up. the navigation act^ the 
duties to be paid in Nova Scotia, and which were to be 8olel|r 
applied to the internal expenditure of the colony, would prove- 
sa much actual loss of the receipt of the duties paid here. He 
observed, however, that nothing more had been since heard p( 
(he resolutions ; they had shared the same fate with the other 
celebrated resolution of the noble Lord, known by the oame ef 
tlie conciliatory proposition, which the Congress justly styled- 
base and insidious. On the whole, if any treaty should bd 
ppened by the present set of ministers, or any other succeeds 
ing administration, he put in his protest against any proposi* 
tion whatever, which might- directly or indirectly tend to ne- 
gotiate away the act of navigation; for, in his opinion, it Mras 
the only true constitutional cement between both countries ^ 
and whatever minister dared to hazard such an experiment, 
would deserve to be impeached, and ought to be made amc- 
jtable to the justice of his country. 

Lord Cardiff S3\Ai he had received a letter this day from-an 
officer in General Howe's army^ in which the writer, after 
stating the precarious situation of their army, and the very 
equivocal character of their successes, says, in very emphaticat 
terms (describing the troops of the enemy) that Gei^eral 
Washington's is now a respectable army. His Lordship ut- 
terly condemned the absurd opinions thrown out in both 
Houses of Parliament, of the Americans being a nation*, of 
poltroons and cowards. Can we, said he, suppose it comes 
by breed, when they are the descendants of ourselves ? Cail 
it be the consequence of their climate ? If it is, the cause must 
affect our troops likewise ; in short, it is an opinipn eqviaHy 
betraying a total want of information, and ignorance olf- fhe 
general condition of mankind. The Americans wiere no 
ptherwise inferior to our troops, than as irregular troops are 
always inferior to troops more disciplined; as levies of rwvr 
troops and raw officers arexilways inferior to a veteran aniiy 
headed by officers of experience. How long this distinction 
would (:ontinue, he would not pretend to say. If P'rancc cdn? 
tinued to supply them with officers, and their own officers 
were continually improving in military knowledge, there was 
no reason why their army should not become as regular as any 
army in Kurope, It was in vain to hope for any decisive 
victory, while tbpy continped the policy of keeping up a de- 
fensive war, and avoiding a general action. That with re-^ 
^peetto this cpuntry, that we were in a situation of difficulty 
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anddang«r> which we had never experienced before; that 
our national debt had risen to a height above the speculations 
of all former financiers, with a certainty of its being still fur- 
ther increased ; and that our land-tax was at four shillings in 
the pound, without a prospect of its being ever diminished. 
That in this situation, without a force fit to be named, either 
in England or Ireland, we were on the eve of a war with 
France ; and what must of necessity happen at the satuQ 
time, of a war with Spain. That tlie honour of this country 
could no longer brook the insults she was daily receiving fix>m 
every European power. Lastly, That it was the nature of 
the people of this country to be slow in their resentments, but 
thsA if this war did not end gloriously, it did not signify what 
#as the cause, the vengeance of the country would be roused 
^ last, and overtake the authors of the present measures. 
And concluded with saying, that so necessary were vigorous 
And decisive measures become, he must support the present 
administration, and therefore should vote for the previous 
question. 

Earl of Galloway rose next, but was awed, as he said, with 
the dignity of the Assembly, and therefore begged leave to 
deliver his thoughts in writing. — The purport of his manu- 
script was to signify that he concurred with the noble Lord 
l^at had put the previous question, but only wished that ad- 
ininistration could devise some more acceptable means of 
rising the present necessary supplies, than by the imposition 
^f fresh taxes upon the poor, that the burden might fall 
ihore particularly upon the rich, among whom he ranked 
himself. God had blessed him with an ample fortune and 
numerous family ; yet such were the ideas of the j ustice of the 
* American war, and the necessity of prosecuting it to a prospe- 
rous issue, that as an individual he would assist with his 
whole fortune, sooner than give up or agree to a surrender of 
the supreme right of this country over all its dependencies.— 
He would sooner part with that fortune which was the natu- 
ral expectation of his offspring, in maintaining the rights of 
the empire, which he looked upon to be still a superior obli- 
gation to every other, howsoever much it might seem to press 
tipon him in any tender duty or relation. 

The Duke of Manchester charged Lord Cardiff with in- 
consistency, declaring, that he had shewn the American 
war to be impracticable as to any good purpose, and yet 
advised administration to continue it with all possible ex- 
ertion. His Grace particularly complained of the ministry's 
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with-holding' every species of necessary information from 
Parliament. His Grace drew a parallel between the probable 
fate of Britain, and that of the Athenian commonwealth, re- 
specting their Sicilian colonies. He said the oppression 
which Athens exercised over its colonies, in the island of 
Sicily, having caused the revolt of the Sicilians, the Sicilians, 
obediently an<l friendly inclined, petitioned and at length 
remonstrated, but all to no purpose; they must be subdued. 
Armies were sent from Athens ; they met with difficulties ; 
they were defeated. New levies were made; still victory 
declared in favour of chose who were fighting for what they 
deemed their rights. The Athenian armies were unsuccessful. 
At this critical period arose a great popular speaker, who was 
likewise a soldier I (adverting to the conduct of Nicias and 
Alcibiades). He made speeches ; he proved the justice of 
the war ; he prophesied success ; he got the command of the 
army. What was the issue? The army was cut off; he fell 
himself; Sicily was lost; Athens was drained, exhausted, 
and weakened ; she became a prey to her ambitious neigh- 
bour, the state of Sparta. , The pride, and power, and mili- 
tary glory of Athens was no more ; her rival Sparta gave hfer 
laws, armies, protection, and legislators ; and such was the 
fate of that once glorious republic— The people of this 
country had been spirited up in a similar manner ; they had 
been deluded and imposed upon by specious tales and inflam- 
matory speeches. Mr. Burgoyne's blind efforts to penetrate 
through Canada, was like the land-march of the Athenian 
generals towards Syracuse.-— They were equally brave, but 
their plans being both unjust and wanting wisdom, their forti- 
tude was unjustifiable ; and he was very much apprehensive, 
from similitude of circumstances, that the issue upon the 
whole would be precisely the same; that of certain ruin and 
destruction falling on the head of the aggressor. 

Lord Townshend replied to the noble Duke. He said, the ' 
two cases were by no means similar. Athens was a naval 
power ; while her fleet was triumphant, she had nothing to 
fear from her forei-rn foes or rebellious colonies ; the fact was, 
that her fleet wis destroyed before the disaster at land hap- 
pened That was not the case with Great Britain. Our 

fleet was whole, entire and truly formidable, and more than 
equal to the task of coping, if not annihilating any naval 
force, which all Europe and Americjj, leagued together, could 
possibly bring against us. He recapitulated what he had &aid 
oa a former debate, respecting the measure of employing sa- 
vages 
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vages under General Burgoyne.— He defended the plan of 
operations^ adopting the manner of carrying on the war from 
Ciuiada by the way of the Lakes. He sz^id in answer to 
Lord Shelburne, although General Burgoyne had certainly a 
very fine train of artillery sent out with him, and that under 
an idea that Quebec might possibly have fallen before he ar- 
rived there, that goyerifiment had great reason to expect the 
new ordnance was still in board the ships in which it had been 
conveyed across the Atlantic. In further justification of the 
expedition under General Burgoyne down the back settle- 
ments, he shewed, that the French had last war acted ex- 
actly in the same manner. The Viscount also spoke highly 
in favour of General Haldimand, declaring he had long served 
this country well, and that the two places he held were given 
him as a recompence for his services. His Lordship ac- 
knowledged he was not in the secrets of government ; but 
he was suflFiciently informed, by so much of the plan as cir- 
cumstances had disclosed, to pronounce it a wi^e and pi*oper 
one. If Mr. Burgoyne was surrounded and made prisoner, 
as he presumed he was, the operations he was engaged in 
drew off the attention of the rebels ; and ensured success to 
General Howe's operations in the first instance. He begged 
leave to totally differ from the noble Lord, who described Gc- 
neral Howe's situation to be so dangerously critical. Tho* 
the first attack on Mud-Island and Red-Bank had miscarried, 
it was equal to a matter of certainty that they had both been 
long shice reduced; and consequently the navigation of the 
Delaware and a communication between the army and the 
fleet opened. But even supposing the worst, General Howe 
had taken a most advantageous position. He was encamped 
between two. rivers, with the Schulkill on his left, and the 
Delaware on his right ; he had constructed ten redoubts 
which covered his whole front ; and he had little doubt, that 
Red-Bank and Mud-Island would be soon reduced, as the 
engineer who constructed them was with Sir William. The 
General s situation was by no means eligible : but it was not 
of that complectional danger which had been suggested by the 
noble Lord. 

The Duke of Richmond spoke particularly to the affair of 
the surprize of General Stanhope (afterwards Earl Stanhope, 
and minister to George the First) ; he insisted, that the Ge- 
neral did not command an army. The troops were in can- 
tonment. Though composed of eleven battalions, they 
amounted to but 2100 men; they were not, at the time they 
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were surprized^ engaged in any actual operations^ or state of 
hostility. When General Burgoyne was pbligedto sunrendtt 
to the enemy, it was not a disappointment, the loss of a de^ 
tachment, nor of a parxicular object ; it was the loas oi a 
whole army ; it at once annihilated every measure, every ea* 
pectation ; it defeated, in that, every object of the army^tbt 
General, and those who sent him there. His Grace dvofe 
much on the cruelties of the savage Indians, and insiaiH^ 
the case of Miss M'Ray, both as a proof of the personal hur 
manity of Mr. Burgoyne, and the inhumanity of his instruc- 
tions, which urged him to declare his abhorrence of the- fact 
of that Lady's murder, and to justify his own conduct inper- 
mitting the murderer to go unpunished, as the surest andmott 
efficacious means of preventing such murders in time to come. 
His Grace re!ninded administration of the true state of the 
War in North America : he wished they would reflect seri- 
ously on their own situation, as connected with that of the 
nation. He trembled for the fate of the brave, able and 
gallant men, who were upon this disagreeable, hazardous and 
painful service ; and recommended to the King's servants to 
think upon the most expeditious measures for putting an end 
to a war, which, whatever may be the issue, must end to the 
disadvantage, if not total ruin of the British empire. 

His Grace observed, the noble Lord who had spoke first in 
support of administration, spoke of our situation now, as if at 
the beginning of the war.— That it was no longer a question, 
shall we reduce America?— Can we, is the language proper 
at this present juncture ; it is not, shall we make terms such 
as it may please us to impose, but will it please them to accept 
them ? This was not a national calamity of the common sort, 
it was of that greater kind that menaced our political de* 
struction, for General Howe was himself at present, accord* 
ing to his information, in no very agreeable situation, and 
he had no resource but in himself. What was still worse, 
England itself was left defenceless, and we might be ruined 
for want of that security which General Howe's army might 
afford us. The present calamity had been compared to that 
of Baraghua, under the conduct of General Stanhope; but 
there was no similitude ; 2 or 3000 men that were sent only 
as a detachment, and from unlucky circumstances, were in« 
volved in unforeseen and unexpected distress ; but the very 
next day the remainder of the army gained a most glorious 
and complete victory. This, he said, was something quite 
different from the present case, wbpn 10,000 men were given 

to 
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to a kind of premeditated destruction, by the imprudence and 
obstinate absurdity of the conductors. But this instance had 
a further application to the present debate, which had not been 
observed; as soon as the Queen received the news of this de- 
feat, ftough not communicated in the form of official infor- 
ination> she sent to have it told to the Houses of Parliament ; 
>ts her advisers, and her proper counsellors, she let them pan* 
tkipate in the very earliest account, that thereby she might 
indicate her confidence in them, and thereby procure the most 
fcarly and expedient relief. Let our armies be brought home, 
let England be first provided for ; let us secure our internal 
safety and felicity, before we extend our ambition to such 
savage conquests. General Burgoyne had been applauded for 
humanity ; he was far from wishing to throw so disagreeable 
a stigma on any character as that of cruelty; but he was well 
convinced, from authentic information, that he or his army 
had been in some degree contaminated from the contact of 
Indian savages serving with them as fellow-soldiers in the 
field, and associating with them in other scenes of familiarity 
and intimacy. This, he said, was the cursed effect of associ* 
ating christians with savages. 

As we could'not expect to conquer America, we should 
seriously turn our thoughts to the home defence. The army 
under General Howe should be recalled. It was theonly ar- 
my we had to defend this country. France and Spain were 
vigilant, and only waited for an opportunity to wreak cer- 
tain vengeance on us. Should they take advantage of our 
calamities, it was not in the power of human foresight to 
predict the fatal consequences which might ensue ; and he 
might add, without reserve, that if a change of measures were 
liot adopted, the ruin of this country was inevitable. It had 
been th^ paltry narrow-minded policy of the Court to divide 
the friends of liberty, to destroy political principle under the 
pretext of abolishing the odious distinctions of party. The 
attempt had proved but too successful. Small indeed was the 
number of men who hung together, yet the time would come 
when the nation at large would join them. That moment 
ought soon to arrive, for perilous was the situation of our 
country. From whence were we to obtain troops ? The 
shambles of Germany could yield no more. On every prin- 
ciple therefore of national defence, though the American war 
^ere founded in justice, if the argument of policy had any 
iveight, the instructions called for ought to be given, that 
Parliament and the nation might be enabled to judge of the 
2 capacity 
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capacity of those men to whom it had intrusted its dearest in- 
terests. 

In reply to the arguments, that the Indians had been found 
useful, his Grace contended, that exactly the contrary was 
ihe case ; for that employing of the savages was the very 
cause of Mr. Burgoyne's defeat. That their cruelties had 
excited the whole country, men, women and children, to rise 
upon the British army, and come upon them with staves, 
pitch- forks, &c. and endeavour to destroy them. 

HisGrracebid administration recollect, that we had now no 
other army but that in Pcnsylvania and New- York Island^ 
and declared he trembled for Great Britain, while that army 
was on the other side the Atlantic. His Grace drew a com- 
parison between the states of men's minds now, and at the time 
when the noble Earl, who made the motion, was prosecuting 
die last war with so much vigour and success. The noble 
Earl, lie said, before he attempted to make the great efibru 
which produced such abundant glory and honour to this coi^n« 
try, had united all men's minds at home, and having the sense 
of the nation with him, he had, with the greatest ease, put in 
practice his various endeavours to serve his country ; the 
cause was general ; all men, the army as well as the navy, 
felt it to be so, and thence the happy events of that glorious 
war. Was this the case now? There was not only. a diffe- 
rence of opinion in Parliament, but a dissension in the cabi- 
net ; even the ministry were not of one mind. His Grace 
desired their Lordships to recollect, that the question no longer 
was, how they were to reduce America, but whether they 
could reduce America. In his idea the war was not more 
impolitic than impracticable, and instead of sitting in debate, 
how to carry on the war with success, it more materially be- 
hoved their Lordships to consider how they could put a 
speedy period to it. 

Earl of Fauconberg delivered his sentiments in favour of t}ie 
motion for the previous question, arguing, that in point of 
delicacy to Mr. Burgoync, it was wrong to begin the en- 
quiry in his absence. His Lordship took pains to rescue Mr. 
Burgoyne from the charge of inhumanity, shewing, that he 
endeavoured as much as possible to restrain the fury of the 
Indians, and prevent them from perpetratihgacts of cruelty. 
The Duke of Richmond rose in reply to inform the noble 
Earl, that he was the last man living who would concur in 
any measure which tended to criminate General Burgoyne in 
his absence. That the motion before the House went to a 

very 
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very different point, to an enquiry how far administration 
was culpable for having sent a brave officer with ten thousand 
British troops under his command on a fruitless and absurd 
expedition. 

Earlof Shelburne in reply thanked Lord Townshend for af- 
fording him an opportunity of doing justice to Mr. Haldi- 
knand, and said many handsome things of him, but declared he 
thought the payment for his services too great, and that it 
was highly reprehensible in administration to trust a foreign 
officer with so important a civil employment as the governr 
ment of Quebec. 

As to the situation of General Howe, which had been de- 
scribed by the noble Viscount, as out of the power almost of 
the events of war, he begged leave to draw a direft contrary 
conclusion. He considered that General's caution to protect 
his army, as so many proofs of the extreme danger to which 
it was exposed. The construction often redoubts, after be- 
ing in possession of the town of Philadelphia, shewed that Sir 
William had not any opinion of the great consequence to be 
derived from his two victories. Besides, his army would be 
hourly weakened; communications must be kept open ; posts 
must be maintained; an intercourse with Chester at least must 
be prcscjrved. Chester was thirteen miles distant. To main - 
tain this communication would require a strong detachment ; 
greater, he believed, than the General could well spare. As 
to the forts to be subdued on the Delaware, could it be fairly 
inferred, that the subduing them would be an easy task, be- 
cause the engineer who constructed them had averred it. He 
must be too weak a man to be intrusted with the construction 
of a fort/who could give such an account of works of his own 
construction. 

He required, he said, no assurance from the noble Viscount, 
that he was not in jthe secrets of the cabinet, or he would ne- 
ver have made so poor a defence of the expedition under Mr. 
Burgoyne. He was still of opinion, that the artillery was 
not safe; and that the army had been over-artilleried ; and in 
all probability, Mr. Burgoyne's ill-successmight be attributed 
. to that very circumstance. 

The question being now unanimously called for, it was 
put, and the numbers, on the division, were as follows : 
Contents 19: Not Contents 40. 

As soon as their Lordships returned into the House, the 

Earl of Chatham moved, '* That an humble ad(iress be pre- 

isentcd to his Majesty, most humbly beseeching his Majesty, 

5 • that 
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that he would be graciously pleased to order the proper offi- 
cers to lay before that House copies of all the orders or trea- 
ties relative to the employment of the Indian savages, acting 
in conjunction with the British troops against the inhabitants ' 
of the British colonies in North America, with a copy of thcr 
instructions given by General Burgoyne to Colonel St« 
Leger/* 

Earl oi Abingdon strenuously supported the propriety of the 
noble Earl's motion. He said, the war had commenced in 
tyranny and injustice, and had been conducted upop prinqi^ 
pies of the most savage cruelty. His Lordship Hkewise called 
• upon Lord Amherst to declare what he knew of the matter^ 
as the fact in dispute had been so frequently referred to his de- 
cision. 

Earl G<?w^r [President of the Council]' observed, that .at 
this late hour of the evening he did not think it at all expedient 
to enter into a minute discussion of this question ; one thing, 
however, he could not avoid mentioning, which wasthe woiv* 
derful inconsistency in the conduct of the noble Lord wl|o 
proposed it. In a previous debate the noble Lord had ac- 
- knowledged, that Indians were employed in the King's servi<jB 
in America during his administration, and that now he re- 
prehended the practice as derogatory from the honour of th^ 
nation. 

Earl of Chatham arose, and reproached the noble Lord wil}i 
petulance and malignant misrepresentation. The observa-^ 
tion he made in the debate alluded to was, that Indians, had 
indeed crept into the service? from the utility the officers founil 
them of in several of their enterprises, but that their eniploy- 
ment had never been sanctioned by him in his official capa-» 
city; he believed his Majesty had too much regard for the . 
military dignity of his people, and also too much humanity tp 
have agreed to such a proposal had it been made to him* 
This remark of the noble Lord's was therefore a mere quibble^ 
a misapplication of terms and meaning. What right had the 
noble Lord to comment on political proceedings ? Where was 
he when these transactions were conducting -^ He was: im- 
mersed in pleasure, and indulging himself in all the variety of 
dissipation that young noblemen are too apt to devote them-' 
selves to. He was here called to order; he did not sit down, 
but, changing his subject, he called upon the noble Lord 
who had conducted the expedition, to' explain to the House^ 
whether or no any such instructions were contained in the 
orders that he, during that war, received officially from hini. 

Earl 



A. 1777. D^ E-B A T E S. ©y 

Earl Gower^ after returning the asperities of the noble Earl, 
declared, that nothing should prevent his speaking his mind 
freely. That he despised the conduct of those Lords who 
aifected great humility in the very moment when they were 
throwing out insinuations, the most illiberal, the most un- 
manly and the most untrue. He was a plain man, aild he 
ever used plain arguments. He was therefore free to repeat^ 
that the noble Earl had himself, while at the head of admini- 
stration last war, not only employed the Indians^ but employ- 
ed them under instructions and treaties of the most sanguinary 
tendency ; and in order to shew that this assertion was not 
made merely to catch the public, and serve the purpose of 
temporary delusion, he would prove what he had said by 
producing from the journals of the House, one of those 
treaties, which breathed the spirit of cruelty in a greater de- 
gree than any instructions which Government had sent out 
to the commanders in America, since the present unhappy 
war had commenced. 

While his Lordship was searching for this treaty, a strange 
confused altercation took place, which, however, was put an 
end to by reading the extract, which was a treaty with an In- 
dian nation, one condition of which was, that they should kill 
aqd scalp every Frenchman who came within their country. 
Though the French were then at war with us, he presumed, 
the noble Earl, nor no Lord present would say, that they were 
more hostile or inimical to us than our rebellious subjects. 
His Lordship added, that the tribe of Indians alluded to were 
situated on the back of South Carolina. If his memory 
served him right, it was during the government of Mr. Lyt- 
telton (now Lord Westcote). 

Earl of Chatham denied he ever had. Savages might have 
been employed ; but he denied he knew any thing of the 
matter ; and called upon the noble Lord, who at that time 
commanded in America [Lord Amherst] to declare the truth. 
The question was not, whether Indians were employed in 
Canada the last war \ but whether they were employed in 
the line, in the manner it was presumed they were now em- 
ployed. 

Earl Gower replied, that the noble Earl had exerted a spirit 
in another House that would not be permitted in that, where 
.he has seen persons crouch to him. Such a conduct will ne- 
ver be permitted in this House ; the antient nobility of this 
country will not submit to it. I have not been petulan', 
though others may have been insolent. The noble Earl 
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charges me with quibbling. I have a just right to retort on 
him. My distinctions were not unfair ; t^is are paltry and 
evasive. He does not conduct himself with candour, nor 
behave himself like an honest man. The point X would wish 
to ascertain is,—* Were Indians employed while he was 
minister ? and does he mean to plead ignorance as an apology 
for a conduct which he has this night, and the two preced- 
ing, so highly condemned ?" [It is not improper to observe, 
that Lord Chatham was called to order by Lord Sandwich ; 
and that Lord Gower, who was much stronger than we have 
reported, was permitted to proceed.] 

Earl of Chatham again called upon Lerd Amherst to de- 
clare, if he had any orders from him to employ savages. 

Lord Amherst rose with great seeming reluctance*- He 
said, he hoped what had been drawn firom him the first day 
of the session, would have proved satisfactory to the House. 
The fact was, that the French employed Indians the last 
war ; and we followed their example ; and that most certain- 
ly he should not have ventured to do so, if he had not re- 
ceived orders to that purpose. 

Earl of Shelburne observed, that both accounts were per- 
fectly reconcileable. Indians might have been employed. 
The noble Lord who spoke last might have had ' orders to 
enter into treaties with and employ them ; and yet the noble 
Earl might be fully justified in his assertion. The orders 
were probably conveyed to the noble Lord, who then com- 
manded in America, through the channel of the board of 
trade ; and not through that of the secretary of state. Indian 
treaties, and all the affairs relative to the superintendants for 
treating with the Indians, passed, while he had the honour 
to preside at the board, through the board of trade. It was 
so most probably at the period alluded to ; and for his part, 
he well recollected, he made it a point, as much as possible, 
to keep all the official business transacted there as much a 
secret as possible from the secretary of state. While he was- 
up, he would take an opportunity of observing the savage 
mode which had been adopted in conducting this cruel war 
throughout. Cruelty and injustice were its leading features. 
The French officers, taken prisoners going to America, had 
been inhumanly treated ; and as to the American prisoners 
in England, they were treated with the most horrid and un- 
precedented barbarity. If we were not generous, we should 
endeavour to imitate the generosity of America. It would 

become 
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become the humanity of the English nation to open a sub- 
scription for their relief ; whenever it was opened, he would 
<:ontribute his mite. 

Earl Gower rose again, and with equal vehemence protest- 
cd, he would not be daunted by the dictatorial manner of the 
noble Lord : he was an honest man, and spoke like one : he 
did not indeed possess in an equal degree the faculty of elo- 
quence ; he could not pour forth tropes and fine words ia 
such abundant profusion, but he possessed as good an under- 
standing as the noble Lord : that it was the noble Lord who 
bad recourse to mean evasions ; for that connivance was cer- 
tainly a tacit acquiescence in the propriety of the measure; 
and that being privy to their employment, and giving a pub- 
lic sanction to it, was rather a difference in words than in 
things. If private characters were to be enquired into, he 
believed his would stand the test as well as his Lordship's ; 
and that the imputation of variety might, with as must justice^ 
be applied to him. 

Earl of Chatham rose; and, with great appearance of hu- 
mility, congratulated his Lordship on the goodness of his un- 
derstanding : far was it from him to suppose himself a com- 
petitor in* abilities with the noble Lord, who had so ingeni- 
ously affirmed, that giving an order, and not giving one, 
were wojrds of synonimous signification. He added a fe\V^ 
^words relative to his own life, which he acknowledged to be 
various enough ; and wished that the noble Lord wh6 then 
commanded in America, would put an end to the altercation, 
by telling the House his orders, and who he had them from. 

The Duke of Richmond said, he was not willing to enter 
into an enquiry concerning any man's private character ; but 
^f the noble Earl's (Lord Gower) was to undergo an. investi- 
gation of the kind his Lordship alluded to, he would not be 
free from the stigma of variety. He contended, that the or- 
der read by the noble Earl from the journals was nothing to 
the purpose. It was the right of war, a necessary duty cre- 
ated by that state, to keep our territories free from the cne- 
my ; but murdering defenceless people, or prisoners of war, 
was an act of a very different nature. His Grace also argued 
the great difference between presenting- a bayonet to a man's 
breast inaction, and torturing men, women and children with 
the knife and tomahawk in cold blood and in captivity. His 
Grace denied, that the assertion that the Americans had first 
employed and attempted to eniploy the Indians had been 
proved. , 
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This called up the Earl of Dunmore, who asserted, that he 
himself had been attacked by the Indians, set on by the Ame- 
ricans, and that a party of them had attacked the Northern 
army, by whom one of them was killed. 

The Duke of Richmond S2dd^ this was no answer: he had 
heard indeed of a Negro and a Highlander having been tied 
together, but an assertion that one Indian was killed by the 
northern army, did not prove that the Americans employed 
the Indians f rst. 

Earl of Denbigh attacked Lord Chatham, and called him 
the great oracle with the short memory, asserting, that the 
Indians were employed last war, that the returns of the army 
must have shewn it, and that as his Lordship, when in office, 
always contended for guidance and direction, he could not 
be ignorant of the matter if he had not lost his inemory . 

Earl of Dunmore rose a second time, and declared that thc^ 
Virginians had used every effort to induce the Indians to join 
them, and that the Chiefs of one of the Indian tribes to whom 
they applied had made answer, '* What, shall we fight 
against the great King over the water, who in the last war 
sent such large armies, and so much money here, to defend 
you from the devastations of the French, and from our at- 
tacks ? No ; if you have so little gratitude, we will not assist 
so base a purpose.'* His Lordship added, that the Virgi- 
nians; finding themselves thus disappointed, had dressed up 
some of their own people like Indians, with a view to terrify 
the forces under him; and his Lordship declared, he heartily 
wished more Indians were employed : that they were by no 
means a cruel people ; that they never exercised the scalping- 
knife, or were guilty of a barbarity, but by way of striking 
terror into their enemies, and by that means putting *an end to 
llie further effusion of blood. 

The Duke of Richmond said, he wished not to employ sa- 
vages, who wantonly tortured our fellow-subjects with the 
scalping-knife and tomahawk, and were then to be defended 
on the ground of having been " cruel only to be kind,'* of' 
having committed murder, cold blooded murder, in order to 
put an end to a war in which they had no interest. His 
Grace again contended, that the present measures were impo- 
litic, savage and absurd, and he heartily wished their Lord- 
ships would end a contest equally disgraceful to us as a wise 
nation, and as men of humanity. 

Earl of Dunmore rose agaim to shew how much the Ame- 
ricans ex(jee<)ed the Indians barbarity, instancing a great 
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variety of circumstances (and among others the fate of Co- 
lonel Campbell) to prove that they did not even affect huma- 
nity, but were most industriously cruel, most wantonly in- 
Jiumane. 

The Duke of Richmond said, he believed theVe had been 
very dark and bloody proceedings in the scene of action al- 
luded to by the nobfe Earl (Lord- Dunmore), and he trusted a 
day of enquiry would come, when these horrid transactions 
would be inquired into ; and the authors meet with condign 
punishment, if they should be found to deserve it. 

Earl of Dunmore replied, as far as the allusion might be 
meant to affect him, he was ready to submit his conduct to 
the most rigorous enquiry; and the sooner the better. He 
did not desire to procrastinate it. He had done his duty as a 
servant of the crown ; and as to his personal conduct, he de- 
fied his enemies ; for he was fully conscious of having behaved 
like an honest, man, 
• Lord Towmhend defended the measures at both periods ; 
said much was to be trusted to whoever commanded; and in- 
sisted, that that was what must give the true complexion to 
the measure. If a commander or governor was instructed 
generally, and intrusted with undefined powers, leading to 
certain objects, he must consult his own feelings; and it was 
to be presumed no British general would abuse his powers. 

Earl of Chatham again called upon Lord Amherst to know, 
whether he had any instructions from him as secretary of 
state. 

Lord Amherst. I was desired to make treaties with the 
Indian powers ; I was charged with it in my instructions, . 

Earl of Chatham still persisted in declaring his ignorance of 
any sucli instructions ; and said, he was sure they did not pass 
regularly through his office, nor were ever signed by the 
King. 

Earl of aSw^/^ endeavoured, as he said, to set the noble 
Earl right ; for that all instructions to governors and com- 
manders in chief necessarily came through the office of the 
secretary of state, and were countersigned by the King. 

Earl of Chatham rose finally to beg, that Lord Amherst 
would favour him with a copy of the instructions sent to him 
last war, which authorised him to employ savages. 

Lord Amherst said, he would readily oblige him, with his 
Majesty's permission. 

The previous question was put a few minutes before eleven 
o'clock, when the Contents that went below the bar were 18, 
and the Non- Contents that staid in the House were 40* 
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Adjourned to December 8. 

December 8. 

The order of the day was the second reading of the bill for 
suspending the Habeas Corpus act. 

The Duke of Richmond KtsixtA that the act might be read^ 
which being done, his Grace expressed his concern that the 
discussion of a subject of this important nature should have 
happened in so thin a House. He said it was a business of 
the highest concern to the nation; a business in which the li- 
berties of the subject were nearly interested. From the vague 
indeterminate mode of expression used in the act, its force 
extended to all orders, and to all kinds, guilty and innocent; 
A paltry justice might, only because he thought he had grounds 
of suspicion, deprive a subject of his dearest rights, imprison 
him, load him with irons, and all without a possibility of re- 
dress to the unfortunate sufferer. The Habeas Corpus being 
extinct, there was no power of justifying himself, and there 
he must lie till the term specified in the act arrive; that is, 
till the total conclusion of the impending war. He himself 
stood within its lash, and was at this time at the mercy of any 
little dealing magistrate ; he had been last year on the high 
sea^ on a party of pleasure, and was therefore obnoxious to 
the letter of the act. He illustrated the disadvantages conse- 
quent on such an act, with the history of one Mr. Piatt, a 
merchant of Georgia. This young man, while he was in 
that capacity, had been concerned in the unloading a vessel^ 
that contained, among other things, horses sent from England: 
he interested himself in this business, only from an inclination 
to serve the owner ; and yet going soon after on his mercan- 
tile occasions to Jamaica, and having in the course of a jovial 
evening offended some one of the company, he was next day 
apprehended as a person within the cognizance of this act.— 
He was secured as a rebel, sent to England, and carried befpre 
' Sir John Fielding, who recommitted him, without suffering 
him to be confronted with his accusers. All he asks is to be 
brought to trial ; this justice has been denied ; and it is now 
near two years since this, perhaps, innocent person has been 
subject to the disgrace and inconvenience of a common pri- 
son. — His Grace said he would appeal only to the feelings of 
the gentlemen in administration.— He was at present an advo- 
cate for humanity, and hoped they would interest themselves 
for a final determination concerning this unhappy man. 

The Lord Chancellor said, if ever there was an act that de- 
served the appellation of humanity, it was this j it regarded 
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America in every respect, not as a rebel country, but as a 
country at war. It was certainly necessary that some punish- 
ment should be inflicted on persons taken in the act of enmity 
against us ; but what ought it to.be ? since it was plainly not 
expedient that they should be discharged, and not political, 
from the apprehensions of retaliation, to put them to immedi- 
ate death.— What was the alternative ? In his opinion the 
only just medium had been adopted,---thatof preserving them 
until the final conclusion of the war, so that they might retain 
the power of punishing, without doing it at a time when the 
consequences might fall upon such of our subjects as were 
now in a similar situation in America. 

Duke of Richmond said, the noble Lord had not attended 
to the distinction which it was his intention to inculcate. He 
acquiesced in the proprietyof detention,whenexercisedonmen 
2hso\\itt\y found in arms^ but that persons only suspected ^oxAA. 
be liable to the same severity, was the ground of his objec- 
tion. He said he would move the House that returns should 
be made of all that had fallen under the cognizance of this act. ' 

Earl of Sandwich observed, that as to the point in question, 
he believed he and the noble Lord nearly coincided, — namely, 
that all persons properlysyspectedof rebellion, should be sub- 
ject to the terms of the act. He said he had a very different 
account of this Mr. Piatt. H^ was told that he was a com- 
mittee man at Georgia, and an active instrument of rebel- 
lion ; that he contributed in seizing, by force, the military 
stores that were contained in his Majesty's ship Philippi ; that 
the commander of that vessel came over to London, when he 
was first brought to England, to authenticate his guilt ; and 
that it was from motives of pure delicacy that the judges had 
thought proper to defer his trial 1 

The Duke of Richmond expressed a gentle' resentment for 
this second misinterpretation of his meaning. He had never 
affirmed that persons, properly suspected, should be subject 
to the terms of the act. It was his uniform opinion, and his 
precise expression, that the suspected were to be discriminated 
from those actually found in arms. 

Earl of Suffolk said, that in the beginning of this unhappy 
war, it was the current opinion of the three legislative powers 
of this realm, that an extraordinary privilege should be 
lodged in the executive part5 in the King— that if it was the 
opinion of the House, that the present emergency is less dan- 
gerous than it was a year ago, they would doubtless revoke 
this as an useless act; if not, a similar necessity would cer- 
tainly justify the continuation. — He said, it v{^% c^\.\ftA. -a. 
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dangerous act — let the event prove that— few had fallen ui^- 
der its cognizance— few had been punished in consequence 
of it— apprehensions, therefore, from it were groundless. 

Duke of Richmond replied, that lenity in the execution 
was the strongest argument against the continuation; for 
that tyranny became more acceptable by being gently exer- 
cised; sothat whea a Prince of more despotic temper had the 
rule, he would plead prescription, and justify arbitrary mea- 
sures, even with the sanction of his Parliatnent, and the con- 
sent of his people. 

Duke of Manchester read a petition that he had received 
from'Mr. Piatt ; — the account given there nearly coincided 
with that given by the Duke of Richmond ; his Grace cor- 
roborated the Duke*s arguments, and added, that he appealed 
in this instance, not only to the humanity, but the justice of 
administration. The bill was committed without a division. 
Adjourned to December 1 1. 

December 11. 
The Earl of Okford moved, ^* That this House do adjourn 
to the 20th of January 1778." 

The Earl of Abingdon. I am just come up from the coun- 
try, as I supposed, to do, with the rest of your Lordships, 
our business in Parliament ; but I find that we are already met 
here to day, in order to be sent about our business into the 
country, as if the business of Parliament was not our busi- 
ness, and that we were called up only to do the business of 
ministers. Supplies are voted, and, at this tremendous con- 
juncture of events, there is, it seems, no further need of the 
great constitutional council of the nation. 

But, my Lords, before I go, I will leave one word behind 
me; it is an important word, and its subject matter is of a 
very pressing nature. 

My Lords, when a noble Duke, whose manly and spirited 
conduct against this war of slavery will ever have the testi- 
mony of my warmest applause, made his motion the other 
day for an enquiry into the state of the nation, his Grace 
said, he desired his molion might be understood as a general 
motion, open to every enquiry, and not simply confined to 
any propositions of his own ; it is therefore, my Lords, un- 
der the shelter of this noble Duke's motion, that I have now 
a motion of my own to make, in addition to those that have 
been already received. 

My Lords, humanity has ever been the characteristic of 
Englishr.en ; but, my Lords, whether corruption has, with 
pur morals, changed our very feelings, or whether it be 
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owing to that exotic influence which has so long directed 
our councils, or not, it is not for me to determine; but, ray 
Lords, instead of humanity, our national character is N ow 
stamped with inhumanity ; and, what is worse, we have 
the DAMNING PROOFS before our eyes. 

My Lords, I am informed, and my information is to be 
depended upon, that the American prisoners in this country 
(men whoare made prisoners in the glorious cause of liber- 
ty, and are nick-named rebels y only to sanctify the rebellion 
of ministers against the freedom of this country) are treated 
with a Lavage barbarity. 

My Lords, I have heardsomeof their complaints, and they 
have gone to my heart. 1 will give you one of them in 
instance. 

My Lords, We all know, or the Reverend Bench of Bishops 
will tell us so, that thereare certain religious objections against 
innoculating for thesmail-pox. These objections the Ame- 
ricans, for the most part, have; and in proportion to the cre- 
dulity of the objection, do the fears of the disease increase. 
It was necessary, my Lords, to premise this ; now for the 
f ACT. In one of the prisons, a prisoner was inoculated for 
the small-pox ; and after the eruption appeared, the patient 
was put into a cell with five Americans, who had never had 
the disorder. They expressed their fears ; and 1 do suppose, 
they were therefore called '* COWARDS;" but this your 
Lordships may be assured of, that ue'ither fears nor t^arsy nor 
prayers, were able to remove the sick from the well. 

My Lords, if this be abetted, and does not meet with 
CONDIGN punishment, all government here is at an end, and 
civil society no more; for, my Lords, whj^ is civil society, 
but a public combination for private protection. 

My present motion, therefore, my Lords, is, * That an 
humble address t^e presented to his Majesty requesting that he 
will be pleased to direct, that all orders and instructions which 
have been given by the officers, whgse business it is, to the seve- 
ral gaolers, or keepers ofother houses of confinement, from time 
to time, since the commencement of hostilities, and the bring- 
ing of American prisoners into this country, down to the 1st 
■ of the present month of December, respecting the custody 
and treatment of the said prisoners, may be laid before this 
House ; and that the returns which have been made to office 
from the said prison, of their number and deatlis, together 
with the accounts of each article of ex pence, attending their 
confinement, may likewise be produced." 

My Lords, I have made this motion, not only from feel- 
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ings of humanity^ but from motives of POLICY. Your 
Lordships will remember, that there is such a thing as the 
law of RETALIATION. Whilst you are making prisoners 
of the Americans by fifties and hundreds^ they are making 
prisoners pf you by WHOLE armies. The fate of. Gene- 
ral Burgoyne is known ; and if General Howe does not 
again shift his position, his fate will be the same. . My Lords, 
I will only add, that I hope this motion wyll be agreed to, 
and. that it will be productive of good; but, my Lords, as it 
will be some time before it can have its effect, I must signify 
to your Lordships, that it is my intention, in the mean while, 
to promote, as much as lies in me,, a subscription for the re- 
lief of these unfortunate prisoners, in hopes of procuring the 
contribution of every noble Lord of this House ; for, my 
Lords, the majority Lords, who have benefited by the Ame- 
rican war, can afford it. Those who have not {the Bishops) 
will remember, that charity covereth a multitude 
Of SINS ; and as to the minority Lords, they will be all led 
to ic from principle. Thus, my Lords, I shall not de- 
spair of their being collected, at least as much money for 
those HON EST WHIGS, as was procured for those Tiry priests^ 
who, for attempting to undermine the liberties of America, 
were driven out of that .country, and are, perhaps for the 
same purposes, now pensioned in this. 

Just as the Lord Chancellor was beginning to read Lord- 
Abingdon*s motion. Lord Dudley rose and begged to say a 
few words to order. His Lordship observed, that according 
to established form, the House having, before them the mo- 
tion for adjournment, they could not in regularity either heair, 
read or debate dpon any other motion, until that was got rid 
of, either by being withdrawn, or being carried ; if the latter, 
the noble Earl's motion must necessarily drop 'till the meet- 
ing after the holidays. 

This brought on a short altercation with respect to parlia- 
mentary forms ; during which the Earl oi Abingdon complained 
pf jockeyshlp, declaring that he was upon his legs as soon as^' 
• the noble Earl who moved for adjournment, and that there- 
fore if his motion could not be attended to on account of the 
noble Earl's having been read first, or because the noble Earl 
might not be willing to withdraw his motion, which would 
have as full an effect if moved subsequent to his, he should 
conclude that an unfair advantage had been taken of his i|i» 
experience in points of order. 

Earl of Effingham observed^ that it was very extraordinary 
ibeir Lordships should be so scrupulously punctilious and pre- 
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cise about order, when theTiolation of it would be so trifling, 
after having but the day before, in the most gross and bare- 
faced manner, broke through all parliamentary form, in re- 
spect to a matter which highly called for the most serious and 
deliberate attention of Parliament : His Lord«hip said, the 
matter he alluded to was the suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
act, a bill on which the liberties of Englishmen essentially de- 
pended. This bill, his Lordship declared he meant to have 
opposed, as injurious to freedom, and dangerous to the con- 
stitution. He came down to the House with that view, and, 
to his astonishment, found it entered on the books, that the 
bill had been read a second^ time, referred to a Committee, 
reported, read a third time, and passed, all in one day, in de- 
fiance of an express standing order of the House. 

The Duke of Richmond rose next, and remarked, that no- 
thing was more certain than that two motions could !iot be 
before the House at one and the same time. The motion of 
adjournment was made first, and must, if the noble Earl per- 
sisted in keeping to it, be the only motion debated ; but he 
bagged their Lordships to consider, that the honour of the 
House was at stake, their character for decency and candour 
was involved in the present embarrassment. The noble EarKs 
[Lord Abingdon] motion went to a very important object, 
an object of too serious a nature to be thus swept away ty a 
Ihotion for adjournment. Was that the case, his Grace said, 
the noble Earl might well complain of jockeyship ; it was 
, certainly taking an unfair and an unprecedented advantage, 
an advantage which it was beneath the dignity of their Lord- 
ships to seize, or suffer to be taken. If the motion of the 
•noble Earl was disagreeable and improper, the fair line of 
conduct would be, to withdraw the motion for adjournment, 
and either to debate the noble Earl's motion, and carry it by 
a majority, or to move the previous question upon it. These, 
the Duke declared, would be parliamentary modes of treat- 
ing it; but to put an end to it, by carrying the motion for 
adjournment, would be to act in a manner highly unbecom- 
ing their Lordships. 

Lord Dudley rose to reply, disclaiming the application of 
the word jockeyship, as used by the noble Duke, and declar- 
ing that he had norOther view in speaking to order, but for 
the preservation of those forms necessary for the dispatch of 
'business, and the regularity of parliamentary proceedings. 

Earl of Suffolk having read the intended motion, informed 
the House, that he had not the least objection to it, and if. 
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for the sake of getting on with the business of the day, their 
Lordships wouldadmitof a small irregularity, and the noble 
Earl would be satisfied, he would pledge himself to lay before 
the House, on the day appointed for ^' an inquiry into the 
state of the nation," the papers sought by the present mo- 
tion. 

Earl of Chatham acknowledged, that he was not very in- 
timately acquainted with the particular forms of the House ; 
yet he could not but see, that they were like to violate all the 
rules of parliamentary form, if they admitted a minister's pro- 
mise to be a full compliance with the orders qf that House. 
With regard to the noble Earl's motion, he said they had cer- 
tainly entangled themselves a little, respecting the mode of re- 
ceiving it ; nevertheless, were the offer made by the noble 
Earl in office [Lord Suffolk] accepted of, it would indeed 
overturn all order substantially, and would create a precedent, 
which might, at some future period, prove exceedingly dan* 
gerous, and produce much worse consequences than could be 
involved in the fate of the question either way.™ If mini* 
sters were to substitute vague, parole promises for parliamen- 
tary documents, there would be an end of the constitutional 
controul of that House ; ministers would be no longer respon-* 
sible ; they would be at liberty at all times to excuse them-* 
selves, by saying, that they promised what was not in their 
power, or what they ought not to have promised. On these 
grounds, to steer clear of the difficulties on either hand, hit 
Lordship advised, that the motion of adjournment should bc 
withdrawn ; that his noble friend's motion should be receiv- 
ed, which, when disposed of, would leave the noble Earl 
[Lord Oxford] at liberty to repeat the original motion of ad- 
journment. 

Earl of Suffolk denied that he had any such intention as 
that imputed to him by the noble Earl who spoke last. He 
only offered to pledge his word to produce the papers called 
for, merely to get rid of the dilemma which the claims of the 
two noble Lords seemed to have brought the House into ; 
this being his only motive, he entirely approved of the pro- 
posed expedient ; and chearfuUy consented to accede to the 
noble Earl's proposition. 

The Earl of Abingdon's motion being read by the Chan- 
cellor, and agreed to. 

The Earl of Oxford made his motion to adjourn to the %Oth 
of January 177Q. 

Tic 
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The Earl of Chatham said. It is not with less grief than atso- 
nishraent, 1 bear the motion now made by the noble Earl, at a 
time when the affairs of this country present on every side 
prospects full of awe, terror and impending danger ; when, I 
will be bold to say, events of a most alarming tendency, little 
expected or foreseen, will shortly happen ; when a cloud, that 
may crush this nation, and bury it in destruction for ever, is 
ready to burst and overwhelm us in ruin. At so tremendous 
a season, it does not become your Lordships, the great here- 
ditary council of the nation, to neglect your duty ; to retire 
to your country seats for six weeks, in quest of joy and merri- 
ment, while the real state of public affairs call for grief, 
mourning and lamentation; at least, for the fullest exertions 
of your wisdom. It is your duty, my Lords, as the grand 
hereditary council of the nation, to advise your sovereign ; to 
be the protectors of your country ; to feel your own weight 
and authority. As hereditary counsellors, as members of this 
House, you stand between the crown and the people ; you 
are nearer the throne than the other branch of the legislature, 
it is your duty to surround and protect, to counsel and suppli- 
cate it ; you hold the balance, your duty is to see that the 
weights are properly poized, that the balance remains even, 
that neither may encroach on the other ; and that the execu- 
tive power may be prevented, by an unconstitutional exertion 
of even constitutional authority, from bringing the nation to 
destruction. My Lords, I fear we are arrived at the very 
brink of that state ; and I am persuaded, that nothing short 
of a spirited interposition on your part, in giving speedy and 
. wholesome advice to your sovereign, can prevent the people 
from feeling beyond remedy the full effects of that ruin which 
ministers have brought upon us. These are the calamitous 
circumstances ministers have been the cause of ; and shall we, 
in such a state of things, when every moment teems with 
events productive of the most fatal narratives ; shall we trust, 
during an adjournment of six weeks, to those men who have 
brought those calamities upon us ; when perhaps our utter 
overthrow is plotting, nay ripe for execution, without almost 
a possibility of prevention ? Ten thousand brave men have 
fallen victims to ignorance and rashness. The only army 
you have in America may, by this time, be no more. This 
very nation remains no longer safe than its enemies think 
proper to permit. I do not augur ill. Events of a most cri- 
tical nature may take place before our next rneeting. Will 
your Lordships then, in such a state of things, trust to the 
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guidance of men, who in every single step of this cruel, this 
wicked war, from the very beginning, have proved themselves 
weak, ignorant and mistaken ? I will not say, my Lords, nor 
do I mean anything personal, or that they have brought pre- 
meditated ruin on this country. I will not suppose that tiicy 
foresaw what has since happened ; but I do contend, my 
Lords, that their guilt (I will not suppose it guilt) but their 
^want of wisdom, their incapacity, their temerity in depending 
on their own judgment, or their base compliances with the 
orders and dictates of others, perhaps caused by the influence 
of one or two individuals, have rendered them totally unwor* 
thy of your Lordships' confidence, of the confidence of Par- 
liament, and those whose rights they are the constitutional 
guardians of, the people at large. A remonstrance, my 
Lords, should be carried to the throne. The King has been 
deluded by his ministers. They have been imposed upon by 
false information, or have, from motives best known to 
themselves, given apparent credit to what they were convis^ 
ced in their hearts was untrue. The nation has been be- 
trayed into the ruinous measure of an American war by the 
arts of imposition, by their own credulity, throughthe means 
of false hopes, false pride and promised advantages, of the 
most romantic and improbable nature. My Lords, I do not 
wish to call your attention entirely to that point. I would 
fairly appeal to your own sentiments, whether I can be justly 
charged with arrogance or presumption, if I said, great and 
able as ministers think themselves, that all the wisdom of the 
nation is con^ned to the narrow circle of the petty cabinet. 
I might, I think without presumption, say, that your Lord- 
ships, as one of the branches of the legislature, may be suppo- 
sed as capable of advising your sovereign, in the moment of 
difficulty and danger, as any lesser council, composed of a 
fewer number ; and who, being already so fatally trusted, 
have betrayed a want of honesty, or a want of talents.^ Is it, 
my Lords, within the utmost stretch of the most sanguine ex- 
pectation, that the same men who have plunged you into 
your present perilous and calamitous situation, are the proper 
persons to rescue you from it ? No, my Lords, such an ex- 
pectation would be preposterous and absurd. I say, my 
Lords, you are now specially called upon to interpose. It, is 
your duty to forego every call of business and pleasure; to 
give up your whole time to inquire into past misconduct; to 
provide remedies for the present ; to prevent future evils ; to 
res/ on yourarms^ if I may usethe expression, to watch for the 
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public safety ; to defend and support the throne ; and if fate 
should so ordain it, to fall with becoming fortitude, with the 
rest oi your fellow subjects in the general ruin. I fear this 
last must be the event of this mad, unjust and cruel war. It 
IS your Lordships' duty to do every thing in your power that 
it shall not ; but, if it must be so, I trust your Lordships and 
the nation will fall gloriously. 

My Lords, as the first and most immediate object of your 
enquiry, I would recommend to you to consider the true state 
of our home defence. We have heard much from a noble 
Lord in this House, of the state of our navy. I cannot give 
an implicit belief to all I have heard on that importajit sub- 
ject. I still retain my former opinion relative to the number 
of line-of-battle ships ; but as an enquiry into the real state 
of the navy is deistined to be the subject of future considera- 
tion, I do not wish to hear more about it till that period ar- 
rives. I allow, in argument, that we have thirty-five ships of 
the line fit for actual service. I doubt much whether such a 
force would give us a full command of the Channel. 1 am 
certain, if it did, every other part of our possessions must lie 
naked and defenceless in every quarter of the globe. I fear 
our utter destruction is at hand — [Here and in many other 
parts of his speech, his Lordship broadly hinted, thstt the 
House of Bourbon was meditating some important and de- 
cisive blow near home.] What, my Lords, is the state of 
our military defence ? I would not wish to expose our pre- 
sent weakness ; but weak as we are, if this war should be 
continued, as the public declaration of persons in high confi- 
dence with their Sovereign would induce us to suppose, is 
this nation to be entirely stripped ? and if it should, would 
every soldier now in Britain be sufficient to give us an equa- 
lity to the force in America ? » I will maintain they would 
not ; where then will men be procured - Recruits are not to 
be had in this country. Germany will give no more. 1 have 
read in the news-papers of this day, and I have reason to be- 
lieve it to be true, that the head of the Germanic body has re- 
monstrated against It, and has taken measures accordingly to 
prevent it. Ministers have, I hear, applied to the Swiss 
Cantons. The idea is preposterous ! The Swiss never per- 
mit their troops to go beyond sea. But, my Lords, if even 
men were to be procured in Germany, how will you march 
them to the water-side ? Have oot our ministers applied for 
the port of Embdcn, and has not it be^n refused? I say, you 
will not be able to procure men even for your Jiome-defence, 
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if some immediate steps be not taken. I remember, during 
the last war, it was thought advisable to levy independent 
companies ; they were, when completed, formed into batta* 
lions, and proved of great service. I love the army ; I know 
its use ; but I must nevertheless own, that I was a great friend 
to the measure of establishing a national militia. I remem- 
ber the last war, that there were three camps formed of that 
corps at once in this kingdom. I saw them myself ; one at 
Winchester; another in the West, at Plymouth: and a 
third, if I recollect right, at Chatham. [Told he was rightj. 
Whether the militia is at present in such a state as to answer 
the valuable purposes it did then, or is capable of being ren- 
dered so, I will not pretend to say ; but I see no reason why, 
in such a critical state of affairs, the experiment should not be 
made ; and why it may not be put again, on the former re- 
spectable footing. I remember, all circumstances considered, 
when appearances were not nearly so melancholy and alarmi- 
ing as they are, that there were more troops in the county of 
Kent alone, for the defence of the kingdom, than ihere are 
now in the whole island. 

My Lords, I contend that we have not, nor can procure, 
any force sufficient to subdue America. It is monstrous to 
think of it. There are several nobie Lords present, well ac- 
quainted with military affairs. I call upon any one of them 
to rise and pledge himself, that the military force now within 
the kingdom is adequate to its defence, or that any possible 
force to be procured from Germany, Switzerland, or else- 
where, will be equal to the conquest of America. I am too 
perfectly persuaded of their abilities and integrity to expect 
any such assurance from them. — Oh! but if America is not 
to be conquered, she may be treated with. Conciliation is at 
length thought of; terms are to be offered. Who are the . 
persons that aire to treat on the part of this afflicted and de- 
luded country ? The very men who have been the authors of 
our misfortunes : the very men who have endeavoured, by 
the most pernicious policy, the highest injustice and oppres- 
sion, the most cruel and devastating war, to enslave those 
people they would conciliate, to gain the confidence and affec- 
tion of those who have survived the Indian tomahawk and 
German bayonet. Can your Lordships entertain the most 
distant prospect of success from such a treaty and such nego- 
tiators? No, my Lords, the Americans have virtue, and 
they must detest the principles of such men ; they have un- 
dcrstandmg, and too much wisdom, to trust to the cunning' 
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and narrow politics which must cause such overtures on the 
part of the merciless persecutors. My Lords, I maintain 
that -they would shun, with a mixture qF prudence and de- 
testation, any. proposition coming from that quarter. They 
would receive terms from such men, as snares to allure and 
betray. They would dread them as ropes meant to be put 
about their legs, in order to entangle and overthrow them in 
certain ruin. 

My Lords, supposing that our domestic danger, if at all, 
is far distant : that our enemies will leave us at liberty to 
■ prosecute this war to the utmost of our ability ; suppose your 
Lordships should grant a fleet one day, an army another ; all 
;these, I do affirm, will avail nothing, unless you accompany 
it with advice. Ministers have been in jcrror ; experience 
has proved it ; and what is worse, they continue it. They 
told you in the beginning, that 15,000 men would traverse 
all America, without scarcely an appearance of interruption ; 
two campaigns have passed since they gave us this assurance. 
Treble that number have been employed ; and one of your 
armies, which composed two-thirds of the force by which 
America was to be subdued, has been totally destroyed, and 
is now led captive through those, provinces you call rebel- 
lious. Those men whom you called cowards, poltroons, 
runaways and knaves are become victorious over your vete- 
ran troops; and, in the midst of victory, and flush of con- 
quest, have set ministers an example of moderation and mag- 
nanimity well worthy imitation. 

My Lords, no time should be lost which may promise to 
improve this disposition in America ; unless, by an obstinacy' 
founded in madness, we wish to stifle those embers of affec- 
tion which, after all our savage treatment, do not seem as yet 
to have been entirely extinguished. While on one side we 
must lament the unhappy fate of that spirited' officer, Mr. 
Burgoyne, and the gallant troops under his command, who 
were sacrificed to the wanton temerity and ignorance of mini- 
sters, we are as strongly compelled on the other to admire and 
applaud the generous, magnanimous conduct, the noble 
friendship, brotherly affection and humanity of the victors, 
who condescending to impute the horrid orders of massacre 
and devastation to their true authors, supposed that, as sol- 
diers and Englishmen, those cruel excesses could not have 
originated with the General, nor were consonant to the brave 
and humane spirit of a British soldier, if not compelled to It 
as an act of duty. They traced the first cause of those dia- 
bolic orders to their true source 3 and, by that wise and ge- 
Vol. IX. I neroM^ 
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nerous interpretation, granted their professed destroyer9 terms 
of capitulation which they could be only intitled to as the 
makers of fair and honourable war. 

My Lords, I should not have presumed to trouble you, if 
the tremendous state of this nation did not, in my opinion^ 
make it necessary. Such as I have this day described it to be 
I do maintain it is. The same measures are still persisted in ; 
and ministers/ because your Lordships have been deluded^ 
deceived and misled, presume, that whenever the worst comes^ 
they will be enabled to shelter themselves behind Parliament. • 
This, my Lords, cannot be the case : they have conmiitted 
themselves and their measures to the fate of war, and they 
must abide the issue. I tremble for this country ; I am al- 
most led to despair that we shall ever be able to extricate 
ourselves. Whether or not, the day of retribution is ai 
hand, when the vengeance of a much injured and afflicted 
people will, I trust, fall heavily on the authors of their ruin ; 
and I am strongly inclined to believe, that before the day to 
which the proposed adjournment shall arrive, the noble Earl 
who moved it will have just cause to repent of his motion.! 

Lord Osborne [Marquis of Carmarthen! begged leave to 
differ from the noble Earl. He said, there was too mucli^ 
truth in what was now advanced, he feared, not to fill the 
breast of every noble Lord present with a proper sense of our 
calamitous situation. He said, the motion for adjournment 
was the usual motion at this season of the year ; nor could he 
see what possible good purpose it would answer to keep their 
Lordships in town by short adjournments ; because no im- 
mediate measures could be taken without the concurrence of 
the other House. This House formed but one branch of 
the legislature ; nor did he think it would at all be proper to 
take any lead, but what the constitution assigned. His Lord- 
ship supposed, that none of their Lordships wished to get out 
of town to enjoy, during the Christmas, scenes of festivity ; 
on the contrary, if what was generally understood, that mea- 
sures of great moment were to be taken under consideration 
soon after the recess, he thought that the closet, not an inef- 
fectual attendance merely to adjourn, would be the properest 
scene for their Lordships during that period. In the closet, 
their Lordships, abstracted from every extrinsic considera- 
tion, would have an opportunity and leisure to consider of the 
real situation of affairs, and be enabled to decide on the most 
feasible and promising means of extricating us from our pre- 
sent difficulties. He could not determine what truth was in 
the report of the defeat of Mr. Burgoyne, whether the dis- 
aster 



A. 1777- DEBATES. 115 

aster was true or false ; different opinions were entertained on 
the subject ; but supposing the transaction to be exactly as 
stated by the noble Earl, in his opinion, all circumstances 
considered, that af&ir would be better explained by the Ge- 
neral himself, and better understood by their Lordships, so 
as to be enabled to form an opinion upon it. He had still a 
stronger objection to enter into any discussion relative to 
the causes of that gentleman's miscarriage ; and that was^ 
that probably the General, by being captive, might be fur- 
nished with the means of striking on some ground of treaty, 
which might be acceptable to both parties. Many instances 
were recorded in history, where captive generals have learned 
something material relative to the ultimate objects of their 
adversaries 5 when both sides being inclined to make conces- 
sions, matters being thus previously understood, the contest 
has terminated inanamicable treaty, and finally ended in peace. 

The Duke of Manchester answered the last noble Lord on 
the propriety of adjourning the Parliament, on purpose to 
give their Lordships time in their closets to consider of the 
state of this country, and of the most effectual measures to 
bring about a conciliation between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. He said, in his opinion^ it was but little better than a 
mere pretence for procrastination. How was it possible that 
any noble Lord could decide oil a plan yet in embryo ? 
How could they turn their thoughts upon measures to be 
pursued, while they were totally kept in the dark respecting 
them, and ignorant of that species of information, which 
. could only enable them to deliberate with propriety, or de- 
termine with judgment. 

His Grace was very full on the subject of the militia. He 
said it was with him at one time a very favourite service. 
He had paid it a great deal of attention ; but experience had 
convinced him that he was mistaken. Some persons were 
advanced in rank without being legally qualified ; others 
were denied rank, though intitled to it by service and fortune. 
Men were made officers contrary to the literal and substan- 
tial provisions of the act ; in short, the intention of the legis- 
lature in this constitutional law was so often and so shame- 
fully departed from, that in the present state of the militia, 
he confessed he had but a very poor opinion of it, in the light 
of a national defence. He had expended several considerable 
sums of money to put that part of it, immediately under his 
own direction, upon a respectable footing, but found him- 
^ self greatly disappointed ; and those sums, he was not asham- 
ed to acknowledge, were drawn from a fortune far fto\sih^\Tv% 
ample. 
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His Grace desired to know what the overthrow of the • 
army under Mr. Burgoyne had to do with his arrival ? The 
Lords were not to hold a court-martial on his conduct. It . 
was sufficient that the surrender had happetied to excite the 
enquiry of Parliament. 

His Grace hoped that before the adjournment, ministry 
would at least have suflFered their Lordships to have gone 
home, enabled, in some degree, to judge of the propriety of. 
the measures intended to be pursued, in order to retrieve the 
honour of the nation, by allowing them that kind of informa- 
tion which would give them a proper knowledge of the real . 
state of public affairs ; as, however, his hopes had proved 
vain, he could not but lament the wretched fate of this Coun- 
try, and deplore, with the noble Earl, that although its dan- 
ger became daily more and more imminent, ministry were 
so shamefully inattentive to its necessary protection. 

His Grace adverted to the impracticability of raising men 
for the service of the war; repeating that ^he resources from 
Germany either were at an end, or so clogged with difficuU ' 
ties as to be but little advantageous, and tliat Switzerland, 
when she assisted her antient and natural ally, the French, - 
always stipulated that her troops should not be marched 
within a certain distance of the sea, and that they should be 
within the power of a recall home at a limited period. Russia 
was depended on by administration, they looked where . 
their expectation could not be answered ; Russia, he was 
well informed, was on the eve of a fresh rupture with the 
Porte ; and notwithstanding her successes in the last war 
with the Ottoman empire, she found herself so much drained 
at the end of that war, that she was obliged to recruit Jier 
forces immediately. ' . 

Having dwelt, for a considerable time, on the improbabi- 
lity of procuring men from other powers, he next proceeded, 
to shew the impracticability of recruiting in Great Britain, so 
as to answer the purposes of prosecuting the war in Ameri- 
ca. Recruits would not, if sent in great numbers, or be- 
yond tiie usual proportion of recruits to veterans, constitute 
such an army as coiild be properly depended on; which, 
with the reasons already assigned respecting the militia, put 
it beyond question, that let us stretch our internal resources 
of men and money to the very utmost, we should not be 
able to meet the Americans in the field upon equal terms . 
at the opening of the next campaign. His Grace concluded 
with lamenting the fate of Mr. Burgoyne, whom he looked 
uppn as- extremely ill treated, by^ those who committed to , 
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him the execution of an expedition, equally mad, impracti- 
cable, and absurd. 

Earl of Suffolk said, that whatever measures he supported 
in Parliament, or advised his Sovereign in another place to 
adopt, were, to the best of his abilities, intended to serve his 
country. He had acted as a member of that House, with 
freedom, such as became his situation ; when called upon 
in another capacity, he gave his opinion like an honest man. 
He might be mistaken, or might be in error ; but whether 
or no, he was confident he had all along acted upon the 
purest principles of regard for his country. ^ He observed, 
that the noble Earl recommended short adjournments, mere- 
ly for the purpose of giving advice to his Majesty. He 
could not perceive what possible good could accrue from 
such a conduct. That House was not competent to recom- 
mend any specific measures ; they should have the approba- 
tion of the whole legislature. Whether for peace or war, 
the measures respecting America hitherto had been sanction- 
ed by Parliament ; and he presumed, to give them efftcacy, 
it would be necessary to continue to give them the same sanc- 
tion to the end. One House of Parliament ^ould not pre- 
tend to determine for the other ; therefore, in that view, the 
noble Earl's objection to the propriety of the present motion 
of adjournment fell to the ground. It had been thrown out. 
in a former debate, and had been again repeated this night, 
that ministers wanted to screen themselves behind Parliament. 
— Parliament did this; Parliament did that. — As one of the 
number, he disclaimed any such subterfuge, as it had been 
termed. He believed Parliament heartily approved of the 
measures ministers proposed ; he was certain the people saw 
the necessity of them ; whenever either one or tlu; other 
should think proper to change their opinion, he was ready to 
acquiesce; but in so doing, he would not be understood that 
he sought thereby any personal indemnity. He wished to 
have Jiis conduct enquired into. He acted fairly and openly ; 
he desired no more than to have his conduct as fairly and 
openly enquired into. 

America, it was asserted, would never treat with persons 
who, according to the language ot the noble Earl, had en- 
deavoured to Oppress and enslave them ; but he presumed, 
whenever the time of treaty or negotiation should arrive, 
that the noble Earl would find himself mistaken. His Lord- 
ship had described the people of America as full of wisdom 
and good sense; he doubted not they would, on cool reflec • 
tion, know to diserimiiuite between those who all alo/ig en-' 
'-'■ > ' l3 4r.'^'^>\\^\ 
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deavoured to fill them with false fears, and inflame the re- 
sentments of America, which had been created by those 
pretended fears and factious harangues, from men who were 
engaged in defending the tights of the empire, which had 
been committed to their charge. On the other hand, he 
was convinced that the public here had judgment enough 
not to trust their dearest interests to those who had, from the 
beginning, been solicitous to throw every possible impediment 
in the way of government ; and who, of course, had assisted 
all in their power to cause those very difficulties they now af- 
fect so much to lament, lie did not wonder that some noble 
Lord« in that House wished for opportunities to advise, his 
Majesty j but he could tell those Lords, that their advice 
would not be callied for ; they might give it in Parliament, 
but no where else. 

On the subject of the difficulty of procuring foreign le. 
vies, he heard it asserted with great confidence, that Switzer- 
land, Holstein, and Denmark had been applied to for troops; 
and, on a former debate, Sweden. He protested, if those 
powers had been applied to, it was without his knowledge; 
consequently he was free to say, they were not ; nor if they 
had, would they, he believed, have all refused. It was true 
difficulties had arisen the last year relative to the foreign 
troops; so they had this ; but as, on the former occasion, 
they were removed, so he flattered himself they would on the 
present. The noble Earl had recommended home-levies, as 
supposing no other were to be had. He did assure the noble 
Earl, that Great Britain was not destitute of foreign resources ; 
but if it were, it had resources within itself. The spirit of 
loyalty and sound patriotism, whatever endeavours had been 
tnade to damp it, was not extinguished. He had, within the 
last forty-eight hours, received offers of an important nature, 
without application or solicitation, from several parts of the 
kingdom, every corner of which was both able and ready to 
give aid; and he had strong reason to believe, that they would 
be followed by many more of the same kind. 

It was recommended by the noble Earl, who first opposed 
the motion, to keep that House sitting the whole recess, by 
short adjournments, to be at hand in case of any important 
event, to advise his Majesty, because, said his Lordship, the 
King and people have been misled and deceived. That the 
King and the people best knew — and, without they were 
each of opinion, that the cabinet had counselled insincerely 
and erroneously, this argument of his Lordship's was en- 
tirely invalid. If they adjourned^ it was not therefore to be 
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implied, that they went to revel in scenes of pleasure, which, 
through the privilege of the season, were peculiaronly tomore 
fortunate periods. They retired to deliberate, not to feast ; 
to weigh JJ5glf rially future measures, and not to indolence. 
He could not reconcile the inconsistencies in the noble Earl's 
conduct and declarations : he himself had authorised, with his 
sanction, enquiries that were to be made on the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, and now he wished to fill the interval up with business 
of another and less important nature. The noble Earl had 
reproached Parliament with being the secret concealment of 
ministers, khe screen behind which they had always hitherto 
sheltered themselves ; for his own part, he despised the re- 
source, and when a public enquiry should be made, he would 
trust his own personal exculpation to the justice of the House, 
and; the justice of the people. He did not condemn men for 
wishing to administer their council in Parliament^ who would 
have no other opportunity of doing it any where else ; but till 
better proofs could be had of the want of ability and integrity 
of administration than had been offered to-day, he should, as 
one of the number, look upon himself entitled to a share of the 
confidence they had hitherto experienced; a confidence fur- 
ther strengthened by the approbation of the sovereign, and a 
very great majority of the nation, both in and out of Parlia- 
ment. 

The present motion was no novelty ; it was a motion com- 
mon to the season, with this difference, that it came a few 
days earlier than usual ; because the great and necessary busi- 
ness of Parliament had been sooner dispatched. That there 
was no doubt public affairs were in a very critical state, and 
he heartily lamented that they were so; but he did not see 
any necessity for their Lordships sitting during the holidays. 
That the recess was not designed, as the noble Earl who spoke 
first in the debate had mentioned, for festivity or merriment. 
That the King's servants in particular would be fully em- 
ployed during the interval. 

His Lordship concluded his speech, which was spoken in 
great warmth, with declaring, that the conduct of a ^•^7- 
grant Congress, a Congress wliich no person at home knew 
where it had run to, was not to be held up as an object of 
example to their Lordships ; the Earl added, that the spirit of 
a great nation was not to be broken by a single misfortune ; 
that the spirit of this country would, he doubted not, be 
roused by Mr. Burgoyne's accident ; that government itself 
would prepare to prosecute the war with vigour 5 that the 
King's servants, however, would, m the recess of Parliament, 
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consider of what terms of conciliation were proper to be held 
out to America, and that at a proper time they would not fail 
to offer those terms. 

The Duke of Richmond replied to Lord Suffolk, attacking 
the Earl upon his declarations of ingenuousness, and his dis- 
claiming any desire to skreen himself behind Parliament. 
His Grace urged the noble Earl to keep his word, and say at 
once, and like an honest man, what he wpuld advise as a pro-, 
per measure to extricate us from our present disgrace and dif- 
ficulty. He next attacked him for having said that the 
counsels of those Lords who thought differently- from the 
King's servants would never be asked respecting the present 
State of affairs. He. said, it was the height of presumption 
for any minister to hold such language in that House. That 
it was but an ill compliment to the noble Earl, through whose 
exertions, during the last war, the glory of this country had 
been raised so high, to tell him his opinion was of no weight. 
That his Majesty had certainly a right to chuse his servants, 
but for one of those servants to forerun the King's preroga- 
tive, and say before their Lordships, who his Majesty would 
or would not employ, was at once indecent and unparliamen-. 
tary. 

His Grace bid the noble Earl remember, that he had but a 

few days since said, that he would give their Lordships every 

instruction and official paper relative to Mr. Burgoyne, as 

soon as that officer should arrive, and the time for enquiry 

J was ripe enough. How could the noble Earl keep his pro- 

loinise if the present motion was carried ? Was it not a scanda- 

tl Jous trick, a mere device to save his word, and yet avoid 

it the enquiry, an enquiry of infinite importance to the nation; 

a;Iit>^was, to advert to the phrase he had in the prior debate 

s!ii;|iibpted,. mere jockeyship : a piece of parliamentary jockey- 

" E:v» ' Having with great severity animadverted on this part of the 
rn^'Eail of Suffolk's speech, his Grace arraigned the cabinet as 
ta'jimaterialJy inadequate to the purpose of planning, or under- 
r.iitkkiwg such a war as the present, because there was not one 
to liilitary man in tiie council. The want of a military head 
tli^tov fchat body, his Grace said, had been apparent throughout 
soithe^Whole business, and it was madness to pursue it, unless 
v.Msdme officer of experience was admitted into the council, and 

\femi!H make himself answerable for the consequences. 
n:' -With regard to what the noble Marquis had thrown out 
*r.^;te.Utave to the other House being adjourned, were the mem- 
bi?i s of that assembly to guide the conduct of their Lordships ? 

Were 
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Were they to become the — he had almost said— the school- 
roasters of that House ? He hoped their Lordships saw their 
own importance too properly, and felt for their dignity too 
much, to look for example further than as their consciences 
•directed. 

The noble Marquis had laid a stress on General Bur- 
goyne's coming home charged with some treaty, the Duke 
remarked, that if what the Gazette and the newspapers had 
said was true, respecting that officer's publications in Ame- 
rica, he did not imagine the Americans would be much in- 
clined to treat with him, or hold friendly parley with a man 
who had in such extravagant terms threatened death and de- 
solation to all who opposed him. 

His Grace mentioned the articles of capitulation having 
been published, and after dwelling for some time on their 
tendency, questioned the Lords in office pretty closely as to 
what they meant by proper terms of conciliation, and when 
they considered it a proper time to offer these terms, if the 
present moment was not that time. His Grace went over the 
ground of the old endeavour to treat on Staten Island, when 
the three commissioners from the Congress insisted on their 
being considered as the deputies of independent states as a 
preliminary, and in consequence of that prclii^iinary beinc; 
refused, the whole attempt to treat proved abortive. His 
Grace asked their Lordships if the thirteen colonics ^\ ere not 
at this instant independent states, urged the standiiig out 
against that title as a ridiculous and dangerous punciilio, giv- 
ing it as his opinion that no terms whatever would be ac- 
cepted by America, unless her independency was made the 
ground. work of the treaty. 

As to the advice most worthy of the attention of the throne. 
It was reducible to the following alternative. Were it better 
that the King should still be advised by those who had hither- 
to sogrosly deceived him, or by the lords in parliament, from 
whom he might hear the truth ^ Those who contended that 
the same sort of advice should continue to influence the so- 
vereign, contended in reality that error should prevail. The 
cabinet counsellors had evinced their insufficiency in various 
instances. A supply of wisdom was wanting. And should 
any minister in that House dare to point out any Lord whose 
advice his Majesty will not receive ? The n:inister was guilty 
of the greatest presumption for holding such a language. 
Would he venture to suggest that he had advised his Majesty 
to reject the counsel of any noble Lord? the minister could 
not venture this. It would be a* species of effrontery for 

which 
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which he should be called to an account. If then it would be 
an insult to Parliament to proscribe the advice of any noble 
Lord, who so proper to give advice in this critical con- 
juncture of affairs^ as the illustrious Earl, who had already 
been the saviour of his country, and who had illuminated 
the political hemisphere with the rays of England's glory. 

As to the state of the nation, the Lords would in time be 
possessed of the papers necessary to discover it. Thus much 
only was applicable to the present purpose. The militia af- 
forded but a weak defence ; and as to the handsome oflfer 
which had been boasted of by one of the ministers, it would 
prove only a broken reed in the hour of extremity. On the 
sharp point of hope, confidence would expire. To what had 
the independent companies formerly raised by noblemen a- 
mounted ? To only ten battalions, about /GOO men. They 
were raised when the general arder of the people was at the 
highest, when men were unanimous in their opinions. Was 
this the case at present ? Let the expedient be tried in order to 
discover the multiplicity of dissentient voices. 

But admitting that we could raise 7000men, such a num- 
ber would not be adequate to our losses. Prom 55,000 men> 
the army in America had been reduced to 25,000. A most 
calamitous reduction! and such as would require more hand- 
some offers than any which government would receive to re- 
instate the loss. 

Terms of accommodation had been hinted as necessary to 
be offered at a proper season. Of what nature were the 
terms ? and when was the proper season ? The noble Lord in • 
office [Suffolk] had affected a shew of candour. Why did 
not his actions and his words agree ? Why did he not speak 
out as a man ? He had disclaimed the idea of screening him- 
self behind Parliament ; it was equally mean to screen him- 
self behind the veil of Jesuitical secrecy. The noble Lord had 
talked in an high strain of bombast about the mighty supre- 
macy and the fundamental rights of this country. The hour 
of defeat was not the time for such language. The question 
was not what we wished to do in the spirit of conquest ; but 
what we were able to do by an exertion of strength. Could 
we conquer America ? We could not. We had failed most 
miserably in the attempt. To talk therefore of a proper sea- 
son, now was the time, before we experienced greater cala- 
Tiiiii: :>. Wc h.ul [ormcrly claimed supremacy over Scotland 
hy as vwlid a ri^-ht of conquest as that by wiiich wc claimed 
su prcDiacy over Ainci ica ; yet this chimerical claim had been 
TUiiou had taken place. If we would treat 

with 
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^ith America, we could do it only by waving all claims of 
supremacy^ by giving up what in the high-flown spirit of 
Quixotism ministers had termed the fundamental rights of 
this country ; we must treat with the colonies as independent. 
A fcederal union with Amierica was the utmost that could be 
expected. Before we could regain America we must re- 
conquer it. The fate of Mr. Burgoyne had evinced the tolly 
of attempting a conquest. If conquest were impracticable, 
the independence of America had been already secured. Was 
thei^ any one of the ministers who v/ouid say, that America 
was at this moment in a dependent state ? As soon as the 
colonies had been declared to be out of the peace of the King, 
they had formed a plan of government. Protection being 
denied, the la\Y of self-preservation became the rule of duty ; 
a mode of government founded on the principles of self-pre- 
servation took place, and continued in efficacy ever since; the 
colonies at this moment were independent ; we must bring 
them back by conquest to a dependent state. That measure 
we had already tried, and it liad been found to be ini practi- 
cable. The only measure that remained was to negotiate a 
peace with America on these terms; admitting her indepen- 
dence, and forming such an alliance, or foederal union, as 
would be for the mutual interests of both countries. 

Loid ff^eymouih replied tothe noble Duke who spoke last, 
and endeavoured to justify the noble Earl respecting what he 
had said about the opinions of the Lords who opposed the mo- 
tion, which the Duke had applied as if the Earl had meant to 
say, that his Majesty would not ask the opinion of those 
Lords in general who were against the motion, and, in particu- 
lar, the opinion of the noble Earl [Lord Chatham J would not 
be asked. The Viscount declared he understood the noble 
Lord very differently, and that he was sure no particular ap- 
plication of his words was meant when he uttered them. 

In answer to what the noble Duke had declared respecting 
.General Burgoyne s misfortune, and the articles of capitula- 
tion; with regard to the former, his Lordship s- id l:e wdS 
heartily sorry he was forced to believe it, although a proper 
state of that affair had not reached governn^ent ; with regard 
to the latter, he had indeed seen them in the newspaper, but 
would the noble Duke think their Lordships warranted in 
proceeding to adopt any measure of importaiice upon so slight 
a ground as newspaper authority ? He conceived they would 
be of a different opinion ; that they would join with hiir. in 
holding it incumbent on that House to have the best informa- 
tion, and the best grounds for its conduct. 

Some 
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Some of the noble Lords who had spoken in the debate 
had condemned the adjournment— all the Lords, howevQc, 
who had been anxious for an enquiry into the state of theiia* 
tion, werenot, he observed, of tlie same opinion ; a noble and 
learned Lord [Lord Camden] whose sentiments were always 
ably delivered, and much attended to, and a noble Duke 
[Duke of Grafton] who had offered some of the motions for 
the various papers to be laid before the House on the 2d of 
February, had adjourned themselves before the. present day. 
The Viscount concluded with declaring that his voice and 
heart were both for peace, as soon as it could be made on 
terms which would neither insult the honour, nor injure the 
interests of the nation. 

Earl of Shelburne replied to the noble Earl in office [Lord 
Suffolk] and reprehended him in strong terms for his presdmp* 
tion (his word) in saying, that the King would never call to 
his counsels those who opposed the measures now carrying on 
against T^merica, or those who differed from his present ser- 
vants. He contended, this was not a language befitting the 
mouth 01 any minister, or any man, be his situation ever so 
high. The constitution reprobated the idea ; i^ was saying, 
in so many words, that the most able and honest men iVcrc 
not to be employed and trusted with the executive -poWer, 
though contrary to the sense and interests of the nation. This 
government was a popular government, and in some, and 
many situations, left the option with the nation at large* 
He could not therefore conceive how the noble Earl could 
pretend to controul public opinion, so far as to predict what 
persons were or were not proper to or would be employed. 
Such language was indecent, unparliamentary, unjustifiable 
and unconstitutional. The public were deeply interested 
in the choice of ministers ; their dearest interests, their ve- 
ry existence, was, and must ever be, as long as the pre^nt 
constitution lasts, committed to their charge. They ought 
to know whom they employ ; they ought to be satisfied 
of tlicir ability and integrity ; and if they should be found 
wanting in both or cither, I trust, said his Lordship, they 
will exercise their inherent right, that of ministei'ial 
election. The public, in and out ot Parliament, are War- 
ranted in insisting, that weak or wicked men shall not' be 
employed. The jyescnt administration come under that de- 
scription ; they are ignorant, inconsistent, sanguinary, and 
every way incapable and unfit for their stations ; and shall 
these very men, full of blind confidence and temerity, '^ot 

only 
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only wish to ruin the nation^ but in such independent terms 
answer for. their sovereign, and impute sentiments to him to- 
tally unbecoming his station^ and directly repugnant to the 
duty the constitution has prescribed to him ? 

His Lordship then entered into a view of the absurd con- 
duct of the war. General Howe is sent into the Jerseys to 
look Mr, Washington in the face, and then turn his back 
upon him. Mn Burgoyne is directed to march to New- 
York, or to effect a junction with Mr. Howe. Mr. Howe 
goes aboard his ships, and after beating to the southward, gets 
on the other side of Philadelphia. In the mean time Mr. 
Burgoyne is surrounded by the Provincials, and applies for 
succour to General Clinton. Mr. Clinton is in the very act 
of complying with the request, when he receives an order 
from Mr. Howe, for a reinforcement of 4000 men, to de- 
fend himself in his redoubts, in the neighbourhood of Phila- 
delphia. What is the effect of this ? Burgoyne is sur- 
rounded,, and taken prisoner, with his whole army. Clinton 
is weakened so much as probably to share the same fate, or at 
- least the detachment from his army under the command of 
General Vaughan is. New- York and Rhode-Island of course 
become in the most imminent danger ; and the Provincials, 
on every side victorious, flock to the standard of Mr. Wash- 
ington, who, by the aid of this additional force, either takes 
Mr. H®wc and his army prisoners, or compels them to go 
aboard their vessels, and take shelter in New-York or Great 
Britain. This, my Lords, is the general state of our military 
situation, according to the latest accounts ; and such is it in 
my opinion, that if I do not hear full and sufficient reasons for 
this extraordinary conduct, that I protest 1 think Mr. Howe 
would deserve to be broughthome in chains. His Lordship 
proved, in the strongest terms, the bad conduct of the war ; the 
fatal consequences of which had even already been of such 4 
nature, that the nation ought to have justice by s^ public trial 
and execution of the party really blame^^ble ; adding, that if 
the minister could make it appear, that General Howe an4 
General Clinton disobeyed orders, they ought instantly both 
be put in irons, and sent home to be tried for their lives ; if, 
on the other hand, it turned out to be the fault of the mini, 
ster, that minister should be forthwith seized, tried and exe-* . 
cuted ; indeed nothing ought to be held a palliation of his 
guilt, or soften the severity of his punishment,, but a frank 
and full declaration who it was advised him to take a part, or 
recommended him to the service of his sovereigji at such 4 

critical 
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critical juncture, and of such importance to his country, of 
which he was so ill qualified to discharge the duties. 

He wished not more than any of his colleagues in opposi- 
tion, to obtrude himself into office. The man who would 
enter unsolicited into the service of a person, deserved to have 
his offers treated with contempt. 

Tfiere was one very material reason why Parliament should 
not be adjourned. It was this; Parliament, by attending to 
the. measures, could easily discover the incapacity of the mi- 
nisters. The surrender of General Burgoyne, and the conse- 
quent disgrace of the British arms, was a fact which it wasinot 
in the power of sophistry to explain away. Almost 6000 
men had been reduced to the necessity of laying down their 
arms. The whole of the British northern army had thus 
surrendered prisoners, and some generals of the Provincial 
militia had escorted them to Boston. Some very respectable 
characters, who came over in the Warwick, had proved the 
truth otthis catastrophe. A letter had been received from 
General Fraser, which containedthis expression ; * lam not 
on a bed of roses, yet I care not for my own person," Some 
of the most respectable officers had foreseen the calamity 
which would happen to General Burgoyne ; they had remon- 
strated to him ; but, re<?ardless of their remonstrances, he had 
rushed on, and had met with his fate. 

How was this obstinate pursuit of a very desperate project 
to be accounted for ? On this principle — the orders to .Mr. 
Burgoyne were positive ; he was to push through at any rate. 
The orders to General Howe, and those to Mr. Clinton, were 
not positive, but discretionary. The consequences had beeii 
such as might be expected. Generaiyaughan had undertaken 
an expedition in which it was vei^}*^robable that he would 
share the same fate with Mr. Burgoyne. Should a worse be- 
fal him, he was not to be pitied. The man who had most in- 
humanly reduced the town of -/Esopus to ashes, because it 
was, in his estimation, inhabited by a nest of villains, should 
be smitten for his cruelty by the scourge of justice. 

As to the state of the garrisons in America, General 
Carleton had only three regiments at*Qjiebec. The last ad- 
vices from Ticonderoga mention the deplorable sickness 
which prevailed Amongst the troops. .. - 

What had been the situation of the affairs ? Had. the 
smallest degree of unanimity prevailed amongst the officers' 
Very far from it. Mr. Clinton had been jealous of General 
Burgoyne ; General Howe had not placed much confidencein 

Mr. 
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Mr. Clinton ; and General Carlcton had shewn the utmost 
indiiFerence for all those gentlemen. Xenophon ascribes the 
success of his retreat with th^ ten thousand, to the unanimity 
which prevailed throughout the army, and to the profound de- 
ference which the officers and soldiers paid to each other. 
The opposite to this had been the case in America. 

As to terms of conciliation, in treating with the colonies 
for peace, the object of independence, like the preamble to a 
statute, should not be mentioned until the body of conditions 
were adjusted. One good might result from the evil of de- ' 
.feat; had America not been fo successful, she would have 
been entirely thrown into the arms of France; she would 
have been the property of our enemies, rather than she would 
have submitted to our tyranny. 

. The faint glimmering of hope still remained. Were we 
wise, the feeble ray should conduct us, as the star directed the 
Magi of the East, to the dwellings of peace. Should war be 
still our object, it would be infinitely more conducive even to 
the, pursuit of that measure, for General Howe to treat Ge- 
neral Washington, as he did in the Jerseys, to look at him, 
and return to winter quarters in New-York. 

To suppose that America would ever negotiafe with those 
in whose sincerity she could not confide, were to imagine a 
very vain thing. The negotiating talents of the present mi- 
nisters had been already tried. The first proposition of the 
noble Lord [North] in the other House, had only subjected 
him to the pity of his friends, and to the ridicule of his ene- 
mies. The project for the eight-one-half per cent, revenue 
from Nova Scotia, had been laughed at by every custom- 
house officer in the British dominions. The powers with 
which the famous commissioners had been entrusted, extend- 
ing no further than to grant pardons, and receive submissions, 
had been scouted by the Americans. Such proofs had the. 
ministers given of the super-excellency of their negotiating 
talents. 

Had their conduct of the war been marked with the trait of 
wisdom ? Let the expedition of Mr. Burgoyne answer that 
question. It had been projected by the rashness of folly, and 
it had been attempted to be executed in the madness of despair. 
The overthrow of Mr. Burgoyne was a national misfortune 
of so' great a maguitude, that it was very astonishing the in- 
dignation of the people had not been n^uzed. A disaster of 
not half so much consequence bed thrown Spain into confu- 
sion. When General O'Reilly failed in tlie expedition against 

the 



128 PARLIAMENTARY A..i177^ 

the Algerincs^, be was recalled with indignity ; nor could the 
populace of Madrid be restrained from violence on the occa« 
sion. The people of this country were not of such com- 
plexional warmth as those of Spain ; the loss of an army of 
6000 men was a trifling calamity which hardly occasioned a 
rumour in our streets. The good sense of the public had been 
boasted by the ministers, as affording support to their mea- 
sures. How many delusive arts had been practised to impose 
on the good sense of the nation .' yet the day of enquiry would 
come. These convenient adjournments of Parliament were 
so many presages that it was n^ar at hand. Ministers could 
not meet the force of their opponents objections; talk to 
them about the truth, and, like Pilate, they waved the que- 
stion, and adjourned the Court. This was treating Parlia- 
ment as a mere engine of state ; as necessary only for the re- 
gistry of edicts. When England submitted to this, her li- 
berty would be lost. The liberty of a free people existed no 
longer, than whilst the poorest man in the community, could 
demand redress of the first minister in the country ; and this 
as a matter of right. 

The House divided. 

Contents 47. 

Non-Contents ]7. 

Adjourned to January 20, 1/78. 



[On the 20th 5/ January 1778, the Earl of Suffolk laid 
before the House a great Number of Papers^ consisiing of Re^. 
turns, of the Armies in America j Letters^ ^c.from ihe Com^ 
manders in Chief. The whole of the Papers^ the Reader will 
find in the Ccmmons Debates of this Session.} 
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January 20. 
The fallowing papers were not laid before the House of 
C(»nmons : 

By the Commissioners for taking care of Sick and Hurt 
Seamen. 

Regulations which are to be observe^ by the Prisoners. 

. 1 . GOOD order in all respects is to be observed by them, 
and the directions of the keeper and agent are to be obeyed 
without murmuring, or endeavouring to raise any discontent 
or mutiny among the prisoners ; much less is any prisoner 
to dare to offer any menace or insult, by word or action, to 
the keeper and agent, or any acting under him, upon pain 
of being put into closer confinement and upon half allow- 
ance of provisioii, or such other punishment as the case may 
deserve; and they are hereby informed, that no person has a 
right to beat or in any manner ill-treat them, or will be suf- 
fered to do it with impunity. 

2. As orders are given for their being regularly mustered, 
it>is expected that each prisoner shall readily answer to his 
name, as often as is required ; if any one should wilfully ne* 
gleet doing it, the agent has orders to put him upon half al- 
lowance of provisions for three days. 

3. If the prison is damaged by the prisoners, the expence 
of repairing it will be made good to the Crown, by stopping 
half the accustomed allowanceof provisions from all the prri- 
soners, if they refuse to declare the names of the particular 
persons who did the ^amage; but, upon their giving in the 
names of those persons to the agent, the delinquents alone 
will then be subsisted with half allowance till !the said ex- 
pence is made good, and such prisoners will also be put into 
closer confinement than usual. 

4. If any prisoner should be taken in attempting to escape, 
or after having escaped from the prison, he will be put into 
stricter confinement, and upon hsjf allowance of provisions 
for forty days, or as the case may deserve. 

5. As water and tubs for washing their linen and cloaths 
will be allowed, the prisoners are advised to keep their per- 
sons as clean as possible, it being very conducive to good 
health. 

6. The prisoners are not to fight or quarrel among them- 
selves, or to raise sny disturbance in the prison, on pain of 

Vol- IX. K being 
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being ^put into close confinement, and upon halt allowance 
of provisions, for so long as it shall b^ judged upon repre< 
sentation to us their offences may deserve. 

7. The prisoners are expected by turns to sweep and clean 
the prison and the prison-yard, for which purpose brooms 
and scrapers will be provided and delivered to them by the 
turnkey ; those who refuse will be put upon half allowance 
for three days, and till they submit to assist their fellow-pri- 
soners in what is so necessary for the good of the whole. 

8. The prisoners will be indulged, between the hours of 
nine and two o'clock in the day-time, to purchase at ant>pen 
market, at the gate, such articles of fruit or other refresh- 
ments as they may choose, or any articles of cloathing they 
may be able to purchase with ready -moneys; or they may 
inform the keeper and agent of such articles of cloathing as 
they may stand in need "of, and have money to pay for, and 
he will take measures for their being supplied with them, and 
for thicir not being imposed upon ; but whoever shall by this 
means attempt to procure spirituous liquors, or other things 
improper for prisoners to have, or to deliver or receive any 
letters unexamined by the agent, will be put upon half al- 
lowance, and punished by confinement likewise, as the abuse 
of the indulgence may deserve. 

g. The prisoners are ordered to be victualled according to 
the subjoined scheme. 

10. For the better satisfaction of the prisoners, and as a 
means to prevent groundless clamour, the prisoners are to be 
permitted to choose two of their body, and to change them as 
they like, to attend every day at the receipt and weighing, 
and to continue in the cook-room, during the dressing and 
issuing of the provisions, to see that they are good in quality, 
and the proportions according fo the scheme of diet ; and if 
any just cause of cornplaint of any sort arises, they are in a 
becoming manner to make it known to the keeper and agent, 
whose duty it is to redress it as soon as possible, and if it is 
neglected, the prisoners may write to us ; but whoever un- 
dtT this pretext shall make unjust complaints, will be punish- 
ed by being put upon half allowance, and in closer confine- 
ment, as the case may deserve. 

1 1 . As the prisoners are ordered to be victualled in messes^ 
if it shall at any time appear, that notwithstanding one or 
more of any particular mess shall have escaped, the remainder 
has received the full allowance for the whole, by which 
means the escape may be concealed, and an undue issue'of 

provisions 
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provisions made^ the dffenders^ upon discovery^ will be put 

upon lialf allowance for forty days. 

12. If any of the prisoners, should purloin or wilfully de- 
.stroy their hammocks^ bedding, hospital-dresses, or any 

cloathing furnished those in want, they will, upon discovery, 
. be put upon half allowance till the first cost of such articles 

is made good to the Crown. 



Scheme of VictualUng for Prisoners in Health. 
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N. B. The beer is brewed with eight bushels of malt to 
seven barrels. 

The bread for the prisoners in health is made from flour 
of 7s. 6d. that for the sick of iQs. 6d. 

Regulations for issuing Coals and Candles, viz. 

Officers Guard-Room. 
Coals, one bushel a day, from 1st of October to 3 1st May. 
Candles, for the Summer six months, l lb per week, 
Winter six months, l-Jlb. per ditto. 
Guard-Room for Private Men. 
Coals, one bushel a day from 1st October to 3 1st May. 
Candles for the Summer six nionths, ijlb. per week. 
Winter six months, 2ilb. per ditto. 
Agent's Office. 
Coals and candles, the same as allowed to the steward and 
agent at the royal hospital at Haslar. 
Turnkeys. 
Coals aijd candles to be regulated by the quantities furnished 
the porters at the royal hospital* 
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Dispensary. 
Coals and candles, agreeably to the board's directions. 

A Scheme of Diet for the Prisoners in the sick Apartments^ 

1. Low diet Water gruel, panada, rice gruel, milk pot- 
tage or broth, eight ounces of bread (and if butter is or- 
dered, two ounces.) For drink, toast and water, ptisan or • 
white decoction. 

2. Half diet For breakfast, milk pottage; for dinner, 

half a pound of mutton, some light bread pudding, or in 
lieu of it some greens, a pint of broth, a pound of bread, 
three pints of small beer. 

3. Full diet Breakfast as above; for dinner one pound 

of meat, one pint of broth, one pound of bread, two quarts 
of small beer : supper in the two last mentioned diets to be 
of the broth left at dinner, or, if thought necessary, to be 
of milk pottage, 

Rice milk, orange whey, orange and lemon water, tamarind 
whey, vinegar whey, balm and sage tea, to be discretion* 
ally ordered by the surgeon. 

The titles of the papers were read, and the House adjourn- 
ed to January 23. 



January 23. 

Earl of Abingdon. Having a motion of very great conse- 
quence and importance to make to this House, I think it 
necessary to apprize y©ur Lordships of it. 

I am greatly alarmed at the spirit that has gone abroad, and 
at the countenance given to that spirit, of raising, out of the 
medium of Parliament, armies in Great Britain, by personal 
interest and private subscriptions. 

It is therefore my intention, in the course of a few days, 
to move, That a day be appointed for summoning the judges 
to attend this House, in order that their opinions may be 
taken upon this matter. 

At present 1 conceive it, my Lords, to be not only re- 
pugnant to the principles of the constitution, but expressly 
against the letter of the law. Perhaps I am mistaken ; if I 
am, and this mode of arming the nation be right, I too will. 
exert my interest for the purpose of raising a regiment i not, 

my 
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my Lords, to go to America5 to be hazarded^ perhaps devoted, 
but to remain in England^. to assist in protecting our liberties. 

If I am not mistaken, I shall trust that these violent mea- 
sures will be immediately suppressed. 

After some conversation relative to what day the Judges 
should be summoned for their opinion, Tuesday next was 
agreed to- 

The Duke of Richmond stated a complaint against the pro- 
per officer not laying before the House, according to tlie ad- 
dress presented to his Majesty before the recess, the several 
papers relative to the army, moved for and intended to be 
taken into consideration in a committee on the state of the 
nation, Feb. 2. He said, he had been examining the official 
papers laid on the table, in compliance with the addresses to 
his Majesty from that House ; and that he discovered several 
of them had been omitted, copies of which had been deliver- 
ed in at the House of Commons ; .and that in order to have a 
view of them papers, he was obliged ta have recourse to the 
Clerk of the other House, who favoured him with a sight of 
them ; and further, that they were presented by the proper 
officer [Lord Barrington] the very first day the House met 
after the adjournment. He said there must be a neglect in 
the officer whose business it was to produce those papers. 
[Desired by Lord Denbigh to point his complaint specifically 
at the particular officer who had been guilty of the neglect. J 
His Grace proceeded to observe, that, in the return laid before 
the other House, Lord Barrington's name appeared at the 
bottom, of course it seemed to be his fauk. [Desired by 
Lord Denbigh, if he meant to make it a breach of privilege, 
to frame his complaint accordingly.] His Grace said, the 
papers should have been sent in before that ; the time was ha- 
stening when the state of the nation was going to be inquired 
into, which was a business of the first importance ; that he 
had missed these papers, as soon as he perused the other on the 
table; but that he had now waited four days in expectation 
that the address of that House would in the mean time have 
been complied with : now finding his hopes were in vain, he 
begged some noble Lord^ a friend to administration, for he saw 
none of that description present, would rise and give assurance 
that the omission would be rectified, otherwise it would be- 
come the House to enforce their own order, and call the of- 
ficer or officers, in whose department it lay, to the bar, to 
explain the motives for so improper and disrespectful a con- 
duct. 

K 3 The 
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The Bishop of Landqff [Lord Barrlngton's brother] said 
the noble Duke should be very careful to be sufficiently in* 
formed, before he brought a public accusation against any 
man ; and when he did, to be fully able to prove it. It did 
not appear that the noble Lord alluded to had received any 
orders from that House, or was officially before it : he there- 
fore hoped the noble Duke would perceive the impropriety of 
passing a censure, without having in his power to shew it was 
well founded. The right reverend prelate then moved. That 
the order might be read, which being accordingly read, he 
observed, that the motion was for an address, not an order to 
any official board. 

The Duke of Richmond, in reply, disclaimed any such in- 
tention ; said what he had done, so far as related to mention- 
ing Lord Barrington's name, was merely through the sugges- 
tions of the noble Lord near him (.Lprd Denbigh], that he 
well new the noble Earl's good disposition towards admini- 
stration ; and that of course he could not suspect he was in- 
formal in his complaint, when directed by the noble Earl. 

He observed, that the contempt shewn to the House was 
very extraordinary j that it was indeed very strange, that not 
a noble Lord in office was present who could inform him that 
the present mistake could not have happened, if he had not 
been over-ruled by a noble Lord in office, now absent from 
his place [Lord Suffolk], who, instead of complying with 
his motion in the terms it was moved, which was, that the 
proper officer, &c. do lay before this House, contended that 
the papers should be moved for by way of address to his Ma- 
jesty, which in fact prevented the censure from being properly 
directed, till it was known where the fault lay. He added;- 
that this neglect might be of very bad consequence, as it 
would be impossible for their Lordships to be sufficiently in- 
formed to enter into the state of the nation, unless the desired 
papers were before them long enough to consider and digest 
them. 

The Duke of Grafton observed, that, by the correfpoh- 
dence on the table, relative to what had been transacted under, 
the powers of the capture act, (l6th of George III.) and 
the commission issued under that act, granting certain powers 
to Lord and Cieneral Howe, as commissioners to carry its 
provisions ii)to execution, nothing appeared which answer- 
ed the intentions of his motion before the recess ; that he 
had a letter in his hand, the answer to which was essential in 
the highest degree to the proposed enquiry, in a committee 
5 on 
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on the statQ of the nation, which was omitted in the other 
papers now before the House. He well recollected, that no 
papers which might be the means of revealing secrets relative 
to private negotiation, hints, or advances made on either 
side, were sought by his motion ; but the answer to the let- 
ter he wished to be submitted to their Lordships, was one 
written by Lord and Gen. Howe, dated the 30th of Novejn- 
ber, and recjjiyed the 30lh of December 177^« The effect, 
one way or other, of the letter, was long since over ; affairs 
had entirely changed; the pretensions on either side were 
totally altered ; he therefore hoped^ as it could not be pro- 
ductive of any inconvenience with respect to America, that 
the noble Earl in office (^Loril Suffolk, who now came in J 
would comply. 

Earl of Suffolk reminded the noble Duke, generally, of 
the implied terms of acceding to his motion before the recess : 
said it was impossible to know what his Grace's motion 
might lead to ; and that motion* which involved in them 
■ questions of consequence, should never be hastily made, nor 
urged, without previous notice. 

The Duke of Richmond observed^ the pressing exigencies 
of the times would not admit of the formalities usual in more 
peaceable seasons; that he hoped he would not hear any more 
of previous communications till the state of the nation was 
taken into consideration ; for, until that day arrived, he was 
determined, and wished to be so understood, that every day 
^as to be a day of business. 

The Duke of Grafton moved to have Lord and General 
Howe's letter of the 30th of Nov. read, the answer to which, 
from hence, was the paper sought by him. 

Lord Suffolk objected to the reading of it, but the letter 
was read. 

The Earl of Suffolk then rose, and assured the House that 
he would oppose granting a copy of the letter which was writ- 
ten in answer to this. 

The Duke of Richmond complained of the defectiveness of 
the papers ; particularly, the returns of the foreign troops, and 
many other matters, he said, besides, were totally omitted.' 

Lord Weymouth replied, that the foreign returns had not 
come into his office, but such of the papers as lay in the of- 
fice of the secretary of state, he was certain were now on the 
table. He desired the noble Duke to point out the omissions, 
because if he did not, he would not know how to give the 
necessary directions to enforce the order. 

K4 The 
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The Duke of Richmond ^lA now was not the time, it would 
be first proper to examine and consider the papers maturely : 
fcut if there was no other objection, their Lordships' visible 
impatience to get home to dinner was with him a sufficient 
motive to defer the examination^ to another day. Adjourned 
to January 26. 

January 26. 
• The Duke of Richmond observed, that several of the ac- 
counts moved for before the Christmas receiss, .relative to the 
actual state of the army in Great .Britain, Ireland, and Ame- 
rica, particularly the latter, were defective : that blanks 
were left in many places which should have been filled up, 
and were occasioned by mere neglect or absolute design; that 
he would not undertake to say it was the fault of the proper 
officer, for where the defects were most glaring, perhaps it 
was not in the officer's power to remedy those defects. The 
matter to which he directly pointed, was the total omissfoQt 
of the returns of those who by death, captivity, wounds^ 
desertion, or sickness, were wanting of the foreigners serying 
in our army. His Grace wished to be understood, as not 
charging any direct blame on the noble Viscount who pre- 
sented them. He was satisfied that the noble Lord meant to 
be accurate ; the omissions resulted from causes which it wa» 
not inr his Lordship's power to remedy in the ordinary course 
of business. He had himself been at the War-office, and 
found that the defects did not originate there ; but if in the 
common course of business what he sought could not be ob- 
tained, it was well known that Sir George Osborne Muster- 
Master General of the foreign troops, was arrived in this 
kingdom within few days; therefore, though the common 
office-forms would not admit of filling up the chasms in the 
accounts, an application to that gentleman would immediate- 
ly draw forth the information he wanted. Every Lord pre- 
sent was fully acquainted with the objiects wished to be at- 
tained by his motions ; the House had already given its full* 
sanction to their propriety ? if, therefore, the ends of this 
motion were not complied with, it was plain the wish of the 
House would be defeated. On this clear ground he hoped 
the House would vSo far recognize their own act, as. to agree 
with him, ihat every thing necessary to satisfy that wish 
ought to be sought and had. He had no intention of embar- 
rassing Administration in what he was about to propose; he 
souifnt for what was within the ability of Administration to 
grant ; one thing, however, might still be defective on his 

part; 
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part ; that was the mode adopted by him for calling forth the 
infonnation he desired. To remedy that, he would move for 
the papers in a different manner, though meant substantially 
to answer the same end. His Grace then acquainted the 
House^ that he would move for an account of all the embark- 
ations made from Great Britain and Ireland, with the num- 
ber of land forces destined for America, to be laid before that 
House. This, his Grace observed, would give the total of 
the natives and foreigners actually sent to America. He follow- 
ed this with stating another motion, respecting the recruits 
sent from time to time, both commencing the 1st of August 
1774, and ending with the last monthly returns. Compar- 
ing the totals of these accounts with the latest returns of those 
in actual service, the difference would precisely give him the 
information he desired; that is to say, it would give the ex- 
act number deficient or lost, by death, wounds, captivity, 
sickness, or desertion. To put it still further beyond any 
doubt, he would move, ** That an account be laid before 
.'that House, of the greatest number of troops, foreigners and 
natives, serving respectively in America, in the years ^77-^9 
^77^9 ^77^9 and ^777, as well as those troops actually in 
that country on the 1st of August 1774." 

'LoxAlFeymouth said he did not know what conclusions the 
noble Duke meant to draw from the information now moved 
for. All he could answer was, that as far as he was concern- 
ed, he had done all in his power to comply with the terms of 
the several motions made by his Grace. If the defectiveness 
of the accounts were such as have been stated by the noble 
Duke, he could not say in what manner they could be reme- 
died ; but this he was certain of, that he was ready and 
willing to co-operate with the noble Duke's intentions, and 
the sense of the House. If the foreign returns were not made, 
or if any other defect appeared, it could not be imputed to 
any neglect in his office ; consequently, he was ready to ac- 
cede to any proposition which might promise to draw forth 
the information desired. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that it was not now in the 
contemplation of the House what were the conclusions meant 
to be drawn from the facts which he wished to submit to their 
Lordships. The House had called for the information, and 
that was enough in the present state X)f the question. His 
Grace again repeated the circumstance relative to Sir George 
Osborne's being Muster-Master- General of the foreign 
troops 5 and said, that gentleman most probably had it in iiis 

powerj 
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power, though perhaps not in an official or minute manner, 
to give an account of the losses by death, captivity, wounds,' 
sickness, or desertion, of the corps, which were supposed, by 
the last returns, to be immediately under his inspection. His 
Grace then made his several motions, which were agreed to 
without a division. 

January 27- 

The Duke of Grafton rose and moved, '* That an humlile 
address be presented to his Majesty, that he will be gracious- 
ly pleased to give directions that there be laid before tha^ 
House a Copy of the Answer sent to the Commissioners for 
restoring Peace to his Majesty's Colonies in America, in con- 
sequence pf their Letter to Lord George Germaine, datied 
the 30th of Nov. '^77^9 excepting such part of the same An- 
swer as might affect the safety of any individual." 

The Duke maintained the propriety of his motion on-the 
contents of a letter on the table, from the commissioners 
Lord and General Howe, to Lord George, Germaine, dated^ 
New York, 30th of November 1777, and received the 30th 
of December same year. His Grace, after moving that the let- 
ter might be read, proceeded to expatiate on its contents, and 
pointed out the necessity of complying with hiis motion. Per- 
haps, said his Grace, if the answer had been such as would have 
encouraged the commissioners to have declared the province 
at the King's peace, and that the same had been followed by 
certain acts of grace, and favour, either by obtaining morq 
extensive powers from Parliament, or even from the appaient 
necessity of adopting healing measures, of exceeding the 
powers already granted, the fatal consequences whichi have 
happened would have never taken place. His motion was 
therefore directed to draw forth the answer to this lett(2r. The 
commissioners doubted their own powers, they still doubte4 
more as to the propriety of exercising what they already pos- 
sessed. They feared, that a strict but justifiable exercise of 
them would defeat the great objects of the act, which created 
the powers under which they acted, that of distressing the 
trade of America, and thereby compelling them to return to 
their duty. The conduct of ministers on this occasion he 
contended was what determined the fate of the subsequent 
measure ; if it was wise, prudent, and expedient, they could 
have no objection to submit the motives they acted upon to 
the consideration of the House ; if they refused it, then most 
certainly it was fair in argument and agreeable to reason to 
presume, that they were conscious of their own misconduct, 

and 
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and now wanted to avail themselves of their influence in that 
House to screen it from the public eye. From the question 
his Grace digressed into a short, view of the present state of 
public afiairs in general, which he looked upon to be ex- 
tremely hazardous and critical ; perhaps he was mistaken, and 
that he had been misled by a similar spirit of delusion to that 
which he charged on admiijistration ; perhaps his opinions 
relative to the existence of national calamities were imagina- 
ry ; perhaps public credit was not rapidly on the decline, 
the stocks were not falling, our enemies were not meditating 
some important blow against us, and we were not a divided, 
corrupt people. Be these things as they may, at all events, 
he recommended to their Lordships to get at information. 
It was our misfortune from the beginning to be debarred from 
all information. The matter now alluded to exhibited, in his 
opinion, one more fatal proof of it. And as the first effort 
to return into the right path, he conjured Parliament to insist 
on having information ; and assured ministers, if they acted 
right, that it was the only method of securing that public 
confidence they so loudly boasted being in the possession of. 
Earl of Suffolk begged their Lordships to recollect, that 
the paper desired by the noble Duke who made the motion, 
referred to the commissioners' conduct under an authority 
which still existed 5 that the commission was yet in force ; 
that the General and Admiral were at this moment acting un- 
der it; that it could not be warrantable to disclose, in the 
course of so important a business, the steps which had been 
taken, and which were yet in progress. When the motion of 
the Duke relative to the papers already before the House w^s 
made, previous to the recess, he had rose to declare, that, for 
one, he should object to any papers being produced which 
referred merely to correspondence ; that the paper in que- 
stion was not fit for public .perusal ; that the nature of it might 
easily be collected out of the letter to which it was a reply, 
and therefore he gave his negative to the motion. 

The Duke of Grafton declared that the noble Earl had not 
advanced one reasonable objection to the House having a sight 
of the reply to the commissioners' letter. He reminded their 
Lordships, that the act giving power to the commissioners 
had passed so long ago as December J yjQj and that they were 
now sitting in debate, January 1778, without having had one 
instance of the effect^ much more of the success of the com- 
mission laid before them by the King's servants . That now, 
when an opportunity offered of their getting at some know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the steps taken by government to produce that good 
from the commission which their Lordships had beenso confi« 
dently assured it would be the cause of, when they were per* 
suaded to give tlieir votes for it, they were precluded from a 
use of it, and were denied a sight of a paper particularly ne- 
cessary ; at the same time the King's servants had not a 
single argument to offer in justification of their with-holding 
it, that either riveted conviction, or had plausibility for its 
support. 

His Grace enlarged upon the ground of complaint^ the 
ministry's refusal, during the whole of the unhappy war in 
which we were involved, to afford Parliament the proper in- 
formation, and to let them know what steps were really taken 
for the restoration of peace to America, which had been so 
much the boast of the King's servants. The very letter which 
had been read at the table, the Duke declared, ought to have 
been produced to their Lordships at the time it was received: 
it might have suggested to the House, that the powers giyt*\ 
to the commissioners were inadequate to the purposes for which 
the commission was granted, and steps might then* have been 
taken to amend and rectify the defects. So far, however, 
were ministers from taking this prudent measure, that their 
Lordships were suffered to sit during the whole of a very long - 
session, without its being once hinted to them, that the com- 
missioners had themselves sent home word, that their commis- 
sion was ineffectual. An idea had gone abroad, horrid even 
to entertain a thought of, much more to mention in argu- 
ment, that it mattered not who were selected from the lowest 
dregs of the people ; whether they were the most unprinc;* 
pled and abandoned beings in existence, for that the King and 
his friends could carry on the war and govern the kingdom- 
This idea of the Duke, reprobated as one of the most alarming 
and dangerous that could be entertained among the people, 
and particularly injurious to the welfare of the nation, if the 
King's servants adopted it. His Grace ironically ran through 
a series of arguments, to prove that the war had been followed 
with no loss to the public, no injury to individuals ; that the 
stocks had ni)t sunk considerably, and that the national cre- 
dit was not in the least affected. The Duke, at length, con- 
cluded with solemnly urging their Lordships to remember, that 
the present was a most serious moment, and that upon the fate 
of tljc resolves of Parliament it now rested, whether we 
should have even the shadow of a constitution left; tlie 
name of Parliament, he said, had been borrowed to colour 

all 
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all those iniquitous measures to which alone were to be as- 
cribed the loss of America, and the dreadful loss of blood and 
money which had ensued in the fruitless and impolitic en- 
deavours of government to regain it. Parliament was held 
out as a skreen for bad men and bad measures ; the fact was. 
Parliament had sanctified much iniquity, without being in 
itself iniquitous : Parliament, however, was not to blame, as 
both had been deprived of every opportunity of seeing their 
^ay, and been deludcrd into an agreement with measures, 
which, had they known how matters really stood, they cer- 
tainly never would have consented to. 

Earl of Suffolk disclaimed the charge of the King's ser- 
vants having withheld information from Parliament : on the 
contrary, he declared, that whenever they had been applied 
to by either House for intelligence, and that intelligence was 
of a nature proper to be communicated, they had uniformly 
given it. He bid their Lordships recollect how readily they 
had in the present session granted every paper desired, ex- 
cept where there was some particular and fbrcible objection 
against such conduct. 

The Earl acknowledged that the present was certainly a 
inost calamitous and unhappy war, and he thence inferred, 
that it behoved the King s ministers, pending such a war, 
to be exceedingly careful respecting the communication of 
the steps taken to put an end to it, to the public ; that the 
noble Duke who made the motion, was, he trusted, perfect- 
ly aware of this circumstance. With regard to the idea of 
its not being a matter of moment who were the ministers, or 
from what low order of the people they were selected, the 
idea was altogether .new to him, and, he was sure, by no means 
applicable to those who now had the honour to serve the 
King. He had already assigned his reasons for not consent- 
ing to the paper in question being laid before the House, 
and it struck him that reading the letter of the 20th of Sep- 
tember would confirm their Lordships in his opinion. 

The Duke of Grafton repeated his arguments, that it was 
altogether unjustifiable to withhold the paper mentioned in 
his motion, and bid the ministers recollect that a day of en- 
quiry could not be avoided; that the necessity of affairs 
would force the people to demand it, and then those who now 
denied Parliament the information they desired, would pos^ 
sibly be inclined to lament their refusal, and to wish they 
had been more explicit. 

The 
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The Duke of Richmond said he agreed with the noble 
Duke who spoke last, that this was a most serious mom^ 
for Great Britain, so serious that all the powers of language, 
and all the force of ofatory, could not sufficiently describe 
its vast importance. His Grace, after explaining the ob- 
jects of the commission sent out, to be carried into execu- 
tion, and the intention of the prohibitory law, which created 
the powers under wliich the commissioners were to act, his 
Grace began the debate de novo. He said, the letter of the 
30th of November contained two important matter*. It in- 
formed administration, that a proclamation had been issued, 
under the faith of which great numbers submitted; and 
through the medium of their legal governor. General 
Tryon, desired to be restored to the King's peace. The 
commissioners further stated the situation of the colo&y to 
be such as not to admit of a compliance with this request ; 
because, if granted, it would defeat, by a partial restorittton 
of the former state of things, the great objects of the act, 
particularly that of prohibiting the commerce of the other 
colonies. Here then was the dilemma Lord and GenerJiI 
Howe found themselves in. They had issued a proclama- 
tion, offering certain .condition^ of pardon and protection; 
but when they were called upofi, they perceived an almost 
insurmountable obstacle in the way. What did they do ? 
They stated the particulars in the letter of the 30th of No- 
vember; they applied to administration for a direction wh^t 
to do. Then, said his Grace, what can be more worthy the 
attention of this House, than to learn the conduct of mini- 
sters, on so critical and important an occasion ^ The royal 
word was pledged in tlie pit)clamati()n, that the conditions 
contained in it shouldbe faithfully fulfilled. The royal word 
thus pledged was broken ; for neither then, nor to this hour, 
have the conditions been fulfilled. It was this uniform 
breach of faith, on our part, which first made America jea- 
lous and suspicious. The colonics could not trust to our 
assurances on any occasion; consequently, when they found 
that no grounds of accommodation were offered, and that 
even the preliminary offers of amity were falsified in the very 
instant they were made ; such as were not really compelled to 
submit, thought it in every respect much better to trust to . 
resistance, than accept of terms which experience had taught 
them were not meant to be kept. He said, lie did not mean 
to contend, that be the answer what it might, it would have 
been productive of a general pacification ; it might, or might 
not; but the point he contended was, that the royal word, 

the 
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the faith of Parliament, be the consequences what they might, 
ought to have been kept inviolate. He further observed, 
that he thought the argument raised by the noble Lord in 
high office, on the letter of the 20th of September, was 
somewhat extraordinary : it went to prove, that a subsequent 
transaction was to be governed by circumstances which had 
happened six weeks before. 

- Lord fFeymouth said, that if the paper which it pointed to 
was made public, he believed that the contents of it would 
not answer the expectations of the noble Duke, nor any of 
the Lords who had supported his motion. In reply to the 
reasoning of the last noble Duke, relative to the imputation 
of insincerity, and breach of faith, in not declaring the pro- 
vince at the King's peace, he believed, if his Grace would 
recollect the contents of the proclamation, he would disco- 
ver, that it held out no more than a granting of pardon, and 
a general amnesty for what had passed on a peaceable return 
of the inhabitants, under their several descriptions, to their 
dwellings. [Here he was told he was wrong by the Duke 
of Richmond, for that the restoration of their commerce was 
one of the conditions held out in the proclamation.] His 
Lordship said, allowing the fact to be true, it would never be 
understood that the submission of individuals would entitle 
the \yhole province to be at the King's peace. It was a gene- 
ral submission, not a partial one, which was to entitle the 
.province of New York, qr any other province, to the restora- 
tion of commerce.' Was that the case in the instance allu,d- 
ed to ? Did not the letter of the 30th of November state the 
direct contrary ? It stated, that a very small part of the pro- 
vince had submitted, and assigned that as* a reason why the 
whole was not declared at the peace of the King, and why ah 
immediate restoration of commerce was not the consequence 
of that partial submission. 

The Earl of Dartmouth insisted that it was the most forced 
construction he ever heard, which was now put on the terms 
of the proclamation. The act, the commission, and the in- 
structions, spoke a different language. Persons bearing arms ; 
others who had acted under usurped powers (the very phrase 
made use of in the proclamation), and several other descrip* 
tions of men, were desired»to return peaceably to" their dwell- 
ings ; and on such peaceable submission they were promised, 
• not only pardon and protection j but a restoration of their 
commerce, and all the other rights formerly enjoyed by themr 
This was the tenor and obvious sense of the proclamation. 

Couldy 
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Could, then, any noble Lord imagine, that unless the whole 
province, including those who had claimed and exercised the 
usurped rights therein specially mentioned, had returned to 
its duty ; and until the civil government was restored on its 
former footing, that it ever was in the contemplation of Par- 
liament to declare any such colony or province at the King's 
peace ? No ; the idea was absurd and preposterous ; such a 
thing was never intended. It would^ indeed, as it was well 
observed in the letter, defeat the great objects of the act^ 
both partially and generally. If that was the case, a formal 
submission of a few individuals would effect the business : 
and experience had proved how very littlp personal submis- 
sions were to be relied upon, as many who had taken the oaths 
under the proclamation were found slain in battle, with their 
pardons in their pockets, fighting against the power they had 
sworn allegiance to. On these grounds he was induced to 
believe, that the only solid object of the commission was, to 
restore commerce on a desertion of the usurped powers, which 
tad been severally exercised by their provincial congresseSj' 
committees, and county-meetings. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that even according to the 
explanation of the noble Lord who spoke last, the conditions 
of the proclamation were not fulfilled ; for it appeared in the 
dispatch alluded to by the noble Lord in high office [Lord 
Suffolk], that the inhabitants of York-Island, of the King's 
and Qijeen's and Chester counties, had actually submitted, 
under the faith of the proclamation, but had not reaped the 
advantages which it held out : he should therefore be glad to 
know what other description of men were intended? Were 
the whole body of those districts, or counties, the governing 
powersj or were they not ? 

The Duke of Grafton observed, that the noble Lord who 
spoke early in the debate [Lord Suffolk] said, that the an- 
swer now sought was improper to be laid before the House. 
The noble Viscount [L.ord Weymouth] who spoke lately, 
said, that probably, if the contents of the letter were made 
public, it would turn out very different to the expectations 
formed on this side of the House : and another noble Lord 
who spoke later [Lord Dartmouth] seemed to acknowledge 
his total ignorance of the purport of the letter in question. 
Among such discordant opinions of persons supposed to be 
all acquainted with the same matter, he was inclined to sus- 
pect, what he believed was often the case, that the business 
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was totally neglected, and that no such letter as he had now 
moved for ever existed. He expl<iiHed the conduct of the 
noble Lords in this manner, in order to reconcile what was 
otherwise not to be accounted for ; for how was it possible 
to conceive that, if any such letter was written, the three 
noble Lords should differ so widely as to its contents, or have 
forgotten its purport. He observed, that the noble Lords 
who opposed the motion so strenuously, had all done it on 
the ground of a precedent promise, supposed or implied. He 
now begged leave to object to any argument which might be 
built on that supposition. He made a motion before Christ- 
mas, it was true ; and papers were given in pursuance of 
that motion. He now made another motion ; and hpped it 
would not be said tliat, if proper to be agreed to on its own 
merits, their Lordships would look upon themselves bound 
by any precedent engagement of his. The question fairly 
was. Is the paper desired necessary, or is it not ? If it be, it 
, ought to be produced ; if not, the motion should be rejected. 
Lord fVeymouth desired to explain himself, in reply to 
what had been offered by the noble Duke who spoke last : 
He said, he did not see that there was any discordancy of opi- 
nion between him an^ the noble Lord who spoke early on 
the same side [Lord Suffolk.] That noble Lord said it would 
be improper to make the letter moved for public. He said, 
that if it was made public^ it would not answer the expecta-. 
tions of those who wished to have it produced. He could not 
see there was any repugnancy in all this : for though it might 
not be prudent to disclose its contents, yet they might be of 
such a nature as not to answer the expectations of those who 
hoped that a suitable answer would have been productive of 
the most happy effects. In reply to the other noble Duke 
he observed, that most certainly the act, instructions, and 
proclamation, all imported the same thing ; which was, the 
return of the wh®le province to its allegiance before a resto- 
ration of commerce could take place. 

The Earl of Dartmouth explained himself in the same 
manner, and said, he did not look upon himself obliged to 
give his sentiments on the letter ; because he was clearly of 
opinion that the contents of it, at present, were no fit subject 
for parliamentary discussion. 

The Duke of Richmond concluded this debate, with say- 
ing, if a whole province wa^ the precise description which 
was to carry the terms of the proclamation into effect, then 
he had a case in point to produce, which was a letter from 
Vol. IX. L Lord 
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Lord and General Howe, dated the 22d December, the 
same year, which positively asserts, that the whole province 
of Jersey, but a very inconsiderable part, was then returned 
to their allegiance. If this fact was granted, then the terms 
of the proclamation were not fulfilled : a whole province had 
returned to its duty, yet from that day to this it was never 
declared at the King's peace, nor was its commerce restored. 
The motion passed in the negative without a division. 

The Earl of Abingdon. Being now assembled, in conse- 
quence of the notice I gave your Lordships, of my intention 
to make a motion to this House, I think that the high impor- 
tance of the motion itself, will render any support my abili^ 
ties can give it useless and unnecessary. 

It is sufficient for me, that I feel myself actuated by an 
honest zeal (for honest I will call it) for the salvation of my 
country, in these times of the most dangerous experiments ; 
it is to your Lordships' better understandings that I must 
submit. On this ground then, my Lords, and because I 
hold it to be the privilege of every noble Lord of this House, 
to call for the advice of the judges in point of law, I shall 
presume to make the following motion. 

"That a day be fixed for summoning the judges to attend 
this House, in order to take their opinions upon the present 
mode of raising troops, without the authority of Parlia- 
ment. 

The Lord Chancellor rose, and objected, on several grounds,, 
to the informality of the motion. He said, no instance was 
yet recorded in Parliament of any such motion being receiv- 
ed. That the judges had no voice in that House, nor were 
ever present in debate ; nor at any other time, in the manner 
now attempted, unless specially called upon. That whea 
they were called upon, it was to decide upon matters of mere 
law, and upon questions previously framed ; which questions 
were supposed to arise from facts already proved to the satis- 
faction of the House. Was that the case now ? Was there 
any fact whatever stated to the House, on which a question 
of law could arise ••' Not one, nor even one suggested. On 
this ground of informality, he contended that the motion 
was highly improper : nor could it be entertained for an in- 
stant conformably to the established usage of Parliament. 

His Lordship then said, the annual act passed every ses- 
sion, called the mutiny act, became necessary ; because, in 
time of peace, no standing army could be kept up within the 
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kingdom without the consent of Parliament. The last act 
empowered his Majesty to raise twenty thousand men. In 
that view of the* question, if it should come out in proof, 
which was a fact within his own knowledge, that including 
the levies made during the recess, the whole of the troops 
within the kingdom' did not amount to 20,000 men ; then the 
measure to which the motion was directed was perfectly 
justiHable ; for the mutiny act had been literally and rigidly 
complied with. Besides, though the matter had not been 
just as he stated it, the House could not properly take cog- 
nizance of the affair. He understood, a noble Lord in the 
other House, [Lord Harrington] who presides over the war 
department, had already delivered in estimates of troops pro- 
posed to be raised ; therefore, though the number should ex- 
ceed 20,000 men, the embodying and regimenting of them 
would not take place till the measure had received a parlia- 
mentary sanction. If recruiting parties had been out, or 
men had been proposed to be raised, it was usual every day ; 
preparations in the recruiting service were necessary, because 
it was not the very instant men were wanted for actual ser- 
vice that they were recruited. He concluded with saying, 
that the Bill of Rights declared, that to keep a standingarmy 
within the kingdom, in time of peace, was contrary to law ; 
but the present not being a time of peac^e, that provision in 
the declaration of rights did not apply ; for what noble 
Lord would rise and say, that we were not at present in a 
state of war, and that of the most important and eventful na- 
ture ? He wished the noble Earl would withdraw his motion. 

The Earl of Suffolk said, he should be against it on the 
ground of expediency . 

Lord Camden reprehended the noble Earl for making use 
of the term expediency ; recommended to have the motion 
withdrawn ; said it well deserved their Lordships most se- 
rious attention, as it was, in point of constitutional effect, of 
a most serious and important nature. He begged leave to lay 
in his claim thus early, to be undej«tood that the question did 
not lie within the very narrow limits which had been assigned 
to it by the noble Lord on the woolsack. It seemed to him, 
to most materially affect the privileges of Parliament. He 
had not yet digested his thoughts on the subject, but from 
its naked appearance, and the arguments which came in sup- 
port of it from the woolsack, the consequence of those argu- 
ments would lead, in his opinion, to the utter subversion of 
the constitution. On that ground, he could venture, in the 
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first instance, to pledge himself, that he wdtild prove that no 
such power, under any pretence, could be exercised, without 
the previous consent of Parliament. But if there could, it 
would be the most irrefragable argument with their Lordships^ 
he presumed, to do every thing which depended upon them 
to apply a speedy and effectual remedy. His Lordship 
further contended, that the question was of the first magni- 
tude, and called for the most ample and solemn discussion, 
the measure of raising troops, without the consent, and 
during the sitting of Parliament, was not only illegal, and 
unconstitutional, but a high violation of the fundamental pri- 
vileges of Parliament. To judge of the necessities of the 
state, in point of measures offensive or defensive, and to 
make provisions accordingly, was of the very essence of 
Parliament ; to take any measure therefore, while the Par- 
liament was in being, and of course in an active, and not 
passive state, without previous information, consultation, and 
advice, was an act little short of superseding its authority, 
and stripping it of its rights. 

The Earl of Effingham disapproved of withdrawing the 
motion ; said he would be better pleased to meet the nega- 
tive directly, than have the question, after full notice given, 
postponed. If administration meant to oppose it, they, it 
might be presumed, would not change their intentions, in the 
space of a few days. His Lordship being reminded, that 
the motion was already withdrawn, insisted nevertheless, as a 
peer of Parliament, on his right to give his sentiments upon 
every question introduced into that House. 

The Duke of Richmond declared, that the judges were the 
attendants of the House, and entered into an investigation of 
tjie different import of the word attendance^ distinguished 
from the word assistance, as used in the journals of the House; 
deducing from thence, an argument, that the judges, to 
whom the word attendance was always applied, in strict com- 
pliance with their duty, should give daily attendance ; but on 
account of their other important avocations, that attendance 
was excused, and they were never expected to be present 
unless specially summoned. His Grace contended, that a' 
motion for the attendance of the judges, by any noble Lord 
in his place, was a motion granted as a matter of course com- 
prized within the standing order of the House ; and that it 
was contrary to parliamentary customs to refuse it. With 
regard to the present motion, it was highly necessary, he said, 
that the judges* opinions should be had. Government was 
flattered, assisted; and supported by Jacobites, Tories, and 
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'Highlanders^ who were now raiding large levies of men, for 
the support of measures which had proved to beexceeding- 
ly injurious to the interest and the honour of Great Britain : 
that this was a new and a very alarming case ; that therefore it 
was well worth the enquiry of their Lordships, and if found 
to be illegal, deserved their most pointed and severe censure. 

The Earl of Suffolk slightly touched upon the nature of the 
EarKs intended motion, arguing that, from what he knew of 
tjhe present state of the army, and the necessity for having as 
many men as could possibly be collected for the public ser- 
vice ; in all probability, the summoning the judges, for the 
purposes declared in the motion, would not appear expedient 
at this moment ; and that he, for one, should put his nega- 
tive upon it. 

The Earl o{ Shellurne said, the national concerns were, in- 
deed, in a very precious predicament, if, when modes of rai- 
sing troops, altogether new, and apparently unconstitutional, 
were publicly practised, upon a Lord of that House stating 
his doubts as to the legality of the manner of raising levies, 
their Lordships were to be told by one of the King's servants 
of the inexpediency of attempting to solve those doubts, and 
pn that ground only the attempt was to be frustrated ; an at- 
tempt which went to an ascertainment, whether the constitu- 
tion was or was not to be endangered. The Earl declared, 
he^ for one, had arrived in town only the preceding evening, 
and had not found time sufficiently to investigate the subject 
on which the noble Earl who made the motion grounded his 
doubts ; but that the noble Earl had done him the honour to 
communicate his opinion to him, and that he clearly saw the 
noble Earl meant to consider a grand constitutional point, 
that therefore he had attended : that he conceived the summon- 
ing the judges to be a motion of course, and although he was 
not willing to do the public so much disservice, as wantonly to 
sport with their property, by calling for the judges without 
occasion, he could not conceive that their attendance for one 
day could be a matter of great inconvenience, especially as he 
observed that the chief justice (before whom as much business 
came as before any one judge) found time to attend the busi- 
ness of the House pretty constantly, and scarcely ever failed 
when any question was to be put in the fate of which govern- 
ment was concerned. Not (^ays his Lordship) that I think 
the judges* opinion of such mighty consequence; few ques- 
tions came before this House of which your Lordships are 
not as competent to decide as the judges. In grand national 
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points I shall never be directed by the opinion of lawyers^ nor 
will I goto Westminster Hall to enquire whether or not the 
constitution is in danger. I speak therefore now merely 
upon the rights and privileges of Parliament ; I acknowWge 
I am not perfectly master of the forms and customs of this 
House respecting the attendance of the judges, but I con- 
ceive they ought to attend upon the motion of any one of 
your Lordships : if, however, any Lord better acquainted with 
the orders and customs of the House will shew that I am mis- 
taken, I shall be glad to be instructed. 

The Earl Gower objected to the withdrawing of the 
motion with a liberty to repeat it in the same words; there- 
fore the noble Earl had the option of now abiding by the 
question, as first put, or omitting that part of it relative to 
summoning the judges. 

The Duke of i?iVi/«5«^/ said, that if the matter propounded 
to the judges, when they did attend, was improper, the House 
might put a negative upon it; but in the first instance he had 
always understood that such a motion was never refused. 

The Earl of Marchmont said, the judges were never called' 
upon by their Lordships, but in two cases : one was in mat« 
ters of right, pleaded at the bar ; the other was relative to 
the legal construction of an act of Parliament. 

The Earl of Suffolk said, that the duties of the judges re- 
quired their attendance in another place, and that if their 
presence was required here^ it might be productive of the 
worst consequences. 

The Duke oi Richmond msisi^di that, during the sitting of 
Parliament, their proper place was on the woolsacks; that 
they formed in some measure a part of the House; and that 
according to its rules and orders they were always supposed to 
be present. He said he would not admit of negative proofs, 
and called on the noble Earl who spoke last but one, to pro- 
duce a single precedent in which the request now made had 
been refused. 

The Earl Gower acknowledged, that two judges during 
the sitting of Parliament were supposed to attend; but he un- 
derstood, and never heard it disputed, that it lay in the breast 
of the House, and not in that of a single member, to enforce 
their attendance. The reason of the thing pointed out its 
propriety, because it was plain, what one noble Lord might 
do another might ; the consequence of which might be, that 
being called upon day after day, the public justice of the na- 
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tion would stand still, and every thing would be thrown into 
confusion. 

The Earl of Marchmont mentioned what he called a case in 
point. He informed their Lordships that he was present in the 
Jlouseat the time a motion was made by John Duke of Argyll, 
in the year ^^7^7^ relative to the great riot in Edinburgh, about 
Capt. Porteus, who was executed by the mob, in which the 
noble D|ike moved for the attendance of the Scotch judges 
relative to a point of law. The question was carried, but 
the judges refused to attend, and the afiair dropped. From 
this instance his Lordship concluded, that though the judges 
were ordered to attend, they might refuse to comply. 

The Duke of Richmond ?igdLin insisted, that the judges form- 
ed a part of the House ; and as a proof that they did, he had 
enquired of the clerk, who informed him, that there were 
writs always issued previous to every new Parliament, requir- 
ing their attendance ; though they were not returned, like 
the Peers' writs, into that House. As to the point of incon- 
veniency, it was little; because, during the terms, it was no 
great hardship upon the judges to slip up from Westminster 
Hall when the business of the courts of law were over. He 
had observed that a noble Lord [Lord Mansfield] a Peer of 
that House, and likewise oneof the judges, frequently attend- 
ed in his place. When his absence could be dispensed with, 
upon general as well as particular occasions he presumed, 
upon so vast and important a question, as the present, neither 
the justice nor legal business of the nation would stand still. 
Since he was up, he begged leave to know from the noble 
Lord, if the fact was as he had stated it, relative to the writs 
being issued out of that House, requiring the personal atten- 
dance of the judges ? ^ 

Earl of Mansfield said, the fact was so ; but as he had been 
a peer before he was a judge, he had never received any such 
writ. 

It was at length agreed to defer the further discussion of 
the question till the 4th of February. The motion made by 
Lord Abingdon was accordingly withdrawn. 
January 28. 

Private business. 

January 29 

The Duke of Manchester^ after stating, in a short introduce 
tion, the purport of his intended motion, moved, " That 
an humble address be presented to his Majesty, that he will 
be graciously pleased to give directions, that there be laid 
before the House returns of all/the regiments, battalions, 
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member of that assembly, looked upon himself, specially 
called upon to point out to the House every defect, or omis- 
sion, which struck him as an object of importance. On this 
ground he begged leave to observe, that the returns from 
the board of ordnance had been entirely omitted ; and this 
seemed still more extraordinary, because, under a similar or- 
der, the returns from the regiment of artillery in Ireland were 
on the table. His Grace wished to be understood as making 
no charge whatever in the first instance ; but desired to be 
informed, if the several accounts which had been moved for, 
were meant to be produced before the committee met. If he 
was assured that that was the intention of ministers, he would 
rest satisfied; if not, he would move, and consequently learn 
the reason, if any could be assigned, why the papers called 
for by their Lordships were not produced. 

Earl of Suffolk said, the matter not being properly in his 
office, he could not satisfy the noble Duke why the papers 
were not produced ; but he could venture to say, from the 
known disposition of the noble Lord in ofFice, now absent 
from his place [Lord Weymouth] with whom the matter 
particularly rested, that his Lordship would faithfully com- 
, ply with every thing that depended on him. By what he 
could learn from tiie noble Lord, if the accounts trom Ame- 
rica were defective, the defect did not originate with him ; 
nor was it imputable to any neglect of those employed in his 
office. Such as the accounts were, they had been laid be- 
fore the House; and there his Lordship's duty terminated. 
The reason of the noble Lord's absence, he understood, was 
occasioned by his endeavours to give satisfaction relative lo 
the matter desired; and that being the case, he presumed that 
the candour of the noble Duke would lead him to accept of 
that as a sufficient apology for the present. He nevertheless 
concurred in the present motion, and did not mean to inti- 
mate the most distant objection. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that no person was more 
ready to make every allowance consistent with his duty than 
he : but either the accounts alluded to were in his office, or 
ought to have been brought there, or th,ey should have gone 
directly from the office of ordnance. Let then the noble 
Lord in office take his option. The noble Viscount f Wey- 
mouth] received the papers, and neglected to lay them before 
the House, or not having received them, the board of ord- 
nance had not perforimed their duty. It was painful to hiiu 
to be obliged to dwell so frequently on the same facts : but 
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he could not help observing, that no returns had jct appev^ 
cd of the killed, wounded, and mLssing of the troops serving 
in America. Nor had he yet received any assurance fraan 
any Lord in office, that xhis defect was me^nt to be remedied. 
He Lad indeed gone a step further ; he had himself gone to 
the war-office, and desired to know whether any such retoms 
were meant to be laid before the House, and received for 
answer, that the office had abready delivered all the papers 
•which had been received there. 

This, he said, was ^ very disagreeable circumstaace, be 
cause it tended directly to defeat the objects of the enquirff 
which were to know the real state of the nation, and in coo* 
sequence of that knowledge, to put it in a necessary state 
of defence^ iStnd as a foundation for measures proper to be 
taken in so perilous and critical a situation. He was asto- 
nished to hear the apology made by a noble Earl in high 
of rice, that the returns of the regiment of artillery were 
not before the House, because a noble Viscount was absent. 
There were two noble Lords [Towns hend and Amherst J 
who had the direction of the ordnance board ; if they were 
present, which they usually were, surely they should assign 
some reason why the returns of the regiment of artillery 
had not been long since laid before the House. To put the 
matter beyond doubt, . he meant however to make a motion^ 
or rather to repeat it ; and point it specifically to the object 
wished to be attained. His Grace then moved, * That there 
be laid before this House, by the proper officer, the state of 
the royal artillery from the last returns." The motion was 
agreed to. 

His Grace followed the motion with two others. The first. 

That there be laid before this House an account of his Ma- 
jesty's ships and armed vessels which were employed in North 
America in 1/7-^ j specifying the number of seamen and 
marines aboard each ship.'' The second was. That an ac- 
count of such of his Majesty's ships of war and armed vessels, 
a> have sailed from Great Britain to North America, in the 
years 1/74, 5, 6, and 7, with the number of seamen and 
marines aboard such ships, distinguishing the rates, be laid 
before this House.'* 

Earl of S a ndzvu'h objected to this motion, not as improper, 
but as impossible to be complied with, so as to answer the 
intent of the noble Duke's motion, which he understood was 
to have the papers laid before the House by Monday, the 
day fixed for the enquiry into the state of the nation. The 
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accounts called for were numerous and various, and would 
take a considerable time to make out ; whereas in fact there 
would be but one day, (two holidays intervening,) between 
this and the day the papers would be required. It was not 
in the power of the clerks to copy the papers in the time ; lie 
therefore hoped the noble Duke would see the impropriety of 
insisting on his motion. 

The Duke oi Richmond sM, he had always understood 
that there were regular accounts received and entered at the 
office ; that an abstract copy of them could take but a very 
short time in making out ; and that he presumed the nobJe 
Lord meant, if pressed on .the subject, to assign some other 
more cogent reason for resisting the motion. 

Earl of Sandwich adhered to his objection, said that Sun- 
day was no day for business, and that to-morrow [soth of 
January] would be consigned to religious duties. 

The Duke of Richmond said, he was inclined to believe, 
that there would be some persons in the admiralty office that 
would not be present -ut church to-morrow. For his part, 
he always chose to be absent on that day. As a Whig, and 
thoroughly convinced of the rectitude of Whig principles, 
he was determined never to attend divine service on the 30th 
of January. The anniversary, he observed, was to comme- 
morate the fate of one of his ancestors [Charles I.J who, in 
his opinion, had deservedly suffered. 

Earl of Sandwich replied, that the papers did not lie in his 
department, but in the navy-office; and though perhaps some 
of the Lords in that department might not go to church to- 
morrow, some of the young clerks in the navy -office, for 
reputation's sake, would. He had no particular objection to 
the motion, he begged leave to repeat, but in point of time. 
So far from it, if the accounts could be copied, so as to be 
ready for the committee oh Monday, he was satisfied ; if 
not, all he desired was, that the House would understand, 
that the delay, if any, would be occasioned by necessity, and 
not by design. If, therefore, the noble Duke could enlarge 
the time, he was very willing to accede to the motion. 

Duke of Richmond said, this was s'atis factory, and after 
two or three days being mentioned for the production of the 
papers, his Grace consented that the time should be extended 
to the 4th of February. 

His Grace lastly moved, *^ That there be laid before this 

House an account of the quantity of foreign oak-timber 

bought into the several dock-yards, from the 30th of Sep- 

5 teniler 
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tember 1770, to the 30th of September 1777, specifying the 
price paid, or contracted to be paid, for the same. As also 
an account of the number of ships repaired with foreign oak- 
timber from the 30th of September 1770, to the 30th of Sep* 
tember 1777.'* 

Earl of Sandwich ^aid, it would be extremely imprudent at 
any time, or on any occasion, to impart matter which must 
eventually come before the public, and which might tend to 
expose the national weakness. As long as he had the honour 
of presiding at the admiralty board, he should always conti^ 
nue to oppose any motion of the kind. He observed, besides, 
that though the navy was on ever so respectable a footing, it 
would shew a public suspicion that it was not. The former was 
most certainly the case. And his objection was made precise- 
ly on the same ground as that made by him to a motion of his 
noble friend near him [Duke of Bolton] before the recess, 
relativ^e to the state of the ships in ordinary ; that it would, 
taking the fact either way, tend to expose to foreign powers 
the weakness of our navy, or shew *hat at least such suspi- 
cions were entertained in Parliament. 

The Duke of Bolton observed, that the noble Earl who 
spoke last had brought this matter upon himself, by boasting of 
the respectable state of the navy, and in particular, by stat- 
ing to the House in argument the very ruinous condition it 
was in at the time he was called to the admiralty board. 
Not contented with this, his Lordship had even taken parti- 
cular merit to himself, for the mode of supplying the navy 
with foreign timber, and the superior quantity of timber in 
the yards, contrasted with the period at which he was called 
into office. On the question immediately before the House, 
his Grace observed, that the noble Lord, by his own person- 
al act, had laid before the House an account of the quantity 
of timber at present in the yards. How tlien could the noble 
Lord object to a measure which was meant to prove the truth of 
the very fact that account was intended to establish. He fur- 
ther observed, that it had been frequently urged by his Lord- 
ship in debate, that the navy was in a most ruinous state at 
his entrance into office, and that it was now in a most flou- 
rishing situation, how could either of those facts be ascertain- 
ed but by knowing the state of the navy prior to his presiding 
at the admiralty board, as well as now. Such an enquiry^ 
his Grace said, would settle the matter beyond doubt, and 
would be the means of finally deciding upon the conduct of 
both those at present in office and those who preceded them. 

Earl 
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Earl of Sandwich said, he could not possibly understand 
how he had brought any thing upon himself. What he as- 
serted from the beginning was true. We had only so much 
timber at such a time ; we had so much more now. The mo- 
tiou might be directed to shew how the foreign timber had 
•failed in particular instances, or not. If it should, then, 
in his opinion, it would be extremely improper to disclose 
such failure to our enemies ; if it had not, the motion was 
of course nugatory. However^ if it was imagined that the 
fornier was the case, and that their Lordships should think it 
proper to expose our national weakness, he was ready to ac- 
c ede to the motion . 

The Duke of iJ/VAw^w^ expressed his surprise that the no- 
ble Earl could imagine, that the motion was directed to draw 
forth matter which might tend, or actually go, to the disclo- 
sure of the weakness of the navy. He neither wished nor 
meant, he said, any thing of the kind. On the contrary, 
he had heard a very different language adopted in Parliament, 
since the commencement of the present session, which was, 
the more the state of the navy was laid open, the better. 
Such a disclosure was frequently courted. It had been re- 
peatedly affirmed, both in that and the other House, that the 
making known to our enemies the true state of naval prepa- 
ration we were in, was the surest means of keeping them 
quiet; the strength of our navy, in case of a war, was our 
best security ; and a general knowledge of that strength abroad 
was the surest means of preventing a war. But supposing 
the noble Lord at the head of the admiralty, for reasons 
which, if existing, could not be mistaken, was willing to de- 
sert the ground of naval superiority on our part, he would 
remind his Lordship of what he was sure he could not, as an 
official man, and one long acquainted with business, be igno- 
rant of; which was, that foreign powers were perfectly well 
acquainted with our naval and military strength. He did not 
make this assertion loosely, he knew it to be the case. When 
he was in a public character at a foreign court [Ambassador 
to the court of France in 1/65, and 1766] he had the fullest 
proofs that foreign powers had a perfect knowledge of our 
state of defence. 

Earl of Stiffoli said, he did not approve of the suggestion 
thrown out by the noble Lord at the head of the admiralty, 
that acceding to the motion would eventually be the means 
of exposing the weakness of our navy. He said he could 
not directly conceive how the motion could tend either to 

declare 
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declare the strength or weakness of the navy. It did not 
seem to be the opinion of the noble Lord at the head of the 
naval department, though imputed to him by the noble Duke 
who spoke last. He wished to avoid only the ill consequence 
of having such a motion get without doors, as if a suspicion 
of our naval weakness was the cause of such a motion. As 
he differed from his noble friend in office in the interpreta- 
tion, he for his part saw no solid objection to the motion. 
The' noble Duke who made it, had laid it down as a gener^ 
proposition, that in whatever part Parliament suspected a 
weakness, that it was the duty of Parliament to enquire, that ■ 
the weakness should be revealed, in order to apply a suitable 
remedy. For his part, he did not think so. On the contra- 
ry, if there was a weakness, it was, in his opinion, the du- 
ty of Parliament to conceal it, at least till the danger was 
passed : nor should he ever consent to disclose any matter to 
indulge the spirit of a curious or captious enquiry, when the 
event might be the exposing of the weakness of the natioft* 

The Duke of Richmond disclaimed, in positive terms, the 
most distant intention of wishing to disclose the weaknessof 
the navy. But if the public had been deceived as to its real • 
state of national .security, and that such a fatal delusion 
should prevail, the interference of Parliament in such a 
supposed case became necessary ; it was in his opinion the 
proper business, nay the indispensible duty of Parliament 
to interfere. Ministers were intrusted by Parliament ; it 
was the duty ot Parliament to see that the trust was faithful- 
ly executed. 

Earl of Sandwich said, as the House seemed to approve of 
the noble Dukc*s motion, he should decline all further oppo- 
sition. 

The question was accordingly put and agreed to. ^ 

Lord Effingham next rose and moved for an account of the 
number ot transports employed by the treasury, and sent to 
America, in the respective years, since the commencement of 
the present.war ; the tonage of said vessels ; and the price 
of freight and sums of money disbursed in payment thereof. 

Earl of Sandwich mdide a slight objection or two to the que- 
stion, and said, it was impossible to decide one way or other, 
upon cither the practicability or propriety of agreeing to the 
motion, till the proper officers were consulted. 

Earl of Effingham said, he did not wish to press the mat- 
ter immediately, but having understood, that great numbers 
of vessels had sailed under the protection of government con- 
tracts. 
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tracts, for supplying the army and navy with necessaries^ 
many of them he believed contrary to the spirit and letter of 
the capture act, which excepted every species of merchan- 
dize but what came within the description of stores and provi- 
sions^ he wished to learn the names of the vessels, the species 
of merchandize, &c. which sailed under the admiralty li- 
cences, by applications from the treasury. 

Marquis of Rockingham made a few observations, in favour 
of the propriety of the motion, and said the most scandalous 
evasions, to defeat the provisions of the act, for preventing all 
trade and intercourse with our colonies had been made ; not 
for a general connivance in favour of the trade with Ameri- 
ca, but merely to promote a contraband mionopoly, in order 
to enrich a few individuals who were patronized by mini- 
sters. 

•^ It being understood, however, that the papers now called 
for, were not directed to the great objects of enquiry, pro- 
posed to be considered in the committee on the state of the 
nation. The Earl of Effingham consented to withdraw his 
motions, promising to renew them on some future day. 
Adjourned to February 2. 

February 2. 
The Duke of Richmond began with a solemn appeal to 
the House, whether the public affairs were not in a most 
perilous and truly alarming state? Whether the war with 
America had not cost upwards of twenty millions of money, 
iand the lives of many brave men ? Whether three campaigns 
had not passed without affording us the least prospect of a 
change of circumstances in our favour ? And whether it was 
not most materially incumbent upon their Lordships to be 
perfectly aware of the condition and resources of the king- 
• dom, before they sanctified any parliamentary measure ten- 
ding to authorize the hazard of more men and money, in the 
continuance of a war which had already proved so expensive 
and calamitous ? 

His Grace recapitulated the various arguments which had 
before fallen from him, and other Peers of the same way of 
. thinking, relative to the impolicy of continuing the contest, 
,the probability of an attack from the House ot Bourbon, and 
the necessity of immediately putting the kingdom into a 
state of defence. He then spoke particularly to the business 
of the day, complained of the late delivery of some of the 
papers on the table, and the deficiencies of many , and the want 
•of precision and plainness in almost every one which had been 
: presented 
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presented to the House. He said several were only brought 
in that very day, although the motion for their being pre- 
pared had been made and ordered nine weeks since ; and some 
of those which had been only then delivered, had beta be- 
fore the Commons for many days. Others which he consi- . 
dered as very material, had not been brought at all to either 
House. He pointed out the difficulty that there was to un- 
derstand many of them, particularly the returns of the ^- 
my, from the totals stating the gross compliment of each 
corps, although several of them were not full. And in proof 
of what he asserted, mentioned the return of the artillery 
corps serving in Gibraltar, which was returned atl^OO and 
odd, its full compliment; whereas the number actually^/ 
for duty was short of 250. After adducing various proofs of 
his arguments from the papers themselves, the Duke shewed. 
that it was impossible to. go fully into the enquiry that day ; 
he should therefore, he declared, content himself with speaJkr 
ing to a single and very material point, relative to which 
the information afforded the House was adequate and com- 
plete. 

His Grace then moved, * That their Lordships resolve 
themselves into a committee of the whole House," which being 
agreed to. Lord Suffolk moved that the papers. on the table 
be referred to a committee, and then the Duke named the 
Duke of Portland as chairman. The Lords in administration 
almost at the same instant named Lord Scarsdale for the same 
oflice. This gave rise to a debate which lasted a considerable 
time. 

The Duke of Richmond^ in support of his nomination^ 
said, he had no particular reason for naming the noble Duke, 
but that his character and abilities entitled him to every ho- 
nour their Lordships could bestow, and as it was always^ 
usual for the person who moved for a committee of the whole 
House to be complimented with the nomination of the chair- 
man, and he had named the noble Duke, he wished the no- 
mination might be adhered to, more especially as it would be 
a kind of insult to the noble Duke were it set aside. . 

Earl oi Deniijrh called loudly for Lord Scarsdale, andsaid, 
as the business of the committee would be arduous, and the 
noble Lord had been for years used to do the duty of chair- 
man of the committees of that House, he conceived he wa* 
ihe fittest person to preside then, and he did not doubt but 
the noble Duke, who had been nominated, would himself $ee- 
and allow the propriety of Lord Scarsdale's taking the chair. 

Earl 
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£arl'of Sandwich -^dli,\t was a rule of that House, for one 
person. always, to talte. the chair on such occasions. That 
LordiSk^r^d^e had often .presided with great dignity and 
credit to hij^nself^ and thaf it WQuld imply a tapit idea oi his. 
not .h4Vi^g faithfully di^qharged.his duty, or to. the satisfac-,^ 
tion of Itheir Lordships, \f:he were^now set aside. The Earl 
said, he had, fori a great, jnany years, sat in that flouse ; that 
he remeinbered when Lord Delaware was the constant chair- 
man of the .committers ,^ and he never knew an instance of 
' their.Lordships apppii^njga.new chairman when -ttie pld one 
waspfesent. • ■;,:.,,.';, .i.aii . !..:,. 

The jDuke of Richmond said, it was an ill omen to the bu- 
siness, the} important biisinjei^s before their Ijordships^ to en- 
ter ^pon ^without the Q(>rdi^lity ^and ' amic^^l^ union of 
sentiment with which he lipped to find every Lord inspired : 
that he was sorry to:se<?.naitK,;spirit .sq early Ijurst forth^ s^nd 
declared their .Xord3hips ha^fpfi^red no solid objection. to 
the noble Doke's taking the ^hairl 

Lord Camden contended, that there was no necessity for 
the chairman's being a person of ^ profound spgacit.y and ex- 
alted talents. That there was not in either House of Parlia- 
viQXtti a person of the meanest. capacity wh^ was not fully 
equal to the discharge of the duty; that the business was ex- 
tremely simple, and within the comprejiengipn of every one 
Lord in the House ; but that, as the Duke; had bqen first no- 
minated, it was but just that he should take th^ chair, and 
that the Lords in administration opposing ,it,j^ugured ill to 
the enquiry, and savopred of the want of candour, ^nd that 
inclination to give proof of jersonal prejudice which he, for 
one, detested, and had. hopedrwovild notfcav/? appeared in the 
course of the very important bi^sip^ss tKf^^^efqre their Lord- 
ships. . .....■:!. : '•■-', '.•..■;":• ,. ;.- .. 

The Duke of Grafton asserted that there was no order or 
resolution of the Hotrsc which entitled one. Lord to be chair- 
man more than J^iothcr^ but that, in strict duty, each of their 
Lordships ought to .discharge thC; office in his. turn. 

Earl of Effingham s^id, if Lord Sca^sdale had so often done 
this duty, it was,. in his opjmpn,^Ja.: argument why he should 
not then; be troubled, but th^t the Hous^ ought. to, thank him 
for what he had done, and .resolve to. relieve \\\m from the 
like trouble in fultUre* :_3.i .. ' . 

garl Gower ob^eryed, that the usage of the House was in 
favour of the noble Lord, wha always presided: in committees 
of the whole House 5 that if; as; had been asserted 1)y the 
iiobte and learned Lord, it did E^Qt; signify who took the 

Vol, IX. M ; riv\i\\^ 
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chair, and that the office might be discharged by the meanest 
capacity, why then depart from the established mode of pro- 
ceeding ? and if the present contest, who should fill the 
chair, predicted any thing, it must be, that the noble Duke 
meant to create a difference of opinion about a matter which 
he and his friends acknowledged was of no sort of conse- 
quence. 

Earl Talbot said, he saw no reason for proposing a new 
chairman ; but, now the noble Duke was proposed, he was 
of opinion that it would imply some degree of disrespect to 
reject him. He was sorry to see a difference of opinioit 
arise upon a matter of little consequence; but, in compliment 
to the noble Duke who was named, and the other noble Duke 
who was proposed, he recommended to his noble friends near 
him to consent to the first nomination. 

Lord Dudley allowed, that in the other House it was 
usual for the member who moved for the committee to name 
the chairman, but in that House the usage had been uni- 
formly otherwise 5 because the chairman in committees of 
the whole House, if present, is looked upon in the light of 
perpetual chairman.* Such being the rule, in his opinion, 
those who attempted to depart from it, testified a spirit of 
party, not those who wished to adhere to it. 

Earl of Sandwich repeated his arguments in favour of Lord 
Scarsdale, and at length their Lordships divided upon the 
question, whether the Duke of Portland should take the chair, 
when the numbers were, contents 33, not contents 58. 

As soon as Lord Scarsdale took the chair of the committee, 
his Grace the Duke of Richmond iitformed their Lordslxips, 
that he had sufficiently explained the importance and great 
objects of the present enquiry, and after the bestjudgment he 
was able to form on the great outline of the army, would be 
to enquire, what the force of America was in 1774, the year- 
preceding the breaking out of the American war; what were 
the troops foreign and native, sent from hence the three suc- 
ceeding years.; and by comparing the latest returns with the 
whole of the troops in America, or sent thither in the years 
^77^9 ^77 5i 17769 and ]777, whatever the dercicncy might 
appear, <hat wouUl be the real loss of men by death, wounds, 
captivity, sickness, and slain in battle ; and deducting out 
of this deficiency, those sick or captives, the remainder 
would give the total and actual loss. A similar mode of 
computation would answer for the navy. Next, it would 
be proper to enquire into the cxpences already incurred in 
5 the. 
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the prosecution of this destructive war, and our resources in 
men and money for another campaign. This would be 
doing business properly ; it would inform us of what we 
had spent, and what it would cost us for the next year. It 
would lead us to enquire, what we were likely to get in re- 
turn : but, above all, it would urge us to consider seriously 
of the probability of succeeding, and instruct us, if what we 
sought was equivalent to what we are about to risque, or 
if equivalent, whether the object was attainable. His Grace 
acquainted their Lordships, that the part of the enquiry 
whiclvhe intended to enter into this day, would be confined 
to the state of our military defence within these kingdoms. 
He then proceeded to the performance of this task with 
a solemnity suited to the great interests" of the nation^ 
which were to be taken into consideration ; and, with a can- 
dour, coolness, and precision, no less calculated to fix the 
attention of the august body whom he was going to address, 
than to conciliate the good opinion and court the confi- 
dence of those who might be supposed to differ from him, 
opened the leading objects which he meant to obtain in the 

. course of the intended enquiry. His first observation was, 
that at no time were the affairs of this country in a more 
alarming and critical situation. The very business their 
Lordships this day' went upon was the most irrefragable 
proof of it. It imported, on the very face of the order now 
read, that their Lordships were convened to enquire into, to 
deliberate and decide upon, the present tremendous state of 
ihis country. He never meant to conceal, because he Idoked 
upon it to be his duty, as taking a leading part in this great 
business, to explain to their Lordships the objects he wished 
to obtain by his several motions for papers ; and, the grand 
object of all, to determine on the most safe, hon jurable, and 

, speedy means of putting an end to the American war. In 
the first instance, it would be proper to point out some pre- 
limin&ry matters, well worthy the consideration of the 
House. Our ability to carry on the war in America, so as 
to obtain the final object to which it has been hitherto avow- 
edly directed, that of compelling our colonies to yield to ua- 
conditional submission ; and supposing, contrary to the most 
decisive experience, that that object .was clearly attainable, 
the danger of wasting our resources of men and treasure ; 
and while, in the act of exhausting both, the danger of leav- 
ing these kingdoms in a defenceless state, and of course at 
the mercy of foreign powers. If, in the course of the en- 
quiry, it should Qome out that the first was totally impracti- 

M 2 cahk^ 
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cable, thoiigh no other imt^ediment^ more than had hitherto 
obstructed the execution »ahould ari$e ; if the ihterfeinehae 
of fofeign^^ powers; as to the: second contingency, should 
break the thread of the measures- puusued for the last three . 
years; in etther dF these events^ itwouM foIlow;,that the plan 
was impracticadble^ ^ Out of- both those considerations^ ano**' > 
ther Avould. most certainly ^ ^set, not directly connected, - 
though originating from the .American war ; that was^ the 
opportunity it would give our rivals in power and greatness . 
to avdil themselves of the weak state, of the homedefencci;: . 
and, from: the> circumslance of our fleets and armies;.bGingon. 
the olher^sidelbbev Atlantic,taneditate solne blow which Toigj^t- 
endangiiiitiiGiiafety, if not stnfce<attheTery existenckf of thi^ 
counliyyjas'a formidable axii independent pDwter.L . 3!he. 
greater rpg]^ of the^premises^heFe stated was in pipoton th^. : 
L^rdsbip^tahlej^particularly relative tothe.iiifipsaqticsdiility^ ;. 
conquest^ pndiklie weak state of our internal defence"; :ahdit:i^of 
pre^uqiedy the'juist suspicions we had fa jright to.enter^aai.dfiu 
th^cGoidudt of -the: House of: .'Bourbon^ -would trotisiBettiillct 
foiindedvr^ when (that very construction w^ given £rom: thei: i 
highest, as> well* a(s imost authentic authority ^ ^ It was the lan^: ; . 
giiage of udmizustraiioni in .one of their tapsi sblemnrictk. : 
The very xanstruction..nQwl made was- deliivered fk-omthe . 
throne; ; j^Jrhe words of .the (King's . speech ivere^ '-.that >his:iv. 
Majesty had ordered a considerable, augmentation of.^s.'. 
naval for^eyoii account of the armaments iist;ill continued td: : 
be carried o» inr the ports.of France and Spain.V. 1 Hewould i : 
now pDocc^AtQ apiply ihct reasoning to the i^ncts. , He' would^ ; .1 
from the papei'iS^mtl^e /able, satisfy their Lordships, that, af-4. 
ter three !unsucces6ful campaigns^ acnhing hadJteeo effi^ed..' 
towards the conqiicsst of Aiaeric^ijiji, He woi?ld:8hfeWithBltwceJ. 
had empiloyibd^rduring ths^. period; JJie whole • of oiirj^renikigtb/ 
to.no purpose jUiJat; our greatest rdxertionsdhis' year wotri^il 
fall oonsidcjfably ,shbr.t of the two .preceding ; that woLshovddlr; 
notiof course he iabifi to effect, with a smaller arniiy> whsrtiwcl ' 
were not able^tofdo:with a greater : and that^' too;^ again«ii;itn ? 
an army ioonsiderahly . strengthened by numbersy^imprbyect.. 
by idisotpliae,! and* rendered confident by success.. : That tbe ' 
lastassertipnw^&iticonlrovertible, though we almost std|iped * 
tliis country :to the last man : that supposing, for argument's 
, sake,. our ;force in America, without calling any more troops 
. from ! the home defence, would be equal to what it was on 
the operting*.of the last campaign 3 yet, the passage in the 
speech alluded to, holding out strong suspibio^s of hostile 
. . - - inteuii 
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. intentions from France and Spain^ pointed, out the necessity 
<)f .procuring a suitable defence for tJbeAe kingdoms. 
. ; His Grace: then proceeded to explain to their. Lordships 
hi$ particular. plan. The returns of the present st^Je of the 
armies in Anjerica would shew the ixumbcrs of efffecfivc men 
scrying thereat the couclusiop. of tlie last campaign, apd 
what would be ready to take the field early in the .next ;• on 
which this plain question would arise, >.wha( addjtioi^al for- 
ces could be spared, either to recruit Uie looses alr^afjy.sus- 
stained, or augment the whole arniy^ $0 a^, f^pm.. what has 
happened, to give a rational prospect ^f^Uqcess in the e^isu- 
ii?g ? This would involve in it ar)oi:hei: IftifiSi^iQOj: ^\N«liich could 
:Pnly be answered 'byvadministratiqii* Wh^t ^5f atics, .or if 
any, with forjeign powers ?> .^f thf^d areany, wilLthe troups 
taken into our pay make up the,4cficieiiciBS;;, oi;yare tt?y to 
be inade up out of the old corps in (he Ungdom, -Qr, the new 
ones now levying? If it shoujd comejiQut that, tlierc: was 
..i)o aid ^o. be expected from thi^.-^pntinesjt, |Lhen ^^ jcoifrs^ ei- 
, tfaerthe troops \y.ithin the kingdom, or^the.new lwes»,fpust 
. be sent to makeup, the. 4^ficienciy>cajM$ed,hy -t]>e:la5t q^m- 
-^p^gn; prfinaliy, the; ^j^wre of American coercion musj; be 
tptfiUy abarnjlonedi. ; Ministers, d^qlared;. the cpntrary ;; ^le 
wv sigf^ipw: our subj^c;ts. in the co}pn.iq^i?^^!.i»te|j(}(?diU>;be 
pursued: with -all pp^sihJle vigour, . TJ^ti [\jfif^.^n^ ; w?s t jien 
• cvidei^ that some oi|e or father, ; or all ^thei methods men- 
tiojQedji must be adojpted* . , He hardly believed ths^t foreign 
aid. was much to be reljea upon. ^ H« ks&e?f pecked that raw, 
. un4i3ciplined trbopsj coul^ effect what v^tefan trpops. w:(jre 
. uncqi^d to. ..Consequemly,.^}]^ de^ciency aiii4 losses which 
the ^npyjuiiAmerica sns^inedr in the.coursepf last year, w^ere 
to be supplied frpm th^. old. cprps; wiiich qoncliision fairly 
impoi[ted,, that, •. naked and defenceless as we are, : it, was in- 
tended to render us mdreso, by sti^ipping us.of 9J^r,Ql4<Prps. 
TP: point put the necessity of .rather add^ng,tp,',tljian- 4i^i" 
nishing our home defence, the resplutipn he meant to propose 
this day would be more particularly. directefj^.t \.':^C.- 

As soon therefore as the committee W2^ jfonmedft bis Qrace 
centered into a detadl pf the army npw in Gre^ Bj^itain.. . He 
said the returns on the table made the amount. Jo.,,^?; l.A>^00. 
Out of this number, t the officers cpnjmissionqd aninpn- 
commissioned amounted 1230.^ The staf^ inclu^ding ; sur- 
geons,, surgeons mates, &c.,.57V; the invalids 2200, who 
were unfit for field service;, the cavalry, consisting of the 
horse and grenadier guards, and the blue^, 400; the dra- 
goons, consisting of dragoon guards, &c. 1400; which be- 
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ing severally deducted from the total, would leave the rank 
and file to amount to about 10,600. If it was further con- 
sidered that London would call for a part of this force ; that 
the three great fortresses, which were the keys of this king* 
dom, would require for garrisons, [supposed to mean Ports- 
mouth, Plymouth and Chatham, J and that garrisons would 
be wanting for other places of strength, though not of such 
importance j he could not possibly see, in the case of a sudden 
attack from France, or any other power, that we had any 
force .we could possibly spare to meet our enemies in the field. 
It is true, our militia, if properly trained to the use of arms, 
might be rendered serviceable. But he meant now to speak 
of troops fit for actual service, ready to meet a veteran, nu- 
merous, and powerful enemy. He did not mean to take 
off from the merit of the national militia. He recollected 
how useful they proved during the late war, and doubted 
not but they might be rendered so again ; but the question 
was not now how useful they were capable of being made. 
The point their Lordships were most specially to consider 
Was, what state of defence we were now ii) ? The imme- 
diate application then he insisted to press on their Lordships, 
from the present state of the army in this kingdom, was to 
shew, in case of any such intention on the part of ministers, 
that it would be extremely improper and dangerous to send 
any of the old corps out of the kingdom. 

His Grace next took a view of the state of the garrisons of 
Gibraltar and Minorca, and of the army in Ireland. The 
former, he insisted, were not defended by more than half 
their war complement; nor the latter, by half what had been 
deemed necessary for its defence, both by the disbanding act 
passed in the reign of William the Third, and an act of its 
own Parliament, passed during the lieutenancy of a noble 
Lord over the way [LordTownshend.] At the former period, 
it was thought necessary to fix the establishment at 12,0OO 
men ; and at the latter, when part of the troops were drawn 
from that kingdom, to serve in other parts of the British em- 
pire, the Irish Parliament consented to an augmentation 
of 3300, on condition, and in consequence of> a royal 
message, delivered, as he believed, by the noble Lord last 
alluded to, that 12,000 men should be kept within the king- 
dom, for its defence in time of peace. He observed, that 
the !• ish Parliament had, upon application from hence, sent 
4000 men to serve in America, which, with the deficiencies 
conr ;quent on the difficulty of obtaining recruits, and other 
circumstances, had reduced the effective force in that king- 
dom. 



A. i;;8. DEBATES. 167 

dom, as he had before observeds to 4800 with musquets oa 
their shoulders. 

His Grace tlien took a general view of the state of the mlli- 
tary^ both voted for home defence, and elsewhere. He said, 
that the troops for guards, garrisons, &c. were 2000 short ; 
and that there was a deficiency, upon the whole of the army 
' voted for the garrisons of Gibraltar and Minorca, and for 
the defence of Great Britain, of upwards of 5G00 men. 
Whence he drew this conclusion, that out of the first re- 
cruits enlisted, this deficiency must be made up. And even 
then, as to the home defence, it would be no more than a 
peace establishment, 1 7,000 men were necessary for that de- 
fence in time of peace; he would therefore submit to their 
Lordships, whether, in so precarious and dangerous a state ot 
things, foreign and domestic, it would be at all prudent to 
part with any of the old corps, when even it was known 
that they were so much short of what Parliament and the 
Nation judged tliey ought to be in times of tranquillity. His 
Grace then moved the following resolution : 

** That this committee, taking into consideration the con- 
tinuance of the armaments in the ports of France and, Spain, 
of wfiich his Majesty was pleased to inform Parliament in a 
speech from the throne at the opening of this session ; and 
also taking into consideration, that, a very large part of our 
naval and land forces are on the other side of the Atlantic 
ocean, and therefore not applicabre to the defence of this 
kingdom upon any emergency ; and that the forces in Great 
Britain, Ireland, Gibraltar and Minorca, are at this time 
less in number by 5673 men than the establishment has 
been in times of tranquillity and peace; is of opinion, that 
no part of the old corps, which are left in Great Britain, 
Ireland, Gibraltar, or Minorca, can be spared for any distant 
service, without leaving this kingdom and its immediate 
dependencies in a most perilous, weak, and defenceless con- 
dition, thereby inviting a foreign war, and exposing the 
nation to insult and calamity.*' 

Earl of Suffolk said, there was great impolicy in exposing to 
rival powers the weakness of our home defence ; and there 
was great impropriety in Parliament interfering by way of 
address to restrain the exercise of the crown, in the controul 
and direction of the military force of the kingdom. He con- 
tended, that the effect of the resolution, if agreed to, would 
be tying up the King's hands from pursuing those very objects 
which had been recommended by Parliament. It was the 
inherent prerogative of the crown, to have the raising, di- 
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rccting, artid cmpioying of fbe military force of the king- 
dom^ t0 tcsti-ain mat exercise j or regulate it, would be in 
fact t6 suspend it. He saidyut -w^s^ nbt on the^arftiythe de- 
ieritce bf this 'kingdom depended j^ The navy Was our ^SUf est 
iind bfcst>^htflwark. Our fleets w^e hitherto irresistible-;, bur 
ii&vy Ms oft present inttife m6^trespectablc conditidii; and 
When that piaft df the ' enquiry catne before^ thcif LordshipSj 
he had every ^ca'sbn to ejfpm that- the '^tatfe of the rttvy vumld 
evensuiijyassfevcry fhihgwhieb had been predicredof itr iHe 
observed^ tha€ the present numbers, of our aymy^ \chich had 
been ^aled by- the noble 'Duke^ proved nothijig, Weiie they 
infcriot tb wKarti'they were ihe three preccditig years ?:cMost 
• certaihJy fiot . - The; tt'oble Db?kc sappqxed vrhatix^^as far from 
beiiig c^Waitt. He .^uppos^' that i rival powers entertained 
hostile irttentioiis ;jg^inst uiv :Si>'it had bepn said on fonner 
oclcasJbHS repeatedly j;^ but nothing had" yet hippewedno^jus- 
tify th6Ae'assertions.^A«' to the resources we %4H in men, 
liule- cc^nld at* present be said- on that subject/.^: Whto^the 
time Came to propose any measure 'oftbat kind jwbiild;}>e-the 
proper season to discuss it. The rioble, Dake,. in his opi- 
nibn, h^d drawn an inference Irom 'arpassage' :irt lie King's 
speecliVextremely unjustifiable. -' He supposed', that the rea- 
^^n his Majesty reCprtimended an' augmentation of did')navy 
in his speech irom the throtie, was. because armaments be- 
ing continued in the pints of France and Spain, :that those 
powers meditated some^udden and decisiveblow against this 
country; Now, taking the present flourishing state, of the 
tia\^y and the conduct of -France and Spain into considera- 
tion, 'he. was inclined to think that j i^ nothing. else, x>ur 
state' -of preparation AvHas'ii© b^d pledge* of natural aeourity. 
The truth wai, that we had. repeated as&urahcejs: = from i the 
courts of VersaiHes and Madrid* of tlicir pacific" intdiitibns ; 
but'as armaments wero'going.fArward and Cominued in-their 
port's j* It was tlwught proper by his Majesty to recommend 
to his Parliatnem ta put bur navy in a respectable state of 
defence.' And'it xvas impossible, in the couiseof our political 
event^j solely to rely qh assurances. The nature and extent 
o£depet>dence' which- bughtta be 4)iTt' on the dispositio/i of 
foreign courts, varied^ with circumstances ; sometlmds.they 
Cr^^ated an alarm ; sbmctinies they deserved inore credit than 
at others; sorfietimes' they contradicted themselves within a 
•sliort .period ; and again gave llie most satisfactory explana- 
tion«J. Yet, supposing the worst that could happen ; sup- 
posing that every tiling suspected should be realized 5 he.. 
thought it extremely imprudent to invite a war, by either 

telling 
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-tcUingxiiin foreign rivHlsiti 'power t)r greatiiesa^>d4at we were 
;- , uapce]»afed<)r unafafcio .meet;an eiiemy.' . The-'moiion made 
. . by.'.tteJnoble DuljjevAended Jto pril)ve ilie firsts his. Grace's 
s arguments ^ went to sptdve thehiccxDd.i^ 1£ we l^oad :notdizien 
'.■ .sufficient to de£endiBS^7(thQ^ ought and must be^p^iadured : 
• . c>but <h&it^stdd.;tfaat j&sasi ootpthe. icasoi; ' a. vbfy short;, lime 
b,o:ymvM^vah\Ki aiHosiincstrationiitp fxrbvide; every . (hiog >foir pur 
f .irhDme;r-d^epcc ib^thGcuKorstseuen^dand evcr^ ^thirigineccksary 
vjifonjcaitying oitctfae'imoaaDrekdQ* iitdajqe opr rebelHoudi&ttb- 
tc jectsHnAmericaiio arotLiias to their! dpt^^i^^uiiciB oreasQu^le 
oi term^.coLicbnoiliatioh ^vandl(asclo ithaistrippingit^ilssicQuntry 
T jiflfia^Lthdtohl.'hciips^iitivfr^ pever^ ia> tbevkontempla^iou of 
: rjiniasistersr.tc&Imiglitiisitli^ght proper to secvd sdmci; .but it 
r)WM:iiCTbr iiite34dedijtoesend*all..^ Dii.^iei wl«)le,litiUep€i;ivas 
7.TA no. paitkniar 'Teak)n!to;beIidve/ dodi.foretgni po\v.Qr;) h»d any 
to inteQtiotkotb break f-withi life}; pf tfiffiy&^d^ibt hadievfry I'eason 
irrtocbe «atiK&edMfMfe!«vcffqufui{iriprbpakttd ? <ami. iErthetgeiKral 

V (;ihl)dresta)Qf .tbei eiBpisTSltoqiimecLit^rhet haii no •dopbt.butiiiliat 
at wwfeshadrerourceji (fully sufficient to resist the most powerful 

altedkiofour^cikfibies'.ir: s;.rpr.s(:.l i! : lI.c svnf. \,''c^^:J:.[ 
i],2 iiJLiokrd i>ir^//r)):8adycl^eiwjasih2rprii9^.tbatLithe isole^ of 

mothe:nailiob! mSilsupposedy^ hylihQ^nciblieJDiukhiN^bMir^iliads-^he 
^.:;,anoti6o, to.^depcndidipoak ciur.miii;t^ity(ifurh«j;wiijhialbfci>kipg 
o^ jdotnu..lJFoc! hit'paiitr>^ heshad all}dlongyNfcunvbbieacH(»t4(iys, 
. T been taught' to:»fcuiadJ5mrmipnirotli«c.ilc5«wrc 
.T^iincsuch.an xsvdrituallidfiltmityjas^antijyLtaak Qivintvasiaa.of a 

V " i'areign.enenttyuiLHcisaid,. to suipipsose that an.ijajYttsionifrom 
/;: JErance w^^imaf:teindmcameiTiphttioii^a.W8a i) ^mii$t /extra- 
;.tii ordinary; fspppQdiiQn^vriahdimus^ bQ(accoiii|;^ni6i b>'!latiother 
v: i . itill OBBohn .irhpixdwbk^a wbif hi lY^sp \ that its nkigbtvbtd Ldl'(2flt ed 
;.n^wath«iut':admmistra'tjfd« hat^ngViimytlpareisfiowj-.fcnjowiecljije of 
i.i.-,any' Bush intentiwaaccThe iJtoruthi^tis^t{hfttit}ierfeiWa$:(ao4; .the 
L';2ixi(isi. .^i^^ iappe^i^tellQf :anjiiriiuch id0e^ignj;jv Ui£^ 

- • thei!ehad^re«ip^^ntehgid:fTiUyi:€Qnfiriwedithc impracaicd;*i!ity 
^ of sucbian.^ttjemph5cifocithcreaW(aRiiorimtan<«^j^ 
, \. of thii.ttoAiitxyv ifl'vl'Wch .an. inxlasiokOvhadsuccc^ded*^". -while 
.we contiijnued aoaaters^ of r.|be «a. ^ If* ;hbweverj,> enyi sudden 
X necessity: shQttld-ariwiforaug^rfcqnting pur lynd forciew it was 
.\v^ll knbwhi th^t^amf-miHtia>.'as^hey proved on a former 
occasion, during tbeifcte war> rWould be'of tlie mo&t signal 
• and^ essential $crvice, and though they should not be at pre- 
sent on quite so respectable a footing as during a part of the 
'. late war, they could be soon rendered so. Besides, in .the 
possible case supposed by the noble Dyk^, eyery man, it 
might be presumed, would arm in defence .of his country. 



170 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778- 

in the final preservation of the state. He recollected, when 
the plan of the militia was first struck out, it was proposed to 
raise 63,000 men. It was afterwards thought proper to raise 
but half that number; but in case of a foreign invasion, 
when every thing dear and valuable was to be contended for^ 
it was reasonable to expect, nay to be sure, that every mem- 
ber of the community would come forth, the nobleman 
from his palace, the landed gentlemen, the great body of 
manufacturers, and labourers, would all unite to repel the 
attacks of the insolent and daring invader : in fine, the spirit 
of the nation would be its best security in the day of distress, 
should that ever arrive ; and as to the resolution, he thought 
it would be extremely improper at the present crisis ; it 
could be productive of no good, and might possibly suggest 
ideas to our natural enemies, which they would otherwise 
never have entertained ; on these grounds, therefore, lie 
should give it his most hearty negative. 

The Duke of Manchester said, that the militia was not in 
the respectable state affirmed by the last noble Lord ; that 
when, during the last war, the militia proved so very useful, 
they were then upon entirely a different footing. Substitutes, 
were not admitted ; the proper gradations in rank were care** 
fully attended and adhered to ; the body of the people were 
satisfied of the justice and necessity of the war they were en- 
gaged in, and the superior obligation of doing every act on 
their part dictated by that necessity. His Grace ^poke to 
several other parts of the question, arising from the resolu* 
tion moved by his noble friend, and observed, that not a 
single solid objection had been made to it : the facts were 
before the House j no man offered to controvert or contradict 
them. The inference drawn from the passage in the speech 
from the throne was no less evident ; on what ground then 
the opposition of the noble Duke's motion arose, was more 
than he could possibly account for. 

Lord Lyttleton said, if the resolution was agreed to^ it 
would amount to a public acknowledgment that we were 
unable farther to prosecute the war in America, or assert the 
rights of this country over the colonies. It would be an 
actual declaration, on our part, that we were neither able to 
defend ourselves, or chastise our rebellious subjects; and of 
course would be a direct invitation to the different branches of 
the House of Bourbon, to attempt an immediate invasion of 
this kingdom. He condemned the impolicy of developing 
our national means of defence ; observing, that such a dis- 
closure would operate both as to defeating our claims over 

the 
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the colonies, and as shewing the people of America how un- 
equal we were to the task of obliging them to return to their 
obedience, or of securing ourselves against the designs of our 
rival neighbours. He trusted, however, that the a Hairs of 
the nation were not in the desperate situation they were at- 
tempted to be held out to the public this night. The re- 
sources of the nation were great: its spirit was correspondent 
to fhem ; there remained one man [Lord Chatham] who 
disapproved of rendering*, or consenting to render, America 
yet independent of this country. He dissented greatly and 
wisely from those who entertained a different opinion; and if 
war should be finally decided upon as necessary to be conti- 
nued against America, or should be commenced in our own 
defence, he was still, he trusted, equal to the conducting that 
war, and of carrying it on with success. So well comlu6>ed, 
and thus supported, he did not doubt but the effect would 
answer the most sanguine expectations of the real friends of 
their country. Be that as it might, in every point he had 
viewed the present motion, he was the more confirmed in 
its impropriety, and, if assented to, its certain bad effects ; 
it would be a public confession of our national weakness ; as 
such, he would never consent to embarrass government in 
the first instance ; nor make a public confession of what, if 
true, should most certainly be concealed from our enemies. 
Though he objected to the motion, he did, and ever should, 
approve of submitting to Parliament every fact wliich could 
promise to convey proper information. Parliament ought 
to have it ; they were entitled to it. The calculations of the 
noble Duke, he* presumed, were strictly accurate ; and if 
ministers were culpable, they deserved censure. Nothing of 
that nature, however, was so much as suggested. The fact 
meant to be established was, that our force was unequal ei- 
ther to the object of home defence, or of asserting our domi- 
nion over America. If either was the case, they should be 
concealed, not only from foreign powers, but from our co- 
l9nies, who, it could be no longer denied, had endeavoured to 
rival this nation, as well in power as in all its consequences. 
His Lordship expressed his highest disapprobation therefore 
of agreeing with the resolution moved by the noble Duke ; 
but if he had no other reason than that of invading the prero- 
gatives of the crown, in the constitutional exercise of the 
executive power, that alone would be sufficient, as it would 
be the direct effect of the resolution, if agreed to. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that he expected to have 
heard some of his assertions refuted before any Lord would 

obi^ect. 
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dbject to a inotiat^ sArhichtlKi :Inece»ityrrf the .times loudly 

. called for. Hesaid^ aU that had £aUen from ^he,iiQHei.£arl 

in office^ only went to an aspuraitoeothfiiii ladminlstnation 

might be trusted, and that at a proper scasoh: they wouB se- 

: cure the kingdonip Too^jcrwichricanfidencev his Gaiface de- 

: claredy had already been' placed in the ais^uran.ci5»«nA.'pfo- 

nii?es.pf.minister$ ; - iri' tonsjequence of which, Ai»ef»:ii;-,4lras 

nearly^ if not altogether, lQ$t;-;thr«efruitle^^cwnp«^nft Bad 

■]■■> :passed, and we were on the bri,nk of riiin. ^The Dt)&e:ri3|]A9$ed 

bis arguments on tW propriety:<)fi bis.'mQU®n* ^indffidmd. 

? ' tb&t it was the duty af their Lordships to advise the crown of 

the danger of the kingd©ih.>:, -A-i: .' : i ♦'. "r ' oy^.^ 

r\r Earl of Effinghaln rem^rked^ that .neither of ithdr JLord* 

^:^h^ps in office somuch as qffei'ed^to.CQintrqver^ a W)gl^6ict* 

,■_,, The( premises were aeknowted^ed to be true i the gi^onii^'of 

: objection stated was, thatjt.wdUHdike ^ pli});tic.declantfiotvof 

: ouriihational .wjiakness,.! m He 'CPM>ldhai:dIyr believe :<(ihat)i^eir 

: n > tord$hips^ when they said SQjtn^ejam to be .seriou^. > Didi^y 

:, DiAle Lord in that House -wanfi to he-jticikl, that !thei;fW:ts 

' §tated; in the reselutioxj were ialready known to oi^];.-f(^ign 

iCnemies J nay^' llong .before; mijoisters /were ^qoni{>eI)edi(it3K#D- 

j>art, them to Parliament ?; ; Ceitainly not-.-; Adnxini]$trBtion 

.werei^ufficiently apprised of this circumstance^ ^i^.wasth^- 

- fore evident, that ex^ty argument built on su(:k,<an absdrd 
.,. supposition^ as that, the House of Bourbqn ^vQre i^npir^litr of 
r the state of our land forces in Great Britai»^ w^s at an ejid ; 
i consequently, when; mitiisters objected to tl^ prdpjr.iety. of 

- th^ resolutions, lit oiUld Only.be to prev?ent^ : vote of Parlia- 
.; meint, which wpuld tell the. great) ibody qf the peopIe-Qur real 
, : sili^atipriy^piif internal weakhes/;.; pointing to the ceftainxyn- 
hcliisiaii, ■•tjiat the : cqnquest of America was impractjcable^ 
, ^tli^Viitls^'^'s. dangerous to py.rsue it ^ny farther,. and that'tb^re 

• ]^lJ»^^^Sl_.indi.8p€T^sibls necftssitjji.fpr hdding out^reast^able 
t^rni^ of ^f:c^raoda[tk>n to ^^^lw)lc|l^es- vB«t he,^^ 
foranliasta^, ttb«i.ni.Ofit impf<?b^bte.p(..aU.>iraprobablp things: 
; he .Would grant, that France. or Spain .knEw nothing of the 
stiitO'of rtur natipnal defenjce: previous.: to the moving .this 
•rcsdution > he .would even J?,ush j^his j>ossj[bUity a step furtHer; 
that the >:otc now. jijovgd,; thoyfeh , administration acknow- 
ledged the 'factf?,, Avonld l>e discredited, if^ it; should receive 
a negative; byf: Avoiuld be believqd,- if; it received their Lord- 
sliips .sanction : allpwmg all this, Ije still contended that it 
(:i)uld not he productive of disclosing our national weakness^ 
because the vote would be understood, by foreign power*, 
as the first introductory measure of putting the nation in a 

state 
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state of defence sufficient to repel any attack which might 
possihly be in the contemplation of onr enemies. 'i\. 

Lord Oamden ridiculed the idea of mock secrecy, affected 
by thevnobie Lords on the other ^ide^iai the most barefetbedv I 
insyulttever attempted to beputdnithe^^od senseand under- 
standing of that Housj?. . .The;nationof conquering Ankerica : 
waa.-absurd at acty ti^, buiu mom somow .when -FTaisc^.had^^.> 
in : every thing, but. mere foiwijTTdcdared America indepcn^ . 
dent. .He reminded iheirLtirdshipESi,: that the. inreaent.pieri- . 
lotts :sttuation which this coimtr3r!wis-now in,tba4^been;fre- ■- 
4uently^£orGboU in that Homei<jjHe particularly Ui^etted to 
a £act^ > statisd LTjory iearly . b^. the -noble Ouke in this blUe rib^ ^ . 
bon near himcOl>uke of Graf^nl]^ of. the twci;Filendh:gemle- 
men^.wfacR.'vhBnt to I^lr; Washington's camp neao BtDStbn, iai 
theiiffomnier 1775,. and. from diencc to the Qongress at Phi- 
ladtiphiauiPiFhis^^rhe i^eved^ livias the first £(^undarion of^. 
thda^okuieation! bistwcen iFitacrei and. the cobnicsr r. . Though v' 
iheu&ct-^had^happtecd scveisdnmonths. before it was menr r. 
tiooedito theirlLoiidfshfps^ yhtr^Bdmimstiation ^seemed totally . 
ignimaDi o£ i^scre^dityy'alhdtreated'the transaction a8!origitiat>l: . 
ingiTiirraiimeiieitspiriti'of curiosity 9: or mercantile ad^semum. 
Whjijt ifa&tbeiconscquenceof this first overture on therpartr'. 
of 'Jftiiaice P.Early. ?in the- next rswhimfer, the Googrcsstfeiend^ 
Mci Dcane.to the court of France in a public chiraq^cr; be «• 
is fdUowed by Drj Franklin the next winter^ who is. armed 
wih more complete and :extcnsive powers!. ; Hendetbr^vard. 
cvery:substantial:«(fcct of the moat solemn amity Wul alliance . 
ensues. - France\dpeo5 a trade with ourcolonieisi ; .she solids 
them.arms, ammunitipa^ cioaUatng, lahd^officers to discipline 
their troops,- and inst!ruot.th€mi.iin: thcaxt^of, war. • During 
the whoJerof thesetk-ansactions) remonstrancc^aremade, pm- 
mises given^ exfplanation* added ; but jsti 11 Franc/f, byione 
means or other,, persists in thci. same conducts iLQrdinances 
are issued ; those ordinances ^are no .sooner:ihade piibiic, but 
tney are-.evaded, ^tenedi:OC modified in such a> manner as. i. 
just to amount to nothing. Xmfine, France effects iby re- 
peated modes «f evasion,: hfii^j utmost wishes;, somqtimei.hbld-i 
ing a firiner langiiagei iat otjhers a more marierate,:ahd. again- 
making dcclaratioiweJ.therwahBest friendship, till at leuiTcii • 
she. completes the first; pajst; of .;ho:. plan, that of ^hunitini^ .. 
America from thii.countt:y^ and giving our colonics just that 
spj^cicsof assistance which \w :enaH ed t\\^m now to (icfy our 
most vigorous exertions. iSJic enabled America to do what, . 
he* presumed, no Lord -in that House would controvert, 

: ... ... ; . * : . America 



174 PARLIAMENTARY A- 1778. 

America could never have effected without her, to withstand 
the whole power of this country. 

Whether administration saw this in the early stages of the 
contest, or not, he would not pretend to determine ; but he 
could say, that they had been repeatedly told of it; and that, 
when too late, they began to be undeceived. For, notwith- 
standing the pacific assurances, and the delusive private pro- 
mises, and public acts, which had been boasted of with so 
much parade, it is now known that the ports of L'Orient 
and Nantz are blocked up by a British naval force. Three 
frigates are now cruizing off those ports, to intercept suc- 
cours going to America, and to put a stop to that very com- 
merce which the French King, in his public edicts, pretends 
to prohibit. If ministers should carry their threats into ex- 
ecution, and, from remonstrating, resort to open force, he 
had not a doubt but a war m«st be the consequence. He 
presumed, that there was not a single member in administra- 
tion would dispute it. He insisted that France, be the occa- 
sion what it might, meant from the beginning to take part 
with America in the contest. He was equally certain, that 
she intended a war with this country, when the proper sea- 
son should present itself. That season was almost present, 
and he was perfectly satis Fed that a war with the united 
power of the House of Bourbon was approaching. It was 
certain in all events, and, he had strong reason to believe^ 
was not far distant. 

On the only two serious grounds on which the present 
state of this country could be defended, much had been said 
by the noble Lords who opposed the motion. The first was, 
the very formidable and respectable state of the navy ; the 
second, the just dependence we ought to have on that con- 
stitutional mode of defence, our national militia. Our 
-navy was styled our great bulwark : it was represented as 
irresistible and invincible. No Lord in that House enter- 
tained an higher opinion of the prowess and skill of our sea- 
men than he did. The state of our navy not being properly 
in the contemplation of the committee, he should defer giving 
his sentiments on the subject till enabled so to do from the 
papers on the table ; but as that matter was already taken as 
granted, and relied upon accordingly, in argument, on the 
other side ; he thought it his duty to declare his opinion, 
how far such a defence ought or ought not to be relied on. 
He would first premise, that however bold, brave, and skil- 
ful our seamen might be, he thought it presumptuous to say 
they were invincible. He was willing tobolieve, and ex- 
perience 
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perience had taught him to expect, that when a British fleet 
was equal in point of strength, number, &c. they would 
prevail ; but allowing this, he should be extremely sorry 
that, in the confidence of our superiority, either as to navaJ 
flkili or personal bravery, we should ever risque the fate 
of this country solely on our navy. Every kind of war, but 
above all, operations at sea, were liable to accidents, or 
might be controuled by Providence. Winds, tides, &c. 
were not at the disposal of human policy ; nay, though all 
these should tend to hold the balance even, the conflict might 
terminate in our disfavour, and, according to the conclu- 
sions drawn from the consideration of our naval superi9rityy 
might end in our total destruction, if, in consequence of a 
defeat, a numerous, powerful, and well-disciplined enemy 
should land in this kingdom. The race was not always with 
the swift, nor the battle with the strong* Besides, there 
were instances, more than one, within his own memory, in 
which, though we had acknowledged superiority at sea, yet, 
from other circumstances before alluded to, that superiority 
denied its aid in the manner contended for. One was, when 
there was a very formidable and alarming armament at Dun- 
kirk, in the year J 743, at which time, the winds being un- 
favound)Ie to the British fleet, the invasion must have been 
effected, if the embarkation had not been prevented by a 
storm, which destroyed the transports, vessels, boats, &c. 
destined to carry the invaders to the British shore : the other 
was of a later date, when a noble Lord absent from his place 
[Lord Hawke] had the honour of defeating the fleet under 
Monsieur Conflans, in the year 1759. Indeed it required 
very little argument to prove the absurdity of trusting the 
protection, safety, nay, very existence of the nation, to sa 
precarious a defence as that of our fleet alone. It was well 
known that France had at all times a powerful military 
force in the vicinity of our coasts ; and it was equally as well 
known, that, in the space of twenty-four hours, she mighty 
by pressing fishing-boats, small craft, &c. have it in her 
power, from Calais, and other ports in the channel, to in- 
vade us with such an army as would drive us to the neces- 
sity of fighting for our very existence and independence as* 
a nation. 

His Lordship entered, besides, into the consideration of 
what little dependence we ought to have on our militia^ 
from its present wretched and undisciplined state : and con- 
cluded with giving his assent to the resolution, on the ground, 
that national security, at the present tremendous period, 

called 
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called for a suitabfte miKtaf y defeficd ; atid that r>f course"rtone 
of the did coqw, in tbe.tcrpjj of/Ae rcsaJution^,;c(wW: be i 
spjrred.0utof the. kingdom^ wkl8fftil)b2i;birdrog the moatc^teiJ- : 
gcr<?<i8 .conscque!n.eei. .; :oiii, v/nliuiu hii .rfiuin- the ;.:;::i a-.:- 

f^\oi 'Saodtvkh.p.^d several ironical compliments to the 
nobleLJj<>rjd- ^ho spoke •Jiisie^x»alhi^?ig»e*ckn^^ te-ihe 

leit^J/and^vdluhility jcjf Jspe^jchj iwthwhiQfe^ciiiishe;lB«gCfltt? 
inAamoe, 2 hd feared h^dJPu^l.fweVJ^^tith hifeijradgn^fHe pHe-;. 
prcsMTOfldctJid.ooblejihd learned rLWiKdiicHic^ 
our natiO-nai w«akne«s by a^^^pjtoieij^tHe-iricrtbm::^^.!^^^ 
l)OB<tA the, contrary, and .was'iacJioed^o'Unnk iso. from. ife-^- 
noble :Jaorfl's own argument 5 foriwirclylf bis 'Lordship-im?*.- 
gintjd ;they.iiation to -be^ig the weak .arid ideif^eeleS$:.5tatQ!.. 
whioh ftad been represented by bis n^bl^ fri^ndei'and^lwhaoha^" 
the resoilution rwas? aupposcd tQ impcwty he-icqiUdihc^eBrdba^Cr: 
brought himself -to; point out'^he mezms of JHwa4&ge««F *»"« 
instruct our :enemic8>tQj attack qi wt-hjstjQcejs ;:te-gouW'"r 
never hav:e described the wretched state .gf -the national^niHfttiM 
tia, or as^^ertcd- thata British fle^dcnight be be^ofttwoit ml! 
equality ; -that the uncjertainiyi^ 6f . wiiids and.tid(B«Lreiidca»El- - 
our im'il <lefietice. precarious, mnd -not to.be ^t^lJ'jft^pefwljKt' 
05U -Miidi fest .would the noblelaOfdi:havfe.iaHudHd..to.i!i-;:i 
.stances iui support of. those argum^ts^ and, on -the 'wtiolc^--. - 
have conkendedj that; in spite of. ourrmval superiority, Frant^el -. 
iiiighti at; any I time, in the space rof - fbwr hqurs, [-Here lri» ■ 
Lordship was fcorrectcd, by being informed it was tkvjj^nttr;..: 
four hours;^] collect flatrbottomed boatp-, .fehing;yes5ftlsi-ai|4 : . 
other fniyll crafty and landman army in- thisi irfandj.^witji€>ujini: 
intcniiption, or indeed a :seeming,pps$ibility-pf*misc^rri?gfe€ 
His Lordship, having dwek a cpjisiderable' time ort those. -cifc^,^ 
cums.Uinccs, next proceeded to ex poscL what he caUe^itheif J: • 
absurdity ; he said, Jiis Lordship possessed ^uch tiranse^pcje^:'- 
abilities^ such a crowd pjf. i.dea^V'^^'as blessed .with su^h prompt.. . 
utteranije^ aiiKl;5iich a weight Qf eloiquence, he was alway*^- 
happy ia hearing hitn speak pi>. subjects he u nder stood; f.-^uft- ; 
assured hij»,i he never desired ItA find him on saltv/ater; there- 
he. wiii^. clearly }out of his clement. This beirig the ■case,^: 
ihoi^gH he w()ul,<}. scarcely ventyre^to contend with the learned . 
Lord jkipoi^.any other .gul^eqt;^ he would take thjj liberty J^. 3 -j 
set his Lovdship rig^tj previous tip which he thoughl pro- ^- 
pe^.toigivt his generalrSieiitimentsas to-,tb.e effect of the ea- -. 
quiry. He said ho was, from the first steps taken in this . 
business, totally against disclosing any; matter which :|night 
tend to expose to.foieign powers t.he state of this kingdom^ '-- 
or, in general, that of our naval or. military ^rength; and > 

his 
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his reasons were, that whatever was said in that House, 
immediately got abroad. He had heard, not long since, 
[alluding tt) a noise made upon re-entering of the House, 
after the first division,] a great bustle, occasioned by people, 
he supposed, entering the House by force. He perceived 
that the space below the Bar was crowded : he would not 
determine on the propriety or impropriety of admitting 
Grangers ; but certainly it was a fair consequence to draw, 
that foreign powers had their emissaries in that House, who 
would, by the very first opportunity, transmit home an ac- 
' count of what was then passing. Such being the case, he 
should have hardly thought it necessary to reply to the mat- 
ters thrown out by the learned Lord ; but that his silence 
might be construed into an acquiescence in what had been 
urged by his Lordship. On ^his account alone, he begged 
the indulgence of the House, for a few minutes, on the sub- 
ject of what came within his own knowledge^ both as a mem- 
ber, and as presiding at the admiralty-board. : 

On the first fact alluded to by the noble Lord, relative to 
the armament at Dunkirk, when the late Marshal Saxe came 
there, to command the troops destined to invade this king- 
dom, he contended, that the project was deemed wild, ab- 
surd> and impracticable ; and the event proved it was so ; 
for the vessels being obliged to lie in ;in open, dangerous 
road, the first heavy gale of wind which happened destroyed 
the transport vessels, dashed them against each other, which 
ended in their destruction, and defeated the project. Inde- 
pendent of this circumstance, he said, as long as we have a 
superior fleet, no embarkation at any port in the channel 
can possibly succeed. And even while the armament at 
Dunkirk was pending, he saw hogsheads of letters, both 
from persons resident at Dunkirk and elsewhere, and from 
officers serving in the intended expedition, totally repro- 
bating the folly, absurdity, and impracticability of the at- 
tempt, and earnestly wishing all thoughts of it were laid 
aside. 

His Lordship next ridiculed the learned Lord's assertions 
of an invasion from Calais. The learned Lord must first 
suppose, that an armamctit at that or any other port on the 
French coast in the channel, could be collected without 
our having any previous knowledge of it ; and his Lordship 
must likewise suppose, that, when collected and ready to 
sail, our fleet in the Downs would rest inactive, and let the 
armament pass without destroying it. But even granting 

Vol. IX, N that 
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come from him. If it was tru^, he thought it not proper for 
his Lordship to divulge it ; and administered one strong rea- 
son more to shew how extremely improper it was to lay be- 
fore that House, or rather to publish it to the very party who 
might be supposed to be the most interested in such a trans- 
action ; and it might besides inform our enemies, if necessity 
should call for such a measure, of the destination of our na- 
val force. 

On the whole, he thought it extremely imprudent, if not 
highly censurable, to expose our weakness, if any such weak-» 
n^ss existed ; and if it did not, the folly or blame was still 
increased ; but, above all, his Lordship condemned such parts 
of the learned Lord's speech as tended to invite a rupture 
with, or an attack from our foreign enemies. 

The Duke of Grafton said, he disapproved of the manner 
adopted by the last noble Lord, who spoke in the discussion 
of matters of such singular importance. He disclaimed 
every idea of introducing jest and merriment on the present 
occasion. He charged administration with all the evils that 
at present threatened this nation ; and reprehended, in terms 
bordering upon reproach, the authors of the implied impu- 
tation thrown out on those who obstructed the measures sup- 
ported by the noble Lord. His Grace observed, that the 
main argument used by his Lordship was of the most extra- 
ordinary kind he ever heard. " Opposition have testified 
their dissent of such and such measures ; they have foretold 
the events that would happen in consequence of them ; of 
course, opposition were the cause of those unhappy events." 
This, he insisted, was a language not to be endured. He 
trusted, that the day of enquiry and retribution was not far 
off; that the day was swiftly approaching on which such a 
defence dare not be avowed 5 or, if set up, would not be 
accepted of. He coijtended, that the nation had been be- 
trayed, misguided, and misled; and that every mischief 
which had already been brought upon us, or threatened the 
nation, had been occasioned by the inability, treachery, or 
design of those to whom the conduct of public affairs had 
been entrusted. From ministers every evil originated ; from 
them, of course, redress or satisfaction would be ultimately 
sought and obtained. The Sovereign was surrounded by 
such men ; he was advised by evil counsellors. The nation, 
in consequence of their power and influence over the Sove- 
reign, was led to the brink of ruin. It was now become 
absolutely necessary that such councils should continue no 

N 2 longer 
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longer to operate or mislead. The nation called ' for other 
men and other measures ; and he was certain both would 
be required, and must be obtained. The throne was not 
only surrounded by weak, but,' he feared, wicked men. If, 
in the general mode of conducting the affairs of govern- 
ment, ministers were supported in carrying thrbugh doubt- 
ful measures, not in their possible consequences of any great 
importance ; if, on such occasions, even improper compli- 
ances took place, and that an acquiescence might be fairly 
interpreted into a support of government ; if, in such a sup- 
posed case, the influence of the crown, and the power of 
those acting under its authority, might be supposed, on ac- 
count of favours granted or promised, to bias the general 
' conduct of Parliament; the evils resulting, if any, from 
this influence and these motives, might be remedied, or re- 
moved, when they were discovered ; but, in a case like the 
present, when the very existence of the nation depended on 
the issue, he hoped no man would suffer himself to be led by 
such an improper influence, or to be guided by such base, 
sordid, and unworthy motives. He was once in office him- 
self ; and by evety light he could obtain then, and both 
before and since, he was fully justified in affirming, that the 
nation, should the measures now pursuing be persisted in, 
let the promised event of them be what they might, could 
not much longer bear the burden. What he was now go- 
ing to offer, was but the opinion of a private man ; but if 
his information was not very ill fouhded indeed, he could 
venture to affirm, that a war with France was swiftly ap- 
proaching. He would not pretend to fix the exact time; 
but he undertook to say, it would take place within the pe- 
riod of three months at the farthest, if a peace with America 
was not immediately agreed to. A peace with America* lie 
ventured to predict, would ensure the continuance of peace 
with our natural enemies 3 without that, a war with the lat- 
ter was inevitable. 

His Grace next endeavoured to shield his learned friend 
from the wanton attacks of the noble Lord who spoke befcHe 
him. He con'irmed the fact alluded to by the learned Lord^ 
relative to' the affair of Conflans's fleet ; and lamented the 
absence of the noble Lord [Lord HawkeJ who could have 
so properly informed their Lordships on that subject, as well 
as several other matters mentioned in the course of the de- 
bate. He said, he well remembered that we had notice of 
a very formidable armament being preparing ta sail from 
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A. 1778. DEBATES. i8i 

Brest in the winter 1759 ; and that Sir Edward, now Lord 
Hawke, was ordered to watch its motions. What was the 
consequence ? The admiral stationed off Ushant, where he 
was ordered to cruize, was blown into Torbay by contrary 
wind. The same wind that compelled him to return to 
Torbay from his station, served the French fleet under Con- 
flans to come out of Brest water, and to collect the trans- 
ports, in order to proceed towards Ireland, to invade that 
kingdom. So matters stood at the very instant Providence 
interposed. A brisk wind sprung up, not only to enable the 
admiral to quit Torbay, and return to his former station, 
but to catch the French flefet, struggling with a hard gale to 
call their transports out of port ; from which his Grace drew 
this inference, that our naval defence, however superior or 
formidable, was not sufficient, solely, to protect us from an 
invasion. 

. Earl of Sandwich denied that the present ministry were 
unpopular, and said, that in all probability the people would 
not, were they out of office, ask the advice of any Lord on 
the other side of the House. He added, that our fleet was 
sufficiently strong to repel any naval force that could be sent 
against us. 

Upon the question being put, that the noble Lord do leave 
the chair, the committee divided, when the numbers were, 
contents 34, non-contents 91. 

Committee adjourned to February 6. 

House adjourned to February 4. 
February 4. 

The Earl of Abingdon, When I made my last motion to 
your Lordships for a call of the Judges, in order to take 
their opinions upon the legality of raising regiments for his 
Majesty's service without the sanction of Parliament, 1 had 
two reasons for doing so. 

My first reason was, my own conscious want of legal 
knowledge to decide upon so important a case. 

My second, that the twelve judges, like the twelve apostles, 
being upright men^ [and yet, my Lords, even among these 
apostles, there was one Judas Iscariot, Who, as that reve- 
rend bench will tell us, betrayed his master ; and with a kiss 
too, my Lords. God forbid that, under such semblance of 
attachment, there be any Judas Iscariot among our judges !] 
I say, my Lords, that the judges having not now on the 
fetters of corruption, [for, my Lords, corruption has taken 
an higher course, and it is our legislators, and not our 
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judges, that are corrupt,] I was in hopes to have found in 
them^ or at least in a majority of them, an honest and unbias- 
sed opinion. 

These, my Lords, were the motives of my motion : but 
there was still other ground I had to rest it upon. I had 
conceived that the judges, being the constitutional atten- 
dants of this House, to advise with th m in joints of law, 
was the very reason of their being so ; and that it was of 
right in every peer of the House, for the more safe and bet- 
ter direction of his vote and conduct, to call for their at- 
tendance to this end: but, my Lords, instead of this, I 
find that none have a right to information that are "not in the 
majority. If the majority think fit, the judges may give 
their opinion 3 if they do not, the minority must remain in 
ignorance. 

It has been objected, that no single Lord has a right to call 
for attendance of the judges. In the fjrst place, I deny the 
fact, that any single Lord did call for their attendance. It 
was the voice of many, and of those who ought to have the 
greatest weight with this House ; but if it had not been so, 
and I were alone in this motion, I would maintain the pri- 
vilege in my own person. Let the journals of the House 
shew an order to the contrary. 

Another objection was on account of the inexpediency of 
putting such a question to the judges. Good God ! my 
Lords, can it ever be inexpedient to know right from 
vnonr -^ C'^n it be inexpedient to determine legality from 
iljegalir . "^8 it not our duty to do this ? I only ask to have 
the lavv s -^T tue l-md expounded to me. I required nothing 
ilicgal; i.:i I desired was information; intending, that if 
tliis i-iiode of raising men was legal, to propose an association 
CI ihe independent whigs of this country, for the purpose of 
embodying troops to defend the King and preserve the Con- 
stitution. If it be illegal, how durst ministers countenance - 
and encourage illegality. 

A third objection was, that I had not proved the fact that 
. regiments were raising without the sanction of Parliament, 
My Lords, this quibble might well become a pleader at the 
Old Bailey, but it was unbecoming of him from whom it 
came, and of the dignity of this House. Your Lordships 
would hardly forccone of yourselves to bring witnesses to the 
bar to prove a fact of so much, notoriety. But, my Lords, I 
. will trouble your Lordships no more upon this head. Per- 
ceiving that the present ministers are ready to vote away that 
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privilege which a better ministry would wish to preserve, I 
shall withdraw my motion for the attendance of the judges, 
and will take the sense of this House upon those points which 
were intended to be propounded to them. 

My Lords, it cannot be expected of me, that I enter 
minutely into the discussion of the great and important ques- 
tion that I am now about to submit to your Lordships' con- 
sideration. As this would have been the business of the 
judges, •-'had they attended, so must I now leave it to the 
wiser and the better informed of this House : but, my Lords, 
as your Lordships may expect my sense of this matter, it is 
my duty not to with-hold it from you. 

My Lords, I will read to your Lordships an advertise- 
ment from a public paper, which I have in my hand. 

[Here the advertisement from the London Tavern was 
read. *j 

My Lords, if this be not unconstitutional, I know not 
what is. In my poor opinion, it is not only the most no- 
torious violation of the rights of Parliament that has hap- 
pened since the levying of ship-money, but when I compare 
the cases together, ^nd consider what has been done since, 
in the establishment of our constituti9n, I can see no diffe- 
rence between them. They both, to me, appear equally 
unconstitutional. 

Charles the First exacted money from his subjects, with- 
out the authority of Parliament. Here, my Lords, is a set 
of contractors, under the immediate influence of the crown, 
and would-be-contractors, with such like vermin of the state, 
entering into a very large subscription of money [pending 
the sitting of Parliament, and without its authority] for 
raising mon to serve his Majesty, in what manner he shall 
see fit. 

I am aware, my Lprds, I shall be told, that the one is 
a voluntary act, and that the other was the effect of com- 
pulsion ; but this, my Lords, makes no alteration in the 
case. It was the thing obtained, and not the mode of ob- 
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taining it, that constituted the illegality. It was the money 
that Charles wanted, that he might have nothing to say ta 
his Parliament; and whether he obtained it by exaction, or 
by gift, the danger and the illegality were the same. 

It is true, the petition of right says, that no man shall 
be compelled to make or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, 
tax, or such like charge, without common consent by act 
of Parhament ;" but, my Lords, it is not by the letter of the 
law that Parliament is to be directed, but by its meaning, and 
the spirit of the constitution. And, my Lords, what is thq 
meaning of the law herein, and the spirit of the* constitu^ 
tion ? It is, my Lords, and no Lord of Parliament will 
venture to deny it, that the King shall receive no supplies 
but through the medium of Parliament ; for this is to make 
the King independent of Parliament, and to make ParKa- 
ment an useless burthen upon the nation. Money is power; 
money produces armies, and against armies the liberties of 
this country cannot contend. And yet, my Lords, here is 
money subscribing, in vast sums, for raising armies, to the 
use of the crown, without grant of Parliament, 

My Lords, I -will repeat and aver, that there is no diffe-* 
rence between this case, and the case of ship-money ; for the 
crown is dependent on Parliament for every national supply. 
Let us now see what the Bill of Rights says : 

The Bill of Rights declares, ** that the levying of money for, 
or to the use of the crown, by pretence of prerogative^ 
without grant of Parliament, for a longer tilne, or in any 
other manner than the same is or shall be granted, is ille- 
gal.*' My Lords, to levy money is to raise money. I 
know no other meaning belonging to the term ; and is not 
this then raising money to the use of the crown without 
grant of Parliament ? and for the worse purpose too— -for the 
purpose of raising men in arms ; not, my Lords, [as ha? 
been suggested, to mislead this House] as recruits for the 
army voted by Parliament, but as new regiments, for the 
wisdom of the crown to dispose of. 

But now, my Lords, I shall be told that this has been 
done before. I shall have precedents quoted upon me, and 
I shall hear that the same thing was done in the last rebel- 
lion. But, my Lords, besides, that precedent cannot alter 
the constitution, upon what plea was it done? Upon the 
tyrant's plea: the plea of necessity. England was invaded 
by Scotch rebels, and the now loyal county of Lancaster was 
in rebellion too^ against his present Majesty's grandfather. 

this 
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This was the necessity, and I hope it will never exist 
again ; but even when this necessity urged the measure, what 
was said against it ? 

I will tell your Lordships from a speechof Mr. Humphry 
Sydenham, in the House of Commons, in the year 1746 ; he 
said, '* I must observe tliat this way of raising money for 
the public service, by the subscription of private men, is 
such an incroachment upon the privileges of this House, and 
of such dangerous consequences to the liberties of the Na» 
tion, that, in my opinion, it highly deserves our censure." 

This was the language, even in those days, when we had 
a rebellion raging in the very heart of the kingdom; 
and if it was tlien thought an encroachment uppn the privi- 
leges of Parliament, and of dangerous consequences to the 
liberties of the Nation, what must it now be, when the re- 
bellion, if it be a rebellion, is 3000 miles distant from us ? 

There is one thing more I will bring to your Lordships' 
notice. 

The only excuse, for I will not call it an argument, I 
have ever heard of the right of Parliament to tax the colo- 
nies, and of course, for this nefarious war, is, ' that if the 
colonies give free grant to the crown, as has been customary 
to do uponiequisition, the crown might become independent 
on Parliament for supplies.'* This was the cry of ministers, 
to hide their worse designs. This was the doctrine of our 
pulpits. It was the terrifying apprehension of Parliament ; 
and therefore, say Parliament, the Americans shall not give 
and grant their own money to make the crown independent 
of Parliament, but we will give and grant their money for 
them. Let us not then, my Lords, suffer that to be done 
under our very noses, which was the pretence of levying a 
savage war upon America. 

Shall thousands and tens of thousands of pounds be laid at 
the feet of the crown^ without even the knowledge of Par- 
liament, and those who do it receive honours from the 
crown for so doing, whilst we remain unconcerned spectators 
thereof? My Lords, let our example inform the other 
House of Parliament of its danger. I confess, my Lords, 
I am alarmed at these proceedings, and I will tell your Lord- 
ships why. 

When Tories, Jacobites, and Scotsmen, are the first ad- 
dressers for taking away the liberties of three millions of his 
Majesty's subjects in America, and are now the first to take 
up arms in this country, common sense tells me,, that tb^e 
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is something more* in this than mere loyalty to the House of 
Hanover. 

It is my loyalty then to the King, it is my duty to Par- 
liament^ and my zeal for the liberties of the people, that is 
the pause of my alarm. These are the motives, which, from 
much loved retirement, has brought me forth into the busy 
scenes of life ; and which nothing could reconcile to my dis- 
position but a sense of my duty. 

My Lords, I will now submit to your Lordships, two re- 
solutions for the adoption of this House, without any other 
recommendation of them than their own importance. 

Resolved, that it be the opinion of this House, that the 
giving or granting of money, as private aids, or benevolen- 
ces, without the sanction of Parliament, for the purpose of 
raising armies for his Majesty's service, is against the spirit 
of the constitution, and the letter of the law. 

Resolved, that it be the opinion of this House, that the 
obtaining of money by subscription, and under the direction 
of a committee of the subscribers, to be applied in raising of 
men for bis Majesty's service, in such manner as his Majesty 
shall think fit, is not only unconstitutional and illegal, but a 
direct infringement of the rights, and an absolute breach of 
the privileges of Parliament.** ' 

Earl Gower said, such language as had been made use of 
by the noble Earl, had never before been uttered in either 
House of Parliament. 

Lord Cardiff ^diii^ the Scots had wiped off the stigma of. 
rebellion, by their many recent proofs of loyalty. In the 
last war such subscriptions were not reprobated, but en- 
couraged. 

Earl of Effingham said, in the war of 1/56, ten regiments 
had been raised without the interposition of Parliament ; but 
that there was at that time a standing act of the Houses, 
called an act of credit, by which their sanction was extended, 
in such a predicament, to all the operations of the crown. 
He said, that, so far from the concurrence of Parliament be- 
ing unnecessary on those occasions, there was an act of 
Parliament made in the reign of Charles the Second. The 
act was read.* 

His 

•AnnolS.Car. R. 2 1 WEE your Majesties most loyal and 

No. S J obedient subjects, the Lords and Com- 

noos in Parliament assembled, taking into consideration your 

Majesty's 



A, 1778. DEBATES. I87 

His Lordship observed, that these restrictions implied the 
power of imposing ; and thzft the subscriptions, though in 
some measure voluntarily conferred, had their origin and 
authority from Parliament. * 

Earl 



Majesty's great and important occasions for a speedy supply of 
monies, which can noe waies be so reddyly raised as by a free and 
voluntary present to your Majesty from those who are able and 
willing to aide your Majesty in this siiddaine exigency, as a testi- 
mony of their afTections to your Majesty, and in ease of the poorer 
sort of your subjects, doe therefore beseech your Majesty, that it 
^may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King's most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords and 
Commons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the au- 
thority of the same, that your Majesty may issue out such and so 
many several commissions under your Majesty's Great Seal of Eng- 
land, into the several counties, cities, towns corporate, and all 
other places in England and Wales, and town of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, directed to such persons as your Majesty shall think fit, 
for the receiving of such subscriptions as your Majesty's good sub- 
jects shall voluntarily offer for supply of your Majesty's pressing 
occasions ; and likewise to issue such other commissionft to such 
other persons as your Majesty shall think fitt, for collecting and re- 
ceiving the monies so subscribed, the acquittances of which re- 
spective receivers, or of any one of them, are immediately to be 
raade, and given without any fee, upon payment made, and shall 
be an absolute discharge for the sume so described ; and in case 
such subscriptions shall, upon any occasion, be returned into the 
court of Exchequer, or any other place, the payment thereof shall 
be likewise returned together with the same, provided that no 
process shall issue out of the exchequer against any person so sub- 
scribing but within two years next after the passing of this act. 
And for the better execution of the said service, the said commis- 
sioners of the counties, citties, townes corporate, and all other 
places aforesaid respectively, shall, and are hereby enjoined, with 
all convenient speed, after the issuing put and receite of the said 
respective commissions, to meet together at the most usual and 
common place of meeting, within each of the said county s, cities, 
towns corporate, and all other places ; and the said commissioners, 
or so many of them as shall be present at the said first general 
meeting, or the piajor part of them, may, by them, by their con- 
sents and agreements, sever themselves into hundreds, i:^pes, wa- 
pentakes, wardes, and other places within their respective limitts, 
in such manner and forme as to them shall seeme expedient ; and 
§hall likewise, from tyme to tyme, give notice of the respective 
"tymes and places of their meetings ^ to the end that any persons, 

bodies 
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Earl of Suffolk said, the royal prerogative varied with the 
times. Being the executive part of tlie legislature, the royal 
authority was, in many instances, not subject to the slow de- 
liberation of Parliament. In the year 1/45, during the late 
rebeilion in Scotland, when the three celebrated rebels^ 
Kilmarnock, Cromartie and Balmarino, were tried, Lord 
Hardwicke took an opportunity on that occasion to obviate 
a public clam<>ur which liad originated from the same kind 
of subscriptions that now prevail ; and his opinion, as so- 
lemnly pronounced, his Lordsjiip had now transcribed, and 
begged leave to read to the House. The contents of the 
paper were, to signify, that though several persons" had ob- 
jected to the custom of supplying his Majesty's levies by 
voluntary contributions, yet he would take upon him to af- 
iirm, that the practice was perfectly legal and warrantable, 
and that such notions were no less seditious than unwise. 
Being convinced, from these circumstances, in the first place^. 
that there could not be a nobler display of British spirit 
than this unsolicited mode of assistance ; and, in the second 
place, from the great authority he had quoted, that it was 
entirely legal, he opposed the present motion as it then stood> 
and proposed an amendment, that immediately after the 
words, *' resolved, that it is the opinion of this House," 
should follow, ^' that voluntary subscriptions of money, to 
be applied towards compleating the troops which his Ma- 
jesty has ordered at this time to be levied for the public ser- 
vice, are contributions for legal purposes, made in a war- 
nmtable manner, and highly meritorious." 

The 



bodies politick or corporate, may, if they please, resort to them, 
and make such offers or present to. your Majesty as their own 
tcarts shall prompt them to. 

Provided alwaies, that no person, not being a Peere of this 
lealme, shall, in such offer or present to your Majestic, exceed the 
same of 200l. nor any Peere of this realme the sume of 4ool. Pro* 
Tided also, that no commissions, to be issued out by virtue of this 
act, shall be of force, or continue, as to the receiving of any 
monies, or subscriptions for monies, after the feast of St. John the 
Baptist, which shall be in the year of our Lord One Thousand Six 
Hundred and Sixty and Two. And bee it hereby declared, that no 
commissions or aides of this nature can be issued out, or levied, bat 
by authority of Parliament ; that this act, and the supply hereby 
{rantedj shall not be drawne into example for the tyme to come. 
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The Duke of Richmond said, he was exceedingly surprised 
at this turn which was given to the main question, called an 
amendment. He said, the noble Lord who moved the origi- 
nal question had dealt fairly and candidly by the House, in 
explaining, long before they met, the substance of what he 
had to propose ; that the question was now totally altered, 
and consequently many noble Lords unprepared to speak to 
it, and hoped therefore the noble Lord would withdraw his 
amendment. 

Lord Camden contended on the same ground. The first 
noble Lord observing, that, as long as ever he had been in 
Parliament, he had never known an instance of the whole 
question being carried off in that manner. Was it, says he, 
contracted or extended ; did the amendment go to soften 
or explain any part of the original motion, it would be quite 
fair and parliamentary ; but to take it all away but a few 
formal words in the beginning, was such a step as he hoped, 
for the honour of Parliament, would never be adopted in 
that House. 

Earl of Mansjield TosCy and after expressing his sorrow that 
the arguments of the several Lords who had spoken, had been 
founded in the spirit of altercation, declared, that the pain 
which he had felt on finding a debate conducted with ill-hu- 
mour, induced him, even at that moment, to rise and endea- 
vour, to conciliate the minds of their Lordships, and brihg 
them back to a proper consideration of the subject on which 
both the original question and the proposed amendment were 
founded. The fairest and best mode of effecting this, the 
Earl said, would be to adopt the most frank and candid line 
of conduct, and .to revert to the original matter before the 
House. The noble Lord who opened the business of the day^ 
had read two propositions, and moved one. Precedents there 
were doubtless, on the journals, and those in great number, 
which sanctified the entirely, overturning a motion, by mov- 
ing an amendment, the form and purport of which were 
directly opposite to the intent and aim of those words whose 
place in the motion the amendment was intended to supply ; 
but however such Parliamentary craft might be supported by 
custom and usage, when a question was seriously proposed . 
with an intention to investigate a point worthy the attention 
of their Lordships, he could not but be of opinion, that it 
was more noble, wise and candid, to canvas the merits of the 
question fully, and get rid of it by a negative upon a divi- 
sion, than thus to prevent its being entered upon by moving 

an 
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an amendment, and rendering that the subject of debate* 
Having said this, his Lordship declared, he wished the noble 
Lord who moved the amendment would adopt his-sentiments^ 
and withdraw the amendment, which, if he thought proper, 
he might afterwards renew in the form of a motion ; and 
urged their Lordships to debate it, when the noble Earl's pro- 
positions were disposcilof, either by being carried affirnu* 
lively, or lost on a division. 

. The Earl said, as he was upon his legs, he would speak a 
word of two relative to the propositions made by the noble 
Earl, and which he meant to have given his sentiments upon, 
had they stood the only subjects of debate. They were in 
their nature and form two-fold. The first stated a fact ; the 
second grounded a resolution upon that fact. He had several 
objections to each, and some that went to both. With re- 
gard to the first, it was not regular in point of form : it stated 
a supposed fact, viz. that money was raisedillegally and un- 
constitutionally. Where was the proof? How was the alle- 
gation made out ? Upon what had the noble Earl rested it? 
In the opening of his speech he had produced what ? A pub- 
lic newspaper, from which he had read an advertisement, in- 
timating, that a meeting of merchants and others had been 
held at the London Tavern, when a subscription was entered 
into for the purpose of raising money to strengthen the hands 
of government, llie words of the motion had no reference 
to the newspaper, or if they had, was that ground for their 
Lordships to proceed upon? Was newspaper authority, and 
that vaguely introduced, proof sufficient to establish a fact to 
the satisfaction of that House? Did the newspaper (taking 
it for gralited that it was competent evidence to satisfy their 
Lordships that a meeting was held for the purpose of raising 
money to present to the King) shew that the money was 
raised illegally and unconstitutionally ? Their Lordships 
would act most unbecomingly to form resoluticms upon mat- 
ters- of rumour ; they could not proceed to decide sine teste ei 
sinejudice; they must alwayshave facts, matters proved to the* 
satisfaction of the whole House to be facts, as the ground of 
their, proceedings. With regard to the motion of the noble 
Earl, it was a mere allegation without a proof, thence liable 
to challenge, liable to contradiction : for one, he discredited 
it ; he could not believe that money was raised by the meet- 
ing of the London Tavern either illegally or unconstitu- 
tionally ; that it was raised for the service of the King, he verily 
believed, and who should gainsay it ? Every man might give 

the 
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the King" money, as was well known ; it was equally well 
known, that every man might either give or leave the King 
land ; it had been often done, and no person ever dreamt of 
its being illegal. 

With regard to the second proposition, the very terms of 
it were 'inapplicable; supposing the fact to be, that money 
was raised as the first proposition stated, could such sub- 
scriptions be deemed benevolences-? The donations so nomi- 
nated" in antient times, though called free gifts, were noto- 
riously the contrary ; men were, when a commission for pub- 
lic benevolences to the crown was issued, compelled to con- 
tribute, and, if they refused, or with-held their proportion, 
they lost their liberty, and were sent to prison. At the same 
time let the noble Lords consider for what was the present 
subscription made— to assist the King with levy money ; a 
matter often practised, and always essentially serviceable to 
the state. The King, by his prerogative, was empowered 
to levy men, and raise an army. When men were raised, the 
new levies were reported to Parliament, whose duty it wa3 
to provide for their subsistence, in case they did not think 
the levies improper, and pass a censure upon them by giving 
their negative. The nation could not be injured in the pre- 
sent case, the professed purpose of the public subscriptions 
was to furnish additional levy money to make the ^bounties 
larger than government generally gave, and by that means 
to quicken and render more easy the filling of the old corps, 
and completing the army. Supposing even that more men 
were raised than were enough to complete the number, what 
would be the consequence r The King must apply to Parlia- 
ment for more subsistence money. It was in the power of ei- 
ther House to negative the new levies, and what then ? Why 
then, as many of the new levies as Parliament negatived, 
must be disbanded, the money subscribed by individuals 
would be lost, and what mischief would be done the nation, 
or what injury would the liberty of the subject, or the privi- 
lege of Parliament sustain ? In answer to the argument urged, 
that Parliament ought to be consulted as to the raising of 
men previous to new levies of any kind, long experience 
had shewed the impolicy of such a custom, and therefore it 
was never practised. The King, in raising an army, as in 
making a subsidiary treaty, never applied to Pattiament till 
after each was effected ; and it had for ages been deemed a 
• sufficient security to the constitution, that Parliament had a 

power 
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power to disband the one, or set aside the other, by passuig 
its negative upon either; 

The Earl further said, that the question contained in the 
second proposition was by no means new to him : he had 
heard it agitated before, particularly in the year of the re- 
bellion, when twelve nobleraert raised regiments, when vo- 
luntary subscriptions were frequent in all parts of the king* 
dom, and when the public spirit w^as'so far roused, that in 
some parishes persons went from house to house, collecting 
and receiving contributions for the service of governmenti 
This latter matter, the Earl declared, was thought highly 
improper by many, and for this reason— it in some sort ap- 
proached the nature of the benevolences formerly obtained ; 
for although it did not compel contributions from individuals 
nnder pain of imprisonment, it was so far compulsory, that 
those who refused were marked persons, and held out to their 
iieighbours as such. But even under this idea, it never was 
deemed a violation of the privilege of Parliament, or uncon^ 
stitutional 5 on the contrary, a very great magistrate^ a verjr 
sound constitutional lawyer, and a most upright man, the 
Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, who, as the House would, bis 
Lordship said, be doubted not, readily believe, was not apt 
to give his opinion without due consideration, had taken oc- 
casion, previous to the condemnation of the three Lords who 
suffered for their assisting in the rebellion, to deliver his sen- 
timents upon the legality of raising men by voluntary sub- 
scriptions of levy-money in the most clear and emphatical 
terms, in the language of truth and conviction, in the very 
words which had in the course of the debate been read to the 
House by the noble E^rl who moved the amendment : nor 
Was practice merely to be traced to that a^ra ; a more recent 
instance had occurred in the year 1759, when the common- 
council of the city of London met in form, and voted levy* 
money. The subscription, indeed, was not ver^'' great, 
amounting only to about 7000I. It was followed, however, 
by other subscriptions of the great companies, merchants, 
&c, and sufficiently shewed the spirit of the people; and 
what then ensued ? Was it reprobated as unconstitutional ? 
Were the subscriptions deemed dangerous and illegal? No, 
Mr Secretary Pitt wrote a very florid letter back to the city, 
thanking them for their zeal, and applauding them for their 
loyalty and public spirit. The letter was easily to be seen, 
and it would be found, on reverting to it, to contain the se- 
cretary 
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fcretary of state's approbation of the measure conveyed in the 
Strongest terms that language would allow. 

After a great variety of arguments, most of them support- 
ed by precedents j in proof that assisting the King with levy- 
money in moments of public exigency, was neither unconsti- 
tutional nor illegal, nor ah infringement of the rights and 
privileges of Parliament, the Earl concluded with declaring^ 
that he highly approved of the public subscriptions for that 
purpose; that he thought the individuals who subscribed 
acted a very meritorious partj and deserved every encomium 
their Lordships could bestow upon their conduct ; for which 
feason he should give his negative to the propositions read> 
and the motion made by the noble Earl. 

Lord Camden spoke in reply to Lord Mansfield j and began 
with observing, that had the noble Earl early in the debate 
given his sentiments on the irregularity of quashing the no- 
ble Earl*s motion, by moving an amendment totally foreign 
to the purport of it, he should have been exceedingly happy, 
as it might have assisted their Lordships materially ^ by bring- 
ing on a debate on the question really before the House, and 
which was of too important a nature to be taken up hastily, 
or, by the bye, as the noble Earl had done. His Lordship 
de^red his aversion to speaking to any motion which was 
not fairly and fully before the House ; he could not, ho^^- 
ever, he declared^ consistently with his feelings, forbear say- 
ing a few words in answer to the sentiments and positions of 
the noble Earl, who had, as it were, thrown out his opinion 
casually, although that opinion, unresisted and unreplied to, 
gave their Lordships a colourable pretext for passing a nega- 
tive on the motion of the noble Earl who had made the two 
propositions. 

With regard to the matter of fact on which the first propo- 
sition was grounded, he appealed to their Lordships if any 
one of them felt the least doubt of there having been a meet- 
ing held, as the advertisement in the newspaper specified, of a 
subscription having been agreed on and made at that meeting, 
and of that subscription being intended for the purpose of 
raising men without the Sanction of Pariiament. The points 
were too evident either to be argued away, or painted in any 
colours which would so disguise the truth as to prevent its 
being obvious to every one of their Lordships. The great 
matter therefore for the consideration of the House, was, whe- 
ther the money so raised and applied was a legal and consti- 
tutional act, and whether it was not a violent infringement 
Vol, IX. O ©t 
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of the rights and privileges of Parliament ? The noble Lord 
who spoke last had contended, that the money was raised 
merely to be given in aid of the levy money ; a matter which^ 
in his humble conception, so far from being proveable, could 
not in any shape be maintained. On the contrary, the pro* 
fessed purpose of the meeting of the London Tavern was to 
subscribe money to raise men^ a position daringly illegal and 
truly alarming. It was true, since the intended motion of the 
noble Earl had been made public, the committee who ma- 
naged the London Tavern subscription had already altered 
their tone» and had advertised, that upon due consideration 
they meant to apply the subscription merely to the purpose of 
increasing the bounty money ; but this was an act of their 
own, not sanctioned by, and expressly contrary to, the design 
of their constituents when they became subscribers. The 
present was a question of the most serious importance tint 
could be agitated before their Lordships. Every gift to, his 
Majesty for public purposes was an aid, and had long since 
been wisely marked out as a breach of the privileges of Par- 
liament. Nor was the doctrine that no mischief could arise^ 
supposing that more levies were made than Parliament would 
approve, by any means a justification for raising them witb-^ 
out the consent of Parliament, even were the assertion true 
i« fact^ and let the noble Lords ask their own feelings if it 
were so. When a numerous army was raised, might they 
not defy Parliament ? Might not armed levies resist the silent 
votes, of the senate? Might they not turn public plunderers^ 
and assume the legislative power ? and who would be able 
to prevent them ? Would either, or both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, or even the three branches of the legislature combined) 
find it in their capacity to stop the mischief ? 

These were not the sentiments of a lunatic mind^ they 
were sentiments warranted by sound reason and commoti 
sense. History afforded instances of the danger of a large 
body of forces being raised by individuals ; hence the cau- 
tion of our forefathers against standing armies, hence the jea- 
lousy of Parliament, and hence the wary eye with which 
Parliament had always guarded the attempt of individuals to 
raise men. In times of great public danger, in times of un- 
common exigency, what at other periods might be not only 
imprudent, but at all times illegal, might be warrantable. 
The tyrant's plea, state necessity, had sanctioned many mea- 
sures not strictly justifiable with regard to their reference to 
the constitution. On this ground the raising regiments and 

other 
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other acts in the service of government in the time of the last 
rebellion, as mentioned by the noble Lord> were to be excu- 
sed ; rebellion then stalked with giant steps towards the me- 
tropolis ; it penetrated the heart of the kingdom ; it was ap- 
proaching the door of the King's palace; and it was certainly 

• right, in such a moment, to provide for the public safety^ 
by the best means the nature of the case would admit : but, 
in his opinion, the case was widely different now, nay, so jea- 
lous was he of injuring the canstitutio|i, by adding to the 
influence of the crown, already most dangerously great and 
extensive, that his Lordship declared that he did not think 
a war in a distant part of the dominions a justification of the 
King's increasing his army without the consent of his Par- 
liament. With regard to the present subscriptions, he said 
he had not a doubt of their falling directly within the mean- 
ing of the noble Earl*s motion, each committee for raising 
taoncy to be used '* as the King should in his wisdom think 
fit,*' that at the London Tavern, and that at Bristol, had 
Msumed a legislative power, and had acted in that capacity 
in which the Parliament only were empowered to act, agree- 
able to the spirit of the constitution and the meaning of the 
bill of rights. 

His Lordship declared that he suspected the meaning of 
the subscriptions, and the use of the regiments raised, the 
rather because the contributors to the first were chiefly con- 
tractors, men who gave a penny to the public purse with 
the view of robbing it of a Ipound ; and the latter were 
raised in Liverpool, .Manchester, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, in each of which places it was notorious many of 

^ those principally concerned in the last rebellion resided ; he 
said, he could not therefore but be jealous of the sincerity of 
such loyalists, and rather thirjk they had abandoned the man 
in whose cause they formerly were so active, than eitlier 
the cause itself or the measures most adviseable to further 
it. 

His Lordship concluded his speech with observing, that 
however he might admire professions of loyalty and attach- 
ment to the person of thq King, he never could approve of 
such professions when they were accompanied with sentiments 
of passive obedience and non-resistance. 

Soon after this Lord Suffolk withdrew his amendment, and' 
- the House divided on the original motion. Contents 30, 
Non-contents 90. 

February 5. 
No debate. 

O 1 FeSruar^ 
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February 6. 

The House in committee on the state of the nation. Lord 
Scarsdale in the chair. 

.The Duke of Richmond desired Mr. Alderman Wool- 
dridge might be called to th^ bar. As it would be a tedious 
attempt to trace the examination, by question and answer^ we. 
shall give the substance of the information as delivered by the 
several witnesses examined. 

Mr. fFboIdridge stated the number of ships lost by capture, 
or destroyed by American privateers, since the commencement 
of the war, to be 733, of which,- after deducting for those 
retaken and restored, there remained 559 > the value of whicli, 
including the ships, their cargoes, ^c. amounted^ upoai 
very moderate calculation, to 1,800,633/. IBs. 

Of these ships, 24/ were ships trading to the West Indies 
and the island of Jamaica. 

In proof of the correctness of this state of the number 
and amount of the value of the ships lost, he produced a manu- 
script account, which he declared he had made out, with the 
assistance of Mr. Hake, secretary to the society of merchants 
and others, subscribers to Lloyd's coffee-house, where a book, 
containing a faithful register of all the ships that sailed out- 
ward, or were entered inward, from and at all the ports in 
Great Britain and Ireland, with the names of the owners and 
captains, the account of their last voyage, tonnage, state of 
repair, and quality, waS kept with the most minute correct- 
ness ; and from which book his account was taken. 

The Alderman further stated, that the average value of a 
ship and cargo, trading to Jamaica, was 8000/. on her out- 
ward, 10,000/. on her homeward voyage. 

That the average value of a ship and cargo, trading to the 
other West India islands, was 606OL outward, and 8000/. 
homeward. 

That insurance before the war was two per cent, to Ame- 
rica, and 2ir per cent, to North Carolina, Jamaica, fcfr. 

That insurance to America, Africa, and the West Indies, 
was now more than double, even with the convoy; and 
without convoy, unless the ship was a ship of force, 15 per 
cent. 

That seamen's wages were now raised from twenty-five 
and twenty-eight, to fifty-five, and, in some instances, up as 
high as three pounds five shillings per month. 

That the increased value of sugars, i^c. paid the mer- 
chants sufficiently for the increased point of insurance^ but 

the 
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the weight fell on the consumer of the commodities exported 
and imported. 

That the various articles formerly imported fron; America 
were now considerably advanced in price. Tobacco from 7d. 
halfpenny a pound to 2s, Ad. Picth from 8j. a barrel to 35j» 
tar, turpentine, oil and pig iron had risen in the same pro- 
portion. Indigo, and some other articles, had increased in 
price, but not quite so much as the articles above-mentioned. 

That there had been upon the seas during the war 1 73 sail 
of American privateers ; the first of which (that the mer- 
chants heard' of) was the Yankee privateer, taken and brought 
ihto the port of London in the m6nth of May 1 776. 

That about 34 of the 173 had been taken and destroyed 
by our men of war, cruizers, armed ships, i^c. 
- That in the said number [173] of American privateers, 
there were at least 13000 and odd seamen, and 2000 and odd 
carriage guns, exclusive of swivels and cohorns. 

In proof of the < orrectness of these accounts of the num- 
ber of American yri/ateers, seamen and guns, the Alderman 
declared, that he made out his list from the letters received 
. by the owners of English ships (which had been taken) from 
the captains of such ships, who always stated in their letters 
where they were, where they were taken, the names of the 
captors, the size and tonnage of their ships, the number of 
their guns, and the number of their men, and also from the 
Admiralty office account of captures by the King's ships, 
published in the London Gazette. That he had averaged the 
men at 80 in each ship, which was a calculation ot a very 
moderate nature, since he believed the number of seamen in 
the 173 American privateers was nearer 20;000 than 13,000. 

The Aldermaji gave his opinion that the manufactories of 
this kingdom, especially that of iron, were not increased in 
point of export since the war began ; that the American war 
had been the cause of many bankruptcies ; that when the 
prohibitory act passed, there might be about two millions due 
to the merchants of Great Britain from America; that in the 
six months allowed by the act for the continuance of an in- 
tercourse between the two countries, the Americans had 
transmitted about five hundred thousand pounds worth of 
goods, in part of payment of their debts to their creditors at 
borne ; that those five hundred thousand pounds worth of 
goods, were they now on hand, would be worth two millions, 
from the increased price of the various articles ; that at pre- 
sent there was due from America to the merchants of Great 

O 3 Britain, 
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Britain, at least one million five hundred thousand pounds} 
that, upon an average, the debt was not worth five shillitigl 
in the pound ; that it was more or less valuable, according 
to the provinces in which the debtors resided ; that, in Noitb 
and South Carolina^ and such parts as had not been the seat 
of war, where the persons of the inhabitants and tlieir pro- 
perty had not been destroyed by fire and sword, the mer^ 
phants thought their money tolerably safe, should an inter- 
course be again brought about between Great Britain and 
America ; but that in the province of New- York and Penn- 
sylvania^ the debts due to English merchants were of little 
worth ; that there was a debt of 72,OOOl. due in particular to 
the house in which he had lately been a partner ; that, to 
speak for one, he would gladly sell it for ten shillings in the 
pound. 

He further stated, that the trade to America and the West 
India islsjnds, previous to the commencement of the war, 
might amount to about eleven millions annually. After an? 
swering of other questions of a less important nsiturCj the 
evidence was desired to withdraw. 

Beeston Long^ Esq. was next called. The only material an- 
swers given by Mr. Long to the few questions put to. hiiOj 
made a confirmation of what Mr. Alderman Wool dridge had 
stated, relative to the careful manner in which the register of 
ships was kept at Lloyd's coffee-house, and the general idea 
of its authenticity which prevailed with the merchants, insu« 
rers, underwriters, &c, 

Mr. Abraham' Hake was next called. This gentleman also 
corroborated the testimony of Mr. Alderman WooldridgCj 
declaring that he was secretary to the society of merchants at 
Lloyd's, and that he kept the register-books. Mr. Hake 
also gave proof of the pains that were take^ to preserve it 
from error, and render its authenticity indispTitable. 

IVilliam Crei^hton^ Esq. was examined after Mr. Hake. 
This gentleman not only corroborated the Alderman in the 
most material points opened by him, but added many new 
facts which had fallen within his own knowledge. He state4 
the losses suffered by the merchants, in consequence of the 
captures made by the American privateers, tp have amount- 
ed to at least tv/o millions in October last, and that by thrs 
time they could not be less than two millions two hundred 
thousand pounds. 

That the first losses of the merchants were occasioned by 

the prohibition of their sending out a single pound of powder 

.'. ' ■ i^ 
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in their ships, which was strictly enforced previous to the 
merchants being stimulated to petition the privy council, 
and obtain licenses to arm their ships. 

That letters of marque were hardly worth taking out, as 
they were of little service, unless those who had them fell in 
with an American tobacco ship, and that was as much a 
matter of chance as the obtainment.of a ten or twenty thou- 
sand pound prize in the lottery. 

That the windward islands had been most exposed to the 
depredations of the Americans, from having an insufficient 
number of ships to guard and. protect tbem. 

That the island of Tobago, in particular, had for a long 
time no man of war near it, and that in consequence the Ame- 
ricans had landed ai^d ravaged the plantations, carrying fifty 
negroes at a time off" one estate. That at length he, with 
other merchants, had applied in form to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, and desired that tw£> ships might be sent there; 
that the greatest attention had been paid them at the Admi- 
^Ity-pihce, and the prayer of their petition had been in- 
stantly complied with. 

That he foresaw that Tobago would share the fate it did, 
long before it happened, from viewing its situation in the 
charts, anfd knowing that the ships on the West Indian sta- 
tion were inadequate to the protection of so many islands. 

That the prohibition of the merchants having gunpowder 
on board their ships, merely to prevent powder and ball 
being conveyed to the rebels, was ill-founded, because that 
as long as America found money, there could be no doubt 
of her obtaining ammunition, &c. 

Gregory Olive, Esq. was next examined. This gentleman's 
testimony went chiefly to prove the damage done the New- 
foundland traders ; fifty of whose ships he declared had been 
taken, of about the average value of 2000I. each* beside a 
great many small vessels, of about two or three hundred 
pounds value* upon the banks. 

Upon his cross examination, this gentleman declared that 
the trade was much improved of late, and that in consequence 
of the Americans being deprived of the nieans of pursuing 
it, we sent more fish to Bilboa and the foreign markets than 
ever, and that if men and ships could be procured, it would 
turn out a very beneficial branch of commerce : but that the 
fishermen's price was increased from eight to fourteen pounds 
. a voyage, and the seamen's wages froni thirty -?five to seventy 
shillings a month. 

04 ThQ 
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The next witness examined was John Sboolbred^ Esq, of 
Mark-Lane, who declared himself an African merchant and 
an under-writer. 

This gentleman confirmed the accounts of the book at 
Lloyd's, and stated that the African trade had been materi*. 
ally injured in consequence of the American war. * 

That upwards of 200 sail were generally engaged in that 
trade, previous to the war. 

That not a fourth of that number, not above forty ships 
were now sent out. 

That fifteen of the ships and cargoes had been taken by 
the Americans. 

That the average value of the cargo of a ship to Afrka, 
outwards, was about 7p00l. and her homeward freight of 
slaves worth aboiU goool. 

That each ^lave was worth at least thirty -five pounds. 

That the value of the ships lost was I40|000l.upon a very 
moderate calculation. 

That the first ship was taken in March I777i the Ameri- 
cans not having before that time any market to carry the 
cargo of African ships to ; and that all the ships were taken 
near, and most of them in sight of Barbadoes, after having 
got over every natural risque of the voyage. 

Upon his cross examination, Mr. Shoolbred allowed that 
those who carried on the African slave trade formerly, had 
lately sent ships to fish on the coast of Africa; that the 
ivhale trade there promised to turn out exceedingly advanta- 
geous, and that this trade was formerly enjoyed by the 
Americans. 

Edward Payne ^ Esq. of Cornhill,-was the last witness ex- 
amined ; tliis gentleman proved little new, chiefly corrobo- 
rating what the other witnesses had said. 

The Lords who principally concerned themselves in tli^ 
examination. of these witnesses were the Dukes of Richmond, 
Bolton and Manchester ; the Marquis of Rockingham, Lord 
Eflfingbam and Lord Camden ; the Lord President, Lord 
Sandwich, Lord Dunniore, Lord Sondes, Lord Lyttelton, 
and Lord Derby. 

Adjourned to February 9. 

February g. 
The House in a committee, Lord Scarsdale in the chair, 
the order of the day, ^^' for taking into further consideration 
the state of the nation." 

Earl 
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Earl of Sandwich said, that the noble Duke who moved 
this enqtiiry [Duke of Richmond] had brought a number 
of persons to prove certain facts relative to the commerce 
of this country ; that in order to prevent an ex parte evidence 
from going abroad into the world, without having the other 
side enquired into, such as what losses the rebellious colonies 
had sustained, to balance our loss, he would beg their Lord*, 
ships' permission to call Mr. George Gostling to their bar. 

The Duke of Richmond objected to this motion as infor- 
mal ; he said, he would by no means endeavour to preclude 
his Lordship bringing what evidences he pleased relative to 
this enquiry, provided he produced them in a proper time; 
that his evidences lay open to his Lordship's cross examina- 
tion, and he had it in his power to controvert or dispute any 
thing adduced ; but now to take up another matter, before 
the former was disposed of, was, in his opinion, unparliamen- 
tary, and not dealing with that candour and openness which 
he expected from the noble Lord. That, in respect to him- 
self, he appealed to their Lordships, whether he did not, 
in every stage of this enquiry, previously acquaint their 
Lordships of the substance of his intended motions, wishing 
and hoping that every noble Lord would be influenced by 
the same motive which actuated himself, vize an earnest 
desire to come at every degree of information, which may 
help to relieve and alleviate the present very great distresses 
of this country. 

Earl of Sandwich still maintained his ground, and if the 
noble Duke insisted otherwise, he trusted in the opinion 
which the majority of the House should declare upon it. 

The Duke of Richmond acknowledged he could not rely 
upon majorities as strongly as the noble Lord ; but still he 
trusted that the fairness and propriety of the measure he 
wanted to adopt, would convince their Lordships that what 
he contended for was right, which was no more than to 
finish one part of the enquiry, before they mixed and con- 
fused it by going into another. The debate on this be- 
came general, the Lord Chancellor, Lords Sandwich, Cower, 
Lyttleton and Bristol, contending, on one side, for the pro- 
priety of Lord Sandwich's motion ; the Dukes of Richmond, 
Grafton, and Lord Camden, opposing it. At length it came 
to a division, when the contents wefe 66, and the non-con- 
tents 25. 

Mr. George Gostling was ordered to the bar, who, upon 
several questions put to him by Lord Sandwich, and other 
]l^ords, answered substantially as follows : 

That 
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That he was a proctor in the court of Admiralty. [Here 
Lord Sandwich delivered him in a list of prizes taken from 
the Americans, to the numfeer of thirty-eight, and asked 
him whether he could swear to the condemnation of these 
ships ? Mr. Gostling answered, he could, except two out of 
the list, which were then under condemnation. Aye, says 
my Lord, that is the same thing.] Mr. Gostling then said, 
there were eleven more to be added to this list, which were 
considered as droits of admiralty, [that is, vessels- taken by 
non-commissioned ships.] Being cross examined by the Puke 
of Richmond, whether ships under condemnation were the 
same as ships absolutely condemned ? He answered, Not, how. 
ever probable it was they would be so. In respect to the 
value and appropriation of the cargoes, he answered, he 
could not exactly state the former, but the general appro* 
priation of them were two thirds to the captors upoD 
lawful prizes, and one third when they were droits of 
admiralty. Being asked how the residue of the money 
was applied, and whether it was not given to discharge 
arrears of several of the officers of the admiralty ? he replied, 
he had heard so. And being further asked by what law or 
precedent the judges disposed of that money, and whether 
he as a practitioner could recollect any precedent for it be-. 
ing disposed of thus optionally ? he said, he could not ; but 
that he believed there were some precedents for it in queen 
Anne*s wars. 

Mr. Samuel Enderby was next called upon, who deposed to 
the several questions put to him substantially as follows : 
that since the prohibitory-act. a new trade had been carried 
on in the Southern fisheries of America, in which he was 
a considerable adventurer ; that there were fifteen ships then 
on the trade, and that their average tonnage was 170 tons 
each, and that the spermaceti whale was much more con- 
siderable in value than the common whale formerly taken. 

[Here Lord Sandwich made a calculation, that supposing 
these ships brought but one hundred tons each, the calcula- 
tion would be 105,000.] 

Mr. Enderby, being examined by the Duke of Richmond 
?ind Lord Camden, said, that the general freight back run 
from forty to fifty ton only ; that he could not tell what 
■ inay be their success this year, as the ships were not ex- 
pected until about June ; but he hoped it would be still 
increasing. He likewise spoke of two other fisheries, one on 
the coast of Africa, and the other on the banks of New- 
foundland, which promised to tura out very considerable. 
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That the ships that went on these voyages were manned 
generally with British sailors, (except four Americans to each 
ship, who instructed the rest in harpooning ;) and that the 
profits of the outset of those ships, &c. centered with Great 
Britain, which formerly, as well as the profits of the fishery^ 
were engrossed by New England-men. 

Being asked, supposing this war at an end, whether the 
Americans, whom he allowed to be more expert in this 
business than our people, would not be able to conduct this 
fishery to greater advantage, and undersell us at foreign 
markets ? He believed they might. Being likewise asked 
'what the price of insurance was upon this new trade ? He 
answered fifteen per cent. And being further asked, whe-^ 
ther the very increased price of spermaceti whale, though it 
may be profitable to individuals, did not hurt the general 
trade, so as to fall heavy on the consumers f He very can- 
didly replied, he could not speak precisely to the former part 
of that question : all he had to say upon it was, that his en» 
jleavours were to get as much by it as he could. 
He was ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. George Davis was next pxamined, who said he was 
six and twenty years concerned inthewhaleand cod fishery. 
In respect to the former, he said, lie tried to take whales with 
men from England, but though they could strike them, and 
had struck several of late, he had not as yet taken one ; but, 
he was in hopes of succeeding better in a little time. In re- 
spect to the cod fisheiy, he said, it was not decreased, but 
|;hey wanted men for that service, apd he had no doubt, if 
the Lords of the admiralty would discontinue pressing, there 
might be enough found for that service. Ordered to with- 
draw. 

Earl of Sandwich calling no more evidences, the Duke of 
Richmond begged permission to call in Mr. Creighton again 
to the bar, to explain the causes of the high price of sugars. 

Mr. Creightn said, that as the West India merchants may 
be affected by the reports of the high price of sugars stated 
to their Lordships, on the sixth, he would inform them of 
the causes of it ; here he adduced several reasons, such as 
the failure of crops, the capture of vessels laden with sugars, 
the late difference between Spain and Portugal, &;c. &c. and 
that a number of adventitious causes conspired to this in- 
crease, which, whether they might continue it or not, was 
piorc than he could at present determine, 
/Adjourned to the l ith. 

febmary 
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February 11, 

Earl o{ Effingham mov^d, *'t}Mit a copy of a paper, No. ipj 
referred to in Sir Guy Carleton's letter on their Lord- 
ships* table, relative to General Burgoyne's expedition ; like* 
wise copies of the letters which passed between Sir Guy 
Carletonand Generals Burgoyneand Philips, respecting the 
arrangement of that expedition, be laid before the House." 

Earl of Suffolk said, that all the papers thought necessary 
to give any information on that subject were already before 
iheir Lordships ; and that, as those letters may contain some- 
thing of a private nature, they ought not to be brought 
forward . 

Earl of Effingham appealed to the general motion made 
by the Duke of Richmond, " for all the papers relative to 
that expedition," which had been ordered, and therefore 
their Lordships must look upon this as a part of that general 
order, and consequently could not dispense with any part of 
it. He likewise said, he had the honour to stand next ia 
relationship of any one now in England to Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, and , as a guardian of his honour, he must urge the 
requisition of those papers. 

The debate on this grew general, Lords Suffolk, Gower, 
Lyttl^on, Derby and Weymouth, on one side, contendihg 
for the impropriety of producing these papers, at least for 
the present ; the Dukes of Richmond and Grafton, Lords 
Camden and Effingham, insisting upon their being a part of 
the general order, " relative to all papers concerning the 
Canada expedition, ' and on that account highly necessary. 
At last, from a hint of Lord Gower, that he thought such 
extracts from those letters as may be thought relative to 
the business, should be laid before the House, Lord Effing- 
ham, for the present, withdrew his motion. 

The House resolved itself into a committee on the state 
of the nation. 

The Duke of Richmond rose, and after a short speech, 
wherein he recapitulated the evidences which had been given, 
acquainted their Lordships that he had a few motions to 
make, in consequence of that evidence, which were plain 
matters of fact, and which would be grounds for their Lord- 
ships' farther deliberation. His motions were, 

' Resolved, that it appears to this House, that, in the 
course of trade, a very considerable balance was always due 
from the merchants in North America to the merchants of 
Great Britain, towards the discharge of which remittances 
were made in goods to a great amount, since the commence- 
ment 



A.\77B. DEBATES/ Mf 

ment of the present troubles^ and whilst the trade between 
this kingdom and the colonies were suffered to remain open. 

** That it appears to this House, that since the passing the 
several acts for prohibiting th^ fisheries of the colonies in 
North America, their mutual intercourse with each other, 
• and all trade and commerce between them and this king- 
dom, and for making prize of their ships^ and distributing 
the value of the same, as if they were the effects of our 
enemies, amongst the seamen of his Majesty's navy, the 
number of vessels belonging to Great Britain and Ireland, 
taken by ships of war and privateers, belonging to the said 
colonies, amount to 733. 

''That of the said 733 vessels, it appears that forty-seven 
have been released, and 127 retaken ; but that the loss on 
the latter, for salvage, interest on the value of the cargo, 
' and loss of a market, must have been very considerable. 

** That the loss of the remaining five hundred and fifty-nine 
vessels, which have been carried into port, appears from the 
examination of merchants to amount to at least 2,600,0001. 

** That it appears to this House, that of two hundred ships 
annually employed in the African trade, before the com- 
. xncncemcnt of the present civil War, whose value upon an 
average was about 9000I. each, there are not now forty of 
the said ships employed in the said trade, whereby there is a 
diminution in this branch of commerce of 160 ships, which 
at OOOOl. each, amount to aloss of i,440,000l. per annum. 

* That the price of insurance to the West Indies and 
North America, is increased from two, and two and an half, 
to five per cent, with convoy ; but without convoy and un- 
armed, the said insurance has been made at fifteen per cent, 
but generally ships in such circumstances cannot be insured 
at all. 

** That the prices of seamen's wages is raised from one 
pound ten shillings to three pound five shillings per month. 

''That the price of pot-ash is increased from eight shillings 
to three pounds ten shillings per hundred weight. 

That the price of spermaceti oil has increased from thir- 
. ty -five pounds to seventy pounds /?fr ton. 

That the price of tar is raised from seven and ei^ht 
shillings to one pound ten shillings />^r barrel. 

"That the price of sugars, and all commodities from the 
West Indies, and divers sorts of naval stores from NortTi 
America, is greatly enhanced, 

*' That it appears to this House, that the present diminii- 

" tlon 
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tion of the African trade, the interruption of the North 
American trade to the West Indies, and the captures made 
of the West India ships, have greatly distressed the British 
colonies in the West Indies. • - 

" That it appears to this House, that the numbers of Ame- 
rican privateers, of which authentic accounts have been re- 
ceived, amount to 173 ; and that they carried 2556 guns, and 
at least .13,840 seamen, reckoning eighty men in each ship* 

'* That of the above privateers, thirty-four have been 
taken, which carried 3217 men, which is more than ninety- 
four men to each vessel." 

The Earl of Sandwici said, he all along, from the mo- 
ment this enquiry into the state of the nation began, dread- 
ed it, not on his own account, but on account of the ge- 
neral hurt it may produce, that of laying open difficulties 
and embarrassments, which he confessed this country was 
under, and which should not be laid open. If the noble 
Duke who began this enquiry had calculated the losses of 
the country by capture of vessels, &c. before that should be 
admitted, there should be deducted the value of all the prizes 
taken by the English from the Americans, which, setting 
the number of prizes at 904, and each prize worth 2000]. 
amounted to l,808,000l. His Lordship said, great advan* 
tages were gained by the new fisheries ; and concluded, that 
though nobody wished an end to the war more than he did, 
yet the continuance of it was, in many respects, advanta- 
geous to this country, and would be more so. 

The Duke of Richmond said he was surprised to hear his 
Lordship's detail urged as an argument for not deciding on 
this motion, as it did not mix with any other matter, but xje- 
suited from facts proved at their Lordships' bar. He was, 
however, more surprised at the conclusion drawn from that 
detail, that because a number of vessels had been taken, 
they were to be balanced by another number of vessels taken 
on the other side, and consequently no loss to the nation up- 
on the whole,'' I do not mean, says his Grace, to be parti- 
cularly pointed to individuals ; and I hope the noble Lord 
will permit me to separate at present - the man from the of- 
fice. I therefore say, speaking to be so understood, I do not 
wonder at all the distresses which have overwhelmed this 
country, when a noble Lord at the head of the marine de- 
partment of this nation betrays such igiioiance. What, my 
Lords, when the merchants of this country have lost 733 
jhips, valued at above two millions of money, to say that 

the 
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the commerce of this country is not affected by such a loss, 
because an equal number of ships have been taken from the 
enemy, and the prizes distributed to British seamen ! This 
is so far from being a balance in our favour, it adds to our 
loss ; for if we were not in a war with America, the value of 
all these cargoes in the circuitous course of trade, must cen* 
tre with Great Britain. 

. His Grace then adverted to his question, which was no 
more than for the committee to allow, as a resolution, part 
of what had been already evidenced at the bar, and which 
would enable their Lordships the better to see the grounds 
they stood on in respect to America, and consequently know 
what line to take. 

The.Earl of Suffolk opposed the motion, on the impropri- 
ety of acknowledging what ought not to be acknowledged at 
so critical a period, the weakness of the nation ; he said, the 
best way of going on in this business would be, to let all the 
papers lie on their Lordships' table for general information, 
and do the best they could either to remedy defects, or other- 
wise, but by no means to resolve upon the national imbe- 
cility. 

The Duke of Grafton called upon their Lordships to con- ' 
sider the question they were to decide upon, which was a 
fact already established^ and which their Lordships could 
not refuse their assent to : he said, he did not know, nor was 
it material to know, what the noble Duke afterwards meant 
to go into ; so much was clear groiuid, and would be a very 
proper one for tlieir Lordships to form some resolutions upon 
respecting the present war with America. 

A debate ensued about the mode of disposing of the ques- 
tlon. Some were for putting it affirmatively or negatively, 
others a previous question } but as the latter could not be 
adopted in the conlmittee, a nuition was made for Lord 
S car sdale quitting the chair, and the House divided : 
Contents - 80, and 

Non Contents - 32. 
The committee being dissolved, the Lord Chancellor re- 
sumed the woolpack, when the previous question, ' Tliat 
this motion be now put," being put separately, on the 
Duke's resolutions, they all passed in the negative, without 
a division. 

Adjourned to the I3th. 

February 13. 
No debate. Adjourned to the i Gib. . /, 

February 
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February l6. 
The Elarl of Effingham again moved, that the letter of Genei^ 
ral Carleton, marked No. 19, and the letters of Generals 
Burgoyne and Philips, mentioning the arrangement of the 
troops under their command destined for the service of the 
expedition from Canada^ be laid before the House. 

The Earl said, the motion spoke sufficiently for itself; he 
would^ nevertheless, just tell their Lordships the reason of 
his moving it, which was in order to ascertain by whose or- 
ders it was that General Carleton, tht commander in chief, 
sent away so large a force upon an expedition, keeping so 
very few troops to guard the province, which was liable to 
sudden and powerful attack. 

[This produced a conversation, in which the Earl of Suf- 
folk, Lord Townsherid, Earl Gower, Lprd Weymouth, and 
the Dukes of Richmond and Grafton, took part. J 

The purport of the motion was agreed to, without its be- 
ing formally put, on condition of the House's accepting of 
extracts, instead of copies of the papers required. 

As soon as this business was settled, the Earl of Thanet 
rose, held out a letter, which he declared he had received 
from General Gates, and which he thought it his duty to 
communicate to their Lordships, 

The letter was handed to the clerk at the table, who was 
preparing to read it, when 

Lord Townshind TosCy and after declaring that General 
Gates had exalted his character exceedingly by his humane 
conduct respecting General Burgoyne, observed, that how- 
ever high he might stand in their Lordships' opinion, he sure- 
ly was a very unfit person for that House to enter into a 
correspondence with ; that he was at the time of his writ- 
itg the letter, at the head of a rebel army ; that it would be 
a degradation of Parliament to make such a letter the ground 
of a resolution ; he therefore hoped the House would not 
suffer it to be read. 

Earl Gower said, that, for what their Lordships knew', 
the letter in question might be of a nature excccdir^gly im- 
proper for their Lordships to hear : at any rate it was con- 
trary to parliamentary form for the clerk to read it at the 
table. 

The Duke of Richmond sai(\y that the Ictier came from a 
JTnan of great weight in America, and that it was ridiculous 
to refuse information, let it present itself in ^vhat shape it 
might. 

The 
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The Duke of Grafton said, tliat as he sat near the noble 
Earl -who introduced the letter, he perhaps heard what the 
dobic; J&arl liad said more distinctly than any other of their 
lordships ; that the noble Earl had merely begged the letter 
Plight be read by some other person, because he had a cold 
and hoarseness, which he feared might prevent the House 
fj^om bearing him. 

After a few more trifling arguments respecting the forms 
of the House^ the Marquis of Rockingham took the letter and 
read it to their Lordships. 

'* My Lord^ ^ Albany ^ October 26, 1777- 

Presuming upon our former friendship, I take the liber- 
ty of addjessing this letter to your Lordship, General Bur- 
goyne having assured me it shall be faithfully delivered. The 
very important event of this campaign, so far as it respects 
General Burgoyne and myself, will, by the unexaggerating 
voice of truth, be related to your Lordship. For, what less 
can be said of it, than that the King's army, which left Ca- 
nada in June, are all killed, taken, or have surrendered pri- 
soners under the convention of Saratoga? How this complete 
-victory has been used, with respect to the behaviour of the 
conquerors to the vanquished, General Burgoyne and Lord 
Petersham, as they are soldiers, and men of honour, will de- 
clare. But— to the main design of my addressing this letter 
to your Lordship. 

' Born and educated in England, I cannot help feeling 
for the misfortunes brought upon my native country by the 
wickedness of that administration, who began, and have 
continued, this most unjust, impolitic, cruel, and unnatural 
war. The dismemberment of the empire, the loss of com- 
merce, of power and consequence amongst the nations, with 
the downfall of public credit, are but the beginning of those 
evils, that must inevitably be followed by a thousand more, 
unless timely prevented by some lenient hiknd, some great 
state physician, with the firmness, integrity, and abilities of 
a Chatham, joined to the wisdom, virtue, <;nd justice of a 
Camden, aided and supported by such men as your Lord- 
ship : men, as independent in their fortunes as unsullied in 
their honour, and who never bowed their heads to Baal. 
Such a man, so supported, may yet save the sinking state; 
by confirming that independency, which the people of this 
continent are resolved to part with, but when they leav8 
this world. Such a man will do what all wise statesmen 
have done before him. He 'will be true to the welfare and 
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interest of his country ; and, by rescinding the resolutions 
passed to support that system which no power on earth can 
establish, he will endeavour to preserve so much of the em- 
pire in prosperity and honour, as the circumstances of the 
times, and the maladministration of those who ruled before 
him, have left to his government. 

The United States of America are willing to be the friends, 
but never will submit to be the slaves of the parent country. 
They are, by consanguinity, by commerce, by language, 
and by the affection which naturally springs from these, mote 
attached to England than any other country under the sun. 
Therefore, spurn not the blessing which yet remains. In- 
stantly withdraw your fleets and armies ; cultivate the friend- 
ship and commerce of America. Thus, and thus only, can 
England hope to be great and happy. Seek that in a com- 
mercial alliance ; seek it ere it be too late, for there only you 
must expect to find it. 

These, my Lord, are the undisguised sentiments of a man 
that rejoices not in the blood shed in tbis fatal contest; of a 
man who glories in the name of an Englishman, and wishes 
to see peace and friendship between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica-fixed upon the firmest foundation. 

Our friend, General Lee, has suffered a long and severe 
imprisonment ; but the hour is at hand that forces General 
Howe to what he must for ever blush for not having done 
before. The pride, not the power, of the King's Generals, 
prevents me from being more particular as to the immediate 
situation of the man * you so much regarded. I beg your 
Lordship will present my affectionate compliments to Hall, 
and Sir Charles Davers. 

With the greatest fespect, I have 

the honour to be, my Lord, your "■ 

Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Gates. 

To the Right Honourable 
theEarlofThanet. 

The Duke of Richmond moved, ** That General Gates's 
letter should lie on the table." 

Earl of Suffolk said he was against the motion ; the letter 
was from one private gentleman to another; the writer 
^was not either an ambassador or plenipotentiary, he bad no 

pu'Slic 



* General Lcc, 



A, 1778. DEBATES. 211 

public commission to offer terms of peace ; on the contrary, 
he was an officer at the head of a rebel army, and at this 
moment in arms against his sovereign. Did the letter say 
that the Congress entertained similar sentiments with the 
writer of it ? Did it convey any thing like a basis to com- 
mence and erect a treaty on ? The very terms vaguely men- 
tioned in it were such as their Lordships had repeatedly repro- 
bated. The letter contained an insinuation that America was 
determined to preserve lier independency. Ought the King's 
servants to accede to that position ? Ought they to withdraw 
-the army and the fleet, and to throw the nation at the feet 
of America ? Another part of the letter deserved rather the 
contempt than the attention of the House. It was made up 
of invective against the present administration ; invective 
which, notwithstanding the good style of the letter, had been 
much more forcibly and elegantly expressed by noble Lords 
in that House, and which would doubtless be repeated as 
long as the noble Lords should continue out of place. The 
Earl paid Lord Rockingham great compliments on his can- 
dour, for having read, with so much distinctness and firm- 
ness of voice, that part of the letter which gpoke so highly of 
Lord Chatham. 

Marquis of Rockingham declared the noble Earl had im- 
puted that to his candour, which he did not feel or think 
ascribable to .any such motive. He said he read the letter 
because he was anxious to give the House information, 
which the King's servants, on every occasion, wilfully with- 
held, and that he was desirous of attending to General 
Gates's propositions, because he was determined to serve his 
country, by making peace at any rate. 

Lord Weymouth said it was improper to order the Jetter to 
be laid upon the table. 

Duke of Richmond said. General Gates, from liis situation, 
was of great weight iind importance in the eyes of America ; 
that the only means of getting at the sense of a country .was 
by hearing the sentiments of men of weight and importance 
in that country ; that to negative the motion was to pursue 
the old ruinous plan of shutting the ear to information, and 
continuing wilfully in error ; and that General Gates's letter 
contained information respecting Aiperica, as well worthy 
the attention of the ministers, as the information which they 
hsid received from Governor Bernard, Governor Hutchin- 
son, and Governor — rhe did not know who ! He could in- 
deed see one reason for the King's servants refusing to suffer 
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the letter to remain on the table, and that was, the invective 
against administration which it contained, and which the 
noble Earl had complained of. This invective was tooirue« 
and however the ministers might now treat it with contempt^ 
a day would come when they must acknowledge its truth. 
The Duke disclaimed any sinister motive for his conduct, 
and declared, that America would never make peace with 
the present administration ; and, in reply to the sneer that 
those who. opposed the measures of administration wanted 
their places, it was easy to retort, that those in office would 
adopt any measure, however injurious to their country, ra- 
ther than give up their employments. 

The Lord Chancellor came forward, and asked their Lord- 
ships, if it could possibly be deemed right to accept a letter 
which held out such terms as were not onJy exceedingly 
improper, but grossly insulting ? What, acknowledge the 
independency of America, and withdraw our army end our 
fleet ! confess the superiority of America, and wait her 
mercy ! He desired the House to consult their own feelings 
for an answer. 

The Duke of Manchester contended for the motion. And 
$aid, that he wished his noble frieuds to acknowledge that 
power was one of their objects, and as he was convinced, 
if they had power, they would exert their abilities to save 
their country, he declared he most earnestly hoped they 
would acquire it. For his part, he disclaimed every idea of 
preferment; he had been all his life connected with so many 
of the first families in the kingdom, that had he thought it 
worth while to solicit court favour, he certainly might have 
obtained it ; he trusted, however, that no man supposed 
him influenced by so base, so mean a motive. The Duke 
declared there certainly had been a season for making an 
honourable and Itappy peace with America ; that season he 
feared was now past. His Grace mentioned the loss of the 
United Provinces by Spain, after forty years war, and ended 
his speech with expressing his hopes that our unliappy quarrel 
with America was not to be equally prolonged, or to end so 
fatally to this country. 

Earl of Bristol desired their Lordships' leave to give his 
reasons at large, for the conduct and part he should take in 
this very important business ; and said, that as other Lords 
had been indulged' with wandering from the immediate ques- 
tion before them, yet, said his Lordship, I have hitherto 
»at silem, my Lord^, and chose rather to attend to the dif- 
ferent 
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ferent opinions of your Lordships, which I shall always do 
with that respect and deference that is due to them, than to 
interrupt the course of the debate : but as I find other Lords 
have ^sallied into great digressions, this and other days, I 
should be ashamed to sit longer silent, or give a tacit vote, 
and not declare my sentiments openly on this very critical 
and very important situation, and especially as I hope there • 
by to manifest that aflFectionate and dutiful, though indepen- 
dent and disinterested attachment to his Majesty's person and 
government, which I hold inseparable from that zeal for the 
welfare of my country, that has ever been, and shall be, the 
invariable rule of my conduct. 

My Lords, I hope your Lordships will forgive me if I go 
a little, and it shall not be much, into the causes, or, in some 
degree, into the conduct of this unhappy rebellion in our co- 
lonies ; but I think it necessary to tell your Lordships, that 
from the very first dawn of it, when I had then a seat in the 
other House, I took an early part in declaring my sentiment* 
against the measures, which I then thought, and I still think, 
rather encouraged than removed the inclinations there ap- 
peared in some of the refractory leaden in that country^ to 
dispute the rights, and, by degrees, throw off that subjection^ 
which, from every tie in human nature, they owe to this ; 
however, when I found that measure was adopted, (I mean 
the repeal of the stamp-act,) -and that it had produced the 
effects that were foretold it would do, I then, my Lords, took 
a part with those, who, like me, (from the different accounts 
given of the situation of the colonies, their dissentions and 
their contentions,) thought it was only coercive measures that 
could bring them to a sense of their duty and their interest ; 
but, like others, had only the privilege of giving my opinion, 
v4iilst every step that was taken by those in, as well as those 
out of power, seemed to promote what we ought all to have 
united in order to have stifled in its infancy ; the encour 
r^gement the colonies met with, from what I mu^t think the 
mistaken judgrnent, and consequently ill-timed language, of 
one set of gentlemen on this side the Atlantic, and from the 
more supine, timid conduct of those who have ever since 
been at the head of the measures of this country, brought 
the colonies first to those daring steps of rebellious union, 
and next to the no less daring, but more fatal, acts of open 
violence against their sovereign and their mother country. 

But, my Lords, it is now long since we have been in the 
open field of contention for the rights and supremacy of thjs 
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country over its colonies, and which, I hope, we sha!l never 
give up, but trust we shall yet be able to maintain ; though I 
must beg to declare, as for myself, that after all the blood 
that has-been already spilt, aftef all the millions that have 
been already scattered, and after all the solemn promises that 
have been given by our ministers, and with as great a fleet 
and as large an army as ever this country singly maintained, 
when not at war with foreign powers, we are, in my opinion, 
in a worse situation than when we first began ; I mean, as to 
any appearance of making an end of this most distressful war: 
and I should therefore, my Lords, before I give an ultimate 
opinion, much less an ultimate vote, on this very critical and 
important business, wish to kn6w authentically, what assu- 
rances have been given by our commanders in chief in that 
country, fv/hose opinions alone are now to be relied on,) that 
we shall be able, by pursuing this war, to give the people 
Some hopes that all the millions they have given, and all the 
blood that others have wasted, will be attended with such suc- 
cess as shall give some speedy relief to those heavy burdens, 
which I confess and do lament they now groan under. 

My Lords, if we reflect, but for a moment, that it is only 
pur American colonies that we are now at open war with, 
and that there have been already near eighteen millions spent 
to carry on that service ; and that our trade, which is the 
only source of those supplies, as you heard the other night at 
the bar, has suffered and is still suffering almost as much al 
if at war with those two great powers of France and Spain, 
what is to become of us when that too may be added ? 
Our very coasting trade has met tvith great interruption. 
— And need I remind your Lordships of the evil attending 
our having so many seamen on board the American priva- 
teers, as we also heard the other night at our bar; in 173 
privateers were, on a very moderate calculation, allowed to 
be 13,850 men. The dangers attending this evil, and which 
we have not to encounter in a war with France and Spain, 
Iiave too many bad consequences for me to enumerate now, 
but which I think cannot escape your Lordships' discernment. 

My Lords, it appears to me, that the methods hitherto 
pursued to subdue thi? rebellion, and to put an end to the de- 
predations it occasions, and the sufferings of every individaai 
in this country, as well as the few remaining friends we have 
in that, have been such as have rather tended to promote 
than prevent our losses, to prolong rather than conclude the 
war; for the manner in which we have sent our recruits, our 
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cloathing, our ammunition, our stores, in shorty our supplies 
of every kind, to oiir forces abroad^ has, in my opinion, ra- 
ther conveyed a great part of them to our foes than our 
friends. My Lords, I am unwilling to trespass on the time, 
to point out to your Lordships the several valuable captures 
of this nature that have been made by the rebels, from what 
I feel myself sorry to say, is the ill conduct of those who were 
to superintend this very essential part of the war; because I am 
very certain that every Lord who hears me mtist recollect 
the repeated instances we have heard of to prove this, when 
by a proper distribution of all these kind of necessaries to be 
sent to our fleet and army, had they been put into the seve- 
ral men of war sent to America, or had ten or a dozen of our 
fourth rates, that were in commission, and many more also of 
the line, and not so well employed, been armed enjlute^ and 
destined for this particularly essential service, at a time we 
knew of no fleet out to require their attention, they would 
not only have secured these supplies for our own forces, de- 
prived the enemy of what they stood so much in want of, and 
at that time could not have obtained but by such miscon- 
duct, but, I will venture to a(Erm, would have saved to the 
public above half the expence thrown away in that most 
extravagant manner of hiring transports, and the buying of 
ships and vessels for that purpose ; which, in the transport 
service for the navy only, (exclusive of the ordnance and 
treasury transports,; has already cost, in freight only, from 
Sept. 1775 to Sept. 1777> - £* 1,265,231 211 

The victualling of these transports also is 526,878 19 10 

Which make the sum 6i - 1,792,110 2 9 

Besides these sums there has been paid for 
the purchase of ships and vessels since 
January 1776 ... 9^i75^ 5 1 

My Lords, these may appear inconsiderable sums, where 
we are throwing away so many more considerable ; but give 
me leave to look upon them as enormous, when we consider 
that above half might have been saved to the public in these 
particulars alone^ by prosecuting the method I have pointed 
out to your Lordships : but it is not ipy intention at present, 
my Lords^ to enter more minutely into a detail of the con- 
duct of our navy in this war, after all the most enormous sums 
that have been granted for the navy, (greater than ever was 
.known before,) because I should then be obliged to go back 
to many circumstances that may be necessary for me to shew 
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3'our Lordships, that I am still consistent with whatetreVI 
have before declared on these siibiecis, and particularly sy| 
when, at the opening of last sessions of Parliament, I had the 
honour of acquainting your Lordships, that I acquiesced in 
the assertion then made by the noble Lord at the head of the 
admiralty, that we could have forty ships of the line ready 
by the month of March last, which I alloxved, could there 
be got men to man them : but I now must express my ast<^ 
nishment at there not having been half that number fit for 
immediate service, if so many; and although at that time the 
different armaments of Fraiice and Spain, and particularly 
that great expedition from Cadiz, which no one knew tte 
real destination of at that time, called loudly upon us for 
every exertion of our naval power. 

My Lords, I shall reservemyself for whatever I may hctt- 
after find necessar^'^ to say, on this very extensive subject of 
our navy. I shall now content myself in this instance wiBi 
making one short and general observation to your Lordships; 
which is, that if the fleet is in every respect such as I^iim 
told has been officially represented to your Lordships ; thit 
it is completely fitted, completely manned, and completely 
officered, and, in short, fit for service in every sense of the 
word, I mean, fit to proceed immediately to sea, and attack 
a fleet (if neceissary) of France oir Spain, or both united ; not 
for the purpose only of cruizing after an American privateer, 
or re-taking a West India merchant ship ; I say, if the fleet 
is in this superior order, why then has England hitherto made 
this contemptible figure, that n<3t only our trade lias been 
so. constantly annoyed, our islands left in such distress, alid 
exposed to the ravages of the American privateers, but our 
own coasts have been so insulted all last summer, that our 
ports and rivers have scarce been free from American depre- 
dations ; and our very men of war have met with insults 
from foreign powers, both in their ports,- and in the ocean» 
unknown to the British flag before ? Surely, if our fleet is ifi 
such superior order and readiness, what can these disgraces be 
owing to, but the want of conduct, or the want of knowledge 
in thiis profession, of those who superintend our naval affairs ? 
And though, my Lords, I must and ever will do justice to 
the great abilities, Assiduity and attention of the noble Lord 
Who presides at the admiralty, to which I have been an'cye 
witness, yet his Lordship must give me leave to say, that 
when this great fleet (and 'tis now, I think, 280 sail of pen- 
dants flying, among which are seventy odd ships of the line, 
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and many more preparing) is to be put in motion, and all its 
detail attended to ; the different proper dispositions made of 
it, with proper commanders in chief to the different stations : 
I say, my Lords, when all this is to be put properly in mo- 
ti<Mi, when the calm in which his Lordship has so long pre- 
sided is ruflBed, and the storm begins to blow from every 
quarter, his Lordship must excuse me, if I do assure him, 
that, old and experienced as he- may think himself in that of- 
fice, he has yet an apprenticeship to learn in that profession. 
My Lords, can your Lordships, without some degree of 
emotion, recollect the glorious figure this nation made in the 
year 1761 3 when, by the wise councils, intrepid conduct, and 
judicious choice of admirals and generals, and that great 
statesman then at the head of his Majesty's councils, and 
whose absence this day here I very much lament, the arms 
of Great Britain were carried triumphantly over the whole 
globe, and its flag revered wherever it was displayed. And 
now, my Lords, what is the dreadful contrast? Great Bri- 
tain drained almost to the last guinea and the last man, and 
that very flag, once the terror, now the contempt of all Eu- 
rope. Does your Lordships not feel indignation at this 
.change, or do you require proofs of these assertions ? My 
.Lords, you cannot, they are too recent, too publicly known, 
and I fear too generally published all over Europe, to require 
any here. 

This once great nation, being brought so rapidly from 
the glorious elevation it was raised to, to the very brink of 
destruction now, is it wise, is it prudent, my Lords, to ima- 
gine that the same identical councils and measures, if pur- 
sued, can extricate us ? No, my Lords, absurd is the thought, 
and vain would be such a wish: for my own part, my Lords, 
permit one moment of that indulgence which your Lordships 
have given to many Lords, that I may now say, I have great 
respect for, and a great opinion of the abilities and integrity 
of many of the noble Lords iri administration ; and I h^ve the 
samft for many of those who are out of it ; and 1 am sure the 
-noble Duke near me deserves every one's thanks for the pains 
his Grac^ has taken in this enquiry, and with such know* 
ledge and such candour as he has laid it before us : but I have 
»o connections at present with either set ; I have not the ho- 
iiour of beinguconsidered as of any party ; my whole and sole 
devotion is forthe honour and interest of my king and coun- 
try, and to those who will most efiectually promote that de- 
sirable end, and recover and support the supremacy of this 
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country over her colonies. 1 have not a wish for myself^ or 
any ambitious or, interested object to gratify, having long 
since determined neither to solicit, or if offered, to accept of 
any place or, emolument whatsoever, out of my military line; 
and thereby convince my Sovereign and my country, (if it be 
possible, in these days of general corruption,) that I am no ways 
interested in the change of men or measures, but as it tends 
to the prosperity of the whole. But give me leave, my Lords, 
to add, that in such times as these, when the great sums grant- 
ed to tlie Crown (great as they are,) are sufficient to sup- 
port the «till greater expences of the Crown, I should be 
happy to join any set of gentlemen, in serving in any capa- 
city, that I could be thought capable of, without salary, ^mo- 
ll^nent,or reward, of any kind whatsoever. My Lords, be- 
lieve me, 'tis only such determinations as these, with the peo«i 
pie of great rank and property, that will regain the confi- 
dence of our felloW'Subjects, ease his Majesty s expences, and 
consequently lighten the burthen of his people. 

My Lords, these reasons, and many more that I coold 
enumerate, have prevailed with me to trespass on your Lord- 
ships indulgence in this stage of the business, but more par- 
ticularly to earnestly entreat, your Lordships, in this critical 
situation, to consider yourselves as those on whom the Crown 
must ever rely for salutary advice ; as those whom the peor 
pic must ever look to (under the Crown) as their hereditary 
guardians ; and that, in that light, your Lordships will now 
throw off every temporary consideration of this or that side 
of the House, as was mentioned the other night ; every obli- 
gation that party may think they have a right, on every 
occasion, to claim for this assent, or that dissent; and as the 
great liereditary, and I hope independent council of this Na- 
tion, to which all other councils, of what kind soever, in 
this moment, ought to yield, that you will pursue this inqui* 
ry, as it is begun, with a strict, ample, and impartial scrn^ 
tiny into the real state of the nation, and enable yourjselves 
thereby to judge what this country can do, or what it canr 
not do, and humbly and dutifully advise the Crown accori- 
ingly,and take such steps as shall change the torrent of that 
fatal conduct, and most enormous waste of blood and trca^ 
sure, which, if longer pursued to no better purposes, must in- 
evitably bring on the immediate ruin of this once great, once 
nourishing empire. 

Earl ol Sandwich insisted, that employing men of war as 
transports would be infinitely more expensive than hiring 
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transports ; that if men, to the number of three or four hun- 
dred^ were put on board each ship, with the victualUng, 
stores, &c. it would render them totally unfit either for of- 
fence or defence. Both marines and soldiers could not be 
accommodated; and if they could, no ship of war, after being 
thus stored, could carry any tier of guns but those of her 
upper deck. His Lordship said he could give many proofs of 
the madness of such a plan. He next spoke to* the ships, re- 
specting their fitness for sea, the fullness of their complements, 
and the ability of the officers appointed to command them. 
He contended, that at no time since we had a navy was it 
upon a more complete and respectable footing, in all those 
particulars, than at present. He said, he was ready to bring 
evidence of this to their Lordships* bar, from the very offi- 
cers who were out on cruises ; and a better collateral proof 
could not be given of the state of the ships, than the winter 
cruises performed by them without any complaint being made 
of either the condition of the vessels, in point of repair 
and fitting out, or the state of their respective crews. He 
observed, that the noble Earl had said, that we had now as 
many ships of the line in commission (about 2po in all) as we 
had during any time of the late war. As to the latter, the fact 
was not so, nor had we nearly as many ships' of the line in 
commission now as then. In the year 1760 we had ninety- 
seven, whereas at present we had but fifty-eight. The no- 
ble Earl, after passing many commendations, which he by 
no means laid claim to, said, that before he should be able to 
fill the part he now occupies, he must serve an apprenticeship. 
He should not, in this, take the advice of the noble Earl. 
He believed he was longer acquainted with public business 
than any noble Lord in that House ever since the year 1 744; 
he was likewise longer in his present oflFicc than any one of 
his predecessors ; to go an apprentice now, would, in his 
opinion, therefore, be to very little purpose ; all he could 
ever leafti he already knew. He hoped his Lordship would 
excuse him then for not following his advice- He found 
himself growing worse in some things every day, atid he was 
certain he should never grow better. The noble Lord said 
that the ships were not properly commanded ; if the fact was 
so, he was sorry for it : but he begged leave to remind his 
Lordship, that he told him he had a ship at his service when- 
ever he chose to go abroad. And as to thp fact of his saying 
that he would have twenty ships of the line ready for' sea 
by the first of last March, he made his word good ^ he had 
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twenty ships of the line for home service ready; and was 
prepared to go into ihe proof of that fact, if his Lordship 
doubted it. 

Earl of 5r/j/^/ replied— My Lords, I only rise to explain^ 
and must flatly contradict the noble Lord with regard to 
his state of the navy. His Lordship says there are but 
58 sail of the line : 1 will take upon me to prove, by this 
paper, there are at least 72. His Lordship says tliat fifty- 
gun-ships are not of the line: 1 deny that; they are ships 
of the fourth rate, and in all the great lines of battle, which 
I will produce, they have been included. They are left out 
sometimes in great fleets occasionally. I have the first ac- 
counts from every sea port. As to the officers of the fleet, 
none could be better, and I was sure would do their duty ; 
but as to the men, 1 will say nothing now upon it. As to 
^hat his Lordship. says, of my being appointed to a great 
command, and his waiting upon me to acquaint iiie with it, 
I.caji only «ay, I certain^ly slK>uld not have given his Lord- 
ship that trouble. But the offer 1 made to serve my king 
and country, in case of a French or Spanish war, was in my 
place here, and I believe I was the very first. Ii\ conse- 
quence of which, I was desired to name a ship for my fla^ 
Since which (now above a year ago,) I have never heard a 
syllable more. And as to the ship [the Qiieen] being in 
every respect so fitted for me, I believe the ship itself is very 
"well fitted ; but as to the men> his Lordship must excuse 
me if I said that God forbid I should put my foot on board 
her, manned as she was then^, 

Earl of Sandwich in reply, when he first rose to the mis- 
conduct imputed to him, relative to his plans of naval ope- 
rations, said he was by no means answerable for them. As 
first commissioner of the admiralty, lie only acted officially, 
he only carried into execution what had been previously de- 
termined elsewhere [in cabinet.] To the last part, rela- 
tive to the number of ships in commission, he insisted the 
noble Earl was led into a most gross mistake. His Lord- 
ship had included in his last, ships of fifiy guns, which 
were not esteemed of the line of battle ; the matter was no- 
torious, there was not a common foremast-man unacquaint- 
ed therewith; therefore the noble Earl was misinformed, or 
forgot, what he must have known, that a fifty gun ship was 
not, a ship of the line. 

* At six o'clock the order of the day for the Lords to prt?- 
ceed on the inq.uiry into Jthe state of .the nation was reat'a 
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when the House resolved itself into a committee. Lord 
Scarsdale took the chair; after which the Duke of Richmond 
rose, and said a few words prefatory to the resolutions he 
meant to offer, which, he declared, turned chiefly oi* these 
points : the state of the army, and number of effective men 
in America in the years 1774, 1775, "^77^^, and 1777> ^vith 
the services and events of each campaij;n, as appeared from 
the papers referred to the consideration of the committee. 
His Grace gave his reasons for adopting a different mode of 
conduct from that which he had followed on a preceding 
occasion, and therefore only read his first resolution, which 
was as follows : 

That it appears to this committee, so far as they are 
informed from the returns referred to them, that the greatest 
number of regular land forces serving in North America, in 
177 ^y consisted of six thousand nine hundred and twenty 
men, including officers." 

Lord Weymouth said, he rose merely to object to the expe- 
diency and propriety of the committee coming to any resolu- 
tions of truths which were sufficiently obvious, just at tliat 
time \ and concluded with declaring, that, as the same argu- 
. mcnts which liad been used on the last meeting of the com- 
mittee, applied to the present question, he would not trouble 
their Lordships with a repetition of them, but, as the most 
gentle method of disposing of the noble Duke's resolution, 
would move that the noble Lord quit the chair. 

Just as the chairman was about to put the question, the 
Duke of Grafton rose, and complained exceedingly of the 
Lords in office adopting so short a method of preventing 
the ascertainment of truth, and refusing to afford the nation 
au opportunity of acquiring the most certain and indisput- 
able knowledge of the state of their affafrs ; he said it wa« 
to no purpose to continue the inquiry, if the steps which ti 
pointed out, as proper to be taken in consequence of it, were 
not pursued. That the reasons for the committee's refusing to 
come to resolutions of fact, were frivolous and ill founded. 
That the idea of preventing foreign nations from getting at 
the knowledge of our true situation, was absurd in the ex- 
treme. Tliai the courts of France and Spain had much bet- 
ter information than could be collected from the papers 
upon the table. That the only people ignorant of the iacts 
which the present inquiry was entered upon with a view of 
establishing, were the people of England, from whom ad- 
ministration with^held every species of information, and by 

thus 
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thus keeping ihem ignorant of their real situation, deluded 
them into an acquiescence with every measure taken respect- 
ing America. His Grace declared, that it would be acting 
a raort manly part for ministers to say at once they disliked 
the inquiry, and break up the committee, than thus insidi- 
ously to deceive the public, by letting an idea prevail that 
they wished to give, every information that was asked for; 
and that they countenanced the inquiry, when, in fact^ they 
were resolved to negative every resolution moved in conse- 
quence of it ; and thus, in an underhand manner, effi^ctually 
to check its progress, and render it useless and unserviceable* 
From the noble Viscount's rising to speak to the question, 
he had hopes of hearing from 'him something relative to the 
pacific intentions of the courts of France and Spain, and the 
probability of our not having a war to sustain, at this critidi) 
period, against the House of Bourbon. The noble Viscount 
had formerly stood up, and given the House information on 
that head : such information would then be particularly wel- 
come. After enlarging a good deal relative to our present 
situation, and the additional embarrassment which a war' with 
France would occasion, his Grace concluded with urging 
their Lordships to admit the noble Duke's resolution, and 
not act so inconsistently as to declare they approved the in- 
quiry, when they were taking every possible method of de- 
feating its purpose. 

Lord IVeymouth expressed his surprize that the noble Duke 
should introduce a subject so exceedingly foreign from the 
question then before the committee, as a war with France, 
and a wish that he would give their Lordships information 
relative to the probability of such an eyent. • It was true he 
had a year ago assured their Lordships of the pacific pro- 
fessions of the court of Versailles ; he could now do the 
same ; nothing could be more pacific than the profession of 
that court at this time ; he would not, however, hold bim- 
.'5elf answerable or liable to be called upon, should a war 
happen to break out shortly. What he stated was a fact, but 
that minister would, in his opinion, act very umvisely, who 
should so far rely on mere professions, as not to prepare for 
the defence of the kingdom, at a time when any of the con- 
tinental powers were busy in military preparation, much 
more when France was arming herself. With regard to 
what he had said relative to the resolution, he c&clared 
he could not see the utility or the necessity of the commxt- 
tec's coming to any resolution at present ; that in fact it 

was 
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was not their business so to do ; 'tbat they were to proceed 
regularly with the inquiry, and after having gone througli 
it progressively, and adverted to every distinct object of it, 
were to form some general conclusion deduced from and 
grounded upon the result of the whole investigation. 

Lord Camden said it had at all times been the usage of 
Parliament to form resolutions on matters of fact, which 
resolutions were considered as the data from which the con- 
clusions were to be drawn ; and finally, to be the ground of 
the measures meant to be proposed in consequence of such 
information. He was free to declare, that the present mode 
of putting a negative on evxry resolution proposed, was in 
fact pretending to give information, but refusing the use o\ 
that information ; for when every fact was established, and 
the whole inquiry at 'an end, and the grand conclusions re- 
lative to future measures came to be made, where were the 
facts on which the House was to proceed? On the jour- 
nals, negatived by the previous question, which in so many 
words imported, that as it was not necessary nor proper to 
resolve the facts, of course it must be unnecessary and im- 
proper to agree to the conclusions. The argument was ob- 
vious and incontrovertible. This then fairly amounted to 
a premature dissolution of the committee ; and, for his part, 
if administration were determined to adhere to the same con- 
duct throughout the future progress of the inquiry, . he 
thought it would be much better to dissolve it at once ; 
much more candid to stop its mouth, tlian, by a mere outside 
shew of an inquiry, amuse the people without doors with 
high expectations, when it was finally resolved^by tliose who 
led the majorities of that House, that no one benefit or ad- 
vantage whatever should be derived from it. 

This, he foresaw, was the intention of ministers, as soon 
as he understood that a noble Lord, in the other House, 
[Lord North,] gave notice that he intended to move some 
plan tending to peace and conciliation with America. It 
was pretty evident, from the conduct of ministers in this 
House, that they intended it from, the first day the commit- 
tee was formed ; but the noble Lord's proposing a plan of 
conciliation, in the other House, pending the inquiry, put 
that suspicion beyond a doubt. For what would be the 
real effect of such a proposition, but that, as soon as it 
was made, the inquiry from that instant would be at an 
end, at least in that House, and consequently in this ? The 
noble Lord, by what he could learn, meant to bring in 

whait 
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what he intended to propose by way of bill ; indeed it 
could not be otherwise, as no minister dare offer any. tenns 
to America without the consent of Parliament, because 
Parliament had already, by the prohibitory bill, chalked 
out the specific manner in which government was to treat. 
What then was the inquiry to do ? Why, to produce in- 
formation to that House, in order to ground measures upon; 
while a bill, in its several stages, was going through the 
same House, fixing the terms, and directing the mode in 
which we were to treat. The idea was to the last degree 
preposterous and absurd. Apply the same mode of reasoniiig 
to this House — A bill is passing the other House, which it 
to come here for our approbation, while we arc actually en- 
gaged in an inquiry which is intended to lay a foundation 
for measures of conciliation. The truth was, that ministers 
were in a panic when they first consented to the inquiry j 
they had since recovered their wonted confidence. TIic 
state of things was too critical, and the nation too much 
alarmed, for ministers to continue to treat the public in the 
lofty contemptuous manner they had hitherto uniformly 
done. The inquiry must go on, or some substitute to pre- 
vent a clamour without doors, must be adopted in its stead. 
The idea was ingenious, and well worthy of those who con- 
trived it. Plans of conciliation are held out, or intended; 
plans perhaps very difl'erent in their nature, cannot at 
the same time, by the sam? Parliament, be adopted ; one 
must be thrown aside. Ministers carry their point ; the in- 
quiry is thus strangled in its birth, and the affairs of the na- 
tion are of course trusted to the conduct of the same mini- 
sters for another year; and the worst that can happen is, that 
they shall have failed in their last attempt as they did in all 
the preceding. 

He augured ill, as soon as he heard of what was intended ; 
he foresaw clearly, that the committee would be short-lived; 
that it would meet with a sudden and immature death; that 
it would be strangled in* its birth by the minister and his 
mutes. 

Will 'the noble Lord in the other House, after assuring 
it, that Great Britain would never relax till America was 
at her feet, tell his friends there, that America must be 
treated with ; that all the obnoxious acts must be repealed ? 
After so frequently assuring the country gentlemen that » 
revenue, and a substantial revenue, was to be drawn from 
the colonies ; will Ue inform them of the melancholy tid- 
ings. 
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ings, ' that all thoughts of taxing our colonies are now relin* 
quished ? after the high-sounding terms of the supremacy 
of Parliament, of the inalienable riglits of the British le- 
gislature, to compel America ta unconditional submission ; 
will he acquaint them, that that country is to be treated with 
as an independent state? After spending upwards of twenty- 
five millions, and after the loss of twenty thousand lives, 
will he fairly confess that both were thrown away ; and, in 
return for the numerous evils he has heaped on this country, 
will he confine his apology to a single word ; that he had 
been deceived or misled ? There were but two methods, he 
taid, of treating with the colonies ; that adopted of holding 
but pardons, which had already failed : the other by bill, 
containing Parliamentary powers, to agree to specific terms. 
Suppose that it should answer the purpose it was inteoded 
to effect, it would be but acknowledging, at least in the first 
instance, the independency of America. His Lordship next 
observed, that the colonies had solemnly declared themselves 
independent, and adhered strenuously to that declaration^ 
when their affairs were at the lowest ebb. Would any no- 
ble Lord in administration now pretend even to hint, after 
the flourishing state of their affairs, in the moment of vie 
tory, and elated with success as they were, that they would 
consent to treat on more favourable terms ? No, most cer- 
tainly not ; so that it was clear, whatever pretended ap- 
pearance of Parliamentary supremacy which might be kept 
up, those very ministers, who had all along contended for 
unconditional submission and supremacy, in its fullest ex- 
tent, were now 'proposing a treaty, the very basis of which 
was to be an acknowledgment and recognition of American 
independency. 

He lamented the fatal counsels which had brought this 
nation into its present alarming situation ; and the supine- 
ness of the people, in suffering themselves to be governed 
by such weak and destructive measures. To be told, at one 
time, that a few thousand men would look America into sub- 
mission : again, that the resistance proceeded only from the 
ambitious views of a few individuals ; and that a force suf- 
ficient to free the people from the tyranny of their leaders 
would immediately put an end to the revolt ; and finally, 
when they failed in all their prediaions and promises, rela- 
tive to the degree and extent of the resistance ar>d the dis* 
position of the people there, then, that it would be neces- 
sary to exert the full force of this country to compel them 

Vol. IX. Ct to 
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to a full. acknowledgment of th^ hiffh-soujiding terms and 
hig words of the supreme rights olf Parlian^nt, and uj^- 
conditional submission : yet two campaigns liave since Pfif • 
sed; the whole strength of this country has been exerte^; 
^ndwhat has been the consequence? A proposition from thojle 
who promised every thing and efiPect^d nothing ; confessing 
that we are unequal to the task ; arid that the only mean^ Ie|t 
untried^ is to offer to accede to what )iad been so oftion' $aid 
we never would consent to, while we had a man to G^^^ffv 
a shilling to spend. ' , ,, 

If the plan intended proved a good one, he sin(^|^pety 
wished it success. The minister acted right, to accomo- 
date himself. His dreams of conquest, revenue, &c< fwfire 
at an end. There was a time, and not long, sipce, wHe^^k 
might have succeeded. That moment was, he had tym 
reason to believe, passed away, never to be recovered*/^ jS^ 
when a noble Lord, now absent from his place [Lord \fhah 
hamj proposed the measure of withdrawing the troops. ^jfofre 
the: recess, it had been accepted of, probably such ^ ii^easiife. 
would have succeeded : it was now too late^ Ministers w^ 
warned, in the most plain and specific language, pf^^ 
danger of rejecting that noble Lord's proposition. . i^y 
were told, that something, which in its nature might server 
the colonies for ever from the parent state, was then in CQp- 
teipplation ; that instead of America, or France sepai^fite, 
^ye might have America^ with the whole united force. pf 
Bourbon, to contend with. What was the conduct olf mi- 
jxisters ^ They moved and carried an adjournment qfi *-tiQe 
Uth of December, to the 2Qth of January, a recess oT;six 
weeks, at so awful and important a crisis ; they abandQDcd 
the interests of the nation to chance ; and now, at the end. 
of more than two months, when it was too late, fame with 
a proposition to Parliament. What he now said was not 
the effect of. mere idle surmise or conjectiire. He had^w;^- 
in a few days, seen the extract of a letter from Dr. Frao|k- 
h'n. He did not himself correspond with that f;ei|tlen»n, 
(though on any other subject, but the melancholy o;)^',f|IJu- 
ded to, he should esteem his correspondence the bighefsi fno- 
nour) in which he said, that a proposition tending tp peace 
would have been accepted of by America, at the penraaU 
l^ded tp, but that it was then too late. He understood tnat 
this was further authenticated by accounts received, which 
he (eared were too true, that America had entered into .an 
alliance with Fr^ce ; and that any prospect of peace, or 
/•eco/7ciliation was entirely vanished. If the minister knew 

this^ 
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tills, and knowang; itj looked to" the consequences, which 
liiust inevitably be a French war, hi^ proposition would be a 
mockery of the nation, whom he" liad all along misled ; and 
if such a farce should be discovered, woe to them who had 
acted in it: for, however slow the people'were to avenge the 
insults and injuries put upon them, he ventured to affirm, that 
it would end fatally to its authors and contrivers. It was 
criminal to heap eV'ery species of accumulated ruin on the 
nation ; but it wotftd be insolent and cruel to aggravate their 
miseries by so gross and barefaced a deception. 

He concluded wfth recommending to ministers, that what- 
iVet was donfe might be speedily done; the moment was 
Critical and decisive, in any event; he feared it was too 

Ta<e;but whether or not, the chance of success could only 

^arise from expedition. 

■ ; Th^e Lord C'/'^«f^//i>r begged to call their Lordships* atteh- 

^ifibii back to the motion before them, agreeing with the 

^fe^riri^aiaw Lord, that it was always c'ustofnary fot commit- 

~'Wes to ^gree to resolutions of fact, but asserting, that the 
(ffd'ticluSion meant to be deduced from these facts ought to be 

^'opened to the committee, previous to their entering into ^y 

"^ resolution. The noble Duke*s intcntiofi, his Lordship de- 
dared^ was altogether a secret to the cbhrmittec as yet,*bu& 
'if he could giiess at all from what had fallen from tht Lord^ 

. who had spoken in favour of the rcsoludoYi," the proposition 
thajt his Grace meant to offer to their 'Lordships cbnsidera- 
'tFoiii was somewhat similar to the liropo^itioh ip Gl'rie^al 
* Gat (2s*s letter, in w!ilch their Lord^^hijis Were adviVed to 
'withdraw their fleets -and aWniesj 'and then to lit'Arfi'crica 
m^e her own tiernis. Hi's" Lordship declared, he sho^ild 

:Jikx>te foV the chairitian's leaving the irh^ir. 
'"""the Duke of Richmnd, With regard to the learrtetllAw 
.Lord wiio sjpoke last, guessing at'*lhefcoiiclusir>n he'mfcant to 
*^raw frpni* the Various resoliitionk which he'liadmoVed,' iiid 

"ffiigbt^ tft 'the "progress of the criqiuiry, move, he said, the 
'Wkrn^d Lcrd^cfertairtfy Was at Kberty to.guess'as much as he 

8'' leai^ed, .feut itWdiirf extra6fdinary if he hit upon 

le'coficlusfpn that wotifii be bffe^-ed, because he really had 
Vlt/not'yet irflii^heiri y^ corifluiion to form", hor could he 
',/pp^i8fy\scftha&t it^tlll he 'had g<5ri6 tl\r6ugh the "Whole 
/en jiiiry,' and hiid eslibliSbicL the various facts on which the 
'ultimate 'ebhV|iih^cfe^^^^ be grounded. Thus 

'^"{dr^hOvf^vhtj he ^^c!Ql3* tdl t^e committee, the object of 
■ 'enquiry wa^ Pfac^f the mode of attempting to effect which 
'• ^^ ' ' 0^2 could 
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could not be determined upon till their Lordships knew the 
real state of public aflfairs, the power of the nation to con- 
tinue the war, the probability of its success, and bow £ur 
we were able to resist an attack from the House o4 Boarbon, 
should any be ms^e. His Grace (declared, he did not belteva 
we should soon be precipitated into a war with France^ adding , 
that he neither rested his belief on the wisdom of ^dlmini- 
stration, nor on our ability to resist an attack ; but that the 
relied on the French king and the French cabinet^ who, hi 
well knew, were exceedingly averse to war. He could not, 
however,, answer for accidents or incidental occurrences, 
which misjht force France to commence hostilities. : Then 
was at this time a difficulty between our court and that of 
Versailles ; France formerly took all her tobacco (whidh is 
a necessary article of consumption, and a great object of 
revenue in that kingdom) from us. We were no longer 
able to supply her, and she had declared that she must |>ro» 
cure tobacco from America, whom she was under the ne- 
cessity of trading with as an independent state. Thi«>- hit 
Grace said, was a difficulty, and how the British mtaistry 
would get over it, he knew not. - '^^^ 

Upon the motion's being put for Lord Scarsdale to l^ie 
the chair, the committee divided, when the numbersT were^' 
Contents - 66 

Non-Contents - 26 "'^ 

The Duke of Richmond's other resolutions were, * 

That it appears to this House, that the greatest number of 
regular land forces serving in North America in 1/75, con- 
sisted of eleven thousand two hundred and nineteen effective 
men, including officers. 

That the operations and events in North America, dur- 
ing the campaign of 1775, consisted chiefly in taking from ' 
liis Majesty, by the provincial forces, the forts on the fron* 
iiers' of Canada, the reduction by the said forces of the 
whole province of Canada, except the city of Quebec, somt 
severe actions in the neighbourhood of Boston in New £iig<- 
land, and the blockade of his Majesty's army in that city> by 
ihe provincial forces. <; • 

That as far as they are informed from the retums'rrfe^. 
red to them, the greatest number of regular l^d forc^e^ 
'serving in North America, in the year 177G, consisted of 
forty-five thousand eight hundred and sixty -five men, offi- 
cers included. . :* - 

That 
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■That the operations and events in North America, during 
the f aropaign of 1 776^ consisted chiefly in a considerable 
adHrantage gained over the provincial forces in an engage- 
ment iai Long IslcHid, the reduction of Staten Island, Long 
Island^ and of the city and island of New York, all within 
t^CniHTOvince of New York ; of the island of Rhode Island, 
within the province of Rhode Island, and a possession of 
pdrt of the Jerseys, all hy his Majesty's arms, under Genera! 
Sir WiUiam Howe; the repulse of an assault on Qjiebcc, 
pnder Generals Montgomery and Arnold ; the raising the 
siege and the blockade of that city, and the rccover^r.of Ca- 
iiadu,! together wkh.the destruction of the American fleet 
00 Lake Champlain, by his Majesty's forces under General 
Sir Guy Carleton; the evacuation of the city of Boston by 
his Nlaje^ty's forces ; the failure of the expedition of the 
S9i4 forces under Sir Peter Parker and General Clinton, 
agaijnst Charles Town, in South Carolina, and the breaking 
into tlie cantonments of his Majesty *« army in the Jerseys 
by the provincial troops under General Washington. 
, That from the returns it appears, the greatest number of 
land forces serving in North America, in 177 J ^ consisted 
of :.Cc>rty. eight thousand six hundred and sixteen men, in* 
clvding officers. 

That the operations and events in North America, during 
the campaign of 1777% were chiefly on the southward — die 
total evacuation of the Jerseys by his Majesty's forces ; the 
invasion of the province of Pensylvania by the land fprces 
Ufider Sir William Howe ; his success in two consideral;>lc 
engagements with the continental army under General Wash- 
ington; the occupation of the city of Philadelphia by lus 
* Majesty's forces ; General Washington taking post within 
fi^urteen. miles of Philadelphia ; Sir William Howe's 
movement of his ^irmy to dislodge General Washington ; 
aftd on finding the enemy's postion unattackable, his retreat 
tQt V.Philadelphia, where he remains entrenched for winter 
^^rters. 

/^To the northward they consisted chiefly in an unsuccessful 
attack of his Majesty's forces, under Colonel St. Leger, at 
I\art 3t^q:wix ;, the t^jng Tjconderoga (wiice evacuated) by 
1h& M^j[es|y*& fpjicefi under Lieutenant General Burgpyne ; 
s^Vi^ral severe engag^unents,, with various success, and the 
^1 loss of the whole ,army under ihe^ said General, coa- . 
listing of seven thousand regular troops, besides others; to- 
iu\\ Q.3 gether 
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gether with the loss of all his artillery, stores, baggage, aii3r 
his whole camp. , r''** 

' That the total result of the operations of his Majesty's 'for- 
ces, and those of his allies, during the three campaignrof 
^77 5^ ^77^9 and 1777, towards the reduction of the* re- 
volted provinces in North America, consisted in the taking 
the cities of New York and Philadelphia ; together Vitli 
Staten Island, Long Island, and Rhode Island'; and that 
there still remains to be reduced the entire provinces oflNeiNr 
Hampshire, Massachusets Bay, and Connecticut ; all thfe 
continental parts of Rhode Island and New York, the whole 
of the provinces of East and West Jersey, the province of 
Pcpsylvania (except the environs of Philadelphia), the coun- 
ties on Delaware, the entire provinces of Maryland, Vir- 
^inia,"^North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
"Ttarthe number of his Majesty's land forces in all North 
Arfrerica, under the several commanders at Philadelphia^ 
New Vorki Rhode Ishind, and Canada, according to t^te 
latest returns, consisted of thirty-six thousand seven hundred 
anil 'thirty-one men. 

Thit'it will require a reinforcement of eleven thousirttl 
eight hundred and eighty-five men, of old troops, to mate 
th6 pfesent army in North America, consivUing of thirty-six 
thbtfsaYid seven hundred and thirty-one men, equal to whit 
it'Was in the course of the last campaign, when it consists 
rif forty. eiglit thousand six hundred and sixteen regular cSd 
trocT^y. "^ ■ -' 

^1 hat. of the thirty-six thousand seven hundred and tHii*- 
ty-bjie'tnen, whlcfi constituted the several armies in Noith 
America, according to the latest returns, there were at the 
saitie time four thousand six hundred and thirty-nine lAcn 
sick. ■ • 

That the number of jand forces in North America, on^<he 
1st of August 1774, together with those that have been s<^Rt 
t6' America, from Gi^eat Britain or Ireland, since that 'pe- 
riod,' to the 31st of December 1777, and those few corps 
' that have been raised in America, amount to sixty-one thou- 
sand ^ik hundred and forty -eight men, and* that dtidii^- 
^ ing the present army of thirty-si^ thousand seven huiiidfiEkl 
?ind thiny-onemenv there appears ro Be lost by deadii iSfe- 
sertiqn, captivity, pr otlKrrwise, twenty -fbiir. thcrd^^ A?iie 
' hupidred and seventeen men; that tftierearfe five ' thou - 
saiii^ ifive hundred and^hirty-sixprftiiiBrSj- which, when ikk- 
change^ or returned, ivnll" rcdiicje tfie^dss bpmen in W-I^fld 

service 
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-service to nineteen thousand one hundred and eij^hty-one^ to 
the end of the year 1777. 

^JV'hicli were severally negatived by the House after Lord 
Scarsdale left the chair. 
Adjourned to the ipth. 

February 19. 
Previous to the order of the day being gone into. 
Earl of Bristol rose, and said, that he thought it a duty 
he owed to the House, as well as himself, whenever he had 
stated any matter of fact to them, to be as accurate as he pos< 
sibly could, who had no information officially. That he 
bad asserted to their Lordships the other night, that there 
wfare between 280 and 290 ships and vessels jn commission, 
seventy -two of which were of the line ; and that the noble 
Lord at the head of the Admiralty had thought proper to 
deny the number of ships of the line, without the hftyrgun 
ships were included, which his Lordship [Earl of Sand- 
wich] would not allow to be of the line ; but he begged 
leave to produce to their Lordships a list of the names of 
every ship in commission of the line, which were 64 with- 
put fifty-gun ships, and seventy -eight including them, and 
282 sail of pendants flying in all. 

, ,That as to ships of fifty guns being reckoned of the line^ 
his Lordship was ashamed to argue it ; but he had brought 
several original lines of battle, of the two last wars, from 
great admirals, wherein they would find fifty-gun ships al- 
ways included ; that whenever the numbers of our line ex- 
ceeded those of the enemy, the smallest ships of the line 
were on that occasion always by signal put out to be ready 
to replace aiiy others damaged in the action ; but his Lord- 
ship added, he had asked several sea commanders, who .>^ere 
surprised at the doubts. His Lordship concluded with say- 
ing, that even on the noble first Lord of the admiralty's 
ground, with all his official knowledge and assistance, that 
instead of fifty -eight sail of the line, that he asserted there 
were no more of, he insisted on there being sixty-four, with- 
out even the fifty -gun ships, which made seventy -eight, and 
that he would not include the Formidable of ninety gups, 
^iitting for an admiral, and the Mars of seventy -four,* he 
believed just paid off, being found rotten, though so lately 
repaired at so great expence. . . 

His Lordship added, that whenever he was doing hi» du^ 

i^y there by his country, and stating facts to,th^ best of His 

J^nowledge, he would not' permit the assumed power of aiiy 

(^ 4 man, 
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man, however high in office, to restrain him there* oroHS- 

represent him elsewhere. t.vrjh 

Earl of Sandwich repHed, he would likewise not be sQenci^ 
by any Lord whatever, when he was upon a point of right;; 
he therefore stuck to liis first assertion, that there were Q<y 
more than 58 line of battle ships, and that fifty -gun ships 
were not included as such that ever he heard of ; he coiifessiJd, 
indeed, there was one ninety-gun ship, and two or three 
others, which perhaps may make the noble Lord's calculi* 
tion pretty right, but those were not ready for sea, though 
they were in commission. 

Karl o^ Bristol said, he would not draw off* their Lordshi|» 
further from the business of the day, other than to abide; by 
the list he had drawn out upon that paper being authenlic.: 
and as, says he, to his Lordship's thinking 1 made no,4i* 
stinction between ships being fit- for sea and commission, if 
I was to calculate only by the former, I would not allow 
bis Lordship half the number, .^ 

The House went into a committee of the whole. HouMf 
Lord Scaf«dale in the chair. , -?. 

The Duke of Richmond said, he must particularly iotrcjtt 
their Lordships indulgence, as the subject he was aboul-^to 
treat of that day was in its nature dry and unpleasant. Thiifc 
to look into their private accounts, he believed, was a mattdr. 
which, however disagreeable it might be at all times, was on 
some occasions indispensably necessary, especially so when 
their Lordships ste\yards had ruined their estates. The na- 
tion, his Grace said, was, in consequence of the war, ren- 
dered almost bankrupt ; and although the enormous expence 
which had been incurred was past a remedy, it might.yet he 
right to enquire by what means the ruin had been brought 
on, and to ascertain how far the stewards were to blame, in 
order to prevent the same .stewards from continuing iuofficey 
and being entrusted in the conduct of those means which 
might offer themselves, as proper to be practised for the re- 
(lemption of the public estate. 

Having premised thus much, his Grace proceeded to in- 
form their Lordships, . that he meant to go into an investiga*- 
tion of the expences which the American war had cost the 
nation ; and as he had heard that proposals for peace wove 
agitating in the Lower House of Parliament, he was parti^ 
cularly happy in having been able to prepare the subject for 
their Lordships, as he thought it might essentially tend to di- 
rect the l.ords inoffige in the purpuit of their pacjiic pur- 
poses. 
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ipdsesy and in the forwarding! of those measures which he un- 
derstood would short iy be submitted to the considcn-tion. of 
the Hpiise : respecting these motions, his Grace de':iared he 
shoard for the present reserve his sentimcrits, as he thought 
thiem too materia! and important to be spoken to upon hear- 
' *4y,or the vague report of any particular expressions which 
might have fallen from any person in the course of conversa- 
tion in another House of Parliament, but that he sho-./'d pay 
every possible attention to the subject, when it w.-s commit- 
ted to paper, and was regularly before their Loroships. 

In order the better to ascertain the expences of the war, 
the Duke said, he had taken the ratio of the public cost for 
four of the years when we Enjoyed profound peace ; and as 
we had not been burthened with expenccon account of any fo- 
reign war, during the continuance of our war with America,- 
he conceived that it was fair \o ascribe to that alone every ex- 
cess in point of public expenditure, which could be made ap- 
pear to have taken place during that period, upon a compari- 
son with the state of the public expenditure in time of pro- 
found peace. His Grace, after informing their Lordships 
that a mimite investigation of the various articles which 
formed the divisions and subdivisions under the great heads 
of public expence, would take up too much of their Lord- 
ships time, and, in fact, would swell his detail to a much 
larger size than it would be possible for their Lordships, with 
their utmost attention, to comprehend at once, declaring he 
should content himself with considering the standing expence 
of the nation at all times under the three great heads, namely, 
the army, the navy, and the ordnance, comprehending under 
each of these heads, the ordinaries and extraordi.iaries, the 
navy debt, &c, his Grace then took out a manuscript sheet 
from some papers which he held in his hand, and stated from 
it to the House, the gross sums which the army, the navy, 
and the ordnance cost upon an average in titnes of peace; 
what they cost in 1775^ and what in 177(5. With respect 
to 1777> he was obliged, in some sort, to rdy on calcula- 
tion, as the increase of the navy debt was not yet reported 
to the Lower Houi^e : but that in every matter relative to the 
enquiry which he had troubkd their Lordships about, he had 
taken the greatest care. 16 state the number and value of eaeh 
article -considerably under the proper ^aantum and rate, and 
on the present oaca^iorl be had pursued the same rule; and so 
jimwilling 'was he to mislead their Ldrdfihijps, that if any of 
ibe Lords in office thought he- erred in any one particulakr, 

he 
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he would readily give up his own sum, and let that which 
they declared to be the just one take its place in the account. 

From the state of the year 1777, when the seamen voted 
were increased to 45,000, and there was a vote of credit for 
a million, the Duke reported that the excess was six millioxis 
nine hundred and odd thousand pounds. 

With regard to the present year, his Grace said, he should 
take that up as to the number and expences of the seamen, 
upon the ground of the votes, and regulate each other arti- 
cle by an average of the expence of the year 1777, which 
he conceived their Lordships would think at least a moderate 
calculation. 

The seamen voted for the service of the present year were 
60,000 ; the increase of expence on which account^ as well 
as the increase occasioned by the new levies of 16^000 men 
for the army now raiding, added to the presumed amount of 
each of the other articles, together with a vote of credit of « 
million, which he supposed would take place as usual in tiqifi 
of war, this stated would increase the excess to nine millmif. 

Adding together the amount of the excess of each of |he 
four years, as stated above, the Duke said the amount of (thf^ 
whole would be found to be twenty-three millions eight knii- 
dred thousand and odd pounds. : m 

Besides which, his Grace bid their Lordships recoliect,.tbat 
if peace was so far forwarded, that the preliminaries wiere 10 
be signed as that day, that nevertheless there would remaHva 
tail of ex pence which would amount to a considerable sum. In 
order to explain this, the Duke rr ^^'rred to the accounts of 
the state expences for the four yearo lollowing the close of the 
last war, from which it appeared, that the bringing the sol- 
diers home from Germany, and other expences, (which his 
Grace circumstantially stated) swelled to the enormous sum^f 
eleven millions. Were peace made with America, manyaad 
obvious would be the causes of expence. We had muchfaif- 
ther tp bring our army home than from Germany ; transpoitSy 
&c. would cost a great deal ; and, add to this, the Hessian 
soldiers were not only to be paid for, as if in actual service, 
to the moment that they were delivered in Hesse proper, but 
a year's subsidy was to be paid that prince after his meahad 
been so delivered. These, and a great variety of ca(use.9) 
would, the Duke said, co-operate to create expence; an49'^ 
the tail of expence after the last war had amounted to eley^ 
millions, he conceived he might fairly estimate the tail of ex- 
pence which would follow our war with America at;nine mil- 
lions. 
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lions^ which^ added to the twenty -three millions eight hun- 
dilsd thousand and odd pounds, already incurred, would make 
the expence of the war, were it ended this day, near thirty- 
three millions. 

His Grace added, that every additional year it was con- 
tinued, would at least cost nine additional millions ; and after 
rieasoninff some time on the incapacity of the state to bear the 
burthen, said, he hoped as the resolutions of facts which he 
meant to move would essentially serve the project of making 
peace, about to come under their Lordships consideiation, 
as they would open the eyes of the public, and convince the 
people at large of the necessity of putting an immediateend 
to the war, that they would not be opposed, and meet the 
fete of the others, which he had moved on prior occasions. 
His Grace then moved, 

■ ^^ That it appears to this committee, that the expences of 
the navy, army, and ordnance* as voted by Parliament, and 
ifktn on an avferage of years of profound peace, have not ex- 
ceeded the sum of 3,37l,OOOl." 

J-'Earlof 5ff^//tsaid, in his opinion it was highly inexpedient 
9iid exceedingly wrong, to admit the resolution now urged^ 
afid he, for^ne, should certainly give it his negative. He 
could not at all agree to the doctrine, that resolutions being 
founded in fact, was any argument why they should be 
agreed to. There were many truths that might be easily as- 
eertained to their Lordships, which it would be extremely 
improper to declare, or give a parliamentary sanction to. 

He said, if he had foreseen the manner the committee was 
to be employed, he should have opposed it in the most direct 
manner. The noble Duke had alluded to measures proposed 
in another House*, and supposed, that the information brought 
toith in the committee would furnish ministers with a reason 
ot apology for changing their plan. For this part, he was of 
opinion, that proposing to resolve matters of fact, declarative 
of Our weakness, would operate in a manner directly the re- 
Vefse, and render the plan of peaccj which his Grace seemed 
•so^d^sirous to ac<lomplish, much more hazardous and difficult. 
Thenobie Duke, though he had stated facts, had proved 
thereby nothing consequential ; the decrease of commerce, 
loss-by c£rp<ure^,' fall c^f stocks, increase of expence, and loss 
^f iives, which the noble Duke had brought forward to sur- 
charge the picture of our national distress, were not unusual ; 
they were uniformly the concomitants of a state of war. But 
if he had no other objection to the resolutions but the uncer- 
tainty 
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tainty of the calculations, that would be sufficient to deter- 
mine his vote on the present occasion. It was impossible yet 
to determine what the extra expences of the army, for the 
year 1777^ would amount to. The account of the navy 
debt of the same year was not yet before the House, thou^ 
the noble Earl near him [Lord Sandwich} computed U .t>D 
memory to be one million three hundred thousand pounds 
and a fraction. The difficulty was still greater in respect of 
the extra services of the present year, which could not be 
estimated till the next year. So that if he had no other rea- 
son to oppose the resolutions, their want of certainty andac*' 
curacy, as to the sums specified, fully justified him in his in- 
tended motion, which was, that the House be resumed." 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that the noble Earl need 
not have puzzled himselfin search of arguments which, atthe 
best, were but palliative. He might ha.ve spared himself the 
trouble to hunt for apologies for his present conduct j ujador 
the pretence, that assenting to the resolutions would be a p^bf^ 
lie declaration of our national weakness; for the truth nim/ 
Chat our weakness was already known to every body butioiirrr 
selves, and that long before the present committee was i^tm^ 
ed : but if a doubt remained, the moving^he resolutions JO 
the House, where they must stand recorded on our journals:, 
and. from thence make their way to the public, as so many 
acknowledged facts by those very persons who put a negati^ 
upon them at once, annihilated the pretence of concealing 
either our present dangerous and defenceless state from our 
enemies, or the Nation at large. It would be much more 
consonant, therefore,, to the noble Earl's candour, and th^' 
haughtiness and explicit tone affected by ministers, to de- 
clare, that the reason which induced them to put a negative 
on the matters of fact allufled to was, because those facts con- 
tained the most full and unequivocal proofs of their miscon- 
duct ; and informed the Nation, that its present ruinous and 
alarming situation was brought upon it by a set of miiii3teriS 
who had wantonly plunged it into an unjust and unnaturgd- 
war ; who had spilt its best blood, and already wasted tw<?a- 
ty-four millions of its treasure ; and now, after persisting. \n 
these weak and wicked measures for more than thr-oe. yeafa.jf 
after refusing so much as to hear of any terms,' but siich:fiA 
would have rendered the" colonies mere slaves, were now,pr^«.: 
paring to isiie for peace, and make the most humiljating <jfffi-; 
cessions. He remarked, it was no great discovery- the noJ)l^ 
Eart bad made, when he said^ a state of war was attended 

with 
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with expence ; the assertion was granted before it was made : 
but when the objects of war were considered, even with a 
foreign enemy, which implies a necessity, offensive and de- 
fensive, and was compared with the present, which was wan^ 
tonly made on our own subjects, he was astonished how the 
noble Lord could offer to amuse their Lordships with a gene- 
ral assertion, every way inapplicable to the occasion and event. 
If we went to war even to obtain a just object, had we ob- 
tained it ? No! — We had spent every drop of blood, and 
every shillinsf, not barely to no purpose, but to the worst 
purposes ! We had lost, in the first instance, one-third of the 
empire ; we had lost America. 

His Grace observed, that it behoved the country gentle«> 
men to look to the melancholy situation they had brought 
themselves into, by the implicit coni-dence they reposed in 
such ministers, and that in pursuit of a mere trifle. In order 
to obtain a penny, they had risqued a pound ; both were lost, 
and now they had the comfort to reflect, that they had con- 
tracted for a debt of thirty -three millions, which was saddling 
themselves and their posterity with a perpetual land-Ux (for 
by the lands thiis burden must be ultimately borne) of four 
shillings in the pound. 

The noble Earl threatened a dissolution of the enquiry, on 
account of the improper manner in which it was conducted. 
Why did not his Lordship, or some other of the King's ser- 
vants, take a part in it ? The committee was as open to them 
as to any other noble Lord. It was meant to be a general, 
not a partial enquiry. The very title of it imported so 
much. Did not an enquiry into the state of the nation in- 
vite every one of their Lordships to contribute and take a 
share in it ? For his part, if the noble Earl wished to dis- 
solve the comtnittec, he had no personal reason, at least, to 
wish for its continuance. He had gone through as many 
heads as came 'properly within his knowledge, habit of life, 
or application. He hoped some other Lords would take up 
the enquiry where he ended : and that, particularly, those 
papers on the table, relative to the navy, would be taken 
into consideration. As there was a bill, however, now be- 
fore the other House, containing a plan, of conciliation with 
A-merica, which must of course come before their Lordships 
in the course of the ensuing week, he recommended to post" 
pone furthgr proceedings in the committee till that bill should 
be disposed of. 

Earl 
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Earl of Coventry said, the great characteristic marki" (dif 
natiopal prosperity were population, riches, respect with fo- 
reign powers, the dignity of the crown, and union~afn<dfi^ 
ourselves. When any of these were confessedly wanting; fa 
was a demonstrative proof, that, let the cause originate wbcife 
it might, the nation did not enjoy that state of prospctky 
which was deemed desirable. When they were all Wantiii|, 
it v/as no longer a doubt, but, besides radical causes, thiE&t tbs 
government of the country was placed in improper hainids^; 
particularly if the transition was sudden, from a state oftKe 
greatest and most justly envied prosperity, to the most huini* 
liating and degrading. If no probable cause of such a su<£3en 
transition was apparent, then the evils, of whatever magni- 
tude or extent of effect, might be fairly laid at the door idf 
those to whom the exercise of the executive powers ^f ' ilte 
state were intrusted. ' '* ' 

His Lordship then proceeded to consider the stale d1f\iie 
nation under these several heads. \.r^^' 

In point of population, experience had proved V^iJSd 
question, that our numbers were visibly on the decr^se. 
The great load of debt, and the consequent difBc^ulty of j^ifo- 
curing a comfortable livelihood, from the enhanced ^i^ti^pl 
the necessaries of life, had produced a spirit of emigtatfeij ; 
he perceived the decrease of numbers in his own neigfcbbinr- 
hood: he did not think it fair to draw conclusions frohif(ij§il 
effects, operating in this or that neighbourhood, or dlstHct ; 
but, he said, he was fully justified, by the tardy anS tmsiifc- 
cessful manner the recruiting service had been carried; dii, to 
maintain his proposition as a general prte* Recruits Wi&e 
not to be had on almost any terms. Ministers said, the war 
was a popular war ; it might be s6 : if it was, it afforded an 
additional proof of the truth of his assertion, that our num- 
bers were on the decrease, which was otie of the nioit cer- 
tain indications of the decline of nationil^ prdspefity. 

Riches was the next test of the true state of any coUnfty. 
He heard a great deal of the opulence of individuals. "He 
was daily a witness of the iricreasing luxufy arid Ahi\^^i\Ql\ 
of the times : but were those miarks'of natural prosperity ? 
He believed not. If individuals were rich, was il6t the State 
poor ? Who could say where the property was, in which feVe- 
ry man almost counted himself a partner ? Was not a grfeit 
part of this property Ideal? Could tho*se whowwfe spending 
their fortunes in folly and debauchery , arid either fbbbjhg 
the public or beggaring their Own families, be said to te 

rich ? 
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rich ? Certainly not : and he even had many doubts as to 
individual riches. He allowed there was a great nrany per- 
sons, perhaps more than at any other period, who carried on 
considerable mercantile and other trading business: but was 
it because this or that man could write his name on a slip o£ 
paper for 30001. tliat such men were to be deemed rich? By 
no means. It shewed no more than that our credit was im- 
liaense ; that our very inability to pay furnished us with the 
means of appearing opulent : but when it was considered, that 
more than a hundred millions of the standing property of the 
nation was ideal, and only due from ourselves to ourselves^ 
tliat paper in other transactions was the chief medium of trade 
and cpmmerce ; we had every reason to believe that not on- 
ly the state was poor, but that even individuals were far from 
being opulent ; and if we should continue to go on as we had 
for the last ten years, and, in consequence of such a career, 
W.e should be drove to rely solely on our real resources, in- 
stead of paper, he feared, so far from being an opulent, we 
fbpuld find ourselves a most indigent and distressed nation. 
I As to the dignity of the crown, and the personal ease of 
the Sovereigo, he had every reason to believe this would be 
found wanting. There was towards the close of the last ses- 
sion a very considerable sum of money gr^mted to discharge 
the arrears of the civil list, and a much more considerable 
augnjentation made to his Majesty's income. He believed 
that the money granted by Parliament served to relieve same 
persons about St. James's, and answered other purposes ; but 
further the generosity of Parliament neither appeared nor 
was felt ; and thus the money intended for the fairest, most 
hpnourable, and noblest purposes, was employed to others of 
a yery difierent and pernicious nature. 

On national character, or the respect which we bore with 
foreign nations, that, he had every reason to believe, was. 
still in a more marked contradiction to what was generally 
understood to denote national prosperity. The truth was, 
that we had been for some years insulted and contemned 
by almost every power in Europe, with whom wc had any 
thing; to do, . The United Provinces, who were our an- 
cient, and, in some jespects, our natural allies, had not only 
refused us ajl aid, but had. actually from the commence- 
ment of the . present . contest, given ever^' assistance they 
could to Our revolted subjects in America. Another great 
power on the continent [Prussia] had, on account of a state 
Remand, due ever since the Is^te inglorious peace, refused a 
^* ' passage 
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passage to the foreign troops taken into our pay ; by which 
the iTiOSt favourite measures of our ministers, as jEar as that 
circuniitance could be supposed to operate, were defeated. 
France, our natural rival and enemy, had carried on a trade 
with our colonies, and had supplied them with all kinds of 
miHiary stores ; by which particular assistance, more than 
any other circumstance whatever, our colonies had been 
enabled to resist the most vigorous exertions of the whole 
force ofdiis country. If respect with foreign powers was an 
evidence of national prosperity, surely national prosperity 
was never at a lo\\er ebb. 

On the last point, that of union at home, he said he be- 
lieved, since tlie hrst establishment of government in this 
country, it never was more disunited. The other causes 
operating so strongly, he said it was impossible it could be 
otherwise ; and now he was fiee to declare, he saw no means 
of saving us from certain destruction, hut taking the advice 
given by Manly in the play of the Provoked Husband> to 
his friend Sir Francis Wronghead. In the midst of the 
knight's distress, he applies for advice to Manly, who tells 
him, " Sir Francis, the road which brought you here will 
lead you back to the place from which you set out.'* Now, 
says his Lordship, I cannot help thinking that the wisest waf 
for us to recover from the distress brought on this country 
by the fatal effects of the American war, is to tread back, 
step by step, every one motion we have made respecting it. 

Earl of Suffolk replied, that Great Britain was by no means 
.that contemptible country in the eyes of other courts which 
had been described. What the noble Earl had asserted relative 
lo the Dutch, was altogether ill-founded. No person on 
earth could have acted a more friendly part than the States 
of Holland had taken, respecting Great Britain, from the 
commencement of her quarrel with America. It was very 
true, that interested individuals had attempted more than 
once to trade with the rebel subjects of this country, but as 
soon as the Briush minister at the Hague had presented a me- 
morial stating any such fact, the greatest respect and atten- 
tion had been immediately paid to it. The noble Earl was 
equally mistaken, respecting the German prince's refusing to 
suffer our German auxiliaries to pass through his territories. 
The fact was, that a denial was given, but it was by no 
means hostile! y given, or placed upon an unhandsome foot- 
ing ; very different reasons were assigned from those stated by 

the 
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the Doble Earli and such reasons as Great Britain readily ad* 
ipitted the propriety and force of. 

: The question put, that the ciiairman do leave the chair. 
Contents 66, Non-Contents 28. 

As soon as the House was resumed, the Duke of Richmond 
moved several resolutions, founded on the several facts stated 
in the course of his speech, which were severally negatived 
by the previous question. 

The following is an exact Copy of the RESOLUTIONS. 

No. I. 

That it appears to this House, that the expences of the 
nayy, array, and ordnance, as votoi by Parliament, and taken 
on an average of years of profound peace, has not exceeded 
jf .3,37 1,000 /^r annumy under the following heads : 

Navy. £. • 

t6,ooo seamen, at 52/. per ann. per man 832,000 

Ordinary of the navy, upon an average, from 

1764 to 1772, inclusive - - 410,000 

Ship-building taken upon an average, from 1766 

to 1770, inclusive - , - 284,000 

Atinual increase of navy debt on i6,coo seamen, 

taken on an average of 1765, 6, 7, 8, 9 lit, 000 

Total of navy expence i ,637,000 

Armv. 

Guards, garrisons, plantations, &c. about 1,000,000 

Chelsea and half pay, &c. - - 230,000 

Staff, widows, &c. - - - 15,000 
Extraordinaries of the army, on an average, 

from 1768 to 177s - - - 269,000 

Total of army expence 1,51 4,000 

ORDNANtTE. 

Ordinary - - . - 170,000 

Extraordinary - - - - 50,000 

Total of ordnance expence 220,000 

Army - - 1,514,000 

Navy - - 1,637,000 

Total of establishment for navy, army, and ord- 
nance, on an average of years profound peace 3;37i>ooo 
Vol. IX. R No. 
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No. 11. 
That it appears to this House, that the expences of the 
navy, army, and ordnance, for the year 1775, exceeded the 
peace establishment in a sum not less than £.1^783,225, un- 
der the following heads : 



Navy; 

Seamen, i8>ooo, at 5a/. per ann. per man 
Ordinary - - - 

Ship.building, and Greenwich hospital 
Increase of navy debt 



936,000 
444.680 

8x2,479 



Total of navy expence 2,496,538 



Army. 
Guards and garrisons - »- 

Forces in the plantations - - 

Difference of pay at Minorca and Gibraltar 
Generals and staff , - - 

Chelsea hospital 

Half-pay ... 

Reduced horse guards . - . 

Widows 

Augmentation of 4,383 men, land forces 
Difference of British and Irish pay for dragoons 
Hanoverians voted 1776, for service of 1775 
Extraordinaries voted 1776, incurred 1775 



627,61 
386,181 
a,874 
"*47S 

122,221 

105,326 

870 

628 

67,706 

9.536 

^^6,783 

845.165 



Total of army expence 2,206,457 



Ordnance. 
Ordinary - - - - 

Extra, voted 1776, incurred 1775 



228,059 
223,171 



Total of ordnance expence 4519230 
Army - - 2,206,457 

Navy - - 2,496,5^ 

— — ' r 

Total navy, army, and ordnance expences 5> 1541225 

Deduct the peace establishment - 3.37 if 000 

The excess of expence in the year 1775, over 
and above the ordinary peace establishment, 
was - [. . 1,783.21s 

K6. 
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N©. III. 
That it appears to this House, that the expences of the 

navjTf army, and ordnance, for the year 1776, exceeded the 
peace establishment in a sum not less than b,i33,582/. under 
the following heads : 

Navy. £, 

Seamen, 2 £,000, at 5a/. per ann, per man 1,456,000 

Ordinary ... . , 426,904 

Ship-building - - - 339>^S' 

Greenwich hospital - - . - 5,000 

Increase of navy debt - - - 1,926,159 

Total of navy expence 4,153,214 

Army. 

Guards and garrisons - - 659,200 

Forces in the plantations - - 723,132 

Difference of British and Irish pay - 42,530 

Generals and staff - - - ' ii>S05 

Chelsea hospital - - - 107,512 

Half pay - - . ' 97,C75 

Reduced horse guards - - . - 850 

Pensions to widows - . - 608 

Augmentation of land forces - - 899063 

Ditto - - - « 15,072 

Ditto - - - - 80,984 

Ditto - - - - 7,938 

•Ditto - . . • i37,44g 

Highlanders, 2 batt. * '. 47>4oo 

Hanoverians, .1776 - - . 40,8^8 

Hessians . - - * - - 381,887 

Ditto artillery - . . I3>973 

Ditto levy money - - - 4>244 

Hanau regiment • - - 19,006 

Artillery of ditto - - - ' 3*383 

Brunswickers • - - 121,475 

I reg-of Waldeck - - -» 16,483 

Extraordinaries incurred 1776 and voted 1777 1,200,602 

Total of army expence 3,829,008 

R 2 Ordnance* 
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Ordnance. £, 

Ordinary • - - 2i49«655 

Extraorainaries - - - . 272,705 

Total of ordnance expence 522,360 

Vote of credit , - * - 1,000,000 

Navy 4,153,214 

Army 3,829,008 

Ordnance 522^360 

Total navy, army, and ordnance expence 9*504,582 

Deduct the peace establishment ' ^ 3937i>ooo 

The excess of expence in 1776, over and above 

the ordinary peace establishment, was ^»^22fSfi^ 

No. IV. 
That it appears to this House that the expences df the 

navy, army, and ordnance for the vear 1777> will exceedihe 
peace establishment in a sum not less than 6,977,985/. uncbr 
the following heads : 

Navy. 

Seaman, 45,000, at 52/. f^r ann. per man 2,340,000 

Ordinary and Greenwich hospital - 405,805 

Ship-building - . . 465,500 

Total of navy expence (exclusive of navy debt) 3>2i 1,305 

Army. 

Guards and garrisons - - 648,009 

Generals and staff - ... 1^9473 

Forces in the plantations - - - 949>7ao 

Difference in British and Irish pay - 479I78 

Foreign troops - - - 57^^So6 

Artillery to ditto - - - 311^05 

Half pay - - . 94,371 

Chelsea ... * 105,279 

Widows - - - .. 210 

Additional foreign troops - - 96,034 

Old German claims - - « 4i>8do 

Total of army expience (exclusive of extraordi- 

naries) ^ - - 2,597,025 

Ordnancb. 
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Ordnance. £. 

Ordinary . - - - 320,111 

EjjLttaordinary - - - - Z^*4l^Z 

Total of ordnance 620,594 

Part of vote of credit -r - 793>3oo 

Navy expencc 3>2i 1,305 

Army - 2,597,025 

Ordnance - 020,594 

7,222,224 
The increase of the navy debt, and the extraor* 
dinaries of the army for this year, not being 
as yet laid before Parliament, are not includ- 
ed in the above account. In the year 1776, 
when there wer^ 17,000 seamen, and several 
* thousand land forces less than in 1777, these 
two articles amounted to 3,126,701/, If in 
the present year they should not exceed that 
sum - - - 3,126,761 

The total expence for navy, army, and osd- 
. nance will be - - - 10^348,985 

Deduct peace establishment 3937i«ooa 

Excess of expence in the year i777f over and 
above the ordinary peace establishment 6,977,985 

No, V. 
That it appears to this House that the expences of the 
|)avy, army^ and ordnance, for the year 1778, will exceed 
the peace establishment in a sum not less than 4,860,2^/; 
Exclusive of navy debt, and extraordinaries of army and ord- 
nance, and including those articles, in a sum not less than 
nine millions. 

Navy. 
60,000 seamen, at 52/. per ann. p^r man ^ 3>I20,000 

Ordinary of the navy and Greenwich hospital ^I^JAoo 

Ship-building - - - 488,695 

Total navy expence, (exclusive of navy debt) 4*005,895 

Rj * Akmy. 
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Army. £. 

Guards and garrisons - - 634>^0 

Forces in the plantations - - 9^fi4i 

Half pay -, - - - 90,939 

Reduced horse guards - - - 71a 

Chelsea hospital - - - 105,431 
Widows - - - - ' ^38 

Generals and staff - - - ^^A73 

Biffererice of British and Irish pay - 52>9^3 

Foreign troops - - - 652,852 

Artillery to foreign troops - - ^7»379 

Augmentation of 15,016 British forces 286,63« 

Ditto of 1,632 British land forces at Gibraltar 18,895 

Total army expcnce, (exclusive of cxtraordi- 

nariesj - • . . , 2,84:^,557 

Ordnance. • 

Ordinary - - - - 382,816 

Vote of credit - - - 1,000,000 

Navyexpence 41005,895 

Army 2,842,557 

OrdnancQ 382,816 

Total cxpence for navy, army, and ordnanpe 8,231,268 

From whence deducting the usual peace esta- 
blishment - - - 3j37i>ooo 
The excess already voted for 1778 is - 4,860,268 
In the above account is not included the navy 
debt, nor the extraordinaries of the army and - 
ordnance ; those three articles in 1776, when 
there were 32,000 seamen, and upwards of 
16,000 land forces less than in the present 
year, amounted to 3>339,307/. And as these 
cxpences generally increase in some degree of 
proportion with the number of men employjfid, 
it is probable they will, for the present y^ar, , 
amount to a sum not less than - . 4,200,000 

Which will make the excess for the year 1778 

amount to - - . - 9,060,268 

No. VI. 
That it appears to this Hpuse, from the experience of 
past times, that whenever peace shall be restored, great ex- 

' pcncc5 
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pences must necessarily be still incurred. That the charge 
of paying the troops till they can be brought home, and 
before they can be disbanded, and particularly the fo- 
reign troops, for some of which this Nation is to pay 
even for twelve months after they are returned into their 
own country ; the expence of re-conveying our army, 
artillery and stores, across the Atlantic, and sending the 
foreigners to Germany, and the arrears and demands of 
various sorts, will create an excess of expence in the years 
immediately following a peace, little short of what it will 
be in the last year of the war. From whence it appears, 
that if peace was this day restored, the cost of the present 
war would be as follows : 

Excess in the year 1775 - - 1,783,225 

177^ - - 6,133,582 

» I777i probably upwards of 6,977,985 

177s, probably upwards of 9,000,000 

23,894,792 
And if peace Is not concluded till the end of this 

year, 1778, jyobably the further sum of 9,000,000 

32,894,792 

Adjourned to the 23d. 

February 23. 

No debate. Adjourned to the 25th. 
February 25. 

The Duke of Bolton moved, '^ That an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, most humbly to beseech his Ma- 
jesty, that he will be graciously pleased to give directions 
that there be laid before this House, copies of the last re- 
turns of the state and condition of his Majesty's ships and 
vessels of war, now in America, and under the command of 
Lord Howe." 

Agreed to. 

His Grace next moved, *^ That the surveyor of the na- 
vy do attend this House on Monday next (March 2, being 
the day to which the committee on the state of the Nation 
was adjourned.) 

The Earl of Sandwich said, that the enquiry into the state 
of the Nation had already been pushed further than was 
warranted either by prudence or policy ; that with regard to 
the state of the navy, for his own part, he cared not how 

R 4 closely 
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closely the subject was investigated ;. but viewing the mat- 
ter as a statesman, he could not with-hold his objections agaipa^ 
the present motion. It was not possible for it to answer any 
g.ood purpose, and if carried, might do the state much niis- 
chief. 

Duke of Bolton replied that, from what the first Lord of 
the Admiralty had so often said respecting the flourishing 
state of the navy, he little expected to. see him rise and im- 
pede that inquiry which tended to provje what the Earl 
declared he wished all the world knew. , All he aimed at was 
to obtain authentic information, and at this critical period 
to convince the Nation of the real state of the Navy. That 
no person was surely so proper to throw light upon the sub- 
ject as the surveyor of the navy; the propriety or imprp- 
priety of the questions might be determined at the time of 
putting them. He nieant not to inquire into the state of 
.the ordinary, or to press upon any tender ground. He 
merely intended to interrogate as to the condition of the 
ship^ in commission, which he conceived to be a fair object 
of inquiry, and he could not but hope that their Lqrdship3 
would concur with him in opinion, and support his motion. 

The Lord CA^Wf^/Z^r left the, woolsack, and said, that to 
examine the surveyor of the navy, who, of course, was 
in eyery secret respecting the state of the ships in actual 
service, or preparing for service, was, in his opinion, 
highly impolitic. The first Lord of the Admiralty had 
repeatedly declared the navy to be in a flourishing condition, 
and he did not doubt but it was so. To \yhat end then ex- 
amine an officer at the bar, whose examination, most proba- 
bly, would tend to divulge matters which ought to be kept 
secret ? Two hundred questions or more might be put to him, 
for nobody could foretell either their number or their na- 
ture. It was no justification therefore of the present mo- 
tion, for the Duke singly to declare, that he would not press 
upon tender ground, much less was it a justification of it for 
his Grace to remind their Lordships that it was in their power 
to prevent any improper questions being put ; such a pre- 
vention or refusal would have a worse effect than a compli- 
ance with every question that could be proposed ; for men 
without doors would naturally imagine, that the answer must 
necessarily have been more alarming than possibly it would 
have turned out. 

The Duke of Richmond said^ he hardly knew in what man- 
ner to reply to the strange objection which he had just heard 

made 
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made to the noble Duke's motion ; the Lords in oE5ce were 
determined to preclude Parliament from reaping any bene- 
fit from the inquiry. There had not been a single propo- 
sition made by the Lords who sat near him, tending to ob- 
tain information as to the real state of the Nation, which had 
hot been objected to, and denied since the inquiry was be- 
gun. To what end then pursue the inquiry ? Let their 
Lordships recollect, that it was not now the moment to de- 
bate or refuse what was urged by the noble Duke in his mo-, 
lion. The House had resolved to inquire into the state and 
condition of the navy previous to the recess. Before that 
resolution was come into, was the hour to object, and not 
the present. Parliament had resolved to inquire, Parliament 
now wished to inquire, and the Lords in office were endea- 
vouring to prevent them from so doing. The noble Duke 
moved for the surveyor of the navy to attend at the bar, and 
the learned Lord who had left the woolsack objected ! Why ? 
Because the surveyor of the navy knew every thing relative to 
the real state and condition of the navy ! the very reason, in 
his opinion, why the surveyor, of all other men, was the most 
fit person to be examined. With regard to what had fallen 
from the first Lord of the Admiralty, how was his declaration 
of that day to be reconciled with his language on the .first day 
of the session, when, in reply to the speech of a noble Earl, 
not then present, [Earl of Chatham] he had said the navy 
was in so flourisliing a condition, that he cared ndt who 
knew itj that he wished foreign powers were acquainted, 
with it, as he was sure it would effectually tend to preserve 
us from any probability of war ; that he cared not how 
soon the inquiry was begun, and that he would assist as far 
as fie could : now that the day of inquiry was approaching, 
that the means for effectually coming at a true knowledge of 
the condition of the navy were actually entered upon, the 
noble Lord said, as a statesman, he wished the House to pro- 
ceed no further. Was this consistent ? He saw now, how- 
ever, that administration uniformly persisted in attempting to 
deceive the public. 

Earl of Sandwich said, that the noble Duke who made 
the .motion, knew that in every country there were ships 
upon paper which were fiot Jit for service. That it was politic 
always to put the best face upon the state of the navy, and 
it never had been deemed wise to pry too minutely into par- 
ticulars, which if generally known, could do no good, but 
might be the cause of injuTy to the nation 5 he repeated that 

the 
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the navy was in a most flourishing condition, and advised the 
jDoble* Duke to withdraw his motion. 

The Duke of Bolton said, that he was far from wishing to 
expose the weakness of the navy, and that from what the 
first Lord of the Admirahy had so often said about its fine 
condition, he could not but be greatly surprised at his pre- 
sent language. His Grace declared our ships were thtf best 
bull-dogs we could turn out against foreign powers, and that 
he xras in hopes to have found the noble Earl's declarations 
respecting the navy true, and not to have been forced to 
believe that they, as well as his motions relative to the 
quantity of timber in our yards, &c. were mere parade, and 
words of high sound but little import. 

Lord Dudley said, it was a custom in all countries to keep 
the state of the navy as secret as possible. 

Duke of Richmond said, it was evident the first Lord of 
the Admiralty was running away from an inquiry, which he 
tad pretended to be eager to begin: that the whole business, 
as most of the Lords in office treated it, rendered the in- 
quiry a mere joke, or something worse, a deception of the 
Nation ! ' 

Earl Gower said, that he had no doubt but every one' of 
their Lordships lamented that some of the papers then upon 
the table had been asked for. That the account of the sta- 
tion of the cruizers was exceedingly improper. The pre- 
sent motion was equally so. Cut bono at this time, when we 
were probably on the eve of a war with France, to expose 
the weak parts of the navy, and teach foreign powers how 
they miorht best attack us ? 

Earl of Effingham produced two extracts, one from the 
journals of the Lords, and the other from the Commons, 
shewing that in J707, on a similar inquiry, the quantity and 
value of the naval stores then in the yards, were given in to 
each House, and other matters, to the. full as delicate as the 
object of the present motion, were fully entered upon. He 
wished the noble Earl who' said we were on the eve of a 
war with France, would have spoken more fully to so im- 
portant a point ; in order that the House might judge of 
the propriety of immediately advising his Majesty to call 
out the militia, and of taking other measures to put the 
kingdom into a better state of defence. 

Earl Gower to explain, said, that he had only in the course 
of his speech mentioned a war with France as a probable 
event ; that as affairs stood at present, and considering the 

situation 
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situation of this country with America, it was not at all un- 
likely, and therefore it was natural for him to have his ap- 
prehensions of its taking place soon. Before he sat down, 
he said, he must declare, that he knew nothing of a treaty 
having been signed between the court of France and Ame- 
rica, as had been reported, and he would venture to say, the 
rest of the King's ministers were equally unapprised of any 
such circumstalRe. 

• Earl of Radnor declared, if the motion were rejected for 
the reasons which had been assigned, their Lordships would 
treat the present first Lord of the Admiralty with more re- 
spect than their ancestors had treated the husband of the 
Qjieen of England on a former occasion. 

Duke of Bolton ridiculed the idea of the account of the 
cruizers in November last, doing any disservice at this time. 

• The question was called for and put : 

Contents - - 11 

Non Contents - 23 

February 26. 

Private business. Adjourned to March 2, 
March 2. 

Previous to the order of the day. 

The Earl of Abingdon said. Having, before the last recess 
of Parliament, made a motion to your Lordships concern- 
ing the American prisoners in this country, it was agreed to, 
and ordered accordingly by your Lordships ; but, my Lords, 
from the papers that have been laid upon your Lordships* 
table, I find that neither the orders of this House, nor my 
motion, have been complied with. 

It is true, my Lords, the papers contain the fullest and 
the clearest proofs (as I will shew your Lordships upon a 
future day) of the misery and distress of some df those un- 
fortunate people ; and so, of course, my Lords, proves the 
propriety of my motion, in order to their relief; but this 
was not the all I had in view* . 

To relief I meant to add censure, if not punishment, to 
those who, through these unhappy victims to tyranny, had 
violated the constitution of this country, and broken the laws 
of the land. 

My motion was, to have all the orders and instructions, 
that had been given to the several gaolers, or keepers of other 
houses of confinement, from time to time, since the com- 
mencement of hostifities, and the bringing of American 
prisoners into tjiis country, down to the first of December, 
' respecting 
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respecting the custody and treatment of the said prisoners, 
laid before this House. 

This, nvy Lords, was my motion. It was a general mo- 
tion. Its object was information, and its expressed intentioo 
to have, all, and not some only of the orders that had been 
given respecting the American prisoners, laid before this 
House ; but, my Lords, instead of this, what has been done ? 
The papers on your Lordships' table are made to commence 
but from the passing of the act for suspending tlie habeas 
corpus ; they are dated in May 1777» ?i"d are brought 
down to the November following, a space of no more than 
between six and seven months ; they contain extracts of 
letters, and reports concerning the prisoners in Mill dnd 
Forton prisons only ; as if, my Lords, American prisoucrs 
had been confined in no other prisons but these ; as if no or- 
ders had been given concerning American prisoners before 
May 1777 ; and as if no prisoners had been brought into 
this country before the ps^ssing of that horrid and unconsti- 
tutional act. 

This, my Lords, being the case, and because it is by 
such deceptions that Parliament is made accountable for those 
national misforlfunes, which ought to fall on the heads of 
ministers, I must again beg leave to trouble your Lordships 
upon this subject, and to call for your very serious atten- 
tion to a fact or two of the most important nature. 

My Lords, to the general information which I wished to 
receive concerning the American prisoners, there were two 
cases that came more particularly under my eye. The first 
case, my Lords, was that of Colonel Ethan Allcil, and those 
other Americans that were made prisoners with him : it 
seems, my Lords, this Colonel Ethan Allen, and several 
others, were taken prisoners in Canada, some time in the 
month of September 1775. In the October following, 
they were put on board the Gaspee armed brig, and sent 
to this country in irons. On their arrival they were con- 
veyed to Pendennis Castle, where likewise they were con- 
fined in irons. From Pendennis Castle they were removed 
on board the Solebay frigate, which carried them to Ire- 
land ; and here, my Lords, 1 cannot omit to give that tri- 
bute of praise, so justly due to those persons of Dublin and 
of Cork, who, upon hearmg of the extreme wretchedness of 
those poor captives, and the rigour of their treatment, hu- 
manely entered into such a s.ubj>cription for their relief, as 
saved them from torture, from anguish, and from death; 

From 
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•From Ireland the prisoners were remanded to America, 
where, to this very hour, it is said they remain in captKnty. 
My Lords, to consider this conduct on the ground of hu- 
manity only, it is of a horrid complexion ; and the only ex- 
cuse I can think of for it is, that it is not the effect of Eng- 
lish councils ; for, my Lords, Englishmen have not been 
used to do this ; but, my Lords, when I consider this con- 
duct as a direct breach of your laws and constitution, what 
councils are they tliat' have dared to give cause to it ?' 

My Lofds, the express, words of Magna Charta are, ** no 
freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned, or disseised, or out- 
lawed, or banished, or any ways destroyed ; nor will we 
pass upon him, or commit him to prison, unless by legal 
judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land." And 
yet, my Lords, all this has been done to these men, in the 
very face of Magna Charta, and in open defiance of your 
laws. My Lords, these men were freemen, they were the 
subjects of the crown of England ; for, my Lords, the de- 
claration of independency" in America did not take place till 
thirteen months after this act of ministerial outrage and 
despotism. My Lords, if this be overlooked, God be thank- 
ed that America is severed from a people so dead to tlic 
preservation of their own liberties. 

My Lords, the other case I alluded to, although it is very 
nearly allied to the one I have just stated, does not, I must* 
profess to your Lordships, meet with my belief. Daring 
and arbitrary as ministers have been, they have not yet 
ventured to go, I must suppose, quite so far as this accu- 
sation reaches ; but as it is necessary, if the fact be true, that 
we know it, so it is as essential, if it be false, that it be con- 
tradicted ; and contradicted too, my Lords, in the most 
-authoritative manner. 

My Lords, the case is this : Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Silas 
Dean, deputies from Congress to the court of Paris, have, 
in a letter to the English embassador al that court, charged 
the ministers of this country with having banished (unheard^ 
untried, unconvicted, without sentence of law) American 
prisoners to the East Indies, and the yet more unhospitable 
shores of Africa. My Lords, I have said that I do not 
believe this fact ; but yet, my Lords, it is a fact that I muSt 
call upon ministers to disavow. My Lords, I have only to 
submit to your' Lordships the following motion : 

That in pursuance of the Address to his Majesty, and the 
order obtained thereupon, in consequence of a former mo- 
tion 
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tion for this purpose, the warrants of commitment and dis- 
charge, to and from Pendennis castle, of Colonel ELtlian Al- 
len, and other American prisoners, with all other orders 
and instructions given for their custody and treatment, from 
their arrival in England to their being remanded to America, 
be laid before this House. 

Earl of Suffolk said, Allen had been most mercifully treat- 
ed, for probably if he had been dealt with as he deserved, he 
would have suffered as a rebel. This affair about Allen, he 
observed, had been mentioned upon a former occasion in that 
House in debate. He at that time stated his reasons, which 
appeared very satisfactory to the House. [See vol.V. p. 183.] 
Allen was sent out of this kingdom without being brought to 
trial, lest the American rebeb, who had made in Canada 
several prisoners in the preceding November at St. John's, 
should retaliate. He Said^ if it was the judgment of the 
House, that the order moved by the noble Earl before the 
recess, should be so understood, as to comprehend persons 
imprisoned before the suspending act took place, he had no 
objection, for his part, to comply. And as the present mo- 
tion was but a repetition of the former, he recommended to 
the noble Earl to withdraw it. 

Lord Abingdon made a short reply, and consented to witlw 
draw his motion. 

The order of the day, to consider the state of the nation. 
As soon as the Committee was formed, the Duke oi Bolton 
rose. He acknowledged his own insufficiency to take a part 
in an inquiry which had, been hitherto conducted with so 
much ability by the noble Duke near him, [Duke of Rich- 
mond] and after passing several compliments on the candour 
and ability of his Grace, who, he said, had conducted him- 
self so much to the satisfaction pf their Lordships, through- 
out the whol^ of this business, observed, that the most ar- 
duous parts of it had been already finished, which was one 
motive with him to undertake, with more confidence, the 
part of it which was to furnish the particular inquiry of this 
day. Nay, indeed, a very small portion of professional know- 
ledge would give him little more to do than just report to 
their Lordships, in one uniform point of view, the informa- 
tion on the table, and barely to select and arrange, under a 
few heads, the most material parts of it. His Grace then 
proceeded to recapitulate the several leading heads which had 
come out in proof during the previous part of the inquiry^ 
as properly introductive of what he was about to submit to 

tl^eir 
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their ^rdships' consideration. They all equaljy related to the 
state of the nation, he said, and as such, must be taken toge- 
ther and connected. Those, he observed, related to the state 
of 40ur military defence ; of our commerce ; of Our loss in 
men and money ; of our ability to pursue the war ; and of 
our real situation respecting foreign powers, particularly our 
natural enemies, the several branches of the House of Bour- 
bon. He observed, that our whole military defence, instead 
of 17,000, amounted to little more than 10,000 effec- 
tive men ; that the actual force in Ireland, which should be 
12,000 in times of profound tranquillity, now at the eve of 
an approaching war was short of that number in an equal 
proportion 5 that we had suffered by captures nearly 3,000,pOO 
of property ; had already lost 2O>000 men by the land war 
alone, and expended 23,000,000 of money ; that in conse- 
iquence x>i those captures, our African trade was entirely 
ruined,because the tract from Africa to the West-India islands, 
the mart for the produce of the former, had been intirely 
neglected. On the windward side of Barbadoes, from every 
part of Africa within the linc,all vessels must pass that island. 
All. its vicinities, and the tract alluded to, had been left with- 
out a single ship to protect that invaluable branch of our com- 
merce, the consequence of which was, that those seas swarm- 
ed with American privateers. Our own coasts were no. less 
shamefully neglected j and what was still, if possible infi- 
nitely more mischievous, a great part of the. stores, provi- 
sions, powder, ball, ordnance, &c. sent from hence, was not 
only lost for want of convoys or defence, but they fell into 
the hands of the Americans, which, above any other circum- 
stance, conduced mostly to all our subsequent disasters, as 
the colonies were thereby enabled to procure what it was not 
. possible to obtain in sufficient quantities, in any other man- 
ner. These, he said, were facts either that came out in 
proof in that part of the inquiry which the noble Duke near 
him had already undertaken, or were confessedly notorious 
in themselves. Before he proceeded any further, he begged 
leave to obviate tKeone only plausible objectionmadeto such 
an inquiry, that; it would go to the exposure of our national 
weakness, and thereby tend to in^nte an attack from our ene- 
mies. After having, in a manner recapitulated all tlie lead- 
- ing facts, which had hitherto come out in proof, in the course 
of the inquiry 5 4ie. said, be thought it his duty, before he 
proceeded fartjber, as well in order to justify what had been 
already done in the committee, as to support on the clearest 

ground 
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ground of sound policy, sanctioned by parliamentary prece- 
dent, to obviate the only semblance of an objection, which 
l^ad been made to the committee, and the objects it meant to 
obtain, namely, that resolving matters of fact wouid go to 
the exposure of our national weakness, of betraying it to our 
foreign enemies and rivals. This, he said, was fallacious 
.and ridiculous. If foreign powers wanted information, they 
might, for a trifling sum of money,, obtain much more im- 
portant intelligence than all the information contained in 
the papers on the table ; it was no more, therefore, than a 
. mere evasion, not to shield the nation from danger, but mi- 
nisters from blame, which he should' prove, from documents 
not to be doubted, from their Lordships' journals ; and that 
not. on the eve of an expected war, but in the very height of 
one of the greatest this country ever waged; and accompa- 
nied too, with circumstances of a very critical and dangerous 
nature, both foreign and domestic. His Grace then moved, 
that a resolution reported from a committee, and entered in 
the journals of the year 1707 9 and of the year 1*741, might 
be read, by which it appeared that similar committees had 
been formed ; that they had come to several important reso- 
lutions, tending, in the language of the noble Lords in 
office, to expose our national weakness, and to disclose secrets 
of a nature not so much as thought of in the present inquiry ; 
the state and condition of the several ships, the number of 
guns and men, their stations, &c. The journals being ac<* 
cordingly read, in confirmation of what he said, his Grace 
proceeded. 

He then stated his intended resolutions, which he classed 
under three heads; the state of our fleet serving in America 
under Lord Howe, the state of the line of battle ships for the 
home defence, and that of our frigates for home service. 

On the first head he observed, that our fleet, by the returps 
on the table, serving under Lord Howe consisted of 83 ships 
and vessels of force, of all sizes, including ships of the line 
and frigates ; that their complements, if full, would be 22, OOO 
and a fraction ; but out of that number 4300 w'ere lost by 
death, captivity or sickness; that consequently the ships 
must be badly manned and foul, being now nearly two years 
out of dock, which, if it should become necessary to con- 
tinue them longer in actual service, the deficiency in men 
must be made up from hence, and the ships replaced by 
others, clean and better equipped. He could not help men- 
tioning a very alarming circumstance, which was> that of 
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the deficiency of the number of seamen shippedi nearly onii 
. half was occasioned by desertion. 

His Grace was short on the preceding head, and then pro- 
ceeded to the next, the state of the line of. battle ships for the 
home defence ; and here he was most able and pointed. He 
lamented that he was prevented from giving that informa- 
tion to the committee he wished, by having his two motions 
negatived; one for the state of the ships in ordinary, before 
the recess ; and a recent one, for the attendance of the sur- 
veyor of the navy at their Lordships* bar. The latter would 
inform their Lordships of the real state of the ship.^ intended 
for actual service ; and the former, in case of a war, would 
shew our state of preparation. The apology made was, that 
it would disclose our weaknees. This, he believed, was too 
true : but,' in his opinion, that was the very reason why the 
inotion should have been agreed to ; because if the fact wa« 
as acknowledged, it would evince the immediate necessity ot 
his concluding motion, that of addressing his Majesty to 
put his navy upon a respectable footing. 

His Grace said, as to men of war of the line for home de- 
fence, they had been stated at 35 fit for actual service, Seven . 
more in commission, and those put into commission since the 
noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty had informed their 
Lordships on that head. He had exammed the papers oh the 
table, and found that the seventy-fours had been set down at 
600 men as a full war complement. This, he contended^ 
was fallacious ; the complement of a 74 was 700, and not 
600 men. He had the first naval authority, he said, in hia 
favour ; it was the opinion of the late Lord Anson, and of 
all the great admirals since he had any acquaintance with 
maritime affairs. If, then, what the noble Earl in office ac- 
knowledged on a former occasion, that he was upwards of 
2000 men short of this complement, having but 19,000 and 
a fractipn, instead of 21,000 and a fraction, it would appear, 
that ^ven allowing for the supernumeraries, the deficiency 
would, on the 35 ships of the lia^e, amount to upwards of 
3000 men ; so that, instead of having 35 ships of the line fit 
for actual seryice, we should not have more than 28 or 29^ 
including the marines on shore, part of which would be want- 
ed to be stationed at our three great dock-yards, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth and Chatham. If this was the actual force we 
had to defend ourselves, it would be necessary to know what 
we had to contend with^ iii case of a ruptijrc with France 
Vol. IX. S and, 
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and Spain. He had good information, that the French had, . 
20 men of war of the line at Brest, eight at Rochfort, and 15 
at Toulon ; and the Spaniards at Ferrol, Cadiz, and Cartha- 
gena, forty ; the whole amounting to 83 ships of the line; 
from which he drew this inference, that we should, in order 
to secure a complete national defence, in the event of a rup- 
ture, have one hundred ships of the line ; and we ought to 
have, besides that force, a proportionable numfeer of frigates ; 
for, since the present noble Lord came to preside at .the head 
of the Admiralty, no less than three millions andahalf of mc. 
ney had been granted for buildings and repairs, which, ii! 
the opinion of some of the first seamen, both in their official 
aad professional capacities, supposing our navy had been en- 
tirely annihilated, was sufficient U> build 100 ships of the 
line, and as many frigates of 3B guns each, and to provide 
for all their necessary equipments, &c. He said, it bad 
been affirmed in that House, and was generally received 
without doors aS true, that if we were equal in number of 
ships of the line, and in every thing dependent upon that 
circumstance, victory must declare in our favour. He was 
most willing to hope so ; but when, perhaps, the very ex* 
istence of this country, as an independent Nation, was to de- 
pend on the truth or fallacy of such an opinion, he held ita» 
an indispcnsible part of his duty to deliver his sentiments Im- 
partially, and without any degree of national' prejudice ; if 
he was therefore freely to declare his mind, he must say, 
that numbers almost always ensured victory, . He should not 
speak of the conflicts in the early part of our naval histo- 
ry, nor even in the reign of Charles the Second, when the 
scene of action was confined to the narrow seas ; when a Van 
Tromp, De Ruytcr, a Blake, a Monk, and a Sandwich, 
exhibited such amazing instances of skill in their profession 
and personal resolution: The mode of making naval war, 
which prevailed at that period, differed much from every 
subsequent one : they made use of fire-ships, not so much to 
accelerate victory, as to destroy the human species. Like the* 
cruel mode adopted in America, of employing savages to 
wantonly destroy their enemies, when the victory no longer 
depended on the carnage, when a ship was disabled, they 
sent a fire-ship to distress a disabled antagonist, and to blow 
up the crew in the air. A very different mode of naval war- 
fare began to prevail at the Revolution, and has continued 
since to be adhered to 3 by which means, hostilities at sea, 
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like those on land, have been conducted more conformably 
to the dictates of humanity, and the laws of war established! 
and acknowledged by the civilized nations of Ei^rope. 

His Grace entered into an investigation of the language 
of the noble Lords in administration, relative to the pre- 
sumed invincibility of the British navy; frofn whose as- 
sertions and opinions he begged leave entirely to dissent,- and 
wished, before he sat down, to impress tliis very import- 
ant truth on the House, that, be the courage of the British 
seamen ever so great, it was numbers, and not skill or prowess> 
that had made victory decide in our favour, unless in a very 
few instances indeed. His Grace then . entered into a long 
detail of proofs. In the year 1688^ Admiral Lord Dart- 
mouth, with a superior fleet, permitted the Prince of Orange 
to pass by the Gunfleet, because he wished well to thti cause 
which that great man came to defend. The next year thfi 
affair off Bantry, on the coast of Ireland, shewed, that 
where the French were more numerous they became victo- 
rious. The year after again, off Beachy-head, the same 
cause produced a like effect ; the English fleet was vahquish- 
ed ; they ran for the Thames ; and so great was the • panic 
on that occasion, that they made to the river, and pulled up 
aM the buoys, for fear the enemy would have pursued them. 
At La Hogue again, in 1692, the action in which the naVal 
power of France was first broken, there the English had the 
superiority in point of number,. in the proportion of 100 line 
of battle ships to 70. In 1/04 again, the numbers were 
equal; so was the fate of the day. So it was at Malaga. 
In latter times, in the action off Toulon, in 1743, where he 
was present, the English fleet was superior, and though we 
did not gain a complete victory, we gained the day. The 
French conveyed the Spanish fleet safely into Barcelona^ 
apd, notwithstanding our ,t^tmost efforts, it was not in our 
power to prevent them. And here he wished to set the 
noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty right respecting his 
assertion, that a fifty-gun ship was not deemed of the line of 
battle ; for he assured his Lordship, that he comtnanded a 
ship of that rate off Toulon ; that he was ordered into the 
. line the day before the engagement, ordered out of it the 
next day, and again ordered into the line on the following 
day. In the engagement between Anson and Warren, and 
the French fleet, in which we* proved victorious, in 1747» 
we had a superiority of 14 to 8 ; so we had in the succeeding 
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engagement between the present Lord Hawke, the next year* 
In IJSQy in the afiair with Conflans, the force was pretty 
nearly equal : but then it did not come to a fair trial of skilly 
for the French admiral ran without waiting the event. The 
only instance within the period described, in which the mere 
sl^ill and prowess of the English navy prevailed, were in two 
engagements, between Admiral Sir George Pocock and the 
French, in the East Indies, when with equal numbers we 
proved victorious. He begged, however, not to be misun-. 
derstood ; he believed the English seamen would do their 
duty, and, upon any thing near an equality, would conquer, 
when the fate of the day depended on those circumstances :— 
but there were many other matters very foreign to those par* 
licular circumstances ; the cleanness of the ships, their state 
and condition, the health of the men, and their number, &c. 
|rpm which he drew this inference, tliat when we talked of 
insuring success, we should procure the only certain means 
of securing if, that of superiority in point of number of 
ships, fulness of complement^, weight of metal, &c. Wa$ 
that the case at present ? Most certainly not. Our enenuei 
were much more numerous, and better manned. 

His Grace then enumerated the various services for wbicb 
our fleets would be wanted, in the case of a war. For the 
Mediterranean and Channel service, to protect our trade to 
the westward ; for the protection of the West India islands. 
East Indies, and the coast of Africa. He contended, and 
called upon the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty to 
contradict him, if he would pledge himself to the House that 
28 or 31, or even almost double the number of ships of the 
line, considering the force now in the French and Spanish 
ports, would be sufficient to answer those different services. 
Supposing with the noble Lord, that instead of the 35 ships 
of the line for home defence, that we had the 42 spoken 
pf by his Lordship, nay nior^, that every ship in commis- 
sion, which, as he understood, amounted to 51, he would 
desire to know, if, in the opinion of the noble Lord, even 
that force would be sufficient to contend with the united 
strength of France and Spain ? He was sure the noble Lord 
would not say so. 

As well as condemning the official management of the 
navy, he highly arraigned the arrangements of the admi- 
ralty board } particularly sending out eight ships of the 
line under a captain, while there were no less than 51 ad- 
loirais ou the list. This, he said, might be productive of 
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some fat?! consequences. If, as he understood, this fleet was 
sent to interrupt the commerce between France and Ame- 
rica ; and if, in consequence of any such interruption, an 
engagement should ensue, and the eldest captain or commo- 
dore fall in the action, the English fleet would probably be 
destroyed, for there being no regular command established, 
thf next captain, should his senior fall or be wounded, would 
not know how to give the proper signals, and of course every 
thing must fall into the utmost confusion. He added fur- 
ther, that besides the impropriety of trusting the command 
of a squadron to a captain, while there were so many flag of- 
ficers unemployed, the want of our frigates was most sensibly 
felt; for, instead of having frigates stationed in the Bay, in 
order to pick up the small American privateers, and to inter- 
rupt the illicit commerce carried on between our colonies 
and France, we were obliged, at a great ex pence, and to 
very little purpose, to send out seventy- fours on that service, 
which cost the nation for building, fitting out, &c. between 
seventy and eighty thousand pounds each; where, in the pre* 
sent inclement and boisterous season of the year, their sides 
were beating to pieces, one half of their crews distempered, 
and their stores, rigging, &c, going to ruin. 

On the last head, respecting the frigates, his Grace was 
equally strong and pointed. A want of frigates was, in 
bis opinion, much to be lamented. It was the great source 
of the calamities we fejt in relation to our commerce, and, 
if a war should break out, would be doubly felt. But it 
was not even the want of them, however great it might be, 
but the deception attempted to be put on the House by the 
papers on the table ; those stated them at 34, whereas the 
truth was, that they amounted in reality to no more than IJ, 
the rest being sloops, yachts, &c. He observed, if the de- 
ception was reprehensible, the purchase of several of them 
was much more so : they were bought from private persons 
at a most exorbitant price, upon what motives he would not 
pretend to determine ; one of them in particular, now called 
the Panther, formerly a cat in the northern trade, was pur- 
chased at the enormous sum of /OOOl. when, according to 
her tonnage and real value, she was worth no more than 
3500I. at the most. So it was in several other instances which, 
he said, he forbore to mention. 

His Grace adverted to several miscellaneous circumstances, 
which did not come immediately iinder any of the foregoing 
beads. He pointed out the absurdity and bad policy of using 
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foreign timber in buildings and repairs ; and if a trial was to 
be. made, censured the conduct of those at the bead of naval 
affairs, who, instead of making an experiment, ordered no less 
than 20 ships of the line at once to be repaired by foreign 
timber. He said, that probably there was not one of those 
ships, if employed in actual ser\'ice, that would not be found 
rotten and totally unfit for service, as was tbe case with the 
NIars, which, after being under repair for three years, 1775| 
1776, and 1 777 J was obliged to be condenmed, and ordered to 
be broke up, though she cost the nation more money than if 
her keel had been new laid, no less than the sum of upwards of 
33,000l. He obser\ed, that the noble Lord at the head of the 
admiralty, when the weakness of our military defence was 
mentioned, as well as several other noble Lords in admini- 
stration, said our navy was invincible. His Grace contended, 
that even superiority would not ensure success, because un- 
foreseen events, or cross accidents, might unexpectedly turn 
the scale ; much less so when France and Spain had a fleet 
nearly in the proportion of two to one. He begged, there- 
fore, that the noble Lord would make good his promise to 
that House and the Public, that our fleet should be always 
superior to that of Fiance and Spain united, which he had 
uniformly asserted was necessary; or fairly confess, that no 
such necessity existed, and that consequently, with an inferior 
army and inferior fleet, a ruined trade and dismembered em- 
pire, we were nevertheless more than a match for the united 
power of the House of Bourbon. 

He concluded with a severe reprehension of Adniinistra- 
tion,_ for their conduct towards their generals in America, 
He supposed the British troops were like the British seamen, 
they could not perform impossibilities. If they could pre- 
vail with equal numbers, it was as much as could be expect- 
ed from them. General Howe was blamed for not conquer- 
ing America ; he was recalled because he did not ; they said 
he was a most able general : with an army of 15,000 men he 
went to attack as great a general as himself, Mr Washing- 
ton ; he durst not attempt it, because the latter was strongly 
intrenched and advantageously posted. So it may be found 
in case of a war; the British admirals and sailors would do 
every thing that could be expected from brave and able sea- 
men, but they could not perform impossibilities ; with good 
clean ships, well manned, and equal in numbers, they might 
come off victorious ; but that was all that could be rational-* 
ly expected J and if one of the ablest seamen in this country, 
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and one for. whom the noble Earl seemed to entertain the 
highest opinion, (though a li tie man, yet possessing a great 
soul,) was consulted, or interrogated at the bar, he would ven- 
ture to answer that his reply would be, (without making him- 
self responsible for events beyond the power of human policy, 
and out of the reach of human prediction,) that he hoped the 
British fleet would always conquer. His Grace then moved 
the first of his proposed resolutions, which was as follows : 

*' Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
83 of his Majesty's shipsofwar, exclusiveof fire-ships, bomb- 
vessels, store-ships, and small craft, bought in America, have 
been employed there since the year 1774; that the comple- 
ment of the above ships and vessels, marines included, amount- 
ed to 22,337 nien ; out of which there have been lost by de- 
sertion, igbg; by captivity, 417; by death, and rendered 
unserviceable, 1928 ; and therefore, that the whole loss of 
seamen and marines belonging to the above ships and vessels 
amounts to 4314 men," 

The Earl of Sandwich directed his reply chiefly to two 
points, to a detection of some particulars stated byhis Grace, 
. and to an eulogium on his own administration. On the first 
head, his Lordship said, that the number of ships of war un- 
der Lord Howe were mis-stated, for that 10 frigates had been 
sent to America since the last returns now on the table were 
made ; that the line of battle ships in commission were not 42, 
but 51 ; one of which being unfit for service, left 50 of the 
line in commission; that is, 35 completely manned, seven 
formerly in commission, toman which we had already 3000 
. seamen and marines, and nine put in commission since the 
papers were moved for. He contended, that Coo-men were 
a full war complement for a seventy -four 5 and that of course, 
if affairs should make it necessary, we should be able, in a 
few days, to make up the deficiency of both classes, those of 
thirty-five and seven, so as to be able to proceed to sea with 
42 ships of the line completely manned and equipped. On 
the second head, he said, when he came to preside at the 
admiralty board, our navy was in a most ryinous condition : 
but that was not all ; the point of ever being able to build or 
repair was despaired of, was given up. The ships built of 
green timber, in the heat of the late war, had all rotted. In 
such a state of national distress and despondency, what was 
to be done? He turned his thoughts seriously to the sub- 
ject, and devised two expedients. He procured a bill to be 
passed, to restrict the East India company to build no more 
than a certain ntimber of tons annually, (from 60,000 to 
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•^5,000) ; the other was, to purchase foreign timber, and 
hereby break the monopoly of the timber merchants. 

Here his Lordship deviated into a long detail relative to 
the East India company, the iniquity of the ships husbandsj^ 
&€• When he came to preside at the bead of the admiralty, 
the timber merchants had entered into a combination ; in 
t:onsequent:e of which they not only raised the price of tim^ 
ber, but compelled the East India company to take 17,000 
Jo^ds of timber yearly more than they had any real demand 
for. He immediately saw the necessity of breaking this com* 
bination between the timber merchants and ships husbands, 
to enhance the value of timber on one hand, and to rob the 
East India company on the other; which was, in fact, to effecl 
the ruin of the nation, and employ the company as the instru- 
Jnent, merely to enrich a few avaricious unprincipled indivir 
4uals. To put a stop to so pernicious and iniquitous a pro* 
cedure, he was die means of carrying a bill for restraining 
the tonnage of the East India company, and reducing itfronj 
60,000 tons and upwards to 45,000, and ordered at the 
same time 15,000 loads of foreign timber to be purchased, 
by which the combination was soon dissolved, when thetim* 
ber merchants were deprived of tlieir artificial vent in one in- 
stance with the East India company, and discovered that the 
navy could be supplied independently of them in the other. 
By these means, he said, he had preserved the native timber 
from the ravages of the East India company, and laid in such 
a stock of foreign timber as has enabled us to procure enough 
of native growth ; so that instead of 13,000 load, which was 
the stock in hands at all the yards, we had now 64,000 load, 
or a stock of tlirce years consumption, in the space of a little 
more than six mouths. The advantages of which were, that 
we could, if occasion required, not only build faster, but build 
of seasoned timber, not subject to the ravages of the saltwater^ 
worms, change of climates, &c. which green timber was always 
known to be. He said, it was ridiculous to affirm that all 
foreign timber was bad; the contrary was notorious. If be- 
cause it had failed in the repair of the Mars, would that be 4 
reason to reprobate the use of it ? as well might we reprobate 
that of native growth, because ships built of native timber 
^^otted, which was the case in respect of the Ardent ; yet 
that single instance, which would be exactly similar to the in- 
ference made by the noble Duke, would be no good ground 
to conclude that all English timber was bad, or subject to im- 
mediate rottenness and decay. He reported several instances^ 
of foreign tiipber proving equal to the best of British growth ; 
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particularly the Foudroyant, taken from the French in 1758, 
and at the end of 20 years had received but one repair, and 
now was as fine and sound a ship as any in the navy. The 
S9me was the case with the Alarm, and another frigate, drove 
into Marseilles in distress, where they received a repair, and 
still continued in the best condition. 

His Lordship confessed that the trade had suffered, but that 
inconvenience could not be remedied — it was a consequence 
of the mode of carrying on the war in America : frigates were 
necessary for that service ; and if we could have had more to 
employ on the several stations alluded to by the noble Duke, 
most surely our trade would have been better protected. He 
assuted the noble Duke, that he would not ' have employed 
large ships as cruizers in the Bay, if he could have helped it : 
tut the alternative was not. Will you or will you not use 
those vessels ? but. Will you use those or none ? There was 
no arguing against necessity ; and though there was a want 
of frigates, for the reasons already assigned, the deficiency 
was not so great as had been stated by the noble Duke ; for 
notwithstanding there might be no more frigates on the imme- 
diate home service, there were no less than 50 employed on 
pther services, besides those stationed in America : but he 
denied that the want of cruizers had been the occasion of the 
rapid decline of the African trade. The fact was, that that 
branch of commerce had been overdone ; that the trade was 
on the decrease for several years before the troubles with 
America broke out, and must be nearly in its present state if 
they never had. He said, as soon, and as far as circumstances 
would admit, cruizers had been stationed in the proper lati- 
tude : that Admiral Young, at Barbadoes, had detached from 
his squadron a ship of considerable force for that purpose ; 
that Admiral Dayrell, lately appointed to succeed him, had 
instructions of a similar nature ; and that if our trade had 
suffered, either in that, or any other quarter, no blame was 
imputable to him ; it proceeded solely from the cause first 
assigned, that the frigates were necessarily destined to another 
service. But, taking the facts to be just as his Grace had 
Stated them, he could not deserve censure ; he acted mini- 
sterially ; the measures were deliberated upon elsewhere ; 
and if he did his duty, as obeying the orders he received, he 
^as by no means responsible for the events. 

Earl Gower said, the delicate situation the noble Earl whq 
spoke last stood in, was a sufficient reason for his not putting 
li negative on the resolutiQn moved by the .noble Duke : for 
his part, he thought, at so .critical j)eriod as the present, i^ 
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vould be extremely improper to expose the state of our navy 
to our foreign enemiCv'?, or point out its insufficiency in any 
respect. The proposed resolutions were totally unnecessary; 
and if agreed to, though productive of no other ill, migh^bc 
the occasion of throwing the people into a consternation, and 
create ill-founded fears and apprehensions. On this ground 
he should move, that the chairman do leave the chair. 

Earl of Bristik, Though I have for some time been fully 
prepared for this particular stage of the inquiry— though till 
within these three or four days I have waited with great im- 
patienc'e to go into every branch of the navy ; yet, my Lords, 
I shall now forbear going into the particular detail as I had 
proposed. My Lords, tlie noble Duke [Duke of Richmond] 
who first agitated this inquiry, and to whose great abilities, 
accuracy and labour this nation is so much indebted, has 
fully convinced me of the state of our forces at home and 
abroad, and of the enormous expence it has already been to 
this country these three last years, to so little purpose. And 
the noble Duke [Duke of Bolton J who has opened this 
day's business respecting the navy, has done that in so able a 
manner, and so much coinciding with my own observations 
upon it in general, that he has left me nothing to add to what 
is already on the table; nor will I, my Lords, by any thing 
I could say on the different branches which his Grace has 
not mentioned, let it go abroad, while we are on the eve of a 
war with France, that I have been laying open to our enemies 
what we ought to conceal : but, on the contrary, I will rather 
say, that I hope that the navy of England may yet be put in 
such a state as' to resist and overcome all our enemies ; 
though, my Lords, I should never have agreed with the no* 
ble Duke in the address proposed to result from these resolu- 
tions, without an amendment, which should have been, to have 
addressed his Majesty to put his navy on the most respectable 
footing : but that as I had long seen the fate of every resolu- 
tion in this inquiry, I should expect all to have a negative 
equally put on them, and therefore shall content myself with 
doing what I thought I owed my country at this time. 

Duke of Richmcnd said, though he had concluded his part 
of the inquiry, as to further detail, witji the state of the army 
in America, he could not give a silent vote on the occasion, 
when he heard the deplorable state of the navy so ably and so 
fully proved ; and what was still more to be wondered at, 
when the nobln Lord himself^ who presides at the head of the 
admiralty, substaruially acknowledged the facts, though he 
endeavoured to palliate and qiraiify them, or evade the con- 
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elusions which they evidently admitted, it was th© most 
shameful arid reprehensible conduct imaginable ^hat ministers 
had adopted in the course of the inquiry. In the former 
part of it, when the military force of this island was proved 
to be very short of the lowest peace establishment, the lan- 
guage from the other side of the House was, what our in- 
ternal defence may be, is of very little consequence. It is 
our navy we are to depend upon in the day of trial ; it is our 
great national bulwark ; it is invincible, and superior to any 
thing our natural enemies can bring against us. ' We 
are able to cope with the whole united force of the house o£ 
Bourbon.'* This, says, his Grace, was the current Janguage 
of the noble Lords in administration : ^ the more France 
and Spain know of our navy, the better : a thorough know- 
ledge of its state is the best means of securing us against tlie 
(designs of our enemies." I recollect when a noble Earl 
[Lord Chatham] whom I do not now see in his place, seemed 
to entertain even a doubt at the high-sounding language and - 
boastings of the noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty, his 
Lordship was almost hooted out of the House. What do we 
tear this day ? That all those doubts were well founded ; 
that all those boastings proceeded froni fallacy and misrepre- 
sentation. This is not a mere affirmation without prpof ; 
the noble Earl in the blue ribbon, who presides in the coun- 
cils of this country [Earl Gower], has told you so, in so 
many words. He has put a negative on the resolutions, not 
because they are not founded on truth, but because they " 
would be an avowal of the naval insufficiency of this 
country. So, when the nation is proved not to be in a 
proper state of military defence, you are told, your navy is 
your sole dfpendence. When that is enquired into, you are 
again told, its weakness must not be exposed. 

He made several remarks on\he noble Earl's speech, and 
reminded his Lordship [Lord Sandwich] when upon a 
former occasion the want of frigates, which Jie now con- 
fessed, was objected to, at the opening of the preceding ses- 
sion, as eighty -seven c^f them was said to be then in America, 
his Lordship replied, '^ that we could, and would have 
eighty. seven, or ninety more, to replace them." On this 
ground, as well as the uniform language of the noble Earl, 
by which he specially pledged himself to that House, his 
Lordship was answerable for the consequences, and wopld 
probably be made amenable at the bar of the Public. He 
concluded by observing, that if Parliament continued to 
disgrace itself, by^upholding such an administration, it would 

pecessarily 
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neccssarity fall into.contcmpt j the certain consequence of 
which would be, national ruin. 

Earl of Sandwich said, the number of frigates, if hfe said 
they were ninety, which he did not doubt, as the noble 
Duke seemed to recollect his particular expression so well, 
what he meant was, including every other service but that 
which Lord Howe was concerned in ; and he was clear that 
he was justified in saying so ; for, taking the number in the 
West-Indies and Europe, they amounted to nearly^ ninety* 
Here his Lordship said, he must have recourse to the infor* 
mation which he so often pressed on their L6rdships' memory, 
relative to ^he state of the British navy, when he was calleif 
to preside at the ad itiiralty -board. He said, the ships in 
the heat of the war, being built in a hurry, of green timber, 
suddenly rotted, and were rendered useless ; which, with the 
scarcity of timber, as he had before observed, rendered 
vain almost all hopes of being able to put our navy oncC 
more upon a respectable footing. However, having sur- 
mounted that obstacle, as had been before observed, he turned 
his next attention to the guard-ships, which, instead of being 
of any ust, were become a burden and disgrace to the ser- 
vice ; rotten, useless vessels," not half manned, and half 
the crews unfit for service in case of an emergency. He 
saw all this, and determined to turn this source of national 
weakness and disgrace into a source of national strength. 
Instead therefore of wasting the public treasure to no pur- 
pose, he put the guard-ships upon a respectable footing. 
iHe ordered them to be always in a condition and state of re- 
pair, fit for immediate service ; he increased their number to 
seventeen, and had three-quarters, or nearly three-quarters, 
of their complements of able prime sailors, always aboard 5 
and managed matters so, that with the aid of a few days 
press, he had it always in his power to send twenty ships of 
the line to sea at a very short notice. His Lordship adverted 
to something which fell from the noble Earl [Bristolj in 
a former debate, whose professional abilities he highly ex- 
tolled, as importing that he would not trust himself aboard 
the ship [the Qj.ieen] destined for him. He could assure 
the noble Earl, that he need not be afraid to trust him- 
self aboard that ship ; for notwithstanding what he might 
have heard to the contrary, she was completely equipped for 
sea, and every way ready for immediate service. If, however, 
his Lordship still retained any doubt concerning her condi- 
tion, he would soon give orders to have another vessel ready 
pr him to lioist his flag on board. - 

Earl 
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Earl of Bristol^ I should not have rose again to trouble 
your Lordships, but that I have been so-applied to, and that 
I think it necessary to say something upon it, late as it is« 
But, my Lords, as I shall always consider myself as last, so 
shall I suspend answering that part of the noble Lord's speech 
[Lord Sahdwichl until I have wiped off that imputation 
which his Lordship unjustly has thrown upon as great and 
good an officer as any in the world, aiid to whom this country 
is so much obliged, and whom nothing, his Lordship or any 
other man can say, can stain ; I mean Lord Hawke. The 
noble Lord tells us, when he came to the board of admi* 
ralty, he found the guard-ships all rotten, fitted with rottea 
stores, and not kept as if intended for service. My Lords, 
this is such an imputation on that great man's character, at 
I ne^ver will admit of. I had the honour of sitting at that 
board, at that time, with the present first Lord of it, and I 
never understood that those were the reasons for changing 
those guard-ships. Those ships had been thought long enough 
in commission, and that others would be more proper ships, 
and might be better fitted as such ; but the great reason of all 
was, thatmany of the captains had been their full three years, 
and that some practices had crept into some of them, which 
were necessary to be remedied by paying them off. Bot this 
was no more a fault in Lord Hawke, than if such were to 
happen now in some of /the ships, and that the noble Lord 
now at the board were to change the captains, or the ships« 
That as to the ships of seventy -four guns, which his Lord- 
ship says 600 men is more than a sufficient complement for, 
I can by no means acquiesce in that opinion* Tlie last 
war I had €50 men in the Dragon, and which was not 
the largest class of ships of that rate ; and I could have dis- 
|)ensed very well with fifty more. Several captains had now 
told me, their ships run away with them for want of men, 
and better men ; and that I hoped his Lordship would alter 
that opinion of his, if a French war should come. That as 
for what his Lordship had said of the Queen being intended 
for my reception, and that he hoped with respect to her being 
manued, and my not going on board a. ship so majined, that 
I would alter my determination; but that I might have 
any ship in the service, rather than not serve. I was much 
obliged to the noble Lord, that I should be always ready to 
serve my king and country (if my health permitted) when 
I was wanted ; it was my only ambition ; but that I did, 
and would ever persist in my detennination not to go abroad 
any ship so manned ; and therefore, to end all altercation 
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on that subject, I desired to read as part of my speech, a 
letter I had received from the commanding officer of his 
Majesty *i5 Miip Queen, relative to the draft of men she had 
just received from the Blenheim, within these three weeks, 
having about 400 men short of her complement, for near 
fifteen months before. 

[The Earl read a most deplorable account of these men^ 
ending with saying they were the most shameful ever sent to 
a ship.*] 

The Earl of Bristol then continued his speech by saying, 
the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty had brought 
this upon himself, as this was among the many other papers 
which he had determined not to speak of. And, said the 
Earl, I abhor the present mode of ministers and their hire- 
lings whispering away the characters of their admirals and 
generals, and su Bering them to be run down, to save them- 
selves for not being capable of giving proper instructions. 
I will therefore mention those two brave officers, the 
Howes ; better men, nor more disinterested men, never served 
the King. How are they pulled to pieces, without cause I 
Had I not experience of the cruel fate of a great, and I 
will say, brave admiral, that of Admiral Byng, w4io was 
sent out with a fl^et so insufficient for the purpose, and who 
fell a sacrifice, to screen an infamous ministry ? My Lords^ 
I will be no scape-goat for any administration ; let mt go 
out with proper ships, properly manned, and I will defy al(. 
ministers whatever, and will be answerable for the rest. - 

The previous question was put, and carried by a majority 
of 64 to 26. 

March 3. 

The American conciliatory bills being presented from the 
Commons, were read ; and the Earl of Suffolk moved that 
they should be read a second time on the 5th. - Adjourned 
to the 5th. 

March 



• This letter was not unlike Steel's account of Lord Hardy's 
company in the Funeral, or Grief-a-la-mode. Some were laine^ 
others blind, some old, others who never before saw a drop of 
salt water, landsmen, boys, old men, sick, decrepit and unfit for 
service; and such as they were, they did not amount tD much 
more than half a war complement ; the Queen being a ninety- 
gun ship, and the intended crew being little more in number than 
400. 
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March 5. 

Earl of Effingham moved for several papers relative to the 
number, tonnage, &c. of the transports employed by the 
treasury since the commencement of the year 1775» and 
for the attendance of Mr. Brummel, Mr. Atkinson, and Sir 
Richard Temple, at the bar of the House on Thursday nexk 
(the J 2th.) 

.Earl of Suffolk said, tlie papers moved for wereof too vo^ 
luminous a nature, and could' not be immediately digested, 
in a manner fit for the inspection of the House. If the no- 
ble Earl would, however, be content to let the motions lie 
upon the table for a few days, he would, in the mean time, 
exert himself to furnish the information now desired. 

This engagement being accepted of by the noble mover, 
the affair ended. 

Previous to the order of the day being read, the Duke of 
Grafton rose, and said^he must trouble their Lordships with 
some few words relative to^ matter exceedingly important 
fpr the House to be aware of, before they began a debate 
upon the bills which had passed the other House, and upoa 
which the fate of this country materially depended. He 
had a question to put to the Lords in office, which it was 
their duty to reply to without reserve, and which, from the 
respect he entertained for their Lordships, he should hold 
himself blameable, were he not at that particular moment 
to agitate. His Grace then said, a noble kinsman of his 
[Mr. Charles Fox] had received information that the court 
of France had actually signed a treaty of commerce with 
the deputies of the American Congress ; that his kinsmaa 
had communicated that information to no other person but 
himself, and that it had made so strong an impression on 
his mind, from the channel through which it came, that it 
the two secretaries of state, and the whole cabinet council, 
were to declare the contrary, they could not do away tjiat 
conviction which he felt of its being matter of fact, and 
really founded in truth. His kinsman, his Grace said, had 
in the other House of Parliament put the question to the 
minister of that place, who had given ah evasive answer; but 
the matter was in itself of too important a nature, and at that 
time too immediately critical, to be passed over in silence. 
Some explanation was due to their Lordships, previous to 
their entering into debate upon bills, the effect of which al- 
together depended on the drift of that explanation ; he there7 

fore 
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fore hoped one or other of the secretaries of state would rise 
in his place, and give their Lordships that information on the 
subject, which they in particular, and the public at large^ 
had an undoubted right to be masters of. If the informa- 
tion was true, it was absurd to insult Parliament with the 
appearance of reconciliation ; that was no longer practicable. 
If ministers replied in the affirmative, they were culpable in 
the highest degree, in concealing intelligence of so impor- 
tant a nature from Parliament ; and under the cover of that 
concealment, leading it into measures of futility and public 
dishonour. If they reply in the negative, their conduct 
was still, if possible, more reprehensible, their incapacity 
more glaring, in being entirely wanting in that species of 
information which it was the duty ofj their stations to pro- 
cure. His Grace desired the House to recollect, that it was 
on the 5th of March he put this question to the King's mi- 
nisters. 

Lord Weymouth $2Ai, the noble Duke had himself assigned 
a sufficient reason for the silence of every Lord in office, by 
declaring, that if they and the whole cabinet denied tli 
fact, and that in ever so explicit a manner, he would not be 
convinced, nor give up his belief of it. Respect, however, 
to tlieir Lordships, and that duty which he always conceiv- 
ed he was bound to discharge, by giving them every pos- 
sible satisfaction respecting all sorts of questions in his power 
to answer, and fit to be answered, would not suffer hint 
to remain silent; he had indeed heard of the treaty from out- 
door report, and he had heard that an honourable gentleman 
in another place had asked the minister the question, and re- 
ceived a satisfactory answer. With regard to what the Duke 
had thrown out, the most convincing way of reply would 
be not to argue upon it, but to come immediately tc^ the 
point, for which reason he would fully and fairly speak to 
it ; he did therefore, in the plainest and most precise man- 
ner, assure their Lordships, that he knew not of any such treaty 
having been signed^ or entered intOy between the court of France 
and the deputies of the Congress ^ as had been mentioned by the 
honourable gentleman in the Lower House of Parliament ; 
and in reply to the last sentence delivered by the noble Duke, 
he hoped their Lordships would not fail to remember, t^at 
it was on the 5th of March likewise that he stood up in hitf 
place, and declared he knew nothing of any such treaty, nor 
had any authentic information of any such treaty being ti- 
therin contemplation or existence* 

Duke 
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jyukeoi Grafton rose again and said, the noble Viscount had 
not explicitly replied to his question ; that the tiobie Viscouni 
took it up at the tihie that it was mentioned by his honourable 
kinsman in the Lower House ; that many days had elapsed 
iince, more than sufficient for ministers to have ascertained 
thfe fact ; that if they had riot got at the truth of a matter 
So exceedingly important to be khowh, at this particular and 
pressing crisis, it must appear to all the world that the King 
. of Great Britain was served by the inoSt shamefully ignorant 
and uninformed ministry that ever undertook the manage- 
ment of public affairs in this or aiiy other country- . His 
Grace again enforced the idea of its being trUe that such a 
treaty had been signed, and urged the King's servants to tell 
the House all they knew respecting it. ' 

Lord fFeymouth declared, that the noble Duke, by men- 
tioning his honourable kinsman having put the question iii 
the Lower tlouse, liaturally obliged hiiii to recur to that 
point of time. That he had precisely and plainly stated ai 
fact, viz, that, he rfeally knew not a word of any such treaty 
having been signed. 

The order of the day for the second reading of \ht Amcri^ 
tan conciliatory bills. 

Earl of Radnor said^ this country was wrong in the put- 
set, and hitherto continued obstinately to persevere in impo- 
licy and injustice; what the effect of the present bills might 
be, he did not pretend to determine. We had no right 
to tax unrepresented America. The idea was no less ab- 
surd and unjust, than the event had. hitherto proved dis- 
graceful and unprosperQUS. Englishmen, as they carried 
their rights with themj on their first migration, so they re- 
tained the spirit, resolution^ and firmness of Englishmen, in 
bravely asserting and maintaining those rights. The constitu* 
tion declared, in so many words, that no Englishman can be 
taxed but by his own consent. It has been the language ot 
all ages since the first foundation of the monarchy.. The 
most weak, cruel, despotic, and ambitious monarchs havci 
acceded to this doctrine as a first principle, riot directly to 
be controverted, though they have often attempted to evadfc 
it. They acknowledged the general rule,* and never ventured 
further than ta state exceptions to it. Apply this reasoning to 
the claims of this country, and see whether they can stand 
an instant] certainly not* Tke mode adopted was ingenious . 
and plausible. The King, by his prerogative, pretends to 
''no such right ; he is no farther concerned than as one of the 
branches of the legislature in asserting it. By whom are 
. Vol. IX. T . subjects 
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subjects to be taxed ? By Parliament alone. If, then. Par- 
liament IS solely vested with the power of levying taxes, who 
shall deny that power, or refuse to pay those taxes ? But 
here it is clearly perceivable, that a constitutional power is 
misapplied in the most gross manner^ and thiat too on an 
idea the most preposterous that ever entered into the mind of 
man. 

America, say the friends of this argument, is represented 
in England : that is, the name of representation is held put^ 
while no essential quality of representation is preserved. The 
repeal of the stamp act, however, put an end to this solemn 
mockery of every appearance of common sense and common 
justice; virtual representation was given up^ aiid the next 
year, a more rational though an equally unjust claim was 
set up, the curious distinction between internal and external 
taxation. The supremacy of this country, the monopoly 
of the trade of America, were to be secured ; but by whi 
iheans ? By port-dut^es, for the purpose of raising a reve- 
nue. Here, it is plain, the principle was the same, though 
the mode was varied. Who could say, if you laid on one 
duty, and it had been acquiesced in, but you might lay on a 
hundred, and that to any extent, and on what commodi- 
ties you pleased ? The principle of both was equally erfo- ' 
iieous ; no alternative remained, but that the colonies should 
tax themselves, or be slaves. These, he said, were his sen- 
timents from the beginning, as well when he had the honour 
of a seat in the other House, as now, and he should die in 
them. He was conscious that they were equally just, ex- 
pedient, and constitutional. I protest, says he, I have acted 
throughout uprightly, to the best of my judgment j and I 
appeal to God for the sincerity of my declaratioris, to whoih 
I hold myself accountable for*my public as well a& private 
conduct. 

The English constitution binds no man farther than by 
his own consent'; and I fairly apply the argument to legis- 
lation as well as taxation. His Lordship, from Speculative 
reasoning, adverted to facts ; and shewed, in a variety of 
instances, the cruelty, folly, injustice, and even irreligious 
conduct of ministers. These several charges lie maihtainefd 
by a retrospect of their several measures. Amongst the liiost 
leading of those were the acts of coercion passed during 
the four last y6ars ; and, as the epitome of the whole, thai 
infamous bill, the Qiifebec act,by which the bbody and sense, 
less stipcrstitions of the church of Rome were established in 

so 
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bo wide ah extent of the British empire ; and our protestant 
colonies J as it ivete^ hemined in on every side by a people 
inimical lo them on account of religion. Thii preference 
giv^n to strangers and papist^^ who^ by (he, act alluded to^ 
were rendered rivals to them, though no other provocation 
had been given, was sufficient, in his opinion, to alienate 
the affections of the colonies from the parent state ; but it 
was no more than a leadirig feature in that system of des^ 
potism introduced into our councils since the commencement 
of the present reign ; a system designed to procure submis- 
sion in every instance in which executive government was 
Concerned ; a submissioii in religious as weir as civil mat« 
ters, and all made subservient to the will of the governors^ 
hot the happiness, prosperity^ or confidence of the govern- 
ed. Absolute supremacyj and absolute submissioh, were th6 
great objects of the reigning politics for some years past ; 
but, thank God I that system, however seemingly perma- 
nent, was at the eve of a sudden dissolution. Its fate wai 

. oh the poiht of being determined ! and While he was up, h6 
Could not avoid congratulating their Lordships and his coun- 
try, that, in the midst of their distress and calamity, they 
had that consolation to reflect, that the resistance of Ame-^ 
rica would be the great means of prolonging those national 
liberties which, in point of constitutional effect^ though not 
of form, had been nearly extinguished, and must in the 
end have been overthrown, but for the exalted virtues and 
heroic spirit of their brethren on the other side of the At- 
lantic. He did not rise to make a personal attack upon mi- 
nisters. He lamented the cause of his rising^ in some parti- 

. tulars, as much as any noble Lord present. Ministers^ h6 
presumed, may have been deluded or tnisled themselves. He 
Reproached none. If some had acted from motives of pride 
pr false ambition, he did riot accuse nor insult them in their 
ideal schemes of folly ; they were sufficiently humbled i 
pride had had a fall. If any had conceived high expecta- 
tions of conquest, it was needless to remind them that the} 
tad ingloriou$ly failed. And if revenge was the gceat mo- 
tive of their conduct, even the very persons whom they had 
endeavoured to exterminate or lead in chains, must pity them 
in their present humiliating morticed state, suing for par- 
don at the foot of a triumphant enemy ; if it was not rather 
a just punishmeiit for having suffered so black a passion to 
be one of the leading motives .of their conduct. On the 
Whole, he thought^ that t|^e coticessions now made, cotisideN 

Ta ing 
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ing the inglorious circumstances which accompanied them, 
would terminate as ineffectually towards procuring reconci« 
liation, as they were every way disgraceful. 

Duke oi Richmond c^]]Qd upon some of the King*s servants 
to explain to the House the reasons of their silence, and 
why they had abandoned all their former high-sounding 
terms of the supremacy of Parliament^ and unconditional 
submission, and now came to su^ to America for peace ^ 
Such a silence, he observed, was unprecedented in the annals 
of Parliament. 

Earl of Suffolk replied, that he did not hear any thing spe- 
cially urged against the bills; when he did, it would be 
time enough for him to combat the objection. 

Duke of Richmondrose again, he said, to deprive the noble 
Earl of the benefit of this apology. He had little more ex- 
pectations of peace being effected by the present bills, than 
from any of the preceding measures adopted by ministers. 
He was convinced that nothing solid was intended ; that 
the bills were framed with a design to divide America on one 
side, and to keep up appearances with those who supported 
the measures of government here at home. He did not as- 
sert this on any vague, speculative imagination, that mini- 
sters, though they had changed their measures, still retained 
their former sentiments ; he reasoned from the bills them- 
selves. The preamble of the commissioners bill was the 
strongest evidence of the truth of what he asserted. It 
. said, that all the troubles had originated in misrepresenta- 
tion of what ? Of the very doctrines contained in the 

bill itself, which maintained the supremacy of this country 
in its fullest extent. He said, though there existed no other 
objection to the measure, the vesting in the crown the ap- 
pointment of the commissioners was sufficient to defeat the 
whole scheme, allowing government to be perfectly sincere. 
It was ridiculous, in this instance, to separate the crown 
from ministers ; they were synonimous terms. Who then 
were to be the real negotiators, or the instructors of those 
who wouLMCTe appointed to negotiate ? Most assuredly those 
very ministers who had been the persecutors and oppressors 
of America! Was it probable, then, that the Americans 
would treat, or hold any communication with commissioners 
thus instructed ? If any man could believe it, he pitied his 
credulity. Can the Americans expect justice or good faith 
from the very persons who had heaped upon them the most 
unheard-of cruelties, and unprecedented oppressions ^ who 

had 
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had acted with a perfidy unparalleled, and with an insolence 
not to be endured ? 

The Duke read the declaration of American Independence 
by the Congress ; and after commenting on it paragraph 
by paragraph, appealed to ministers, whether they meant to 
concede the several points therein set forth, or subscribe to 
the general assertions therein contained ? This declaration 
asserted, that the King was a tyrant; complained that troops 
Md been sent and qua'rtered among them without their con- 
sent ; that the admiralty courts were a grievance ; that acts 
suspending those of their respective assemblies had been 
passed in the British Parliament ; that the King having acted 
tyrannically, they had justly withdrawn themselves from his 
allegiance; thatthe judges enjoying their offices during plea- 
sure, were thereby rendered dependent on the crown, &c. 
In short, his Grace, at the end of every sentence, put the 
question to ministers, whether in any, all, or which in- 
stance, they would instruct their commissioners to assent, 
acknowledge, or ratify, on the part of the King and Parlia- 
ment, those several assertions and claims. 

After condemning that part of the declaration, which 
branded the King as a tyrant, for whose virtues, he said, he 
entertained the highest opinion, his Grace proceeded to shew 
the reasons why so indecent and disrespectful a language was 
adopted by the Congress. This was no other but the very 
improper and unconstitutional use which had been made of 
the King's name from the beginning, and previous to the 
present unhappy contest. He affirmed this was evident, in 
almost every single measure which ministers thought fit to 
adopt. Out of a great number, he shoul4 select two, and 
submit to their Lordship^ whether the. charge was well 
founded. The first Tvas in the circular letter written by 
the noble Lord at the head of the American department, 
dated Whitehall, 13th of May 1 769, [Lord Hillsborough,] 
in which that noble Lord, in behalf of himself and the 
other members of the cabinet, promised not in the name of 
the Parlianvent, but in that of the King: ** His Majesty's 
present administration— his Majesty's present servants-— his 
Majesty relies upon your prudence and fidelity— it is his 
Majesty's intention, &c. that no^further taxes for the pur- 
pose of raising a revenue shall be laid on the colonies." 
Here, says his Grace, the King's word was specially pledg- 
ed for what he could not constitutionally perform. It was 
jiQt competent to the King to lay on, or remit any tax; when 

therefore 
T3 
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therefore the promise came to be performed, the colonicf 
looked to their Sovereign for the performance of it ; but mir 
liisters having shifted, by so doing rendered themselves fufr 
ther Irresponsible ; and this may account in some measure fpf 
jthe very improper and unbecoming language which pervade 
the whole performance I have been reading. Again, in con- 
sequence of the same circular letter^ in which is contained 
^his remarkable expression, to the several governors, ** The 
King trusts to la full and explicit explanation of his sentir 
ments :" What did Lord Botetourt tell the council and house 
pf assembly of the colony of Virginia, iq support of the pror 
piises contained in the said letter ? Nothing less than ** tha( 
his Majesty would rather fprfjsit hi? crown than keep it by 
4eceit." 

' ' After assierting that his Majesty had lost the afiection of 
bis American subjects, by the insolent, daripg, perfidious, and 
unconstitutional language of ministe/s, he said he would state 
fi refnarkable apd unexampled instance of the temerity of 
pne pf them. He said, the journals of the House would be the 
most undoubted documents in proof of what he was about to 
ptate. It was on the 1 8th of May 1770, when the very 
wme administration as that which now directed the affairs of 
this country were in power, that he moved several resolutions, 
expressing a censure of the same noble Lord [Lord Hillsbo- 
rough], and that on the very specific ground, chiefly, which he 
Jiad now stated. Wiiat was the conduct of the noble Lord? 
Very different indeed from that of the noble Earl at the head 
pf the admiralty [Lord Sandwich] on a recent occasion. 
He flid not desire, as that noble Earl did, the friendly aid of 
his noble friend [Lord Gower] to do what his own delicacy 
would pot permit him^i that of moving the previous question, 
to get rid pf the resolutions. No, the noble Earl then at the 
head pf the American department had the modesty himself 
to move an adjournment. 

His Grace said, as to the whole measure, he feared it 
y^puld miscarry , for the reasons already assigned. This being 
his opinion, if his adyice was taken, he would recomm^^ndlQ 
withdraw th^ troops. America still retained an afiFection for 
this country. He had great reason tp believe, th?t it would 
be the interest of the colpnies tp give us a preference in point 
pf commerce. Such a commercial intercourse would be no 
less advantageous to them than to us. The experience of the 
last two pr three years shewed, they could not do without 
British cpmmpdities ; they had tbfm^^ though through new 

f hannels | 
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channels; and one of the.mo$t intelligent merchants in the 
citytMr. Glover] assured him, that, whether friends or ene- 
mies, they could not supply themselves with several of the 
commodities they wanted so well elsewhere. It was certain- 
ly the interest of both countries to live on terms of amity. 
If his advice was taken^ sooner than hazard a further con- 
linuance of the war, he would recommend to declare Ame- 
rica independent^ because he feared we must consent to it at 
last ; however, if it was the sense of the House that the ex- 
periment of treaty should bie tried, he had no objection. If, 
on the other hand, America should prove implacable for the 
cruelties she had suffered, and the injuries she had sustainedj 
and that she should make a commercial treaty with France in 
preference to England, even in that case he would much ra» 
ther withdraw 4he troops, and leave that country to act ac- 
cording to its own pleasure, than continue the war, in order 
to recover what we had lost by our own imprudence and 
pernicious counsels. . 

Earl of Hillshrough said, that the noble Duke had made a 
personal attack upon him, by no means well founded. He 
never used the King's naipe in an improper, unconstitutional 
manner: he appealed in particular to the letter now mention- 
ed, and begged it might be read. It was read by the clerk. 
He complained how cruelly and unjustly he had beenattack- 
ed ; and appealed to their Lordships, whether there was a 
single passage in that letter which could justify the imputa- 
tion thrown upon him by the noble Duke, of his mentioning 
the measures proposed by the King's servants, as solely the 
King's measures, or personally ascribable to him. He never 
wished, he said, to shelter his opinions or conduct, as a mi- 
nister, behind the name of a King. Those who acted with 
him knew the contrary. If any doubt remained, relative to 
the fair interpretation of that letter, its true comment must 
be the King's speech which accompanied it, and was inclosed 
in it. In that his Majesty's sentiments, relative to tlie affairs 
of America, were laid open ; and it could hardly be supposed 
that ministers would, or that governors dare, pledge them- 
selves for any measure contradictory to that speech. 

His Lordship then turned his attention immediately to the 
question. He affirmed, he never entertained a second opi- 
nion respecting America. He always thought, and should 
ever think, that the supreme power of the empire was vested 
in the legislature of this country ; and if a difference of opi- 
x^ion, upon the principle of those bills^ should cause a divi- 

T 4 sion. 
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sion, he should give one more proof that he had not deserte4 
his principles. He said, nothing but necessity could justify 
the present^bills, and that too of such a nature a$ icause4 a 
necessity of concealing it. [Supposed to mean the treaty re- 
cently signed by France and America.] He had every reasop 
to think that administration had not deserted their principles, 
though thjcy had changed their measures ; and tliat while they 

Eroposed the present, they proposed them with shame. They 
^ lushed when they found themselves compelled, as it were, 
to adopt them, and that from reasons which, perhaps, could 
not be properly or safely declared. He blushed himself, nay 
more, he felt for the honour of his much-injured country, 
which had, on the present occasion, felt this the most dis- 
graceful day she ever experienced. On the whole, however, 
such as the bills were, he should not oppose them, unless this 
mere question of principle should come into discussion, and 
Ibringon a divison.; because, be our misfortunes what they 
inay, which he chiefly attributed to a want of alacrity, firmr 
liess, and decision of the ministers, he would rather confide 
in the present ministers than any other. 

Duke of Richmond contended, that the first passage in the 
pircular letter personally referred to the King as an itidivi- 
^ual, distinguished from his servants 5 and when the intentions 
of the King's ministers, of not meaning to lay further taxes 
for the purpose of raising a revenue, and to repeal the port dur 
ties upon commercial principles, follow, the King's servants 
are therein described as only acting by the order and under 
the influence of their. Sovereign ; but if any doubt remained 
of the true import and political construction of the speech ad- 
verted to by the noble Lord atid the letter, the private in- 
structions \yhich accompanied both might be easily guessed 
by that passage in Lord T'Oittoiirt's speech to the council and 
house of burgesses of the province of Virginia, where his 
Lordship, as the reprcs?!U?.tive of his royal master, tells 
them, * that liis Majesty would nith'er forfeit his crown than 
keep it by deceit." It was therefore the delusion and deceit 
of ministers, which the Congress, in their declaration of in- 
dependence, mistakenly imputed to the King. It was upon 
this ground that his Majesty was ^irst dethroned from the do- 
minion he held over their hearts and affections. This was the 
circumstance on which, he presurned, more than any other, 
the people of America withdrew their allegiance. If mini- 
sters had acted cruelly, if parliament had acted oppressively, 
the right of the crown could never have come into contro- 
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versy. The farthest they ever pretended to go, was to say, 
'' we shall readily submit to be governed by the same King, 
but we will be bound by no laws which we do not consent to, 
no government we cannot cotitroul." They took the matter 
up upon prinpiples of genuine Whiggism, as distinguished 
from Toryism. The Tories of 1688 said, the King had ab- 
dicated ; the Whigs, that he had deserted his crown, and 
thereby left the people at liberty to establish what form of go- 
vernment they pleased. So, in the present instance, as soon as 
the King made war upon the whole body of his subjects ii^ 
America, they began to reason like the Whigs of England. 
They said, though unjustly, that he was a tyrant ; that he 
had deserted the government, and forfeited his dominion over 
them as Sovereign, and that of course they were at liberty to 
institute another in its stead. 

Earl o{ Suffolk answered the point of inconsistency charged 
pn him and the rest of the King's servants by the noble Duke, 
in relation to the present bills. He said, it was a new doctrine 
in politics, which was supposed to bind a man to the same 
conduct in all possible situations. He always understood that . 
ministers, indeed all men, suited and shaped their conduct to 
^circumstances, events, and exigencies. Were it otherwise, no 
person whatever would be a free agent; he would, indeed, 
possess the powers of discrimination and judgment to no pur^ 
pose, if he was forbid the exercise of them, and only permit- 
ted to retain the liberty of acting wrong. The noble Duke's 
general argument certainly went to this, or it meant nothing. 
He was free to acknowledge that he once entertained a very 
different opinion from the measures now offered' to their Lord- 
ships' consideration. He thought, as we had a right, so we 
should have exercised the right of every species of govern- 
mental ccmroul over America. He thought, in maintenance 
of that ri^rht, we were justined in compelling the colonies to 
acknowledge it. He had every reason to think, that as we 
had the means of compulsion, the issue of the dispute would 
have been correspondent to those means. He was convinced 
now, that it was every way more .wise to depart from this 
plan, in some instances, and concede, than persist in it ; yet 
in all this he could perceive no contradiction ; circumstances 
had materially changed, and so had his opinion : but as to 
those he first acted upon, he still thought them right ; and 
was willing to believe the measures adopted in consequence of 
^hem inust have succeeded, had it not been from some un- 
toward 
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jtoward accidents and circunistances, that could neither be 
foreseen I prevented, nor provided against. 

Much bad been $aid, and it had been strong^Iy relied upon 
ia debate, that America would spurn the offers held out in 
those bills. For his part, he was of a very different opinion, 
tie had the most undoubted and authentic information, th^t 
the Americans were in the greatest distress, and would there.- 
f(Mre embrace any reasonable propositions of peace and civil 
isecurity. But supposing the worst, that the colonies should 
refuse to treat, he could assure their Lordships, that this nau 
tion had still great and powerful resources in men and money; 
^nd, he trusted, a spirit equal to the maintaining of their 
rights^ and the asserting of their honour against every power 
of every kind^ who dared to with-hold the one, or insult thj^ 
other. He so far agreed with the noble Duke, that the con- 
cessions in the bills were not intended to go so far as to con- 
cede the independency of the colonies on Great Britain ; for, 
if the former persisted in their claim of independency^ he 
could assure his Grace it would never be admitted. 

Earl Temple said, became down to express his highest in- 
dignation and contempt of the measure contained in the pre- 
sent bills ; especially the commissioners' act, which, he said, 
was a pretended cppy of that for empowering the crown, 
in the reign of Queea Anne, to appoint commi^sionejrs to 
treat relative to an union between both kingdoms (England 
and Scotland.) But what was the tenor and spirit of th^ act 
now on the table ? Why, the powers of the commissioners 
were defined ; the terms were proclaimed ; the point in issue 
was given up ; taxation expressly, and supremacy by impli- 
cation ; and upon what grounds ? Before we know that the 
other party would even so much as treat, you tell America 
your terms ; you give them up so much certain ; you encou- 
rage them to look for more. Will they not at least hold you 
to your promise ? Are they not at liberty to insist for as 
much as they please ? And even if the fate of war should, 
after a long and ruinous contest, declare in our favour, arc 
not you, as a matter of right, bound to your f rst engage- 
ment ? What was just, fair, and equitable, can never change 
its nature; so that by disclosing your plan, you l^ave Ame- 
rica to demand any thing she may think proper, and bind 
yourselves, should the colonies refuse, to fight, not for your 
rights, which are already given up in this bill, but for what-' 
ever America may choose to ask. His Lordship contended, 
no similar instance existed in the history of negotiation. 

The 
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The bills carried with them cfertain ruin to this country ; or 
were merely meant to deceive the other. On the other hand^ 
ii commissioners were armed with full powers to treaty with* 
put disclosing the real intentions of Parliament, offers migh( 
}ie indifferently made, and each party having agreed on cer* 
Uin fundamental points, might then^ after consulting th^ 
principles, be armed with new and sufficient powers to bring 
the treaty to a fair and full conclusion. He was against the 
bill in point of principle ; but even if he were not, this modf 
(adopted, of informing those with whom you were to treaty 
with the great outlines of your plan, was a suiEcient reasoii 
with him for giving the bill his most hearty negative. Whatr 
fsver the real disposition of the House might be, he couI4 
not tell ; but whether or not a division should take place, he 
^ook this opportunity of acquainting their Lordships, tha( 
}ie had called upon a noble friend of his that morning, who^ 
fis the last act of his political life, learning he was coming 
down, gave him his proxy, and desired he might give if 
against the bilL The noble Lord to whom he alluded, faf 
faid, was Lord Milton. 

His Lordship said, he believed America had aimed at in^ 
dependency from the beginning. It was not an idea takeiji 
pp on a light and indigested opinion; he had from the com* 
inencement of our differences entertained it. He was asr 
]sured by an honourable relation of his, now deceased, [the 
late Mr. Grenville,] and he knew it to be so, that he applied 
(p the people of America, through the channel of their frienda 
in the city, to assist, in what manner might prove agreeable 
(o them, towards relieving this country from a proportionate 
share of the burdens, according to their means, which had 
been necessarily incurred in defending them in the course of 
^he late war, prevjous to his proposing the stamp act ; b^t 
lifter several communications and letters on this subject be.* 
^ween the persons concerned, the colonies absolutely refused 
^o contribute, in any manner, a single shilling. He had 
another strong reason to con^rm him in the same way of 
thinking, that was, the pointed observations contained in the 
leuers auributed to Monsieur Montcalm, which indeed bear 
the stamp of prediction, more than hypothetical reasoning. 
He observed, that the authenticity of those letters had been 
often (deputed ; but he could afiBrip, that he saw them in ma* 
jmscript, among the papers of a minister now deceased, long 
jiefore they made their appearance in print, and at a time when 
^linerican independency was in the contemplation of 4 very 

few 
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few persons indeed. His Lordship, after imputing to ad- 
ministration every mischief and evil, which folly, ignorance, 
temerity, and poltroonery, were capable of efiFecting, charged 
them directly, in the present instance, with downright im- 
position. He asked them, what possible good could, result 
from the present bills, if what was generally, nay universal- 
ly believed without doors was true ? He should not have 
mentioned it, but that as Parliament had been all along led 
blindfolded, and that what he was about to advert to niigbt 
have escaped, or not fallen under some of their Lordships* 
observation, or perhaps been discredited, as not coming pro- 
perly authenticated. He meant the famous manifesto issued 
by the American agents in France in December 1776, in 
which they specially declare themselves independent of Great 
Britain, renounce all future connexion with iis, and inform 
the several sovereign powers in Europe, particularly those 
of France, Spain, Germany, and Prussia, that they intended 
to send ambassadors, as free and independent states, and 
hold out to them, as an encouragement, those general advan- 
tages which may be derived from a commerce to be carried 
on with a mercantile and trading people, and the reciprocal 
interests arising from such an intercourse. He asked the mi- 
nisters, if they knew any thing of this public declaration and 
invitation ? And no answer being returned, he observed, that 
he was convinced ministers were better acquainted with the 
Book of Numbers than the Book of Wisdom. His Lord- 
ship, after condemning ministers for raising the spirit of the 
nation, relative to the new levies, and letting it down by this 
disgraceful measure, which, he said, went to throwing this 
country, its Parliament, and the people at large, at the feet 
of the Congress* deputies, Messrs. Franklin and Deane, re- 
presented ministers, as in the act of doing homage to those 
personages in sack-cloth and ashes. The present bills, says 
.he, are so disgraceful in every point in wiiich they are to be 
viewed, that venit summa dies may now be unhappily applied 
to the glory of this country. The late Lord Granville pre- 
dicted that such a day would come : but nothing short of 
the most rooted folly, and the most abject cowardice in mi- 
nisters, could have accelerated it so rapidly, or brought it SO 
near. With regard to the right of Great Britain to exact a 
revenue from America, I never entertained a douHf of it; 
nor that the colonies secretly looked forward to independen- 
cy. The letters I have already alluded to prove it ; it is ri- 
diculous therefore to argue, that America had no such view, 

till 
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till compelled to it by the rigour of this country. On the 
whole, his Lordship predicted, that the present bills, if passed, 
would prove ineffectual. The commissioners who should 
act under them would be treated with contempt ; and the na- 
tional character would be additionally disgraced. While he 
reprobated the pusillanimity and obstinacy of administration, 
he lamented, he said, the fallen condition of this country ; 
reduced, in their hands, to make a public offer of terms, 
without knowing whether those terms would be accepted ; 
men who had shewn to the whole world they were incapa- 
ble of conducting a war; and were now preparing to give 
another proof of their incapacity, by shewing they do not 
know how to make peace. 

Bishop oi Peterborough, After assuring the House that he 
had determined, while measures of coercion were pursued, 
not to trouble their Lordships again with the vain repetition of 
his objections ; he added, * But solicitous as I have ever been 
for recpncilition, upon the best terms, which from time to 
time could be had with America^ I cannot but congratulate 
your Lordships on this concurrence of our sentiments, that 
peace with our colonies is acknowledged to be, according to 
the expression of a noble Lord [Lord Suffolk] in office, 
highly proper ; at least, if not, as another noble Earl, [Lord 
Hillsborough, J a friend to administration, declares, absolute- 
ly necessary. 

It nevertheless appears to me, there is but too much reason 
to appriehend, that the wisdom which our experience has 
purchased, at the price of so much blood and treasure, may 
still prove abortive, from the vain imagination, that America, 
' circumstanced as she is now, will be induced to treat at all, 
while the sword is drawn against her, and while the terms of 
reunion are, after the con^missioners shall have approved 
them, to be still left subject to the controul of Parliament. 

It was this claim of Parliament to judge of the sufficiency 
. of the contributions, which principally caused the former 
propositions to be rejected ; and while the least uncertainty 
remains, whether tlie concessions mutually agreed upon, will 
finally be satisfactory and conclusive ; I cannot see how it is 
reasonable to expect, that there can be, on the part of Ame- 
rica, that degree of confidence which is the only foundation 
of peace. - ' 

I' submit these doubts to your Lordships' consideration, on 
a supposition, that America is not yet formally connected 
with France : should that be the case, as a noble Duke [Duke 

of 
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of Graftofi] has assured us it Is, all deliberation on these pro« 
i)ositions is, I fear, vain and nugatory : the circumstances of 
our situation call your attention to matters of more imme- 
diate concern; nor is the question, whether we are to givcf 
tip all hopes of regaining America by the sword, but how 
We are to get our troops back again in safety. 

But if haply America is still at liberty to treat with us, 
the only way of doing it effectually is to acquire her confi- 
dence, by giving her first, every testimony of our own. Is it 
possible to expect she will consent to such a peace as we may 
think honourable, unless she is first convinced we no longer 
mean hostilities ? 

The propositions, worded as they are, mean to imply ac 
knowledgment of Great Britain's supremacy. A noble Earl 
has said, that the Americans do virtually renounce their inde- 
pendence, if they consent at all to treat with the commission- 
ers. 1 cannot, therefore, but observe, that these propositions 
do at the same time admit, that independence is not (as it has 
been often asserted to be,) the general and main object o( 
America. 

^ I am indeed persuaded that it was not so from the begin- 
tiing ; and I do firmly believe, that th^re is still among thost 
descendents of Englishmen, attachment enough still left to 
the stock from whence they sprung, not only to make them 
wish for reunion, but dispose them likewise to consult the ho- 
nour and dignity of their mother country, if haply they wert 
convinced, that she neither means to deceive them at present, 
or oppress them for the future." 

Lord Osborne [Marquis of Carmarthen] said, soon after he 
was honoured with a seat in the other House, where a dutiful 
petition being presented by a respectable colony, it was re- 
jected with, what appeared to him, a degree of passion and 
asperity very unbecoming the dignity and wisdom of so re- 
spectable an assembly. 

[It was a petition from the province of New York, for the 
repeal of the tea-duty. 

He said he thought the present bills well suited to produce 
the effects expected from them. Every material objection to 
the claims of this country were removed. Taxation was re- 
linquished farther than it depended on the duty and genero- 
sity of the Americans themselves. On the other hand, t]be 
Supremacy of this country was asserted, and would, if accom- 
modation took place, be preserved. ► The only colour o£ an 
^j^jectioiii to the bills was what had been stated by the noble 

Duke 
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Duke in the, blue ribbon [Grafton] early in the day^ that a 
treaty of some kind of commerce or alliance, or both, had, 
been entered into by the Congress delegates and the French . 
tourt ; but even though this report should prove true, he did 
hot yet despair but America would quit her former engage* 
ments, and return fo her native country. 

Earl of Doncaster [Duke of Buccleughj spoke a few 
ivords against the bills. 

Lord ff^ycombe [Earl of Shelbume] referred, in a compli- 
tecntary style, to the upright noble Duke who spoke before 
him, respecting the part he took about the peerage of the 
northern part of this kingdom. He said, though the noble 
Duke's attempt to rescue the Scotch peerage from the yoke of 
ministerial despotism, under which still it groans, had hither* 
to failed of success, he had every reason to expect thzft the 
iteady and truly patriotic endeavours of his Grace would one 
day prevail so far as to cover the insolent authors of this 
unconstitutional system with shame and disgrace. His Lord* 
ihip then proceeded to consider the bills ih two points of 
view, in both of which, he said, they were defective, and pro- 
ceeded upon wrong principles. The first was, the implied 
though not the avowed motives for adopting the present mea- 
sure, as leaving no other alternative for us to embrace but 
approving them, or suffering America to render herself in- 
dependent ; the other, the means proposed of preventing the 
latter part of the alternative from taking effect. 

On the first of those, he said, he would never consent that 
America should be independent. The idea he ever entertain- 
ed of the connection between both countries was, that they 
should have one friend, one enemy, one purse, and one 
sword 5 and that Great Britain should superintend the inte- 
jfests of the whole, as the great controuling power. That 
both countries should have but one will, though the means of 
expressing this will might be different, distinct, and varied. 
He contended, all this might have been procured not long 
since ; and he still retained strong hopes that it could be af- 
fected, and that too without measures of blood. It was 
once optional, and still possible ; and he would never adopt 
^y scheme which would go to dissever our colonies from us ; 
for as soon as that event should take place, then, added his 
Lordship emphatically, the sun of Great Britain was sety and 
we should n§ hnger be a Powerful or respectable people jthe moment 
ihai the independency oj America was agreed to byourgovemmetit! 
These tenhs, he iasserted^ the Congress would have agreed^ 

a very 



298 PARLIAMENTARY A* 177*.' 

a very short time since, and he had hopes they might still h« 
obtained. He reprobated treaties 6f commerce, as the most 
ridiculous things in the world ; shewing, by a gr^t variety 
of historical precedents, that those which had at the time of 
making them been deemed the wisest, had always failed, and 
turned out to no effect whatever: there was a little diffe- 
rence, he declared, between treaties of commerce and laws of 
trade. The latter were stable, and always worth attending to. 
He advised ministers eternally to hold this distinction in their 
minds, and never to give up the navigation act. Upon the 
subject of treaties, he instanced the famous one made with 
Portugal in the year 1703, and negociated by Mr. Methum^ 
our then ambassador at that court ; said it was hardly rati- 
fied, when it began to be broke or evaded; till at length it is 
dwindled to almost nothing : he had taken great pains while 
in office himself to inforce it ; but he found it was imprac- 
ticable ; or, if practicable, it would not be worth the 
trouble. Trade and commerce between independent states 
of different interests, would not be restrained ; they would 
of course fall into their natural channels, in spite of every 
attempt to give them a different or artificial direction. 
Trade laws were of quite a different nature ; they were 
solemn compacts, in which the interests of the contract- 
ing parties, were reciprocal, and founded on the same ba- 
sis. Such were the connections between all states and 
their colonies : and such were the obligations of interest 
and good faith, for a faithful performance of such compacts. 
Among the first of these, and the foundation of all the rest, 
he ranked the trade laws passed in the reign of Charles the 
Second, which united the commercial interests of the whole 
British empire. That cou4d never be, in his opinion, equi- 
tably, nay, wisely broken. It was judiciously framed for the 
advantage of the seat of empire, and its several dependen- 
cies ; and, if ever dissolved, would, in all probability, termi- 
nate in the ruin of the parties concerned. After his Lord- 
ship had very fully explained his sentiments on this part of 
his subject, even should we be so unlucky as not to succeed in 
regaining the confidence of America, let it be remembered, 
that one time when the throne of England was vacant, and 
the executive power was in the hands of an usurper, at a time 
too when Scotland was divided from England, this country 
was in so flourishing a state, that every European pawer 
courted her friendship and alliance, and there were six or 
seven hundred thousand pounds in the treasury. Ireland was 

also 
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was also equally flourishing. Henry, the usurper's son^ 
was imj)licitly obeyed there, every part of the government 
of that kingdom had its proper^ effect, and the treasury there 
also had several hundred thousand pounds in it. The cause 
of this was, the good sense, the judgnient, and the vigour of 
mind which Oliver Cromwell possessed. Government was 
in histime conducted upon principles of justice, and not on 
principles of corruption. At that glorious period, Denmark 
was happy to stand on terms of amity with this country. 
Sweden sued for an alliance with her. Holland courted 
her friendship, and dreaded her power. Portugal sought her 
alliance and protection ; and Spain and France alternately 
contended which of them' should stand highest in her favour. 

His Lordship expressed the strongest sentiments of dis- 
approbation of every idea that tended to admit the indepen- 
dency of America, though allusions to such an admission 
had been dropped in the House, even from persons in office. 
He did not mean that he never would agree to a connection 
with the colonies as independent states : circumstances might 
create a necessity for such a submission, though they could not 
justify the folly or treachery of an administration, which 
should reduce him and the nation to s6 abject a situation; but 
he asserted, that when the day came, on which American in- 
dependence should be acknowledged by that House* he trust- 
ed that the House would, with one voice, call for justice on 
those who should be the occasion of so fatal a necessity. 

His Lordship ridiculed the hope of gaining any thing from 
America by commercial alliances. Such alliances were found 
by experience to be binding no longer than mutual interest 
connected the parties. The treaty, therefore, said to be 
signed with France, had nothing in it to alarm us, except the 
acknowledgment of independency ; but if the war was in- 
stantly put an end to, and the confidence of the people a 
little restored to us, much might be hoped from the inclina- 
tions of people having the same religion, the same lan- 
guage, the same relations, and interwoven interests with us. 
Besides, there were many cool, dispassionate, and able men in 
the Congress, who, when they came to judge and look for- 
ward to consequences, it was extremely probable that, inde- 
pendent of dieir attachment to the parent state, and those 
other strong motives of affection, they would plainly perceive 
that a connection with this country would be the best means 
of advancingthe interest of their own. But if every honest, 
every virtuous means, which could now be suggested, for re- 

Vol. IX. U storing 
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storing them to our empire, should finally prove abortive, 
we had, in the late annals of our own history, a lesson of 
hope [jalluding to Lord Chatham's adrainistrationj which 
should console us for the calamities which we now feel or ap- 
prehend, and will shew us, that, under a brave administration, 
we may yet exist as an empire, nay, even flourish as we for- 
merly did, without a connection with America. The strength 
of the nation is powerful beyond conception, whilst the people ' 
have a confidence in the wisdom and valour of their rulers. . 

His Lordship said, that peace at any rate was preferable 
to war ; and, so far as those bills went towards that object, he 
would give them his assent: two of them, viz. that for re- 
nouncing the taxation, and that for repealing the Massachu- 
set's charter-act, he was ready to support : but he would give 
his negative to the bill for appointing commissioners, as he 
thought it would be inefficacious ; for the Congress, seeing 
the deception intended by it, in authorising the commissioners 
to treat with separate bodies of the people, and that its object 
was to divide them, would never suffer them to advance from 
the lines of their camp ; and the apprehension of their terms 
being afterwards receded from by parliament, at the instance 
of a weak and deceitful administration, would prevent every 
possible good. 

In this part of his argument, his Lordship stated the ob- 
stacles America had to contend with, in case she should insist 
upon independence, and take measures accordingly ; provided 
we employed the means properly which was yet in our power. 
He said, to the southward we had the Floridas ; to the north- 
ward. Nova Scotia, Canada, Newfoundland, and Cape Bre- 
ton. In point of conquest, we were in possession of New 
York, Rhode Island, Staten Island, Long Island, besides the 
city of Philadelphia and its environs. He confessed, all this 
did not hold out any prospect of conquest ; but perhaps it 
held out objects of a more substantial nature. We might 
command the navigation of the rivers St. Laurence aqd Mis- 
sissippi, and the communication of the Lakes. In such an 
event then as America proving refractory to all reasonable 
terms of conciliation, the command of their coasts by supe- 
rior fleets, and the occupying such parts in the interior coun* 
try as would best answer the keeping them in awe and alarzn^ 
and maintaining such posts, and opening such necessary com- 
munications as might be most conducive to our views, not 
those of coercion or conquest; in all probability the colonies 
would soon find themselves compelled to break their foreign . 

engage- 



A* 1778. DEBATES. ^91 

engagements, and seek our protection, upon fair, constitutio- 
nal, and secure grounds. To effect this, there ought to be 
at least a well-found and complete array in Canada, of 12,000. 
Hallifax ought to be strongly garrisoned, and sufficient de- 
fences made to it as a jMace of arras. The troops ought to 
be recalled from Philadelphia, if they had not already made 
a similar exit from it to that they made from Boston, where 
their stay can otherwise terminate only in starvation [allud- 
ing to Mr. Dundas*s expression], captivity or defeat. After 
pointing out what ought to be pursued, should America proVe 
averse to reconciliation, he contrasted the cruel, absurd, and 
ridiculous conduct of ministers. He said, he would not, nor 
could, attribute such operations to the good sense and huma- 
nity of British seamen, or British soldiers. He presumed 
they had their instructions from hence. Marching, counter- 
marching, embarkations, debarkations, fruitless expeditions, 
defeats, depredations coast-wise, burning of towns and vil- 
lages, employing foreign mercenaries, savages, scalping, 
tomahawking, &c. He said the war was conducted systema- 
tically wrong from the outset ; that instead of making war in 
front, by which means you left the enemy at liberty to meet 
you when they thought proper, or retire into the interior 
country, you should have secured posts in their rear; forced 
them towards the sea, and by that means have compelled 
them from tirae to time to decisive engageraents. 

His Lordship then considered the bills in point of effect : 
he said, they clearly portended nothing but a continuation of 
the war, upon the same destructive plan, the effusion of more 
blood, and the waste of more treasure. He thought them 
every way insincere and insidious, and only intended to di- 
vide, not to conciliate the colonies. Every plan of concilia- 
tion, in such hands, must fail. The claims supported by mi- 
nisters were by this bill varied but in name. The preamble 
to the commissioners bill, the mode of appointing and in- 
structing the commissioners, and reserving both, and intrust- 
ing the treaty to the very men who had been the authors of 
all out misfortunes, were so many proofs that though mini- 
sterial language had changed, the system had not. —His Lord- 
ship then condemned the shameful, subserviently of Parlia- 
ment in their whole conduct, which the noble Earl in high 
office was pleased to distinguish under the name of consisten- 
cy ! If, says his Lordship, the noble Lord in the other House, 
[Lord North] comes down one day, and tells Parliament, 
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You shall have a revenue— not a pepper-corn, but a clear, 
substantial, productive revenue," the word flies througb every 
corner of the House, Revenue !— Revenue ! — Revenue! 
If, the next day, in all the fulness of ministerial supremacy, 
he says, " No revenue.; we must maintain the supremacy," 
the Jiat instantly .spreads— Supremacy I— Supremacy !-— 
Supremacy! If again the conqueror of America tells his 
friends, that the revenue and supremacy are gone, and, along 
with both, unconditional submission ; that we are no longer 
to fight, but treat ; with one voice the halcyon tidings are e- 
choed through, and reverberated against the hallowed walls- 
Treat!— Treat !~Treat!— Thus, peace or war, submission or 
no submission, supremacy or independency, revenue or no 
revenue, it is the same thing with his Lordship and his fol- 
lowers. But if, through this various s^cheme of monstrous 
and absurd politics, chance or art should bring about or pro- 
duce any favourable circumstance, his Lordship will once 
more appear enthroned in all the fulness of ministerial ma- 
jesty, covered with graces, favpurs, and consequence ; sur- 
rounded by his placemen, pensioners, and contractors ; sup- 
ported by his myrmidons and court janizaries ; he will once 
more, I say, resume his former high tone of command. 

His Lordship proceeded to make several animadversions 
on ministers, whom he represented as the tools of their secret 
employers. This indiscriminate acquiescence, he said, was 
extremely criminal, and called, in the first instance, for public 
eprehension; and he hoped, in the end, would meet the re- 
ward it merited. He contrasted this tame submission to 
every mandate they received, to the firm and manly con- 
duct of modern ministers, in countries deemed despotic ; in 
the persons of Count Kaunitz and the Duke of Choiseul, 
who sooner than break their words, or act contrary to their 
own j udgment, opposed the will of their respective sovereigns; 
and suffered what, in the language of the courts of Vienna 
and Versailles, is termed being disgraced, but which in fact 
was looked upon by their fellow-subjects in a very different 
light. Their characters were revered by the people ; and 
such was the high opinion they entertained of those able and 
upright ministers, that if an occasion served, they would 
chcarfully trust their lives and fortunes, and whatever they 
held most dear and valuable, to their care and protection. 

The question was put ; and the bills ordered to be com* 
mitted without a division. 

March 
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March 6. 

In committee on the American conciliatory bills. No 
debate. Adjourned to the 9th. 

March 9. 

Third reading of the American conciliatory bills. 

Earl of Abingdon said, I have given no obstruction to these 
bills in their progress through the House, because whatever , 
bears the name of conciliation with America, though it be 
a shadow, I am ready to catch at ; and for the same reasons 
[meaning that they should pass] it is not now my intention 
to divide the House upon them : but, my Lords, as I am 
firmly persuaded that these bills are no more than a continu- 
ation of that delusion which has brought this country to its 
present brink of ruin, and so far from obtaining the end 
proposed by them, that they are destructive of it, I rise to 
put my simple negative upon them, and will place my rea- 
sons for so doing upon the journals of the House. And, 
my Lords, having said this, I have only to add my congra- 
tulations to your Lordships on the late miraculous conver- 
sion of Parliament to the true faith. Whiggism triumphant 
over Toryism. Whig measures ingrafted on Tory prin- 
ciples, 

Humano capiti cervicem pictor equinam 
*' Jungere si velit : risum teneatis amici f^ 

But, my Lords, however pleased I may be with this Cen- 
taur not Fabulous, 1 fear the motives that have produced it 
are not of the most honest kind. I fear, my Lords, that it 
is a temporary sacrifice only of principles to places, and that 
\^hen the golden age is over, the iron age will return in its 
room. This good, however, my Lords, it must produce, 
American liberties are hereby confirmed, and put out of the 
reach of Tory disturbance for the time to come. 

Marquis of Rockingham said, the bills were inadequate, 
and must prove ineffectual. He said it had been a language 
progressively increasing since the commencement df the pre- 
sent reign, that such measures were the King's measures; his 
Majesty's intentions, &c. But the King s friends, in the 
course of the present war, had ventured a step farther. In-^ 
stead of calling the war, the war of Parliament, or of the 
People, (he meant out of that House,) it was called the King's 
war, his Majesty's favourite war. The public prints teemed 
wkh assertions of this kind. Persons were employed on pur- 
pose to write books, pamphlets, and daily publications, in 
order to disseminate those notions, and make them universal. 
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This, he said, was a most insolent and unconstitutional con- 
duct. The King can have no interests, no dignity, no views 
whatever, distinct from those of his people. The scheme 
was full of art and perfidy. It was to persuade the body of 
the people, that the rights of the crown were staked on the 
issue of the war, which consequently called forth all the 
friends of monarchy who were ignorant of the deception. 
The periidy of this conduct was not more glaring, than the 
management and address was evident ; for, should the war 
miscarry, ministers had two methods of shifting the odium 
ofiF their own shoulders. In .print and out of doors, the 
measures were the King's measures. In that House, and the 
other, they were the measures of Parliament. But, he 
trusted the day of reckoning would come, when those sub- 
terfuges would avail nothing; when, as they could not be the 
King's measures, it would be proved they were not the mea- 
sures of Parliamem, but of ministers. Hehoped they had made 
no improper impression upon the royal mind; but when such 
mtn declared themselves the King's friends, and when -their 
services were accepted of, he trembled for the consequences.. 
His Lordship then spoke to the American measures at large, 
and reminded ministers of their uniform language of supre- 
macy, conquest, or unconditional submission ; their frequent 
predictions ; their boastings of our internal and naval 
strength, and great resources ; their assurances of not only 
the pacific but friendly dispositions of France and Spain, 
against which he brought, in a strong point of counter- 
view, our defeats, our loss of men, waste of treasure, and 
threatened war with France ; America independent, nation- 
al weakness, divided councils, sinking credit, ruined finan- 
ces, and exhausted nation, and, in case of a war with the 
house of Bourbon, a total inability either to make peace with 
the colonies, or defend ourselves against the attacks of our 
foreign enemies. The country gentlemen had been deceived 
and abused with promises of a revenue ; and they were now, 
when too late, ready to catch at any thing which might pro- 
mise peace ; but if he was not mistaken, th^ minister would 
disappoint them in this as in all his preceding promise^. He 
promised them a revenue, and conditional submission for- 
merly. By the presentbills he promised them peace; and by 
what he could judge from their texture, he would disappoint 
them in this, as he had done uniformly from the beginnin|f. 
Earl o{ Bristol said^, he could not permit those bills to pass 
without giving his dissent to them. He wished fpr peace 

with 
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with America; but these bills, so far from being likely to ob- 
tain it, would sound the trumpet of war to all the neighbour- 
ing nations. In short, the measure was impotent, ignomi- 
nious and ineffectual. 

Lord Townshend. My Lords, as the noble Earl has rose 
to give his dissent to the bills before you, I shall request your 
Lordships' attention for a short time, rather to justify my own 
consistency of conduct, than from any utility I can propose 
hy dividing the House upon them. Alas, my Lords, the 
calamity has already prevailed, and the humility and the 
degradation of the British empire has already reached those 
nations who have so long revered her reputation and power. 
It appears useless therefore for us to give a negative to the 
present bills; introduced by government, and passed b.y the 
other House, what can any of us propose afterwards ? Who 
but the House of Commons can support the war ? And 
therefore, my Lords, were I to dwell upon this melancholy 
and degraded subject, it would be more like making a fu- 
neral oration over a much^honoured parent, than assisting 
the desponding family. If I knew any measure, after what 
had passed, that I could wish to propose, I would join the 
noble Earl in rejecting these ignominious and, I fear, ineffec- 
tual bills ; but if nothing better can be offered, and our na- 
tional honour is lost, I own I would rather abide by these 
puny efforts to conciliation, than that an experiment should 
be made which could only gratify the purposes of party. And 
now, my Lords, allow me to say a few words upon the sub 
ject of ministers, who have been so frequently blamed for 
this war. It was certainly no war of their seeking ; it could 
be neither their wish to provoke it, nor interest to continue 
it. It was, as I have said before, a melancholy legacy left 
to them by their predecessors in office. What minister would 
have dared to abandon. the constitutional rights of this 
country ? They descended to them by the example of former 
times, by the statutes and council books, and by the opinion 
of the greatest lawyers : arid as much use has been, made of 
the names of Whig and Tory, give me leave on this occa- 
sion to say, by the firmest Whig lawyers that ever graced 
- this kingdom, from Lord Somers down to Lord Hardwicke : 
upon their decisions and authority, and not upon any pre- 
sumptuous opinion of my own, I conceived we had a right 
to tax the colonies. How we lost it, I will not enter upon; 
but I will venture to say, that the fluctuations of councils, 
the repealing in Parliament in one sessions what you had 
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enacted the preceding, and your own inconsistence, have 
contributed more to our present melancholy and disgraceful 
situation, than all the indiscretion of the ministers, or the 
disappointments of the war. With respect to the war, it is 
not a time to enter upon any discussions of it ; but I cannot 
help adverting to what was dropped by a noble Earl in the last 
debate, that if these bills should prove ineffectual, you might 
yet contract and improve the powers of this country, as in 
former times, when this nation made a great figure. I agree 
with the noble Earl, and I am of opinion, that, by this plan, 
pur situation is by no means so desperate as seems to be con- 
ceived, although I believe the present humiliating measures 
must have been derived from some circumstances of dire ne- 
cessity. I will not ask what this circumstance is, because I 
wish not to publish it to our enemies ; and upon this prin- 
ciple alone I have given my negative to every question of 
this tendency. But, my Lords, I must observe, that it is 
the first time I ever heard that a great state, or indeed any 
smal 1 one, suspended its efforts, or despaired of success, because 
it had lost a corps of about three or four thousand men, I will 
call it six thousand; or that, because it could not reduce a 
vast continent in one campaign, gave up the whole object of 
the war. Many have fedvanced, that American affairs were 
in a worse situation than ever. Let me call your Lordships' 
attention to that period when Sir William Howe was coop- 
ed up in Boston, and brought off his army on short allow- 
ance, and no one knew where the winds would carry them, 
to Halifax, to the West Indies, or perhaps to Ireland! You 
then gave up Qiaebec as lost, you trembled for Halifax. 
You now possess not only Canada, but Halifax, Rhode 
Island (an admirable post and place of arms.) You have 
gained New York and Long Island, and are in possession of 
Philadelphia, which is perhaps no more than a second Bos- 
ton, except its not being commanded by heights. Yet 
what country is to be reduced by operations in front? what 
enemy is to be brought to a decisive action he chooses to 
avoid, having an extent of country behind him, unless you 
can turn his flanks, or get between him and his magazines? 
I speak on known principles ; I arrogate not the character of 
a great officer ; I appeal to those who have had greater com- 
mands, and know the country better than myself. 

Let me ask you then, can you send twenty thousand men 
more to your general, or land them behind Mr. Washington 
{11 Virgiriia, between him and his magazines ? If nQt, let 
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your general there advise you how to change the plan of the 
war ; it is by no means a desperate task : you have still a 
resource ; I will not enter upon- it at present ; I believe the 
noble Earl who suggested it the other day is well informed 
upon this point, and I will drop it. I was likewise happy 
in hearing a noble Earl in high office say, we had still re* 
sources left. But, my Lords, die use 1 would wish to make 
of this subject is to engage your attention to a part of the 
British empire which has seldom offended you, never de- 
serted you, nay, always supported you ; to a nation whose 
utmost efforts in point of produce, inhabitants, and personal 
exertion, have been freely and generously devoted to the 
British empire: it remains, my Lords, with your justice 
and prudence, and that of the government, to consider and 
cherish, at an early hour, this great support of your declining 
empire : your Lordships must anticipate the country I al- 
lude to. 

My Lords, consider in God's name in time what you owe 
jto that gallant and impoverished country ; suffer not your 
humiliating proposals and offerings to be laid at the feet of 
the Congress, in whose front of battle, if I am not misin- 
formed, the poor Irish emigrants perform the hardest ser- 
vice i let us consider that country as a part of ourselves ; 
open the Irish channel to your best service; avail yourselves 
of her excellent ports ; cramp not their industry for purposes 
I will not mention ; shew you can cherish your affectionate, 
if you cannot reclaim your ungrateful, children, 

Lord Camden concurred in the sentiments of the noble 
Lord who spoke last, respecting Ireland. He said, Ireland 
deserved every possible encouragement. We were compelled 
to do it by every motive of interest; we were bound to it 
by duty, and ought to have been urged to it by gratitude. 
He hoped to see those narrow short-sighted prejudices, which 
prevailed in our public counsels respecting Ireland, at length 
give way to a more wise and liberal system of policy. Ire- 
land, when she experienced the advantages of a mild and 
wise government, would be impressed with additional rea- 
sons to strengthen that spirit of loyalty and obedience^ which 
had so characteristically distinguished her, under a dominion, 
he was free to say, far from being gracious or kind. If, 
therefore, the noble Viscount, or any other noble Lord, 
should think proper to move a committee to examine into 
the nature and extent of the hardships that country suffered, 
^ jie would most gladly give ever}'^ assistance in his power to 
• forward 
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forward an finquiry which must, in his opinion, teni so 
much, to the respective interests, the strength and riches of 
the two kingdoms. He said, he never heard one solid ob- 
jection to the taking off the restrictions on the trade of Ire- 
land. He knew, even in a partial, contracted view, they 
were of real disservice to this country ; but upon a more li- 
beral scale, they were actually pernicious. Leave the trade 
of Ireland open, that kingdom will increase in wealth and 
population. That wealth will ultimately be yours. Like 
the blood returning to the heart, the health and vigour of 
the dependent parts will add new vigour to the whole body. 
The riches of Ireland, after fructifying that country, will 
finally rest here ; and Ireland, in return, will profit by the 
opulence, as she will be protected by the power and great- 
ness of the parent state. 

His Lordship then .gave his sentiments on the bills. He 
said, in the solemn silence which had been obsei*ved by the 
authors of the present measures, so contrary to all their for- 
mer declarations, no reason had been assigned for so sudden a 
change of opinion, but necessity. What have ministers 
done ? They have founded their justification on necessity, 
without giving you the least intimation what the necessity is, 
in order that the House may be .enabled to judge whether 
it is well or ill founded. No, you must trust them in this 
as in every thing else ; they think there is a necessity, and 
that is sufficient. If you ask them what the necessity is, 
they are silent, or tell you they do not know. Is it the trea- 
ty entered into by the American delegates with France ? 
They know of no such treaty. Is it inability in point of 
men and money to prosecute the war ? Not at all : the re- 
sources of this country are great, says a noble Lord in high 
office [Earl of Suffolk,] and equal to the task of compelling 
the colonies to agree to reasonable terms of accommodation. 
Is it that our claims of supremacy and taxation were unjust? 
Not that neither. Ministers, though they have changed their 
measures, have not changed their principles. Is it the want 
of men ? No ; the spirit of the nation is high, the war is 
popular : it is the war undertaken purely to assert the supre- 
macy of Parliament and the rights of the People; it is a war 
of popular rights. What then'is it, in God's name? It is 
neither a want of men, money, justice, popularity, spirit, 
nor a fear of being involved in a war with France ; but it is 
necessity ; and who can dispute about its existence with the 
noble Lords, who, from their exalted official situations, 
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ought to know best, and have told you ? The declaratory 
bill, relative to the taxation of America, reserved the right, 
while it professed to give it up. The purport of it was rather, 
he said, to express the reluctance with which the claim of tax- 
ation was given up in part, than to shew fairly and openly 
that America should not be taxed in future. Why not re- 
nounce the right at once ? Ministers knew the inexpediency 
of exercising it ; they knew they dared not attempt it. 
Would it not, therefore, be more noble to give it up, expli- 
citly and directly ? The mode of meeting the wishes of 
America in this manner, afforded strong ground of suspicion 
to the people of that country. It bespoke a shyness, a dis- 
like to do justice, and agreed with those terms which the 
ministers themselves acknowledged had only originated in 
the most pressing necessity. Again, the same bill declares, 
that the troubles arose on account of misrepresentations rela- 
tive to the exercise of this right. Then, either we had the 
right, and are yet competent to exercise it, or we never had 
it, and grant by the bill what was never in our power to 
jgive. But the right of taxation is still more than implied; 
it is in fact asserted ; for it declares we will never lay any 
taxes upon America but to regulate their trade. Is not this 
an assertion of not only the right, but our intention to exer- 
cise that right? Oh, but the monies levied under this au- 
thority are to be applied to the uses of the respective colonies 
where such monies sliall be raised. To whom, my Lordis, 
is this extraordinary language held ? To people who know 
you act from motives of necessity,. and who are wise, saga- 
cious, and penetrating enough to descry, under this pretend- 
ed candour,' concession, and good will, the same principles 
directed towards the attainment of the same objects, though 
by a different mode. What does the next bill say ? (that 
for repealing the act for altering the charter of the province 
of Massachusett's Bay.) Precisely tlie same thing. Instead of 
condemning the act, and disavowing the principle on which 
it was framed, it talks of uneasinesses and misapprehensions. 
And what more does it contain ? Nothing, but a simple re- 
peal, on the same grounds of concealed necessity. Instead of 
ministers acknowledging themselves the aggressors, or that 
they proceeded upon misinformation ; instead of pledging 
themselves, under the sanction of Parliament, that the char- 
ters of the respective provinces shall be preserved inviolate, 
they tell the party aggrieved, that it was their own fault : 
jthey assert, by implication at least, that they were right, and 
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justify their present concession on the ground of necessity ; 
a circumstance which would serve to inflame, and not tend to 
heal the breach between the two countries. When ministers 
consented to repeal the charter act, (for he understood the 
proposition for a repeal did not originaf c with them,) why not 
declare at once, that this kingdom would never again meddle 
with a tittle of any of the American charters ? Why not, in 
the moment of remedying one grievance, give assurance to 
the colonies that they should never have cause for a second 
complaint of a similar nature ? 

His Lordship came next to the most material of his objec- 
tions against the bill for sending out commissioners. This, 
he said, meant nothing, or worse than nothing ; it seemed 
much better calculated to divide than conciliate. It empower- 
ed to do, what? to treat with America, and then return to 
Europe to consult Parliament. This wears a very suspicious 
appearance. Why not, instead 6f arming commissionen 
with powers, not to be regulated, nor of course properly 
exercised— why not repeal the obnoxious acts at once ? Such 
a conduct would shew that you were in'eamest. The com- 
missioners are charged and restricted by the bill, to take care 
of the rights of the crown, and the liberties of the subject ; 
the most vague, indefinite words imaginable. What are 
those rights ? And what are the privileges alluded to ? How 
can men act under such powers r And if they should act un- 
der them, what possible security is there that either the 
Crown or Parliament will consent to abide by them ? No ; 
blundering as minisf^rs are, ignorant as they have proved 
themselves, they seem to have taken care, by the terms of 
this bill, to disavow its ostensive purposes, whenever they 
shall get rid of this necessity, which they seem so desirous to 
conceal. His Lordship asked, why administration could not 
at the outset have proposed the repeal of the obnoxious acts 
altogether, previous to the sending out the commissioners ? 
They could not be ignorant, that if America consented ta 
treat at all, she would make that the sine qua non of every species 
of treaty. The truth is, they want to rest on their arm*, 
and to draw breath ; to keep their places in the mean time, 
and wait for some favourable event, either by dividing Ame- 
rica, or, when they have got clear of this accursed necessity, 
return to their old principles, which they have been honest 
enough to give but nominally up. As a matter of constitu- 
tional import, distinct from the. bill, his Lordship reprobated 
in the strongest terms the suspending power vested in the 
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cominlssioners. It was a clause of dangerous precedent ; and 
said, if he let it pass without a particular oppasition on the 
present occasion, he wished to be understood that it was not 
without a high degree of disapprobation ; and hereafter, if a 
similar measure should be repeated, he should most certainly 
give it a separate and distinct opposition. He added, that if 
the necessity which the ministry assigned as a cause for their 
at this moment adopting a measure repeatedly suggested by 
opposition^ and which a little time since might have been put 
in practice with a moral certainty of success, and with a 
colour of more honour than at present, if that necessity arose 
from a knowledge of a treaty, offensive and defensive, having 
been agitated, or signed, between France and America, which 
had been mentioned, it was the duty of ministers explicitly 
to tell their Lordships how that matter stood. The King's 
servants could not be ignorant of the truth of the business. 
It had come out in the Lower House of Parliament three 
weeks since ; there had been time, and time enough, for them 
to have ascertained the fact; nay, report said, that they not 
only knew it, but that they had sent emissaries to tamper 
with Doctor Franklin and Mr, Deane, the Congress's depu- 
ties to the court of France, to whom they had offered the 
terms which these bills on the table went to authorize, and 
the terms had been rejected with contempt. Report, indeed, 
went further ; report said, that they had even applied to the 
Congress in America; that they had statad every proposition 
they meant to offer, and that they had been rejected. If the 
facts were so, his Lordship said, nothing could excuse, no- 
thing could paUiate the presumption and the wickedness of 
holding out such a trick— such a deception to the nation, as 
the present recanting scheme manifested in the bills upon the 
table, which, if not successful, must add to our difficulties, 
and increase our dishonour. In order more fully to shew the 
folly of sending out terms which were likely to be refused, 
his Lordship desired the ministers to advert to the inevitable 
consequences of a nugatory treaty-— a war with France and 
Spain ; and to consider, whether a country so fatigued with 
a contest, with one foe, as to be forced to acknowledge an in- 
dispensible necessity of making unlimited concessions, in or- 
der to procure peace, was capable of fighting three enemies 
at once ; to maintain her quarrel with America, and at the 
same time to give battle to her two seconds, France and 
Spain, who came fresh into the. field. 

His 
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His Lordship, before he concluded, said, that America 
would never treat with the present ministry, and that while 
they remained in office, it was idle for the people of this 
country either to expect peace, happiness, or honour. 

Lord Lyttleton defended administration on the ground of 
necessity, and said, the exigencies of affairs made it neces- 
sary for them to alter their measures ; that the present bills 
were not acts of inconsistency, but a desire to do thajt at a 
less expence of blood and treasure, which they, in all proba* 
bility, may command in two years time. He said, the pre- 
sent necessity of giving up the exercise of the right of taxa- 
tion-j in which he thought the supremacy of this nation in- 
volved, did not arise from the faults of administration, but 
must be in the execution of their plans. He blamed the in- 
activity of General Gage at Boston, and the backwardness of 
General Howe, who appeared to have acted with an ill-timed 
prudence, when every things depended upon an expeditious 
exertion of our force. 

Duke of Grafton said, he rose to rescue his ministry- firom 
the general censure which had been thrown out by Lord 
Townshend upon preceding administrations, under which 
the seeds of this rebellion were said to have been sown. He 
'defied any Lord in the House to point out a word respecting 
the discontents in America, in any speech delivered to Par- 
liament by his Majesty, whilst he was in office. He did not, 
however, assert, that the colonies were perfectly contented 
at that period ; they had begun to exhibit some marks of 
discontent. He might compare America, at that time, to 
a generous steed, who had become a little restive, but might, 
by the experienced manege of a good horseman, be easily 
brought to a gentle obedience; but when whipped, spurred, 
and harassed by a giddy wanton rider, became insolent of 
controul, and disdained the reins. 

He then turned to the intended commissioners, and said 
he understood that the two commanders in chief by sea and 
land were to be in the commission. This he thought highly 
imprudent, as though they might be excellent commanders, 
yet not, like the great Marlborough, unite the powers of ne- 
gotiation with the talents of war. He did not mean any 
personal application to the present chiefs, for, according to 
the confused arrangements of the cabinet at present, neither 
he nor the minister himself could possibly say who should 
have the command of our army or navy when the commission 
should be opened in America. He then alluded to the re- 
port 
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port of the appointment of Lord Carlisle to be one of the 
commissioners ; and though he gave him credit for abilities 
and many amiable qualities, professed that he thought his 
Lordship capable of almost every trust that his Majesty could 
repose in him, except the present ; for there were certain 
prejudices in the people of America against, certain- peculia- 
rities of his Lordship. 

Earl Gower defended the abilities of his noble relation, 
{[Lord Carlisle,] and doubted not he v/ould execute any trust 
of negotiation with honour to himself, and satisfaction to 
their Lordships. 

Dr. Perteus [Bishop of Chester] spoke in defence of the 
bi^ls, and among other things said, some think they offer too 
much; others Say, they offer too little; therefore I think 
that they contain just enough. [This gave occasion to the 
Duke of Richmond to retort, that the right reverend Prelate 
had found out a new mode of reasoning, viz. that that must 
be right which pleased nobody.] 

Duke of Gordon said, he would assent to the bills, not that 
he liked them in all parts, but as the only pacific terms of- 
fered. This, he said, he did entirely from himself, with- 
out the influence of any minister ; and though he held his 
scat there as one of the sixteen peers, he would relinquish 
that seat before he would be dictated to by any administra- 
tion whatever. 

Duke of Richmond complimented the Duke of Gordon on 

. his manly spirit, and pledged himself to join him and others 

in going into an examination of ministerial power over the 

freedom of the election of Peers in Scotland, an instance of 

which he gave in the case of the Earl of Stair. 

His Grace then said, he wished the commissioners to be, 
sent out may be, as they ought to be, men of great political 
knowledge, great weight, great moderation, and high cha- 
racters ; the nature of the embassy demanded such men, who 
had good sense to yield little forms, and take proper advan- 
tage of all occasions : but, says his Grace, the persons I 
hear are to be sent out, are, I fear, inadequate to this task ; 
one being a noble Lord, young and unexperienced in those 
matters ; another a clerk in office ; another belonging to one 
of the public boards, besides the commander and admiral in 
chief. Now, says his Grace, I have lately been acquainted, 
that one of the governors in America making exceptions to 
some of the Congress sitting in council with woollen caps, on, 
thiey were highly offended, and persevered in doing so. How 

inadequate, 
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inadequate, therefore, must this embassy be, where a noble 
Lord, bred up in all the softness and poHsh that European 
manners make fashionable to rank---I say, how inadequate 
must such a meeting be amongst men in woollen night-caps! 

His Grace concluded by saying, if administration meant 

to succeed in these bills, and not trifle with the nation, they 

should have dealt with more candour and sincerity, and let 

' both have appeared in the choice of men, and the powers 

entrusted to them. 

The question was put, carried without a division, and the 
bills passed. 

Dissentient, 

Because the terms now offered by the above bills to Ame- 
rica, whilst sufficient to shew the very humiliating state to 
which the dignity and boasted supremacy of Parliament are 
reduced, are insufficient to the great end of conciliation pro- 
posed by them ; and for the following reasons : 

First, Because (as to the first bill) a declaration not to im- 
pose taxation on America, is, in the very suspension of the 
exercise, a confirmation of the right ; for, without the right, 
the declaration is void ; whereas America denies the right, 
and, upon that ground, resists the exercise. If the right then 
be reserved, the object of resistance remains ; and, so remain- 
ing, may be exercised whenever any future Quixote ministry, 
in example of their predecessors, shall be led to convert hi- 
story into romance. But it is objected, "that a right cannot 
be surrendered;" so neither, if it be a constitutional right, can 
the exercise of it be dispensed with : for what repels the for- 
mer must equally counteract the latter. But this is no con- 
stitutional right : on the contrary, the constitution reprobates 
and disavows it. For taxation and representation are consti- 
tutionally inseparable, and America is not represented ; of 
course America cannot be taxed. —-Whilst America therefore 
will not accept that by courtesy of Parliament, which she 
holds in right of the constitution, and for the good reason, 
that an act of Parliament is revocable, and the constitution 
irrevocable ; it follows, that a renunciation of the right, and 
not the mere suspension of the exercise, was the proper object 
of this bill. 

Secondly, Because (as to the second bill) the appointment 
of co$nmissioners to treat with any person or persons, other 
than the Congress, is so glaring a manifestation of the inten- 
tion of such treaty, as must necessarily occasion a circum- 
spection 
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spection in the Congress that may not be much to the ease 
of the commissioners themselves. 

Thirdly, Because^ although the commissioners and the 
Congress be agreed', such agreement is of no* effect till con- 
firmed by Parliament; which is giving such advantage to 
Parliament, by knowing what Congress will do, and is of 
such disadvantage to Congress, by not knowing what Parlia- 
ment will confirm, that the very inequality of the conditions 
will put a stop to accommodation. 

Fourthly, Because, as the withdrawing of the troops 
would be the saving of the army, {not to mention the policy 
of the measure upon other grounds,) so the ceasing of hostili- 
ties there, will, by fatal experience, prove to be the loss of 
it. The remains of General Burgoyne's army are now con- 
stituting a part of the great yeomanry of America. 

Fifthly, Because the prohibitory aft is to be suspended 
under exceptions and restrictions, which exceptions and re- 
stri<:tions (and whilst Great Britain is under neither) intend- 
ing restraint upon the supplies of America, are neither libe- 
ral in proposal, nor probable in acceptance. 

Sixthly, Because, among the many things to be done, the 
one thing needful is to be left undone. The Quebec act is 
to remain without suspension. The power given to the com- 
missioners is, to suspend the operation and effect of any act 
or acts of parliament which have passed since the lOth day 
of February 1763, and which relate to any of his Majesty s 
said colonies, provinces, or plantations in North America ; 
but Canada is not one of the said colonies, provinces, and 
plantations referred to in the bill, and therefore the commis- 
sioners have no power to suspend the operation and effect of 
any act or acts of parliament that relate to Canada. This 
then will createa stumbling-block, insurmountable at the very 
threshold of negotiation. For, besides the establishment of 
despotism and popery in Canada, unto which America will 
never sit quiet, this horrid and unconstitutional act, by ex- 
tending the boundaries of its province, has invaded the pro- 
perty, and remo^fed the land-marks of its neighbouring co- 
lonies ; a violation that justice should redress, if America 
were even silent thereupon. 

Seventhly, Because power is given to the commissioners to 
grant pardons to people who not only, they say, have been 
guilty of no offences, but the very biUs themselves say the 
«ame thing for them ; for, besides acceding to the claims of 
America, the Americans are styled his Majesty's faithful sub- 

VoL. IX. X jects ; 
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jects ; and to pardon faithful subjects is an act of superero- 
gation, if not of absurdity. 

Eigbtly, Because, the appointment of governors being now 
in the hands of the Congress, an attempt to supersede that 
power, before it be known whether the terms offered be ac- 
cepted, looks more Hke having an eye to that Machiavelin 
maxim of * divide ^ impera^^ than to the more solid benefits 
of a general union. 

Lastly, Because concession now, like a death-bed repen- 
tance, comes at the last hour : and being, as avowedly, the 
effect of necessity, and not of principle, we are left under all* 
the fears and apprehensions of dissolutic^n ; and without the 
hope of salvation, but in the magnanimity of America : a 
magnanimity, however, which we have already experienced, 
and which, (by, insisting on the justice of removing from his 
Majesty's councils those evil ministers who have_trodden on 
the liberties^ and, with savage cruelty, spilled the blood of 
America, and by placing in their room the friends of huma- 
nity and of the constitution,) may restore us to that health 
and strength, and again to that peace and empire, which was 
once the boast of this country^ and the terror of the world 
beside. • - 

Abingdon. 
March 10 and U. 

No debates. 

March \%. 

In committee on the state of the nation. . 

Earl of Effingham opened the nature of the business he meant 
that day to agitate, viz, to shew that there had been a most 
scandalous wantof oeconomy in one department of the manage- 
ment of the public finances. The whole of the sum expended 
under the head which he was about to consider, the Earl stated 
to be only six hundred thousand pounds, which, as their Lord* 
ships had been of late used to talk of millions as trifles, would 
probably to some of them appear to be so very a trifle, as 
scarcely to be worth their notice. He begged leave, how* 
ever, to remark, that if a large pait of so stoiall a sum as six 
hundred thousand pounds was disposed of extravagantly, as 
he doubted not he should make appear, before he finished^ 
he was fully justified in argument, and if not otherwise satis- 
factorily cleared up, to conclude in fact, that the waste of the 
public money, upon the gross sum expended, must be enor* 
mous ; and therefore every point which served to elucidate a 
matter of so much importance, was well deserving their Lord- 
ships 
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ihips attention. The Earl proceeded to observe that, during 
the present fatal war, the treasury, contrary to precedent, had 
assumed to itself a power, which he had ever understood to 
belong to the navy board ; the power of taking up ships for 
the transport service. As there appeared from the papers on 
the table, to be a considerable difference in the amount of 
the sums expended by the navy board, and by the treasury, 
wpon this kind of service, he meant to call witnesses to prove 
the custom of taking up ships for transports by the navy- 
office, and the price that office paid for freight ; others to 
prove^ that the treasury had, in the years 177,5, ^776, and 
1777, also taken up ships; and others to shew the price of the 
freight paid by the treasury, with such other matters as went 
to ascertain the accounts on the table ; by which means theit 
Lordships would be enabled to judge which method was the 
most ceconomical and the best for the public, and conse- 
quently to detergiine which method ought to be pursued in 
fiiture. 

Here his Lordship took an opportunity to complain of 
the very slovenly manner the accounts were drawn up in ; 
whether through negligence or design he would not directly 
pretend to determine ; though, he believed, he might be 
well justified in saying, that they bore the strongest appear- 
ance of being rendered loose, inaccurate, intricate, or con- 
fused, in order to defeat the ends of the inquiry, which was 
to procure certain premises, whence conclusions might be 
unquestionably drawn and acknowledged to the satisfaction 
of every sid6of the House. This was .evident throughout 
the whole ; and had indeed been so successfully effected, that 
it would baffle the industry of almost any man, at least,' ht 
said, one of his size of abilities, within, the time limited, to 
arrange, connect, and fully digest the papers from the state 
they appeared in when laid on the table. He would men- 
tion a single instance which would serve to satisfy their Lord- 
ships of the justice of the general charge, of the grossest 
negligence, or the most wilful contempt of the orders of 
that House ; which was> that the clerks so for forgot their 
duty, or purposely With-held the performance of it, that 
tliey omitted to cast up a single account, or state a single to- 
tal. This omission he was under the necessity of supplying, 
by getting a person [a Mr. Heard,] who would be called to 
authenticate the totals, to cast them up, in order, as he ob- 
served before, to found his resolutions on certain premises, 
from which to remove every possible ground of objection, he 

.X 2 would 
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would beg leave to have the person so employed prove the 
specific totals at the bar. Having then stated to the House 
the tendency of the questions he meant to propose, he moved, 
that Sir Richard Temple (a commissioner of the navy) be 
called in. 

Sir Richard underwent a long examination. In the course 
of his evidence Sir Richard Temple proved that it was cus- 
tomary for the navy board, when ships were wanted for the 
public service, to advertise in the newspapers for so many 
tons of shipping as were necessary. That the contract was 
always made with the person who sent in the cheapest terms. 
That when it was made^ an officer of one of the public 
dock-yards, either the master attendant, the clerk of the 
survey, the store-keeper, or some other officer surveyed the 
ships, measured them, and reported whether they were such 
as were described in the contract. That the navy board had 
paid 10s. a ton for freight in the beginning of the war, but 
that in April 1776, they took up twenty-five ships, for the 
purpose of carrying the cavalry to America, for which they 
paid 12s. 6d. per ton freight. That those ships were of a 
particular make and dimension. That the navy board could 
at that time get no ships fit for the horses at a smaller price; 
but, that they had not since paid any more than Us. per ton 
freight. That either about the end of 1777, or the begin- 
ning of 1778, the treasury had applied to the navy board, 
to know if they would undertake to provide for the transport 
service. That the board declined it, because they not only 
did not think it any part of their business, but because they 
had already more to do than they could well execute. That 
if they had undertaken it, it would have been impossible for 
the officer they employed to survey ships, to have done the 
whole duty. 

Upon his cross examination, Sir Richard said, that he had 
heard, that in the reign of Queen Anne, a special commis- 
sion was issued, appointing commissioners to execute the 
business of taking up transports during the war, at the end of 
which the commission ceased, and the power reverted to the 
navy board. That it might be about four months since that 
application was made from the treasury, to know if the navy 
board would undertake the service, which they declined. 
That the ships taken up for the purpose of exporting hor- 
ses, were necessarily difierent from those used for other 
purposes, 

Mr. 
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. Mr. Brummell (private secretary to Lord North) was next 
called, but as he declared, that He knew nothing relative 
either to the number, size, or expence of the transports taken 
up by the treasury, as he was engaged in a very different 
department, he was ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. Atkinson was then examined, and in a ver^- long 
speech, gave an account of his connection with the treasury 
as far as regarded the transport service. 

He began by declaring, that at one time, when the 
stores were to be conveyed to Boston, he contracted with 
government to send them there, but that he had since acted 
merely as an agent for the treasury, procuring them ships for 
the transport service, and receiving commission money in the 
same manner as was customary when the same business was 
done for private merchants. He went on to inform their 
Lordships, that his house had long had a connection with most 
of the ship owners in the kingdom ; that whenever govern- 
ment applied to them for ships, the mode used by him and 
his partner to obtain them, was, to write down to their cor- 
respondents ini the several sea-ports, and when they had 
found such ships as were likely to answer the purpose of the 
treasury, to have tliem measured and surveyed by a person 
they employed for that purpose; then to enter into a char- 
ter-party with the owners, of the same nature with the char- 
ter-parties drawn up by the navy board ; that the mode of 
payment was to pay the owners two months in advance as 
soon as the ships were taken up, and two months more at the 
, end of four months. That for some time he had only paid, 
and been repaid, at the rate of Us. pertoh friright, but that 
government wanting several ships in January and February 
1777, he was under the necessity, in order to procure ships, 
to promise such owners as refused to contract, from a hope 
that the price of freight would be advanced, that if they would 
enter into a charter-party at lis. they should be advanced 
as soon as the navy board advanced in the price they paid 
for transports; that when the price for the twenty -five ships 
to carry the horses was raised to 12s. 6d. perion, the owners 
insisted on his paying the same; that he contended, the 
twenty -five ship^ were for a particular purpose, and were not 
to be regarded as an Example ; that the owners, nevertheless, 
insisted on their bargains, and even threatened him with 
law suits, unless he paid them the advanced pcice ; that as 
the iservice pressed exceedingly, he was under the necessity of 
complying ; that at the desire of the treasury, he had since 

iX 3 wrote 
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wrote circular letters to the ship owners, endeavouring to 
get ships at a smaller price of tonnage ; that he laid the an- 
swers he received before the Lords of the treasury ; that it 
appeared from their answers to be the resolution of the majo- 
rity of the ship holders, not to contract for less than 12s. 6i. 
per ton; that if the treasury had not continued to pay that 
price, the public service could not have been executed; that 
so many transports had been wanted, he had even been obliged 
to send to every ship-builder in the kingdom, and contract 
for such as were nearly finished and f;t for the service 3 that 
he had also sent over to Holland and bought ships there ; that 
although he paid ready money, in a manner, for the freight 
and the navy board paid in navy-bills, which at certain times 
bore a considerable discount, that the ship owners preferred a 
contract with the board, alledging, that when in their service 
they lay a considerable time in port, and were not wearing 
out their sails, tackle, and ships, so much as they were when 
employed by the treasury, in continual voyages to and from 
America : that he had argued with the ship owners in order 
to persuade them to take less freight, and at last got them to 
accept of 13s, per ton. That they said they did not get ■ 
much more by the treasury at 12s. than they formerly had 
got at 1 is. for that'Seamens' wages were raised 1 4s. /?^r month, 
and as they must necessarily have seven men to every 100 
tons, they consequently only received 2s. for each ship more 
for the freight than the addition of the seamens' ivages 
amounted to, and then it was to be considered, that provisions 
were increased in price. 

Upon the Duke of Richmond's asking him what he re* 
ceived for commission, he said he used to receive twd and an 
half per cent, which was the standard price for such business 
among the private merchants; but that sometime since (last 
July) the Lords of the treasury sent for him, and after ar- 
guing upon the great number of ships taken up, desired to 
know, whether he could not do the business for less ; that he 
said, he would leave the matter entirely to their Lordships, 
and that they had since paid him only one and an half ^^r 
cent, commission. 

He was asked by Lord Shelburne, whether he did not 
think the Lords of the treasury had not been too hard upon 
him? he said, if he was to answer that question to their 
Lordships, he must say he seriously did, [This reply set the 
House a laughing; heartily.] 

In 
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In reply to another question from the Duke of Richmond, 
he informed the House, that the mode of his settlement with 
the treasury was, for him, once a month, to take to the 
board an account of all his contracts as they, then stood, with 
the charter-parties and certificates of such ships as had ful- 
filled their contracts, and to receive what was due to him up- 
on the whole. Thus, he had on Tuesday been paid all that 
was and would be due for the month of 'March. 

Mr. Heard was next called. 

Mr. Heard proved the totals of the accounts upon the table, 
, to which the resolutions intended to be moved by the Earl of 
Effingham referred, were exact. 

As soon as Mr. Heard's examination was ended. Earl of 
Effingham rose, and after paying Mr. Atkinson an ironical 
compliment, by declaring that his speech was the ablest de- 
fence of the treasury that he had ever heard, descanted for • 
some time on the evidence that had been given by the seve- 
ral witnesses. He then drew a comparison between the 
. amount of the money expended by the navy board, and the 
amount of the money expended by the treasury, stating each 
as referring to two distinct points-— the contingencies and the 
price of freight. In regard to the first (which the Earl said 
he could not state to a certainty, because they did not ap- 
pear by the papers before the House, but he had taken the 
article by an average not very likely to prove fallacious; and 
from that average) , it appeared that the contingencies of the 
account from the treasury for the transport service exceeded 
the contingencies of the account from the navy board for the 
same service in the gross sum of one hundred and thirty odd 
thousand pounds ; the amount of the latter being no more 
than thirty-three thousand pounds, and the amount of the 
former swelling to the enormous sum of one hundred and 
sixty-three thousand pounds. In regard to the article of 
freight, though the excess paid by the treasury per ton had 
been no more than is. 6d. the Earl shewed that the difference 
was forty-five thousand pounds, which, added to the excess 
in the contingencies, made the whohe difference amount to 
one hundred and seventy. eight thousand pound's. Supposing, 
however, that he should make an allowance for some parti- 
cular articles, over-charged, wrong charged, or omitted in 
cither or both services ; and on that supposition strike off 
28,000l. of the excess of expenditure, I50,000l. would still 
remain, which was in fact a waste of the public treasure to 

X4 the 
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the amount of twenty-five per cent,\X\t total being, as he ob- 
served before, but 600,0001. When this was attentively 
considered, it must produce very melancholy reflections in 
the breast of every man who had the interest of his coun- 
try at heart. 

These premises fully authorized him to brand this transac- 
tion with its true name, a job; and that of the most shame- 
ful and disgraceful nature. It carried about it all its proper 
marks ; it was a most beneficial contract, made in the dark, 
with a favourite contractor. Why not advertise as the navy 
board had done-^ Why not try particularly when they found 
that the navy board had lowered the freight ? The navy 
board, said one of the evidences at the bar [AtkinsonJ, was 
the first occasion of raising the price ; why not copy them 
throughout, and lower as well as increase the freight in imi- 
tation of them, as they did so early as the month of June 
1776, and down to the latest accounts on the table. The 
witness has said in answer to this, that the navy board took 
up but two ships in the month of June, and eight in the 
ensuing December ; therefore that .the decreased demand 
from that board caused the freight to be lowered. He was 
ready to meet the objection, taking the argument either way. 
If the smallness of the demand could enable the navy board 
to contract lower, the same cause should surely have produced 
^ similar effect on the treasury contract. If, on the other 
hand, the demand for transports continued equally pressing 
at the treasury, it aiforded the best possible opportunity ima- 
ginable to transpose part of the business to the navy board, 
who had their hands quite empty ; the latter not having 
taken up but ten transports in full six months. This could 
be effected without an increase of officers, which was the 
only shadow of an objection he heard urged, and the founda- 
tion of almost every thing that had been offered by the very 
plausible gentleman at the bar [Atkinson]. The rest of what 
that gentleman said having gone only to an extenuation of 
the conduct of himself- and his employers ; hot to justify it 
in any other manner than the ground of necessity, which 
remained yet to be proved ; for he never could be persuaded, 
that either the necessity of the treasury contracts for a high 
price, or the necessity of the treasuiy board being obliged 
to take that business upon themselves, had been even plausi- 
bly, much less clearly made out. 

His 
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His Lordship said, the present inquiry formed but a small 
part of what he deemed necessary, namely an inspection and 
examination of the public accounts in general. By what ap- . 
peared from the papers on the table, and which had been fur- 
ther explained and elucidated by the evidence at the bar, he 
said there was good ground for suspicion, if not proof of ac- 
tual corruption. At all events there was sufficient evidence 
to support, in the fullest manner, the resolutions which he 
proposed to submit to their Lordships consideration ; and of 
course to rouze their Lordships attention to an inquiry into 
the expenditure of the public money, particularly at this 
time, at the eve of a war with France, when public frugality 
was-become so peculiarly an act of sound policy, nay of the 
utmost necessity, when we considered the powerful foes we 
were about to contend with. 

His Lordship concluded with informing the House, that he 
had several resohitions grounded on the information on the 
uble to propose. The first resolution, and that on which the 
question was put, was, " That there was taken up by the 
navy board, from Michaelmas 1775 to Michaelmas i777j 
435 vessels, carrying 131,000 tons. 

Earl of Sandwich said he got up to oppose the resolution ; 
he said he did not doubt of its veracity, but he was very sure, 
from the nature of the service, (it being quite a new case to 
victual an army so far from home,) every possible line of eco- 
nomy was adopted that could be by the treasury ; and one 
5)roof of that amongst many others was, the treasury lately 
knocking off the odd sixpence, because the navy gave no 
more than 12s. per ton. The price of freight was raised; the 
service was a pressing service and could not be trifled with ; 
that the troops must be fed ; for who would have Englishmen 
and friendly foreigners to starve in an hostile land ? that the 
necessity of sending them provisions at any rate was such, 
that if the freight had been double it must have been paid ; 
, that he had seen several letters from* Gen. Howe, praying 
that a supply of provisions should be expedited ; that so far 
from censuring the treasury, in his opinion, they deserved 
the thanks of their country for the zeal and alacrity they had 
shewn in this very business. His Lordship concluded with 
moving for the chairman to leave the chair. 

Earl of Suffolk said he must now, as he had done before, 
declare his objection to any resolutions upon matters of fact. 
The evidence had proved that transports could not be pro- 
cured cheaper. The necessiiy of the service called for dis- 
patch. 
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patch. Sir William Howe had frequently pressed admini- 
stration on that head. 

Earl of Shelburne said, that Sir Richard Temple answered 
reluctantly ; that Mr. Brummel, private secretary to the noble. 
Lord at the head of the treasury, affected to know nothing; 
and Mr. Atkinson had, with great plausibility, assigned every 
reason he believed for the contract being entered into but the 
true one ; and had given and taken great credit to himself 
and his employers, for his abating one per cent, of his com- 
mission ; but when did that happen? at the time that a very 
critical scrutiny was making into the scandalous rum con- 
tract, which had been condemned as a job, by the very able 
and respectable merchants to whom this shameful transaction 
was referred. 

The question was put for the chairman to leave the chair. 
Contents 39^ Non-Contents 18. 

Earl oi Effingham moved that the employing private persons 
in the hiring and equipping vessels in the manner taken up by 
the navy board, has been a loss to the public to a very great 
amount. House divided, Contents 17, Non-Contents 35. 
March 13. 

Private business. Adjourned to the l6th. 
March 1(5. 

Private business. 

March 17, 

Lord PFeymouth delivered a message from the King [same 
as was this day delivered to the House of Commons, see the 
Commons debates of this day J respecting the treaty concluded 
between France and America, and a copy of the French am- 
bassador's notification of the same. 

As soon as the Chancellor had read the message and noti- 
fication. 

Lord JVeymouth moved, ^' That an humble address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty to return his Majesty the humble thanks 
of this House, for the communication of the paper presented 
to the Lord Viscount Weymouth, by the order of the French 
King ; and for acquainting this House, that in consequence 
of the offensive declaration, his Majesty thought proper to 
order his ambassador to withdraw from the Court of France. 

" To assure his Majesty, that it is with the utmost difficul- 
ty this House can restrain the strongest expressions of the re- 
sentment and indignation which they feel for this unjust and 
unprovoked aggression on the honour of his Majesty's crown, 
and the essential interests of his kingdoms, contrary to the law 

of 
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of nations, and injurious to the rights and possessions of every 
sovereign power in Europe. 

** That the good faith and uprightness of his Majesty's 
conduct towards foreign powers, and the sincerity of his in- 
tentions to preserve the general tranquillity, must be acknow- 
ledged by all the world, and his Majesty cannot be considered 
as responsible for the disturbance, of this tranquillity, if his 
Majesty should find himself called upon to resist the enterpri- 
zes of that restless and dangerous spirit of» ambition and ag- 
grandizement, which has so often' invaded the rights and 
threatened the liberties of Europe. 

That we should be wanting in our duty to his Majesty 
and ourselves, if we did not give his Majesty the strongest as- 
surances of our most zealous assistance and support. Every 
sentiment of loyalty to his Majesty, and of our love to our 
country, will animate this House to stand forth in the public 
defence, and to promote every measure that shall be found 
necessary for enabling his Majesty to vindicate the honour of 
his crown, and to protect the just rights and essential interests 
of these kingdoms." 

The Duke of Manchester said, however great th^ provoca- • 
tion given by France might be, he was totally against their 
Lordships agreeing with the address, if the approaching war 
was to be conducted by the same men who were the authors 
of all our present calamities. Men, in whose hands nothing 
could succeed ; and in whom it would be madness to confide. 
He reminded their Lordships of the frequent warnings and 
admonitions Ministers had received from that side of the 
House, in which almost every progressive step towards nation- 
al ruin had been exactly foretold, even to the very important 
business of this day . They were informed of this very treaty. 
They declared their ignorance of it. He had him.self, from 
time to time, as an act of duty, communicated whatever came 
to his knowledge respecting the disposition of the court of 
France, He was satisfied of the truth of the matters contained 
in those communications; but he had no right to expect that 
their Lordships would give credit to private information, in 
preference to the assurances of ministers whose special duty it 
was to be acquainted with, and make known to that House, 
the views, motives, and disposition of our natural enemies. 
Indeed, there were some leading facts which spoke strongly in 
favour of what he had suggested to their Lordships, such as 
the residence of Messrs. Franklin and Deane at Paris ; the 
open commerce carried on between France and the Colonies ; 
th^ protection given to their privateers and merchant-vessels ; 

the 
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the contract between the Congress delegates and the French 
farmers general, for certain quantities of tobacco, the growth 
of the North American colonies, to be delivered in France 
at a stipulated price, &c. Tliose, hi-s Grace rcmarl^ed, were 
circumstances sufficient, in his opinion, to open the eyes of 
tlie most obstinate and incredulous ; but, in spite of all this, 
ministers got majorities to support tliem against the strongest 
convictions of probability and common sense. 

If we are to meet our enemies, the spirit of the nation must 
be as well wisely directed as called forth. The situation of 
this country was perilous to the last degree; but, under the 
conduct of such an administration, ruin was inevitable. The 
inquiry into the state of the Nation proved their total incapa- 
city for holding the reins of government. Destitute of a mi- 
litary force for the home defence, of our only true national 
bulwark, a respectable navy, they laid us at the mercy of oiir 
enemies; they wasted our blood and treasure to no purpose; 
and, what was worse, they rendered us defenceless. They 
brought us to the melancholy dilemma of not being in a state 
to make peace, or prosecute a war. Are we prepared for a 
war ? No noble Lord will, I presume, say we are. Can we 
preserve peace ? He feared it was impossible. 

His Grace then moved that, after the word support, there 
be inserted, wlienCvcr his Majesty sliall, from the regard 
of the honour of Ins crown, and the safety of liis people, re- 
move from his councils those persons, under whose admini- 
stration no plan, civil or military, has been successful; and 
the Colonies, so valuable a part of the empire, have been lost 
to the nation, and diiven into connections with the court of 
France, and whose loii.2;er continuance in power, we are bound 
to represent to his M.'jesty, may highly endanger the safety 
of his crowti, and the remaining parts of his dominions." 

Lord ireyinoiitJ?. The amendment was in the first place 
conditional ; in the second, it contained an accusation against 
ministers. — He said, it was the first time he ever heard an 
address from any House of Parliament, approving of a mes- 
sage or speech from the throne, clogged with a condition 
which implied, that what was right in itself ought not to be 
j>ursued, unless something else were granted. For his part, 
if the address niet the seniiTnents of the H(yiise, he thought it 
jhould receive its sannion cnriiely on its own intrinsic me- 
rits, and not while their Lordships were acceding to an act 
of duty, accompany that act, with certain compulsory con- 
ditions. Such a conduct had both an ungenerous and unjust 
appearance. Lord 
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Lord Dudley said, he had voted for all the measures of mi- 
ijisters, relative to the affairs of America, and could justify 

his conduct to his own conscience. The war was in its 

principles just, and was founded in good policy. The mea- 
sures, though they failed, were w;sely planned, and must 
have succeeded, if they had been properly executed. 

Earl of Effingham begged to know if there were any proofs 
wanting to shew the total incapacity of ministers. Every . 
measure they planned contained the fullest evidence of their 
insufficiency. He would not undertake to say who were the 
proper persons to succeed them. One rule, however, for chu- 
sing ministers, he must adopt, which was, that they would 
be such nien as were most likely to disclaim all subserviency, 
dependence and obedience to an invisible power. This invi- 
sible power was the great grievance to.be provided against. 
This unconstitutional subserviency was the grand root of all 
the evils which have poured in upon us, since the commence- 
ment of the present reign. Whoever resisted this secret, con- 
cealed impulse, however able, was proscribed ; wlioever paid 
the desired obedience to it, however weak, ignorant, or inca- 
pable, was patronized and supported. To drag this secret 
undermining power into the face of day, ought to be the 
first great object. As long as, that power was able to influ- 
ence, and shift the responsibility annexed to the direc^on of 
the national councils, a change of men would avail nothing ; 
the same influence would continue to produce similar measures. 
To destroy that influence, it would be first necessary to iden- 
tify and detect it. This could never be the case, while the 
distinctions of an ostensive sLndefficient cabinet were preserved. 
He had heard a great deal of an efficient cabinet at the com- 
mencement of the present war- He had heard a noble and 
learned Lord [Lord MansheldJ acknowledge that he was once 
a member of that efficient cabinet, but had decliRed it for some 
years before. He had heard the same noble Lord say, that we 
had passed the Rubicon, and could not retreat. He feared 
doctrines of this kind did not originate in their proper place ; 
he presumed that they came to ministers but at second hand; 
he was therefore for tracing the effect to its true cause. The 
only expiation ministers could make to their country for the 
ruin they had brought lipon it, was to disclose the authors of 
those measures; instead of sheltering themselves behind the 
name of the King at onetime, and the Parliament at another. 
This last part of the subject brought into his memory another 
ground of exculpation, .urged by ministers, who had repeat- 
edly said they were not responsible, because the measures pur- 
sued 
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jued were the measures of Parliament. He looked upon him- 
self specially bound never to permit this doctrine to pass un- 
noticed ; he pledged himself to their Lordships and the public, 
that he would never endure such a ministerial apology to pass, 
without properly animadverting upon its fallacy. Parliament 
had been deluded, deceived, abused,^and misled. Ministers 
had misinformed Parliament all along ; they had misrepresent- 
ed the force we had to contend with ; they had acted in like 
manner respecting our state of ability and preparation ; they 
assured us, that France was not only pacific, but friendly; 
but even though she was not sincere, that we were prepared 
for the worst ; and above all, they told us that America was 
both weak and disunited, and that all we had to do, was to 
send a sufficient force to protect and put arms in the hands 
of the friends of government ; consequently, let the fault 
originate where it may, in a junto, an efficient cabinet or 
private advice, none of those descriptions of men could shel- 
ter themselves behind Parliament. They were measures re- 
commended to Parliament, and adopted by it, upon assuran- 
ces repeatedly given ; if the facts contained in these assuran- 
tres were false or ill founded, those, and those only wh© gave 
them, or instructed ministers to give them, were responsible 
to Parliament and the people at large. 

Lord Ravensworth said the situation of the nation was to 
the last degree melancholy and alarming, and that which ever 
way we turned, almost insurmountable difficulties presented 
themselves. In such a critical moment of national calamity 
and distress, there was but one measure left to save us, which 
was, that of removing those ministers who, he said, had been 
sufficiently convicted of every species of ignorance and vio- 
lence. 

The Marquis of Rockingham asked, shall we attack France, 
and thereby draw on us the whole strength of the House of 
Bourbon united with America against us ? Shall we desert our 
attempt on America, and leave the United States at full liberty 
to join with our foreign foes ? Shall we leave our West India 
islands and our northern fisheries to fall a prey to some one or 
all of these powers ? Or shall we, by protecting those places, 
leave the coasts of these kingdoms open to a foreign invasion ? 
If any one of those places were left unprotected and defence- 
less, the consequences would be dreadful ; and still no noble 
Lord present, in or out of administration, would, he hoped, 
venture to say, that we were at present in a state of strength 
and preparation to attend to those several objects. Was it a 
fair way of judging what we were equal to, by what we had 

already 
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already done ? If that was to be the test, surely our situation 
was truly deplorable. What had we done, after three years 
exertion of our whole strength both by sea and land ? We had 
been defeated, or baffled, which to us was equivalent to de- 
feat. We had lost one army, and perhaps in a few months 
might the other. But who had been our adversaries ? A 
people who had been represented as poltroons and cowards. 

After reminding the King's servants of what he called their 
invincible obstinacy, in adhering to measures, the evil con- 
sequences of which had been so often foretold, he animad- 
verted on what had, in his opinion, been so improperly called 
the conciliatory bills. The very day the motion was made by 
a noble Lord in* the otiier house, for leave to bring in his fir&t 
conciliatory bill, the noble Duke in the blue ribbon near 
him (Grafton,) reminded administration, that an honourable 
member in the same house (Mr. Fox,) informed the minister, 
that this treaty had been signed the 6th of the same month ; 
and asked, if any one of the ministers had heard any thing 
of such a treaty ? On which the noble viscount, who now 
moved the address, said he had not. Taking this answer either 
way, he 'Contended that ministers were equally to blame. 
If they knew the report to be true, what a farce was it to hold 
out terms to America, already united to France by treaty f 
If they did not know of it, was it not the most unequivocfil 
proof of their total incapacity ? America would laugh at the 
folly and flimsy cunning which dictated those bills. Thetrutlt 
vas, France and the colonies were in alliance. Nothing we 
could now do would be sufficient to break it, unless we de- 
clared America independent, and unless we held out advantages 
in commerce which would render our offers acceptable ; and 
such too as she could not obtain from any other nation. A 
declaration of this kind might not perhaps repair our injured 
honour, but it would secure much more substantial benefits. 

He observed that, in the midst of the most glorious successes 
this or any other country ever experienced, when we had the 
two most powerful monarchies in Europe to contend with,; 
nay, indeed, almost all Europe ; and when our success and 
territorial acquisitions increased in proportion to the number 
of our foes, and the formidableness of the resistance we met ;- 
in the very zenith of our naval glory and military victories^ 
the main argument for making a peace was, the low price of 
our stocks, and the inability and ruinous expence of prose- 
•cuting a war carried on in so extensive a manner. What is 
the case now ^ without an ally, baffled and defeated by a part 
of our own subjects ; half exhausted^ we are going to enter 
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into a war witli the sair.c great powers, and that for an object 
jinpossible to be attained by the force of arms. Here his Lord- 
ihip com puled the several sums borrowed for the three last 
years of the late v/ar, which he said, were twelve, eighteen, 
and twelve millions. The first of those years we borrowed at 
four, the next at four and a half, and the last at five per 
cent J whereas now before the battle is begun, and when we 
want to borrow only six millions, we are obliged to pay up- 
wards of five per cent. This, he said, must shew all the 
living friends of the late peace the madness of going to war. 
The Marquis ascribed every one of the disagreeable ciFCum- 
stances which pressed upon tliis country, to the ignorance, 
wilful inattention, or shameful servility to the iustructionsiof 
those who dare not avow themselves of the ministry. France, 
whatever ministers pretended, or might still continue to pre- 
tcn.l, acted her part without disguise, and it was evident that: 
in her present notification she laughed at the British ministry. 

Duke of Richm'jnd said, he was astcmishedat the silence of 
ministers, one of whom had moved an address, the conse- 
quences of which might involve the niition in ruin ; yet had 
declined to offer a single reason in its support. It imported 
nothing less than a declaration of war on our part*; before their 
Lordships, therefore, acceded to so hazardous a proposition, 
bethought it behoved ministers to inform the parliament and 
people, how far we were prepared for such an event ; to ac- 
quaint their Lordships with the state of our finances, the 
strength of our armies and fleets, the general resources in men 
and money, the number of our allies, and their ability to 
assist us. It was not because France had acted treacherously 
or unfairly ; it was not because she had insulted us, and 
treated us with derision and contempt, that we should rush 
headlong on certain ruin ; we should nrst look to the object, to 
attain which we were about to p]uii;^e ourselves into a war 
with the united power of the House of Bourbon, aided by a 
third part of our own subjects ; and follow it by another consi- 
deration, the possible consequences of miscarrying in the at- 
tempt, and bringing certain destruction on our own heads. 
What then was the object? Most certainly the recovery of 
America. 

Would any one Lord in administration rise and say, that 
there was the most distant prospect of recallhig America 
from her engagements with France ? 

His Grace then entered into a comparative view of the state 
of the army and navy ,witli those we were preparing to contend*, 
with; and observed, we had lost nearly 24,000 soldiers, and \ 
upwards or 4000 seamen and marines, arid had spent twenty 
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millions of money to worse than no purpose ; because, be- 
sides France and Spain, we would have America to contend 
with. Supposing, for argument sake, which was the case the 
last war, that ^ith America we were a match for the House 
of Bourbon, yet, when America should be thrown into the 
opposite scale, we would be a match for the whole three ; if 
any man could work himself up into so preposterous an ex- 
pectation, bounded upon so absurd a conclusion^ he pitied 
him, but must decline to argue w)th him. 

In a choice of difBctilties what then was to be done ? For 
his part, he would, instead of sending out commissioners to 
no purpose, arm them with powers to declare America inde- 
pendent, if they chose it. This would be the only means to 
avoid a war, in the first instance^ with France, and the best 
method to secure the friendship and commerce of our colonies, 
for to him two things appeared equally certain, which were, 
that all we could ever expect from America was a friendly 
alliance, founded in reciprocal commercial advantages; and 
that, if we declared war, which the present address imported, 
America would hind herself bound by every tie and motive of 
honour, interest, and sound policy, to faithfully and rigidly 
adhere to her engagements with France, as being the caus6 of 
that war. 

His Grace condemned the language held by some Lords 
in that House, in throwing the blame upon the generals and 
commanders in America. But tuch language was used spa- 
ringly there, in comparison to the pains taken to circulate 
such opinions without doors. He said General Howe was a 
great and able officer ; that the fault was not in the execu^ 
tion, but the plans ; and that he had performed every service 
he was sent upon. 

He took up the message from the table, and after saying he 
should consider and treat it as the House always considered 
the speeches from the throne, viz. as the work of the mini- 
ster, he read it, and objected very forcibly to the warmth of 
the expressions, declaring that, in his opinion, France had 
done nothing wrong in coming into such a treaty as she had 
made with America. That she had patiently waited from 
the 5th of July 1776 to the 6th of February 1778, almost 
two years, before she would c^me into any sort of compact 
with America. That, now she b^ found it convenient and 
right to do it, she had done it wittumt excluding Great Bri- 
tain from a share of the American commerce, and in such a 
manner that it was not a necessary consequence for a war to 
ensue, unless Great Britain provoked one. The notificatioh 
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of this treaty, made by the French ambassador,. al«o had not 
one angry word in it; there was no necessity for us tlierefore 
to commence a war ; the nation was in circumstance* every 
way unfit for such an undertaking, and if peace could be pre- 
served without an injury to the honour of Great Britain, it 
was an act of madness to go to war. He said further, had he 
been to advise his Majesty, he certainly would have advised 
him merely to state the fact to Parliament, and not by any 
means to have done it in the language of passion. As the 
matter stood, he thought the wisest way would be not to echo 
back the message, but in the address merely to say, that 
*^ their Lordships were on all occasions ready to support the 
honour and the dignity of the crown.** 

Bishop of Oxford^ after apologizing for a man of bis pro- 
fession taking part in a debate in which war was the subject, 
observed, that in another House of Parliament, his brethren 
had been said to have been cloathed in blood ; in answer to 
which remark, he should content himself with declaring, 
that the speaker of it was not eloquent in so saying. His 
Lordship spoke to the origin of the American war, and said, 
though representation and taxation had been denied to be cor- 
velative terms, he had, after mature thinking, found out a 
proposition that was correlative, and that was taxation and 
protection ; the former not to be paid as the price of the 
latter, but to be agreed to as the means of enabling this 
country to afford the latter. 

Earl of Coventry replied to the right rev. prelate, by re- 
minding him of a portion of Scripture, which recommends to 
a prince before he goes to war, to consider well both his 
own strength and that of his adversaries ; and if, by ^ com- 
parison, he should find the sca-e preponderate against- him, 
tlien to do every thing in his power to conciliate and pro- 
mote peace with the enemy » He begged that his Lordship 
would make the application. 

Bishop of Oxford rose again, and thanked the noble Earl 
for reminding him of the resources of the kingdom, which 
he declared he had in his head when he rose to speak, but 
from the suddenness of his speech they had escaped him in 
the course of it. fThis threw the House into a roar of laugh- 
ter.] Great Britain, he trusted, was not wijiout resources; 
he was sure, if the extravagancies of all ranks of people were 
retrenched, enough might be saved to carry on the war; 
enough to build a fleet large enough to protect this nation » 
miglit be saved, even from the profusion of their Lordships, 
from the vast sums which some of them so idly wasted. The 
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Bishop declared he did not mean in the article of living, ta- 
bic, &:c. but another matter, which— he would not mention. 
Earl of Abingdin, I rise to express my utmost indignation 
at what I have this day heard from his Majesty's ministers. 
My Lords, his Majesty is betrayed, this House is trifled 
with, the nation is insulted ; but I hope, my Lords, this 
House has not lost its resentment, and that Englishmen will 
no longer bear the treatment they have met with. It is not 
more than 12 days past, that ministers told us that no treaty 
was signed between France and America, and that they had 
every assurance of peace with France. And now, my Lords, 
we are' told by those very ministers, that a treaty is signed 
between JbVance and America; a'nd, by a message from his 
Majesty, we arc called upon to go to war with France. Is 
this possible, my Lords ? A War with France !— Yes, and 
with Spain too. Unable to cope with America singly, we 
are to have a war with France and with Spain united ; as if 
in our very weakness consisted our strength. This is mad- 
ness, it is desperation, it is folly. No, my Lords, it is neither; 
it is wickedness ; this country is sold to France. When sus- 
picious men leave their duty and their office here, and inof- 
ficially take journies to Paris, there is something more than 
suspicion in this. If this country becomes a province to 
France, as I too much fear it will, that infamous family of 
the Stuarts may again be seated on the British ;hrone. My 
Lords, there is no other key to open the mystery of these 
measures ; and I am not single in my opinion ; tne eyes of 
many see it in the same light ; and I could wish it to become 
the subject of your Lordships* attention. 

i^rl oi Sheiburne^ after saying that the declaration deli- 
vered by the French ambassador was of such a nature as to 
render it almost impossible to avoid a war,, asked how we 
were prepared for such an event ? Without fleets, without 
armies, without allies, and without resources, what was to be 
done ? Ministers had not a moment to lose ; they must in- 
stantly set about adopting measures suited to the present ex- 
igencies of affairs : they must not only get a sufficient force 
ready to begin the war, but, by reviving ^tbe spirit of tl>e 
constitution, by dropping every inferior, petty, clerk-like 
system of government, by rendering the operations- e^d 
plans of the cabinet obvious, clear, and transparent, s^itbat 
all who run may read ; they must regain the confidence of the 
people, without which they could neither proaeciue the war 
with vigour, nor hope to end it with honour. Above all 
- - • Y 2 things. 
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things, he advised them to drop the scandalous exertion oE 
undue influencey to relieve the people from the burden of 
corruption, and to advert to an expression, a beautiful ex- 
pression^ which he had met with in the parliamentary de- 
bates of former periods, and which fell from the mouth of a 
noble member of that House, viz. " That every weight 
taken off the nation gave her wings." Thus, by lightening 
the pressure upon the people, they would have power to ex- 
ert themselves ; their antient spirit would revive, and, enter- 
ing into the war with chearfulness and alacrity, they would 
pursue it with vigour. The Bank of England must be con- 
sidered ; every possible means ipust be exerted to assist the 
bank and keep up the public credit. Sleeping and waking 
he had it ever in his mind ; and Dr. Price, with whom he 
had frequently conversed on the subject, had convinced him 
of the urgent necessity of making the bank a primary object 
of national attention and support. 

After going through the various points, in order to enable 
us to maintain the war successfully, his Lordship took oc- 
casion to throw out some exceeding severe remarks applica- 
ble, he said, to a certain law Lord, [Lord Mansfield. j 
He said, when he was last in France, he had a long conver- 
sation with a churchman, and among other matters politics 
came to be the topic ; when the priest declared, that his 
profession was of all others the best for a statesman, for that 
whenever a churchman had, by his intrigues and adventures 
as a politician, put the kingdom in danger, and thrown, the 
public concerns into confusion, he had nothing to do but to 
retire to his church, content himself with the parade tliat 
situation afforded, and lie snug till public matters having 
taken a different turn, and recovered their former prosperous 
condition^ it was safe for him again to step forward, and 
once more become the state pilot. His Lordship said, he 
feared another profession in this country followed the same 
idea, and practised exacj:ly what the French churchman had 
mentioned to him; he meant the law. Were our judges 
solely employed in explaining the statutes, and distributing 
justice in the courts below ? Had no one of them busied 
himself more in political projects than in the duties of his 
profession ? In his opinion the office of judge was a most im- 
portant one, and so weighty was the duty, that no other 
avocation should be suffered to interfere with it; least of all, 
that of directing ihe helm of government. If judges could 
with safety turn state Quixotes, and from motives of vanity, 
and the hopes of aggrandizing their names, indulge them- 
selves 
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««lve&in mad acfaemes and absurd projects, till finding theiruMi 
of •thfiir GOiimry 10 be in prospect, in consequence of their 
pditicfi/.tbey thought it necessary to slip their necks outtst 
tht collar, and retire to their courts, he should be one to 8*5^ 
^th^ the act which rendered the Judges no longer dependent 
cm the Crown 9 and which had been regarded as a praise-^r-: 
th.y statute, was the most pernicious and fatal to the essential 
interests of the people that ever passed in this country.^ Ife 
aflEirmed, if such a traiterous conduct was permitted to go 
unpunished, the act for rendering the Judges independent of 
the Crown, instead of being the greatest blessing to the na- 
tmif would prove its greatest curse; because on a change of 
administration such men might formerly be removed ; where- 
as now they may retain their places, unless some special de- 
linquency should be proved against them, which was not al- 
ways practicabJe. 

His Lordship differed from the Dukeof Richmond respect- 
ing the propriety of preserving peace ; declaring he thought, 
circumstanced as we were, that Var must be pursued. He 
said he would not cant, nor did he mean to preach to their 
Lordships, for that was the office of the clergy ; not that he 
thought the right reverend Lord who had spoken in the pre- 
sent debate had given a good answer to the charge of the 
bench being cloathed in blood, by preaching up a spirit of 
unanimity for war. The right reverend Lord had meiih* 
tioned one species of resource ; he would beg leave to re- 
commend another, and that was, to lop those drones of socie- 
tyj the church benefices; he did not, he said, here allude to 
the bench, he meant only the golden prebends, and those 
church officers, who, having no parochial connection, lived- 
. a life of idleness and inutility ; who gained great wealth 
without doing any service to society. 

The Earl concluded with declaring tliat he was an advo- 
cate for peace, if it could be procured with honour, which 
he did not think possible. So far, however, was he from 
wishing to be thought an advocate for war, he would neither 
give his vote as an affirmative to the address, nor as a nega*^ 
tive for the amendment. . 

The question was put on the Duke of Manchester's 
amendment, when the Contents were 34, Proxies 2, total 'S6i 
and the Non-Contents 84, Proxies iC, total 100. 

As soon as their Lordships returned from below the ba^, 
Lord Ravensworth made some very severe observations on the 
iX)nduct of ministers, in notofficring a single sy liable in sup- 
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port of the motion. He observed that there was a very full 
and respectable bar; and he doubted not but it would g^ out 
among the body of the people, in what a contemptuous man- 
ner m blisters had dared to treat the King's message. 

Lord Weymouth replied, that if this censure was principal- 
ly intended for him, he did not think himself nor any other 
Lord in office in the least deserving of it. He could, how* 
ever, answer for himself, that his silence proceeded from no 
disrespect, cither to his Majesty or that House; but merely 
because he thought there was no occasion to support a mea- 
sure by argument or elucidation, which, from the tenor of 
the paper, became an act of necessity. The main question 
was then put on the address; Contents 68, Non-Contents 25» 
March 18, l.Q, and 20. 

No debates. Adjourned to the 23d. 
March 23. 

Lord IFeyniQuth presented the following message from the 
King : - ^ 

'' The French King having by his ambassador given no- 
tice to one of his Majesty's ministers of his having entered 
into 'a treaty pf amity and commerce with America ; and it 
appearing that the military preparations in France have been 
considerably increased; his Majesty, from his parental care 
and concern tor his people, and his wishes to provide every 
means in his power for their defence, and the defence of his 
kingdom, thinks it necessary to acquaint their Lordships of 
his intention, in conformity to the power vested in him by 
several nets (;f Parliament, to call forth and embody the mi- 
' litia of the kingdom whenever occasion shall require." 

Lord IVey mouth again rose, and moved, '^ That an hurnble 
address be presented to his Majesty, to return him the thanks 
of this House for his most gracious message; and to express 
the sense of his goodness, and the parental care and concern 
for his people, in providing every means iii his power that 
may tend to their defence ; and in his intention to call out 
and assemble the militia, if it shall be found necessary for 
that purpose.** Agreed to. 

The House \^^cnt into a committee on the state of the. 
naticm. 

The Duke of Richmond began with enumerating the se- 
veral benefits which had resulted from the inquiries of the 
committee, viz. the ascertainment of the state of the army, 
the state of the navy, the general expenditure in consequence 
of the American war^ arxd a particular investigation of a 
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part of that expenditure ; he declared that he thought it was 
owing -to the committee that ministers had so far been 
brought to their senses as to set about something like an at- 
tempt to accommodate niatters with the Americans, and to 
prepare a plan, which, however inadequate it might be, in 
his opinion, it was certainly a plan of conciliation, inasmuch 
as it gave up many of the most obnoxious points in contest 
between this country and Americfii. He assured their Lord- 
ships, that the main object he had in view, when he moved 
for the committee before Christmas, was to lay a foundation 
for proposing and adopting such measures as were most likely 
to promise respect and reputation abroad, and a re -union with 
our revolted colonies. The consequence of the inquiry, so 
far as had yet appeared, went clearly to prove that our land- 
force was totally inadequate to the purposes of either an of- 
fensive or defensive war ; our trade had been most materially 
injured ; such of our dependencies as we still retained pos- 
session of were in a most ruinous, unprepared, and defenceless 
condition ; and our naval force on different sides of the At- 
lanticj he feared, was far from being in the flourishing state 
it had been so repeatedly described in that House since the 
commencement of the present session. He was happy, how- 
ever, to discover, that our military force within the kingdom 
was much strengthened since the returns were made, on 
which, in the early stages of the committee, he had framed 
his resolutions. By the last returns on the table, it apj^eared 
that the old corps were become nearly complete, consisting 
of 1 9,000 men, and the new levies already amounted to 8000, 
and would probably at a very short period be quite full, 
which would amount to an additional force of 15,000 men. 
The public, he observed, were much indebted to a noble 
Duke [Bolton], whom he did not see in his place, for that 
part of the inquiry into the state of the nation which he had 
undertaken, namely, the navy ; which, according to the 
language of ministers, was our great national bulwark. Hi* 
Grace then mentioned the King's message on the French 
ambassador's receipt ; and repeated his declaration, that he 
was sorry to see the message couched in terms of warmth 
and anger, and still more sorry to see their Lordships take 
up the business in the same style of resentment. More 
fully to support this opinion, the Duke desired their 
Lordships to look back to their own history, and see what 
had been done on similar occusions. Queen Elizabeth, the 
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most zealous for the pte^rvman al ih£'.nsi^i(mai:hoxmig fil 
sit the crowned he^ds who had possessed the^tfaroni^ oi^imfi 
kingdoms, assisted theHuguenots Mith on&htindred thOUf ^Otd 
pounds and six thousand men, ahhougfa'tliie>Huguen<)t«jWlir^ 
actually the subjects of France, and wecQ then in ppeaam^ 
against their sovereign. A remohstranoe toiok place^ hMt no 
war ensued. The same princess, when in perfect peace^ilJl 
Spain, assisted the confederates witha.Iarg^ sum 3o£ jmonfiQr^ 
"wba were then endeavouring to throw off the Spanish .y^tei 
zgidi what was more, Elizabeth, in her notification. of^thiA 
ftct to the Spanish court, expressly said that shelent th^cQQr 
federates the money, and assisted them with the mentiJbvitjQf 
heriove and affection to her good friend, the Kingof Spain^ 
having no other view but to preserve the states for liim, ^ 
prevent their throwing themselves into the arms, of t^ra^ce. 
This pretext, his Grace declared, was not much relish^d-ttgr 
the King of Spain ; however, that monarchtbougbtit pruf 
dent not to takeany serious notice of it, and no war brokerom 
between the two kingdoms for some years- His Graciiiftaidi; 
the treaty entered' into between France and America wat 
certainly a defensive one, as it stated that France was d«t^r 
mined to protect her commerce with America ; a mattelrl so 
obviously the consequence of her treaty, that it was ex* 
ceedingly unnecessary ro have stated it in her notification ia 
the King's servants, and he heartily wished it had not b^eA 
stated. If we attacked France^ America was bound in: i^w 
nour to assist her against us ; and if' we could not con:qu^r 
America singly, when joined with France, there appeared rto 
be but little hopes of our success : he begged their Lord- 
ships, therefore, maturely to Consider the consequence qfa 
rupture with France, on the ground of the treaty ; rtpeat^ 
ing, that commencing a war upon vsuch a ground would not 
only confirm the independency of America, but put an end. 
to all hopes of reconciliation with lier.on any terms. : . . 
His Grace next came to a consideration of what was pro^^ 
per to be done in the present situation of public affairs j and 
e:irnestJy pressed the ministry immediately to put the nation^ . 
into a respectable state of defence. He said he highly. apr 
plauded the measure of calling out the militia: but observjed. 
that- many other matters were also necessary to be done, A^- 
the best way of learning what was necessary', he had looked^ 
back to^thc time of ijueen Elizabeth, and seen what me^isi^n^ 
were tak*n when this country was threatened with an. inva-ti 
sioii hy ::tiic famous .Spauisb Armada. .At ihat .time .v.ei h^d . 
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an Mmy of 4O5OOO men in the kmgdom ; and :y«t:::it ■'mm 
thought j[)rudent to take a great variety of oth^ xneasurca fer 
the public security. Engineers were seme down to foKti^duf 
vulnerable parts of the sea coast, Sorts were erected at certaii^ 
distances, beacons put up m order to give signals to theiimy^ 
the militia divided into different bodies, and marched toivjis 
rions parts to be ready at a moment's warning^ and speotal 
directions were given to lay the country waste for a cooeS 
derable extent wherever the enemy attempted to land, in:OPf 
der to check their progress, and to prevent their receiviiig 
any other subsistence but from their ships. Had any mea^ 
sures like these been taken ? Had engineers been sent.iiHid 
the different maritime countries to mark out entrenchmentf^ 
and to plan such sort of fortifications as the situations of the 
respective places made necessary ? A general officer ought to 
be deputed to assist the Lord Lieutenant of every county; 
for a civil officer, however willing, however able in gihttV- 
matters, could not so well judge of the proper measures y^ 
be taken by an army as a military man, accustomed to 8ev« 
vice. Much remained to be done besides merely calling out 
the militia. f 

His Grace said he should now come to the subject matter 
of his motion ; which he said the necessity o^ the times called 
for so pressingly , that he hoped it would at least meet with m> 
resistance fxx)m any one of their Lordships. The want of 
frigates, in case of a war with France, was so obvious, that 
it needed no argument to shew the prudence and propriety of 
getting some of them home : indeed without them we could 
do nothing ; for notwithstanding there might be many large 
ships fit for sea at home, he was well assured there were uot 
seamen enough in the kingdom to man our navy ; the reason 
was evident — so great a number were now on board our fleet 
in America, and on board the innumerable transports therey 
which had been sent out partly to carry the army, and partly 
to victual that army. As a proot of the difficulty of pro- 
caring seamen, his Grace said there had last week been aa 
exceeding hot press on the river, when he understood nO' 
more than five hundred seamen were got, and of them a ve»y 
large number were of necessity returned. Here the Duke re-: 
curred to his former arguments respecting the independency* 
of America ; ut;ging our acknowledging her iiidependency,* 
as a proper, and indeed the only probable jneans of aooonuno^i 
dating our impolitic and destructive differences^ az^dsdecJaiv 
ing that this country had stiU many, friends therf^v v^ho'v 
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upon our taking such a measure, would be furnished with a 
isrrong argument in our favour ; and, by being enabled to 
convince their brethren that Great firitain had done every 
thing which throughout the quarrel they had said they dcr 
?ired, would, he doubted not, wean them from all thoughts 
of a connection with France, and induce them to make an 
honourable and lasting alliance with Great Britain. 

His prace concluded his speech with the following motion: 
** That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, to de- 
sire that he will be pleased to give orders that all his ships of 
war and land forces be immediately withdrawn from the ports 
and territones of the thirteen revolted provinces, and disposed 
of in such manner as to his Majesty in his wisdom shall seem 
best calculated for the defence of the remaining parts of the 
empire, in .the diflficult situation in which we are unfortu- 
nately .placed, humbly beseeching him to take into his par- 
ticular consideration tlie condition of England and Ireland 
to repel a foreign invasion.; and. imploring him to take the 
most speedy and efiectual measures for providing for the se- 
curity of these kingdoms.*' 

Earl of Sandwich said, that there were many objections to 
tlie motion at this time ; whether it might not be properiere- 
after to adopt the measure recommended by the motion, wai 
more than he could pretend to determine. He differed widely 
from the noble Duke, as to themanrter, as well as the time; 
for granting, in argument, that the troops ought to be with- 
drawn, this House was not the proper place to declare it. 
Such a measure, thus publicly recommended, might furnish 
the means to our enemies of defeating it ; therefore, whether 
proper or improper, he should oppose it, on the ground of 
inexpediency, and move the 'previous question, or, which 
amounted to the same thing, that the chairman do leave the 
"chair. 

As to the press of Tuesday night, alluded to by the noble 
Duke, his Grace was perfectly right in his assertion, that 
.several persons pressed, when they came to be examined, were 
discharged. It was impossible to know seamen in the dark. 
The laws in being have created several exemptions,eVen when 
seamen are in the case. Boys under such an age ; men past 
fifty ; those concerned in the Greenland trade, and in our 
fisheries; and some in other cases, are exemapted : conse- 
quently, when a warm press takes place, number? arerdis- 
cliargcd. But be the number of persons pressed in the river 
vhat they may, they formed but a very inconsiderable part 
of rkc number of men procured since the prospect of an ap- 

'^loa.ching 



A. 1776. DEBATES. 331 

proachiftg war. Many ports in Great Britain and Ireland, 
have produced great numbers in the cour3eof the late press 1 
arid he could affirm, from his own knowledge, that there 
were more able seamen pressed at Portsmouth alone, than in 
the river Thames, on Tuesdayiast. After all this, he was 
ready' to acknowledge that there was a great scarcity of men, 
though no means whatever had been left untried by him to 
remedy that defect. It might be asked, how it happened that 
seamen came to be scarcer now, and more difficult to be pro- 
cured,, than at any former period? He knew none but one, 
which was what had been asserted in argument by several 
noble Lords on the other side; that we had not, as on former 
occasions, any American sailors, those, including the prison- 
ers taken by the American privateers, with the crews of those 
privateers, amounting to 18000; which, if wc considered 
that those men were employed against us, made a real dif- 
ference of 3(5000 men. If this was not the cause of the 
want of seamen^ he was at a loss to guess ; but the fact sup- 
ported the assertion, that they were actually scarce. He was 
still of opinion that we had ships enough ready for sea, but 
was ready to acknowledge that ships without men Tvcre of 
veryjittle service. With regard to the want of frigates at 
home, there was no denying it; they were wanted, wanted 
extremely ; but would declaring that want to all the world 
make it less ? Would it not be more prudent to conceal 
that circumstance from our enemies, than by revealing it 
thus publicly, instruct them to avail themselves of that par- 
ticular weakness ? 

After this he went into a general review of those parts of 
the Duke's speech in which his. Grace* had stated the weakness 
of the kingdom, and after thanking him for having forborne 
to make too close an investigation of the state of the navy, 
remarked, that it was every way imprudent to tell France 
where the kingdom was least defended. Upon this ground 
he censured the observations of the noble Duke, as to the de- 
claration which his motion carried in it, that England and 
Ireland were not in a fit state to repel an invasion. Is it, says 
he, politic to state to our enemies where our coasts are vul- 
nerable ? Is it prudent to declare that we are unable to repel 
an invasion ? And, if the fact were as the noble Duke has 
stated it, is it wise to court an invasion? I thank God, I fear 
not an attack from France, but I certainly should be easier 
in my hiind, if I was convinced she had no hostile intentions 
against this country at present. His Lordship declared that 
the declaration from France was insulting and offensive ; that 
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ministers would have been' highly culpable .ha4 theji^ 
«hewn a spirit of resentment ; but that notliiqg .^4 ^llffl 
done on their part, shice the receipt ofttie Ki^g ^ ,n^f ^|fj| 
which wore the face of irritability, or qoiiljc^ be^bonjft rui^ip^ 
a design to provoke a war with France, • • . r.- .t, :?.-: 

Duke of ^/VAm<?«i/ replied, that the nc^le Earl s speech'icoq^, 
firmed, in so many words, almost every sylJifele hchaid s^ 
in behalf of the present motion— What, again, wa!s.the ncihlA 
Earl's repeated boastings relative to the lormidiibfe stiute^c^ 
oiir tiavy come to ? That we had ships, but thai we.cq^^jdh 
not procure seamen to man them— most melancholy tidiag^; 
indeed I He remarked, that the noble Earl had .paid. bin;i »• 
compliment which he did not feel himself consciaus of/^nien 
riting ; he could not accept of it, therefore, without 3«plf^t 
ing hi^ ignorance of his being in the lea^t entitled ta it/ 1% 
noble Earl had thanked him for saying so little about thestalp 
of the navy. The reason of his being so short uponiha^ 
subject, proceeded not from any intention to stifle any thing 
he knew ; not because it woiild not have been prudent,. ^, 
this critical moment, to expose our weakness, on whicliic 
had so frequently given his sentiments; but merely, because.. 
the noble Duke [Duke of Bolton], who had managed the iu- 
quiry into the state of our navy a few days since, had gone 
so fully and so ably into the subject, as to leave him little or 
noth'iig to add u\ion it. 

The only appearance of a national objection made by the 
noble Earl, was, not against the motion In point of necessity, 
but on the ground of policy and expediency— -the mode in 
which it ought to be carried into execution— -under the im- 
pervious colour of secrecy and silence. His Grace laughed 
at such mock caution ; as if our fleets and armies could be 
Ordered home, or to other stations offensive or defensive, 
without the previous knowledge of the French court. 

Ht* thought that the silence of ministers was extremely 
culpable. He called upon the noble Lord at the head of the 
admiralty to declare, whether our navy was in such a state as . 
to protect our several dependencies ; because, if it was not, 
most certainly itwas alone a full reason for strengthen ing those 
parts wliich immediately called for protection ; and which 
protection could not, in the uionient, be procured. For in* 
stance, he would be glad to know, from the noble Lord, if 
cur naval force in the East or West Indies was. equal to the 
united force of France and Spain in tl;ose parts. If it was 
nor, those places were at this instant at the mercy of these 
p.>wcrs. He had strong reasons to believe, that the first blow 
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would be struck in the eastern or western world. A consi* 
clerable number of ac^ditional troops h^id .beea sent to., the 
Prench West India islands the year before Ia$t ; and he.wai 
assured^ by a persoii of veracity, lately returned from the East 
Ipdies, that the French navy was much superior to ours ia 
that quarter of the globe. The whole argun^ent then tunned, 
he said, upon the confidence ministers were entitled to. They 
have liitherto deceived us ; they have brought us into our, 
present lamentable situation ; but they must not be directed 
or advised ; because their past mismanagement^ ignorance* * 
blunders, and incapacity, is a sufficient pledge to us for their 
future ability to rescue us from the various dangers and thi^ea- 
tened ruin which is now ready to burst upon us, and end f/i 
the total destruction of this country. He concluded with 
complimenting a noble Lord in a red ribbon [Lord Amherst], 
on his being called into the cabinet ; and congratulated the 
nation on the circumstance, as the most likely to promote , 
its most essential interests. As he understood tlie noble Lord . 
would command the army in England, and would probably 
have tlic command of the forces to be employed against the.- 
enemy, if a landing should be effected; notwithstanding he 
had the highest opinion of the noble Lord's ^vqsdom,* cxpe- . 
rience, and ability, he would take the liberty of giving him a - 
piece of advice, and tliat was, not to suffer his judgment lo 
be run away with by the vulgar idea of fightinjj the French tlic 
moment they landed, and driving them instantly back by a 
battle ; but to consider that if a battle was lost, under such 
circumstances, the kingdom was lost; and that by widely de- 
laying to come to an action, he might, like another Fabius of 
another Washington, prove the saviour of his country. 

'Duk^ol Manchester sdii\^ that men who had by their treach- 
ery to their country, or their blunders, plunged it into so ^- . 
lamitous a situation as she was at that instant, ought iv>t tobr ,, 
trusted a moment longer. His Grace declared » that, from the 
fuHeit conviction of what he now affirmed, he had been re- 
duced to the necessity of standing in the odious light of, a per. 
€onal accuser; and had accordingly moved to address his ., 
Majesty, tointrcat him to dismiss his servants, as no longer .' 
worthy of remaining ih their public stations :, th^at the §ame 
reasons which had induced him to make the motion ?till pies- ! 
sed upon- his mind with additional force ; for he qou!^ |iot .* 
entertaina momentary hope, either of reconciliation with A - . , 
mcfrica,of an honourable peace, or successful war with.FranCje, .^^ 
while chos^ men, who had broke tl'.e ties pf affe<;t{on ^and duty , 
which uriited America with Great Britain, r^piained in office: .. 
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and he should conclude with an observation, often made, but 
of which every day's experience afforded some fresh proof, 
which was, the irresistible and all-powerfulinfhience, which 
was sufficient to maintain such men in place, against the 
feelings and discernment^ the hearts and understandings, of 
an insulted, disgraced, and, he feared, an undone people. 

Marquis of Rockingham said, though it had been asserted 
that our fleet now ready for sea was fully equal to Ihe pro- 
tection of our coasts and the channel, was it so in respect of 
our dependencies ? Had we at present a force sufficient in the 
East and West Indies ? Or, besides defending our coasts, for 
convoys for the security of our trade ? So far frbni it, that 
he had heard one of the East India directors lately assert, in 
another place, that the chairman had been instructed by the 
court of directors to apply to a noble Viscount xnhighomcei 
over the way [Weymouth], by letter, sighting their fears for 
the Company's possessions, and desiring an additional naval 
force;, but the answer was, that none could be spared, or 
that none was wanting ; and that but a very few days before the 
offensive declaration, which is now* agreed upon by all sides 
of the House, in or out of office, to be tantamount to a de- 
claration of war, and must of course be productive of oae. 
He was severe on Lord Sandwich, on his aflfected secrecy 
and prudence relative to recalling the troops. Did the mo- 
tion point out any particular destination for them ? Were 
they to be ordered home to Europe, or did the motion ex- 
press a wish of the kind ? But supposing that it had, could 
the noble Earl who moved the previous question point out 
the danger ? He felt for the noble Earl's fears for the conse- 
quences ; and supposed that they originated from the same 
motives of other great wits, ^^ that they might be cut off on 
their return by an ambush at Knightsbridge, or would be 
happy enough to get home safe in disguise." 

The Marquis said, he was well pleased to hear that a noble 
Lord in his eye [Amherst], high in his profession, and who 
performed such essential services for this country in the course 
of the late glorious war, tinder a Whig administration, was 
appointed to the command of the forces, and called into a 
situation to advise in-his Majesty's councils, in all matters re- 
lative to his profession. He knew the noble Lord was in 
principle a Whig, and he took the liberty of recommending 
to him, to be influenced by no extrinsic consideration, nor 
suffer himself to be thwarted or over-ruled, contrary to his 
ov.'n go^xl judgment. He understood that another brave officer 
had accepted of the command of the fleet j was glad to bear 
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it^ because he was perfectly convinced of his eminent ta- 
lents, integrity, and high professional abilities ; and if he 
should be called into a more exalted station, could his active 
siqrvices be dispensed with, it would still give him greater 
pleasure; because he was satisfied, by long, and latterly by 
fiatal, experience, that no man was fit to preside over the ad- 
miralty department, but a real seaman, regularly bred to the 
profession. He hoped the neglect shewn to a lately deceased 
. friend of his [Sir Charles Saunders], an ornament to society, 
a great and experienced officer, as well as an honest man and 
steady patriot, would prove a sufficient yearning to all those 
who may be called upon in the moment of difficulty and 
distress, 

Duke of Grafton said, the crisis was such as justified the iir- 
terfercnce of every honest citizen who had any stake to lose. 
The public were intimately concerned in the event of die 
present measures. Every thing dear to them, as men, or 
citizens, was committed. The consequences of those raea- 
. «ures would decide whether they were to possess their liber- 
ties and properties. If ministers Mjere continued in power, 
who had proved themselves weak, wicked, and detestable, 
the people were justified to call on that throne [pointing to 
the upper end of the House], for redress, fora dismission of 
such ministers, and for the punishment due to their crimes. 
It was the duty of the Sovereign to dismiss such men. The 
nation was patient, he feared too much so, under the variou* 
ills they suffered j but the time would come, and he believed 
was not far off, when their resentments would blaze out with 
a vigour proportioned to their former forbearance and re- 
peated provocations. , 

He would ask the most zealous friends and supporters of 
the present administration, if there was the most distant 
prospect of any one measurjR succeeding in the hands of the 
present administration. Ministers were indeed honest enough 
not to pretend to it. They had, in this instance, given one 
proof of their modesty and candour; they were silent. Are 
you able to conquer or conciliate America? Are you able to 
defend the several dependencies of the British empire ? Are 
you more than a match for France and Spain in the European 
seas? Have you one ally on the continent of Europe ? The 
answers to all this are reducible to a tacit. No. They virtually 
• reply, no, because they decline to answer. 

His Grace observed, that the language of the noble Earl 
was the most extraordinary he ever heard,. It amounted 
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fairly to this. ; we have been mistaken in every opinion we 
formed in private or declared in public. We have brought 
our country to the brink of ruin. We confess it is not in 
our power to extricate it from the various calamities under 
which it suffers, and the much greater ones with which it is 
threatened ; but we must remain in place, because somebody 
has said so. His Grace next lamented the fatal effects of in* 
fluence; whence, he said, all the public calamities had ori* 
ginated. The impropriety of displacing ministers withbut 
any proof of delinquency, he observed, was much urged both 
without and within doors. He denied that dismission im- 
plied guilt ; it might imply incapacity, and that not always. 
Want of public confidence, not being able to command the 
hearts and purses of the nation, might be a good cause of re- 
moval. But this argument conveyed a very extraordinary 
idea ; no less than that every man in office had a right to pos- 
sess his place as a matter of property', and when displaced 
suffered an injury. This was a mode of reasoning he could 
never accede to. The emoluments of office were supposed 
to be given for public services in stations and offices : when, 
therefore, all further services terminated, there the claim like- 
wise ended, and the party dismissed had no right to complain. 
He could speak from experience. He was once in a high re- 
sponsible office himself; and maintained opinions both in that 
House, and elsewhere [[In the cabinet]. Those opinions, 
perhaps, were not approved of. No matter whether or not ; 
he was dismissed from his office ; yet he never understood 
nor felt his dismission as an injurious act, or as conveying 
any imputation of guilt. 

He was sorry to disagree with the noble Duke, as to his 
sentiments respecting our conduct towards France ; for let 
America be or be not declared independent, he looked upon 
a war with France as inevitable. 

He said, it had been reported for some days past that he 
was coming into administration, and to preside at the head of 
the admiralty ; he believed the report to be ill founded; he 
would answer that it was, so far as he knew ; but if any such 
promotion was really in contemplation, he heartily united in 
opinion with the noble Lord near him | RockinghamJ, that a 
seaman should always preside at that board; and expressed 
his hearty approbation of filling that important office with 
the very able seaman [Admiral Keppel], alluded to, if his 
professional services could be dispensed with. 

His Grace concluded with saying, that although there was 

a 
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a general in the cabinet, and he hoped there would be soon 
a seaman at the head of the admiralty ; yet without a total 
change of men in the other high departments of the state, as 
well as system, no good was to be expected ; we should still, 
he feared, have nothing but assertion one day, recantation a 
second, and despondency a third. A majority in cabinet 
would always have it in its power to defeat, coiintcratt, or 
over-rule the best digested plans, and the wisest measures ; 
consequently, till the present men in power were removed 
from a possibility of doing mischief, we should still contimm 
to be governed by a succession of pitiful expedients, ho les5 
X^^eak in their texture, than disgraceful and perchance fatal in 
their consequences. 

Lord Lyttleton said the state of public affairs was very alarm- 
ing and critical. Ireland was in a weak and defenceless siate» 
and England far from beirig so well prepared as he could 
Vvish, he feared not sufficiently strong either in point of naval 
or military delence. Our affairs in the West Indies were 
truly deplorable, and in the East equally precarious, if not 
more so ; and he corroborated this assertion by inforniingthc 
House that he liad been informed by a French officer lately 
returned from the isle of Mauritius, that when he left that 
place, there were no less than SOOO regular troops there and 
at the isle of Bourbon ; a circumstance which was in his 
opinion sufficient to convince their Lordships that France 
meant, in case of a rupture, to attack us in that quarter of th^ 
World. lie observed every thing on the part of France de- 
noted hostilities, and that if we were abject enough to put up 
with the insult, it was now too late to recede. 

After giving this side of the picture, his Lordship held up 
the reverse ; the noble Lords on the other side, he observed, 
had expressed their fears of an invasion, as an event likely 
immediately to take place; yet however they might differ in 
other respects. Whig and Tory he was certain would unite 
on such an occasion ; they would, he trusted, be unanimous 
in opinion, that if the French landed, they should be instantly 
attacked ; and he did not doubt but they would readily hazard 
their lives and fortunes in the attempt to repel fl.rit foe who 
should have the temerity to invade Great Britain oi Ireland* 

He could not hear without some degree of astonishment, 
the langunge held by a noble Lord in administration [Sand- 
wichj, which fairly imported, that we weie not in that state 
of naval strength and preparation, of which' his Lorflship had 
given so many repeated assurances to that House, He did not 
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doubt but we had a great and respectable navy ; but he did 
hope, that his Lordship would verify what he had so often 
said, that our navy should be at all times, at least equal, if 
not superior to any force France and Spain united could be 
able to send against us ; or that we 'should be always pre- 
pared, in the language of the noble Earl, to cope with th6 
whole power of the House of Bourbon. 

The noble Duke who made the motion, he said, founded 
it chiefly on the supposition, that America would not treat 
with us, but adhere to their vote of independence, and the 
measures necessary to form themselves into so many indepeq* 
dent states. He, for his part, thought otherwise. The co- 
lonies two years since, it was insisted by the noble Duke and 
his friends, would have acceded to terms short of those held 
out by the conciliatory bills ; and he saw no reason why, if 
the assertion was true then, that it should not be so still. 
Another reason assigned by the noble Duke, for urging the 
necessity of withdrawing the troops was, that they would be 
wanting at home to defend us from an invasion ; he believed 
that would be the last desperate experiment France would 
make. This bugbear had often been held out in terrorent; 
but now, at the end of a century, since this idea began to pre- 
vail, no instance of such an attempt had happened. ' 

Earl of Effingham closed the debate, and pointed out the 
necessity of strengthening Canada, both on account of the dis- 
position of the inhabitants, the weakness of the king% forces 
in that province, and the formidable power of the new Eng- 
land colonists, who could penetrate into it at pleasure, and 
without the least resistance. He lamented the state of the 
West India islands, which must, if attacked, fall an easy prey, 
as well as our new settlements on the Mississippi. To those 
several very important objects he recommended the attention 
of administration, and observed, though it would not perhaps 
be proper to point out the destination of the troops proposed 
to be withdrawn by the motion, yet, it was more than pro- 
bable, that the noble Duke, when he framed his motion^ 
had the security and protection of those valuable possessions 
ill contemplation. 

The question was put, that the House be resumed, when 
the contents were 56, non-coments 28. 

March 24, 25, 26, 27. 

No Deba'es. Adjourned to the 30th^ 
March 30. 

Private business. 
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March 31. 

Earl of Bffingham^ Your Lordships having directed, in 
consequence of a motion of mine to this Houscj that the war- 
rants of commitment and discharge of Colonel Ethan Allen, 
and the other Americans who were made prisoners with him^ 
be laid on your Lordships' table, some papers have been ac«. 
cordingly delivered in : but, my Lords, among these papery 
there is no warrant of commitment to be found. It appears 
that these men were confined in Pcndennis castle ; and that, 
by a Uttre de cachet y signed by one of the secretaries of state, 
in the King*s name, they were banished from this country to 
America, to be disposed of at the discretion of the generaj 
there ; but, my Lords, by what order, or by whose mittimus^ 
or for what crime they were imprisoned, does not in any wise 
whatsoever appear. I rise therefore, my Lords, in confor- 
mity to my motion, and the order of this House, to desire 
that the warrant of commitment be, with the rest oi jthe pa- 
pers, forthwith laid on your Lordships' uble» 

Lord IVeytnouth said, that he should apprehend that all the 
papers relative to that business were upon the table; andtha( 
if no warrant of commitment appeared, he believed that there 
Was none. 

Earl of if iiw^rfflw replied, I must Confess to your Lordships, 
that, by the not producing any warrant of commitment, I did 
imgine that there had been none ; and that these men were, 
(as it now appears) driven into Pendennis castle, like so many 
&heep into a sheep-fold : but, my Lords, whether there be 
or be not a mittimus, is of no consequence at all .: for, my 
Lords, I am already possest of the fullest and clearest proofs 
of the most atrocious violation, in this instance, of .the laws 
and constitution of this country, tha,t ministers ever yet dared 
to be guilty of. And, my Lords, I must assure your Lord- 
ships, that when the proper time shall arrive, I will not fail 
to make that use of these proofs, which the duty I owe to my 
country calls upon me to do. In the present moment,' all 
exertions of this kind are useless ; but, I trust, the hour is 
not afar off, when in order to reformation, punishment must 
necessarily follow. 

The Lord Chancellor was just proceeding to read the order 
of the day, for the House to resolve itself into a committee 
to considta* the state of the nation, when the Earl of Effing* 
ham rose, and begged before their Lordships proceeded upon 
any other business, that he might be permitted to trouble 
them with a few motions which he had draw^n out upon paptr, 
in order to call forth documents which woul^ enable thf^ 

Z 2 House 
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House to ascertain the real state of the navy, and the mode 
of expenditure and application of the various large sums 
which had been voted for by the different departments of the 
naval service- It had been already proved, that the public 
money had been in more than one instance not more liberally 
voted, than lavishly spent. It behoved their Lordships, there- 
fore, to look into the accounts preserrted to them with a wary 
eye, and by closely examining the several totals, to discover 
the proprriety of each article of expenditure; to lessen for 
the future such as were larger than occasion required ; and 
to put a negative upon such others hereafter as should appear 
to the House to be altogether unnecessary. This he consi- 
dered as an act of duty highly incumbent on their Lordship) 
to discharge, and which nothing that could be offered would 
furnish a sufficient apology for omitting. It was however in 
his opinion, totally impossible for the House to acquit them- 
selves either to their country or their sovereign, unless they 
called for such papers as would supply those manifest defi- 
ciencies which appeared scattered throughout those already 
on the table. The motions he was about to submit to their 
Lordships, if agreed to, were calculated to supply that de- 
fect ; and he had strong reason to hope, such being the impor- 
tant motives which operated upon him, that he would have 
the satisfaction of being equally supported from every side of 
the House. His Lordship then made the five following 
motions. 

*^ Tliat an humble address be presented to his Majesty, that 
he will be graciously pleased to order the proper officer to 
lay before this House an account of the state of the ships in 
his Majesty's navy> as delivered to the admiralty by the sur- 
veyor of the navy, in the latter end of the year 1770.'' 

* 2. An account of tht ordinary estimates of the navy 
from 1770 to 1778 inclusive." 

"3. An account of the number of ships broke up and 
sold, together with an accountof what they sold for, and also 
an account of the quantity of old stores, and the prices at 
which they sold." 

*' 4. An account of the buildings, rebuildings, and repairs 
of ships and vessels, over and above those charged rn the wear 
and tear of the year 1777-" 

*' 5. An account of the amount of stoppages of 4d. per 
man per month, as chaplains in those ships, that have not 
borne chaplains.*' 

As soon as the first motion was read from the wool-saci. 
Earl of Effingham rose and stated dc novo his general reasons 

for 
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for troubling their Lordships on the present occasion. He ob- 
served that we had been now three years engaged in a v(3r 
with only part of our own subjects ; and had failed in obtain- 
ing the objects for which we engaged in it ; nay, he feared, « 
had lost the country totally, and instead of subjects, or even 
friends or allies, had caused the colonies, by our impolitic, 
unjust, and cruel treatment, to become our most inveterate 
«nd implacable enemies. We had besides, as was a few days 
since ably stated by a noble Duke near him [Richmond,] al- 
ready incurred an additional debt of upwards of twenty -three 
/nillions, and were in the act of adding to that debt, even 
though we had no other enemy to contend with but America, 
^t the rate of nine millions ptr annum, as long as the contest 
should last. Here he wished to make a pause, and remind their 
Lordships, that we were about to contend with another enemy 
much more powerful and dangerous, our natural rival and 
enemy, France. The noble Lords, if any there were, who 
might oppose this motion, acknowledged on the last day, their 
Lordships were convinced that war, though not formally de- 
clared, was in fact the same thing. If war then was, as he 
feared it must be, the issue of the offensive paper delivered 
by the French ambassador, we might without hesitation con- 
clude, that instead of America alone, we should have France 
and America shortly to contend with ; and it would be np 
great stretch of political speculation to say, that such an event 
might at length draw Spain into the quarrel, as an additional, 
and at such a crisis, a most dangerous adversary, and likely 
to be decisive against us. In such a state of things, what was 
to be done ? Our finances were already as low as they had 
been at any period during the late war. We must borrow and 
fund, the consequence of which would be a still further fall 
of stocks. Where tiien were our resources ? for his part, he 
could see none but in retrenchments : to see that our out- 
goings were fairly, frugally, and honestly expended. In his 
opinion, our savings in almost every department of the state 
would be one of our surest and most substantial aids. 

His Lordship next proceeded to Ishew, that a conduct, the 
very reverse of what he now recommended, had prevailed in 
almost every department of the state, since the commencement 
of the American war ; and when applied to the particular de- 
partment to which his motions were directed, ever since the 
noble Lord who presides at the head of the admiralty was 
called into office. He would make no special charge, but 
many things appeared highly blameablein the conduct of that 
board within both periods, including in the whole nearly 
eight year$« both on grounds of a neglect of duty and increased 
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cxpence, without even the trite plea of necessity : enough, 
he was not backward to declare, to justify the strongest sus- 
picions, that the business of the naval department, for some 
years past, had been made a matter of private jobbing, rather 
that that of fair and open bargain and sale : in fact, of having 
sacrificed the public interest to the views of personal advan-^ 
tage, and private emolument. 

His Lordship next proceeded to particulars, in support of 
his general assertions. He compared the official expences 
Hvhich .formed part of the ordinary of the navy, since 
1770, with what it had been fixed by an order of the King 
in council, in the year 1 727, the last of George the First ; 
and in proof of his statement of the several items, ordered the 
clerk to read the order. He affirmed, that part of the ordi- 
nary appropriated for the payment of the civil officers, in- 
fcluding the board, clerks, &Cr amounted then to no more than 
from 34,000 and a fraction to 38,000, whereas at present it 
was raised to 46,000. If any more Lords or Commissioners ■ 
had been added, if there had. been any new officers created; 
if, in short, there had been any plausible pretence for such an 
increase, he should not have mentioned it, when there were 
•60 many other articles of so much greater magnitude ; but the 
"truth was, no such pretence existed 5 for instead of its being 
a gradual and natural increase of expenditure incurred, it was 
■created all of a sudden. It was the work of a single .year or 
•single day. This increase of 12,000l. took place in the year 
1773 without a single reason, or the colour of a reason as- 
signed. From 1727 to 1773 this branch of the ordinary con- 
tinued as it had been established, by the order of council al- 
ready alluded to, at 34,000, but in the latter year it suddenly 
rose to 46,000. But even supposing that the increase was 
justifiable, the mode of doing it certain:; was not. The for- 
mer order could not be revoked by a lesser power than that 
by which it was made ; and it behoved the noble Earl who 
ventured to revoke it, as well to shew that such a revocation 
was necessary, as that he was sufficiently authorised to do it 
out of his own head. 

He said, he could adduce proofs of an earlier date, to shew, 
that the affairs of the navy always called for the inspectingeye 
of Parliament, Among several others, he mentioned the pe- 
riod when prince George of Denmark, the Qjieen regnant's 
[Anne] husband presided at that board; that the expence then 
bore no manner of proportion to the present; and Parliament 
frequently, both then and at several precedent and subsequent 
periods since the Revolution, went into the utmost minutist 
respcci\n^th(^ Wate sovd coudition of the navy, both concern^ 
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ing the expenditure of the money voted for the naval service, 
and of the particular state of ships, in what degree of repair, 
how many were building, where stationed, &c. 

His Lordship, from this part of the ordinary, proceeded to 
consider the sum total, which he said, till very lately, 
^mpuntcd on an average to 200^000/, per annum, seldom 
more, and often so low as 1 70 ; whereas, at present it mounted 
to the monstrous sum of 430,000/. a year, and was yearly in- 
creasing. This led him to take a compai:ative view of the four 
years Lord Hawke presided at the admiralty board, and either 
of the four years since the present noble EarFs entrance into 
office, and endeavoured to satisfy their Lordships that there 
was a most rapid increase. From whence he drew this con- 
clusion, that either the money voted for the naval service had 
been most shamefully and criminally lavished, or, that our 
navy was upon a much superior and mere respectable foot- 
ing than it had been at any former period, which was a cir- 
cumstance he most ardently wished might prove true ; but 
which, from every thing that had hitherto appeared, he fear- 
ed would .turn out directly the reverse. 
- His Lordship observed next upon the whole of the ex peace 
of the navy, ordinary and extraordinary, independent of what 
was voted for pay, &c. This he classed under three heads, 
ordinary, extraordinary, and navy debt, which, he said, since 
the present first commissioner came to preside, amounted to 
ten or eleven millions and a fraction, a sum nearly double to 
what had been granted for the same service, either the eight 
preceding years, or any otlier period of the same duration 
$ince we had a royal navy ; and equal, as had been more than 
once observed by two noble Lords of the first professional re- 
putation [Duke of Bolton and Lord Bristol], to build an hun- 
dred men of war of the line, and a proportionable number of 
frigates, from the laying of the keel, to the fitting of them 
for actual service. He did not include the sum granted by the 
House in the latter end of the year 1770, at the time of the 
rumour of an approaching Spanish war, which amounted to 
half a million more. 

His Lordship spoke a considerable time of the constant re- 
pugnancy there was between the estimates of each year, and 
the actual expenditure. This, he affirmed, was a gross insult 
to Parliament; was full of fallacy and deceit. He pointed 
out several instances of money granted for the repair of seve- 
ral ships, though the same ships appeared again in the next 
year's estimate ; and at the end of two, three, or four years, 
when the repairs or pretended repairs amounted to more than 

Z 4 a ship 
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ft ship of the same Tate would have cost if she had been entirely 
rebuilt, her history was, that she had been broke up, or was 
sold, as totally unfit for service: so much for the expenceof 
repairing the hull ; so much for masts ; so much for rigging; 
when perhaps she had never been in dock, nor had a single 
shilling expended upon her during the whole twelve months, 
but probably appeared in the front of the estimate of the en- 
suing year. 

After dwelling a considerable -time on these circumstances^ 
he urged the pressing necessity which, he trusted, all their 
Lordships felt for the papers comprized in his* motions, and 
declared, that so far was he from wishing to call forth any in^ 
formation which might tend to acquaint France with what 
she was ignorant of, or any of the enemies of Great Britain, 
that he would chearfully consent to have his motions altered 
or qualified in such a manner as to avoid a possibility of any 
ill consequence which the noble Earl at the head of the ad- 
miralty miglit point out. 

His Lordship next read a list of the several sums which still 
Jay in the hands of the respective treasurers of the navy, since 
the commencement of the present reign, namely, Mr. George 
Grenville, Lord Barrington, Lord Howe, and the late Sir 
Gilbert Elliot. These, he said, amounted together to a very 
considerable sum, and he said it was an instance of great ne- 
glect, or something worse, that at the end of seventeen years 
not one of those accounts had been liquidated, or finally 
settled. The whole amounted to 150,000/, Lord Howe's to 
37, and Sir Gilbert Elliot's to 113,000/. 

On the third motion, that of the number of ships broke up 
and sold, and the prices they were sold for, he said, the ad- 
miralty board were quite silent, the public having received 
no credit for their amount, though it had from time to time 
paid such enormous sums for their repairs. The noble Lord 
at the head of the admiralty himself, had frequently asserted 
in the course of a few weeks, that a great many had been broke 
lip or sold since he came into office ; and as no notice had 
been taken of such sale or disposal, or the produce of whs^t 
had been converted to other uses, under any description what- 
ever, he thought it specially behoved the noble Earl to ac- 
quaint the public through the medium of that House ; to do 
which the motion alluded to helped him with an opportu- 
nity to say w'nat uses or purposes the produce of these con-? 
demned ships was applied to. 

Having gone through the several leading heads on which 
his motion was founded, he took a short but general view uf 

the 
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The noble Earl had drawn a comparison between the situ- 
ation of the navy, and the ex pence of the ordinary of the 
navy, in the year 1 727, and at the present tiine ; a compa- 
rison which was not at all warrantable. In 1727, we had 
not more than igO ships of war, now we had full 373 ; aiid 
add to this, the expenccs of every kind had increased nearly 
double ; such as timber, masts, cordage, iron, and, in short, 
every species of naval stores. 

With regard to the charge on the ground of applyinj? 
sums, voted for the purpose of repairing certain ships stated 
in the estimates presented to Parliament, to the repair of 
other ships, nothing could be mote ill founded ; it clearly 
-arose from the noble Earl's want of knowledge of the nature 
of conducting navy repairs. The circumstance was una- 
voidablcj as he would in two minutes shew their Lordships. 
It was always customary, and it was a custom founded oti 
necessity and expediency, to repair those ships first which 
»tood in need of the least repair, by which means the number 
of ships were easily kept up ; a circumstance so obviously 
proper, that he would not take up a moment of their Lord- 
ships time to enforce it. When a ship was put into dock to 
repair, and the sitles stripped, it sometimes turned out that she 
wanted a larger repair than had been imagined ; such ships 
as had been supposed to need only 3000/. and three months 
repair, had afterwards appeared to stand in need of 8OOO/. 
and eight months repair; and as a ship must be finished 
when her repair was once begun, it was usual to take so 
itmch of the money voted for the repair of another ship as 
was necessary to complete the cost, and to let the other ship 
remain untouched till a future opportunity. 

The Earl answered respecting the 12,000/. a year, stated 
to have been allotted for the commissioners of the navy, and* 
admiralty in particular ; for that no additional commissioners 
had been appointed in his time, excepting two, one for Ha- 
lifax, and another for America; which were absolutely ne- 
cessary for the dispatch of public business. The increase, he 
acknowledged^ hut said the ex pence arose entirely from ano- 
ther cause. In the year 17/3, an additional number of 
clerks were put on the establishment ; not that this was a 
real increase of expenditure, for the clerks had been for 
many years employed and paid by the government, though 
the item of the official ex pence in the ordinary estimates was 
not set down. I lie charge alluded to, he said, appeared, for 
the first time, in the year 1773 ; but it had nevertheless long 
existed, and had been included under some other head. 

Dake 
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Duke af Bolton^ The first Lord of the admiralty, the 
Duke said, had mentioned his having objected to the motion 
for any account of the cruizers and convoys which had been 
-appointed, up to a certain time ; the noble E.arl was mista* 
ken ; it was another motion, a motion for an account of the 
timber. Sec. to which he had objected. As the noble Earl 
had in a former debate declared, that when Lord Hawke left 
the admiralty board, our navy was in a most deplorable 
5tare ; and that every person in any office relative to the 
ivrtvy, was desponding, giving it up as it were, and despair- 
ing (A ever retrieving it, so as to render it able to defend the 
kiiigdom and resist the attacks of our enemies ; he wondered 
ihn' ;hc noble Earl was averse to the present motions, nlo* 
ti".'^s which not only went to produce papers which ,Par- 
lidiix lit had a right to demand, but to prove how much the 
noble hari merited for having retrieved the navy and rendered 
it so much superior to the state in which Lord Hawke left it. 
Why deny Parliament the exercise of a Parliamentary right, 
and tell them that they must trust implicitly to administration? 
Such a denial, at any time, or by any of the King's servants, 
would wear a very suspicious appearance ; but from the no- 
ble Earl it seemed most extraordinary. The noble Earl hat 
all along, to borrow his own expression, built his merit on 
this two-fold consideration ; the very ruinous condition of 
the navy when he came to preside at the admiralty board, 
and its present most flourishing and respectable state. What 
does the motion before the House import ? To verify and 
establish both parts of this proposition ; to prove this impor^ 
tant truth, and of course to prove the very transcendant ob- 
ligations his Country and Sovereign owe to the noble Earl. 
We have often heard those things pressed upon us in the 
most confident manner; we have often heard the truth of 
them questioned ; and will the noble Earl, from an over- 
strained modesty, refuse to gratify the public on a point, 
which will be the best proof that .bis assertions were not 
mere boastings, and which must, at the same time, reflect 
the highest honours on his understanding and integrity. In 
short, the noble Earl declines entering into any proof either 
way. On the one hand, he does not chUse to disclose the 
ruinous state of our navy in 17 70, lest it may convey in* 
formation to our enemies in 1778 ; nor of its flourishing 
state in 1778, lest France might come at the dangerous and 
important secret. After holding out the tendency of this ar- 
gument in several ludicrous lights, he said, the whole was 
one solemn piece of mockery, France, he was fully con. 

vinced, 
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vinced, had the most minute and circumstantial account, not 
of the state of our navy in j 770, but to nearly the very instaitt 
at which he was speaking. To conceal, or pretend to conceal 
it from France, was to the last degree absurd ; but, consider- 
ing its real condition, it was by no means surprising that 
the noble Earl was so extremely desirous to conceal it from 
Parliament ; because, if the latter knew it, it might affect the 
2H)bIe Earl personally and singly. So long as Parliament 
remained in the dark, the noble Earl only run the risque of 
saffering in the general ruin. When, therefore, the noble 
Earl objected so strongly to laying the account of ships and 
vessels broke up and disposed of, he might have his reasons 
for opposing it, and probably they were very cogent ones. 

The noble Earl had said, that no rise could have happened, 
because no additional official ex pence had been incurred. 
He would have been much better pleased to hear his Lord- 
ship a&sert positively, that no increase had taken place. The 
only increase the noble Earl acknowledged, was the com- 
iMissioners appointed for the docks in America. That could 
not possibly affect the estimates of 1773, or any other yet 
given in : and as for the additional clerks, he presumed tlie 
noble Earl would hardly pretend that their salaries amounted 
to the difference charged in the estimate; nor did he hear his 
Lordship assign a single reason for making a new establish- 
meat for the additional clerks, instead of paying them out ot 
the fund appropriated for that purpose ; but supposing it to 
be the fact^ he would be glad to know to what new purposes 
the fund they were formerly paid out of was appropriated. 
His Grace finally observed it was needless to go down to the 
other House of Parliament to hear them expatiate on the ex- 
travagance of administration ; needless to bring evidence to 
the bar of their Lordships' House to prove it in any particu- 
lar instance ; needless to look for it in the papers on the 
table, for tliat tlie whole kingdom rung with accounts of it 
in the various departments of government. 

Having for some time pursued this argument, he took 
potice of a certain hospital, the revenue of which he par- 
ticularly stated, shewing that its income atnounted to near 
100,000/. annually ; notwithstanding which, he declared, 
government continued to grant it year after year some thou- 
sands for its support ; and even now, when we were in a 
state of war, and consequently the annual subscriptions fronEi 
the men employed were greatly increased, it was set down 
among the list of purposes for which the Parliament voted 

money. 
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money. To this his Grace added, that he had met with a 
book, relative to the hospital he had alluded to, in which it 
was stated that the directors of that hospital had subverted 
its charter in more than one act, and especially in the ap- 
pointment of officers who were not sea-faring men. Tlie 
charges made in the book, he said^ he verily believed ; and so 
far was it from being an anonymous publication, that it was 
professedly written by the Lieutenant-governor of the hos- 
pital, a man whom he had sent for upon reading the book and 
conversed with, and whom he had not only found to be a 
very sensible man, but had heard declare, that what he had as- 
serted was strictly true, and that he was ready to make good 
every one of his charges on oath in any court in the kingdom* 
Among other proofs of mismanagement in the direction of 
the hospital, the Duke said, one was, the directors having, 
at the instance of the Lieutenant-Governors, prosecuted to 
conviction the butcher with whom they contracted, in one 
penalty, for serving the hospital with bull beef instead of ox 
beef, and having afterwards convicted him in ten other penal- 
ties, and when they had him in court to pay them, they not 
only compounded the whole, but in a short time employed 
the same butcher, and gave him 2s, 6d. a hundred more for 
his beef than before. His Grace declared that he was a Go* 
vemor in a double capacity, as an Admiral and as a Privy 
Counsellor; that he had made it his business to inquire into 
the facts, and was certain of what he mentioned ; he added, 
that the direction had of late years been strangely filled, that 
it had a continual majority in it who did what they pleased, 
and that gentlemen of real weight and ability kept away from 
the board for that reason. 

The Duke* took notice of Mr. Atkinson's contract, which 
he said was made by a noble Lord in his closet, secretly and 
privately, in a manner in which he had no right to make it : 
that it was enough to alarm the public ; and if the first Lord 
of the Admiralty persisted in refusing to accede to the motions 
now before their Lordships, and which were motions such as 
had before been complied with, he flew in the face of Parlia- 
ment, who had an undoubted right to inquire into the public 
expenditure, whose duty it was not more to grant money, 
than to examine the accounts of government, and see that 
the public money had not been nrodigally thrown away. 

Earl of Effingham said, that a?ne expected it might be ar- 
gued against his comparison of the e:[ppences of the ordinary 
of the navy, &c. in 1727, and at present, that every sort of 
naval storey was raupb dc^Qr now than at that period^ he 

had 
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had grven himself the trouble to inquire into some o£ the 
prices of stores in 1727, and had found that they were so 
far from being less, that they were infinitely dearer then 
than now : as a proof of this he mentioned the ^rice of pitch, 
which was of late only 6s. a barrel, but ll. 2s. in 1727, of 
tar and of oil, which were cheaper now in almost an equal 
proportion. Having laid some stress on these particulars, the 
Earl ridiculed the idea thrown out by the first Lord of the 
^miralty, that if the present motions were complied with, 
they would serve to give the French information of the state 
of the navy, and especially that the motion for the account 
of the number of ships broke up would be productive of fatal 
consequences, declaring that the French had nothing to do 
but to buy a collection of Court Calendars for some few years 
back, in order to ascertain what ships were formerly, aihd 
what were now in the service. 

Earl of Sandwich rose again, and complained much of the 
unfair practice of going into matter foreign to the subject 
in debate, of the unparliamentary mode lately adopted, of re* 
ferring to prior debates, and reciting what had then beenspo. 
ken. He said his own memory was tolerably tenacious, but 
as other Lords were not quite so happy, it was exceedingly 
injurious to attempt to repeat what had been said on another 
occasion. The noble Duke who spoke last but one had much 
misrepresented him in declaring he had said, that when Lord 
Hawkeleft the Admiralty, every officer init was in a state of 
despondency, on account of the deplorable state of the navy ; 
he had said no such thing, nor ever let fall a single expres- 
sion which could be construed into an insinuation that Lord 
Hawke had not done his duty. On the contrary, not one of 
their Lordships could think more highly of Lord Hawke 
than he did, and he should be as full of presumption as man 
could possibly be if he did not feel and confess his own infe- 
riority to his predecessor in office. He had never thought' 
that the navy was otherwise in a weak condition wheri he had 
the honour to be appointed to his place, than as it necessarily 
must be at the end of a long war. In a long war we used our 
ships much, because a greater number was consequently em. 
ployed ; the more service, the more wear and tear. Ships were 
necessarily built in a hurry of green timber ; and when on the 
riimourof a war with Spain, iust before his entrance intooflFice, 
thoseships were wanted for actual service, they were discovced 
to be in a very ruinous condition. So that, whenever he alluded 
t{) this or any other similar circumstance in debate, he wished 
never to be understood as meaning to throw the most distant 
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reflection on the conduct of the great seaman who preceded 
him in office; as if at any time he omitted to state the cause 
now assigned for the bad condition of several of our ships of 
war at that period, he always meant that the fact should be 
committed wiih its true cause, the greenness of the timber 
tised towards the conclusion of the last war in his Majesty's 
several Dock-yards. His expression as to the despair of 
those in the different departments of the admiralty and navy, 
when he came into office, was merely respecting the want of 
English timber, it being generally imagined that there was 
not any in the kingdom. 

His Lordship said he could not with patience hear the noble 
Duke mention in that House a publication which would be 
properly noticed in another place, and which it was every 
way beneath their Lordships to advert to. The book con- 
tained charges against the directors of Greenwich hospital, so 
scandalous that he did not doubt but they would feel them- 
selves impelled to c.jII the asserter of them to account for 
them in the court of King's bench. The directors were men 
of considerable character, of considerable property; some of 
them the first merchants in London ; their conduct towards 
the hospital had been irreproachable; and as to whatthe Duke 
had said relative to the meat imposition, he was quite mista- 
ken. The man was prosecuted, not by the lieutenant go- 
vernor alone, but by the whole board of directors ; and so far 
were they from encouraging him, that they had been obliged 
to enter a fresh contract with him, because his offer was the 
fairest. Ail the contracts of Greenwich hospital were pub- 
. licly and openly made, consequently it was the duty of the 
directors to close with that offer which was the best. Mr. 
MeHish was the man contracted with. Mr. Mellish was no 
butcher, but a wholesale dealer in cattle, a man so largely 
employed in that way, that he almost held a monopoly of the 
business. 

The noble Duke had urged the Parliamentary grant, for 
the support of Greenwich hospital, as a mark of the extrava- 
gance of government. It was no such thing. The hospital, 
it was true, had large revenues, but it was a part of its esta- 
blishment to call upon government for aid, when those reve- 
nues were not entirely adequate to its necessary expences. It 
had this year only asked 4000l. of government, which was 
but a very trifling sum, considering the great purposes which 
the hospital served. This sum it wanted to pay the cut-pen- 
sioners, who were formerly 1000, but were now not half 
that number, and were daily decreasing. It was tiue, in prd- 
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portion to the number of seamen employed, the sixpences 
received increased, but they were not yet come in. Let the 
IkoUle Lords look at Chelsea hospital, and compare its state 
and its necessities with that of Greenwicli ; and tl>e very, trif- 
ling ex pence tlie nation was put to in supporting the latter^ 
compared with the enormous sums voted annually for tlie 
Support of the former. 

Before he concluded, his Lordship tookoccasion.to.d|e(cn({ 
the noble Lord in the other House of Parliament fjcom tbp 
accusation of having made a contract in his clpset| declaring 
that such a charge was altogether irregular and unpar]iarnen->. 
tary ; that it tended to cast an imputation on the noble Lord^ 
as if he had any interest in the contract, or had been influenced 
by any private or mercenary views; a suspicion for which 
tliere was not the slightest ground. The noble Lord in the 
other House of Parliament, he owned, had his failings as 
well as his virtues, and no man was without ; but those who 
knew him well, knew that he was as much superior to a mean 
action as any man in the kingdom ; that there did not exist a 
tnan of more principle, or of more integrity, and that the 
very honourable issue to the inquiry set on foot (re^pectiog 
the contract alluded to) in the other House was an incontro- 
vertible proof of the full conviction of the noble Lord*s rec* 
titude of conduct felt by the majority of the members of that 
House, and the shame which fell upon those who ventured 
to make the accusation. 

The Duke of Bolton rose agai'n, and said, so far from think- 
ing the affairs of Greenwich hospital were well conducted, 
he was satisfied of tliC very contrary. The sixpences of this 
year werc.not yet come it, but those of the two preceding, if 
they were not, oiight to have been, which were very considc* 
rable, 2S,000 seamen being voted the first, and 45,000 the 
last ; besides, there was the Derwcntwater estate, and some 
other revenues, which made the whole amount to upwards o{ 
7O5OOOI . pc7' nnnu?n . He had strong reasons to be convinced,' 
that the income of the hospital, if properly managed, was 
more than sufficient to answer all the outgoings. He had be^n 
long of that opinion, and when he had the honour of a ^e^ I|:> 
the other House, some years since, on a similar proposition %o 
that which gained the sanction of Parliament the prej|gnt 
session being made in the committee of supply, heop^j^edjt 
strenuously, and carried his point in rejecting the atten3||)t^ 
and believed from that time till the present session no-suca 
attempt l^.^^l ^^^^ made. 
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The Duke of Richmond ^poke particularly to the pretended 
mischief stated by the noble Earl, in laying before that House 
the stations of our convoys and cruizers. He observed, that 
the noble Earl was mistaken, both as to the fact itself, and the 
probable effect of the information. He said his Lordship for- 
got that he acceded to the motion without a single expression 
importing any degree of disapprobation. The motion was first 
made generally. The noble Lord objected to it. To meet 
tbat objection he proposed an amendment, by restraining the 
order to such convoys and cruizers as had, before the date of 
the order, returned into port ; but supposing the order had 
been made generally, and had been strictly complied with, 
what was the tenor of the instructions laid on the table ? 
That such a ship was ordered to cruize in St. George's Chan- 
nel for fourteen days, and look into Dublin to procure intel- 
ligence ; that another was ordered to cruize off Cape Clear, 
with similar directions, to look into Cork or Kinsale ; and 
that a third was ordered to wait in such a latitude for the trade 
from Jamaica, the Straits, or the Leeward islands. If this 
be the information that has invited our foreign rivals and ene- 
mies to insult and make war upon us, it: may be prudent (o 
suppress all memorials of where our convoys or cruizers were 
stationed before the Revolution. 

His Grace observed, if the noble Earl could bring no 
stronger proof of the rectitude of his own official conduct, 
than by resting it on a similar f9und^tion with that of the no- 
ble Lord in the other House [Lord North], he believed it 
would be granting more than his Lordship may be willing to 
accede to, if the consequence of the motion for inquiry was to 
be coupled with the proposition itself; for the consequence was, 
notwithstanding the lofty, flourishing panegyric pronounced 
by his Lordship, that a committee to inquire into the expen- 
diture of the public money was ordered to be ballotted for. 
If the noble Earl was willing to adopt the noble Lord*s con- 
duct in the other House, why not copy him in his candour, 
as well as every thing else? The noble Lord was in possession 
of a majority; but what did the noble Lord do? Though the 
inqiury was personally duected against him, instead of put- 
. ting a flat negative, as th^ best proof of his innocence, he 
comeoted to it. He did not pretend to say whether his Lord- 
ship was censurable or not ; he was, however, either blameable 
or misinformed. The rum contract had been referred to three 
merchants of the first eminence and reputation ; they gave 
Atir opinion against it ; and it was of little consequence to 
Aijiatian, whether the money went into his Lordship's oy^n 
Vo4i. IX. A a pockety 
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pocket, or into that of his secretiaries, his friends, olr his 
mistress. . : ,.( 

His Crace replied to the general charges made against fbe 
propriety of Parliamentary inquiries. He contended^' that 
the committee on the state 6( the nation had been* already pro- 
ductive of the most salutary effects, having rouzed thepeoj}tc 
to a proper sense of their calamitous and critical situation, *nd 
given a check to ministers in the midst of their mid and 
ruinous career. His Grace ended his speech with detlariiig, 
that the motions ought to pass, and that although reasofhi^cf 
weight existed against agreeing to them, the noble Lord^t^ftic 
head of the admiralty, whose conduct was supposed ft) bcy^in 
a great measure, involved in the event of them, should haffff 
been one of the last to oppose them. * * ' 

Earl of Santiwich, in reply to his Grace, denied that he ever 
consented to the motion relative to the respective stations as- 
signed to the cruizers ; but when hie perceived the disposition 
of the House to lean that way, after he had given hisowiii*ea» 
sons, and as he thought fully pointed out its impropriety, he 
had done all in his power to lessen the mischievous eflfectrwWcb 
he feared would have happened. So far, therefore, the noble 
Duke who spoke last was perfectly right. He moved' d»t 
the information should only have a retrospective effect, and 
instead of having it applied to all cruizers, restricted tb sdch 
only as had returned into port. •' 

The question was then put on the first motion, when the 
jRumbers were, for it 20, against it 50. 

The second motion, for an account of the ordinary of the 
navy, for the last eight years, was agreed to without any op- 
position. 

As soon as the Lord Chancellor had read the motion for 
*' An account of the number of ships broke up and sold, to- 
gether with an account of what they sold for ; and also an ac- 
count of the quantity of old stores, and the prices at which 
they were sold ;" 

Earl of Sandwich said, he hoped the noble mover would 
consent to omit the first part of it, that which related to the 
number of ships broke up and sold, as it might prove detri- 
mental to the interests of this country, by shewing France in 
what proportion our navy was decreased. The Earl declared 
he had hot the smallest objection to the House having a full 
account of the quantity of old stores sold, that he drew but a 
very small sum from the sale of them, he heartily wished it was a 
larger ; but he was exceedingly willing to let their Lordships 
know what it was. As however the nation was probably on 

' the 
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the eve of being forced into a war with France, for that (al- 
though he most heartily wished matters might take another 
turn) he feared must be the case, he thought it exceedingly- 
imprudent to open, just at tliat time, any matters which could' 
not,, upon being investigated, serve this country, but might 
beadvantageous to its enemies. His Lordship concluded with 
saying, he believed the noble Earl would gratify him in his 
request, and new-model his motion. 

Earl oi Effingham said, he totally differed from the first Lord 
of the admiralty ; that he could not, by any means, consent 
to forego that part of his motion which he had objected to ; 
that it was in fact the most material part, and as it was a fair 
obj.ect of Parliamentary inquiry, he trusted their Lordships 
would support him in urging it. He added, that he hoped 
the noble Earl would not wantonly divide the House, merely 
to shew his own influence in it ; that there was the greatest 
reason to suspect that the public money had not been expended 
with economy ; that it was the duty of their Lordships to ex- 
amine how far that suspicion was well founded; that by ^o 
doing ministers might be rendered more caveful, and the sums 
voted by Parliament be laid out more providently in future, 
which was surely a sufficient jijstifi cation of his motion. 

The Duke ol Bolton observed, in a jocular manner, that the 
noble Earl who opposed the motion had let the cat out of the 
bag; and ironically congratulated those Lords who had voted 
for an address to his Majesty, in answer to his message, upon 
what must necessarily be their feelings when they heard oneof 
the ministry, who had been loudest in justifying the address 
(which, if at all proper, the Duke said, ought to hav^ been 
followed by an immediate declaration of war), confess that he 
heartily wished we could avoid a war. His Grace expressed 
his astonishment at the hrst Lord of the Admiralty's conduct, 
Was the noble Lord determined that the House should have 
no papers before them which threw a light upon his conduct 
in office ? Did he mean flatly and plainly to say, their Lord- 
ships should not be enabled to draw any conclusions, either as 
to the proper application, or the scandalous waste of the public 
- money which bad been voted for the navy service ? The mo* 
tion now made by the noble Earl was exactly similar to motions 
fonnerly made on like occasions. The ships broke up were 
in fajct part of the old stores^ as much so as the old stores 
thccrtselvcs; and it was ridiculous to say, that-giving the House 
an account of them would furnish France with any information 
whifeh could be of disadvantage to Great Britain^ but which 
shecthildwith ease,andau trifling expence,procure elsewhere. 

A a 2 . The 
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The Duke of Richmond arraigned administration in gene- 
ral, and the first Lord of the admiralty in particular, for 
treating Parliament with such repeated disrespect. His 
Grace advised, soothed, and threatened, urging those in of* 
fice on the treble score of policy, civility, and safety, to 
relax of their wonted obstinacy in denying to furnish the 
House with all such papers as were likely to throw some 
light on their own conduct. He said, he gave them this ad-. 
vice for their own sake, to prevent the dreadful consequences 
wl ich he saw impending. Woe be to them if the public, 
who had so long trusted administration, and placed such im- 
plicit; confidence in their wisdom and integrity, found them- 
selves at length betrayed ! Administration would feel the 
\^eight of popular vengeance. The noble Lord at the head 
of the admiralty, who now refused to accede to a motion not 
only founded on strong necessity, but consonant to Parlia- 
mentary usage, would be dragged from his place. There 
would be insurrections of the people, who would put him to 
death. [Here his Grace was called to order, but he persisted 
in his argument, declaring he had a right to say what he did, 
and he would not be interrupted.] The populace would rise, 
and serve the noble Lord as the Dutch served the De Witts, 
they would tear him limb from limb. 

Lord Dudley said, it was true, as the noble Duke had men- 
tioned, that the people were ready to rise ; it was not, how- 
ever, to destroy the members of administration, nor to pu- 
nish those who deserved the thanks of thei^ country, but to 
oppose the natural enemies of Great Britain, to fig! it the 
French, if they should think proper to invade the kingdom. 
Earl oi Effingham declared, that if the proofs of the cx- 
traviigant and wasteful conduct of administration in the ex- 
penditure of the public money were denied him there, he 
would take care to produce them elsewhere. The public 
had a right to know in what manner their inoney was spent, 
and he would take care to furnish them with information. 
It was in vain, b.e saw plainly, to attempt in that House to 
move fur any thing which the ministers were not disposed to 
ticcede to. In the present instance, the first Lord of the 
admiralty knew his strength in a division. He would go 

below the bar, and take with him his he had like to have 

said servile majority ; he should not therefore rest satis- 
fied, but would use proper means to come at the truth, which 
he would certainly coiimiunicatc to the public. 

The 
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The Lord Ckancelhr left the woolsack in great warmth, 
declaring, that he felt himself called on to support the ho- 
n6ur of the House, That if such insinuations, and such 
language were suffered to pass unnoticed, the House would 
no longer be looked up to as the moderatorbetween the King 
and the people* The noble Earl had talked of a servile ma- 
jority ; were their Lordships to be so grossly insulted with- 
out a rebuke? He had sat in that House seven years, and 
never before heard so indecent a charge. A servile majority ! 
The insinuation was not warrantable. He had for one voted 
in favour of the measures of government ; but would any 
Lord venture to say he was under influence ? The ministers 
knew his place was no tie upon him ; they knew he always 
gave his vote freely, and according to his real opinion. He 
was born the heir of a seat in that assembly ; he enjoyed a 
peerage as his hereditary right. He could not therefore sit 
silent and hear the Earl talk of a servile majority ; and he 
was amazed that government had so long suffered themselves 
to be abused ; he hoped, however, they would no longer be 
patient under such a continued strain of invective, but would 
take the proper means to prevent it in future. 

His Lordship said, that the ministry would always have 
a majority, for the moment that opposition divided as a ma- 
jority, the present ministry would be no more. 

The Duke of Manchester said, he conceived, by what had 
dropped from the noble Lord on the woolsack, that some 
strange means were about to be taken in order to stop the 
mouths of those Lords who did not think it right to concide 
with every measure of administration ; but in spite of the 
threat thrown out by the learned Lord, he would persist in ar- 
raigning the King's servants, as long as they continued to act 
in so absurd and injurious a manner as they lately had done; 
and it was a matter of perfect indifference to him, whether 
they bore it patiently or not. It was sufficient tor him to 
be conscious that he discharged his duty to the public, . 

The question was then put on the motion, and it was ne- 
gatived without a division. 

The fourth motion, for an account of the extraordinaries, 
met the same fate ; and the fifth, relative to the four-pence 
per man per month, paid by every seaman towards the pay 
of a chapldln, aboard those ships which have not borne chap- 
iains, was agreed to without a division. 

As soon as this business was over, the order of the day 
for tho House to resolve itself Into a committee to consider 

A a 3 of 
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of the state of the nation, was read, when the Duke of Rich' 
tnond acquainted their Lordships, that it was then much tto 
late to go into the order of the day. He would not therefbre 
trouble them to go into a committee, but just open shortly 
what he meant to Submit to their consideration ; which was 
merely to move an addresss to his Majesty, reporting gene- 
rally from the documents on the table what appeared to be 
the state of the nation, and humbly to pray his Majesty to 
adopt such measures in consequence of that report, as be in 
his wisdom should think fit. 

His Grace moved, that the further inquiry into the state of 
the nation be deferred to April 7. Agreed to, 
:.. . April 1, 2, and 3. 

No Debates, Adjourned to the (}th, 
April 6. 

: Private business. 

April 7' 
. The House in committee on the state of the nation. 

The Duke of Richmond rose, and preceded the grounds of 
Jhis intended motion witli desiring, that if any noble Lttrd 
had any proposition to offer to the committee, he would 
then move it, as his intention was, in case no.othcfr Pto 
gave an intimation of his wishing to prosecute the inquiry 
into the state of the nation further, to close it, by offering 
to their Lordships consideration an address to his Majesty, 
founded upon what their Lordships had come to the know- 
ledge of, in the course of the committee's sitting. No Lord 
answering, his Grace said, he had to thank the House for 
the great candour with which he had been heard in (he pro- 
gress of tUe inquiry, and to give his reasons for winding up 
the whole by such an address as he had mentioned. He said, 

• the inquiry was highly necessary, as it had produced a cir- 
cumstantial recital of very interesting information; and after 
shewing the beneficial consequences which the nation had 
reaped from their Lordships having so patiently and properly 
attended to the various parts of it which had been agitated, 

. urged the propriety of closing it at present. 

The Duke said, he had for a long time observed, that it 
was the object of government to enslave America, and to 
exercise a degree of tyranny over that extensive continelit, 
entirely repugnant to the spirit of the British constitution, 
and directly opposite to every idea of liberty which could 
possibly be entertained by a free people. That this object 
was sometimes prosecuted with unremitting rigour, some- 
times 
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times with % sort of relaxation y but that the latter was ob- 
viously meant to enable those who directed the design to re- 
new their attempt to enslave America with more violence, 
and with a better prospect of success. That conscious of 
the influence of administration, and convinced that it would 
be in vain to oppose their measures, he had for one whole 
session absented himself from Parliament. Aware, how- 
ever, from the ^rst, that the attempt to deprive America of 
her freedom mrght terminate in the ruin of Great Britain, 
when he found such measures adopted as tended to accelerate 
that ruin, he thought it his duty to make one cfFort to let the 
people see th^ir danger, ai\d to judge for themselves of the 
wisdom or the wickedness of those who had loaded the na- 
tion with so heavy a calamity as the American war. The 
very idea of forcing America back to subjection, and con- 
quering the thirteen provinces, was so absurd, that the eyes 
of all Europe had been provoked to regard the attempt as 
impossible. To carry on a war at such a distance as Ameo- 
^ ca was situated from Britain, to transport an army of 40,000 
*" men across so extensive a sea as the Atlantic, and to suppose 
it possible to victual that anny by sending it. provisions from 
Europe, was, considered altogether, a project unparalleled 
in history, and so improbable to be successfully practised, 
that every nation, in the least conversant with the art of 
war, confessed their admiration of the lunatic scheme. He 
begged their Lordships to consider, that the acts of madmen 
created admiration, as well as the acts of the sensible. It 
was as natural to wonder that any man should dare attempt 
what was highly probable to end in his ruin, as it was to be 
surprised at those bold efforts which nothing but the most so- 
lid judgment and the most serious wisdom could dictate. His 
Grace said, he had joined in the admiration confessed by all 
the world, and finding (as he had with others supposed) that 
the attempt to conquer America would fail, he had thought 
it necessary to move an inquiry into the state of the nation, 
that their Lordships might, if it were possible, adopt such 
measures as were likely to avert the ruin which threatened 
the kingdom, as well in consequence of the vast loss of men 
and money which the American war had occasioned, and the 
jJtill greater waste of both which must take place if it were 
continued, as on account of the extravagant and prodigal 
manner in which the public money had been exr^^nded in al- 
most every department of the state, and the debilitated and 
almost irretrievable condition of the army and navv. 

Aa4 The 
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; The inquiry, the Duke declared, had been of singular 
advantage to the nation ; and he was exceedingly happy to 
ftfedTthat it had met with the universal approbation of all 
ranks of people. Another circumstance which gave him 
great pleasure was, that the conduct of it had been approved 
of by their Lordships, who had in no one instance expressed 
their dislike of the manner of agitating the various que- 
stions introduced either by other Lords, or which he had the 
honouff to open to the committee; the only objections made 
to either, amounting, .not to a denial of the resolutions of 
fact offered to their consideration (which had been on all 
$idcs allowed to be truisms), but merely tp an argument of 
the inexpediency of carrying such resolutions just at that 
prarticular period of time. Having premised this, his Grace 
proceeded to recapitulate the various parts of the inquiry 
i^hiich had been brought before their Lordships, and repeated 
the inforniation which had been adduced relative* to the state 
of Ae -army at home^ the state of the army in America, the 
state of Ihe navy, the losses of the merchants in consequence 
of tlie ^captures by the American privateers, and the prodiga- 
lity of different departments of government as to their mode 
of contraoting'for the transport service, providing rum, &c« 
.&c. for the troops in America. 

•After dwelling for a considerable time on every point 
which had been agitated during the sitting of the com- 
mittee, and shewing that it was of the utmost impor- 
tance for the nation to beware of its danger, and to know that 
the war, if finished immediately, had cost them twenty-four 
millions, and if continued one year longer, must necessarily 
cost them nine millions more; his Grace said, he thought 
the propositions authorised to be sent out to America, under 
the last acts, and which had been a year or two since made 
without effect, would now prove a fruitless endeavour to 
conciliate the two countries, although various opportunities 
had offered themselves when terms might have been proposed 
with success. He closed his speech with urging their Lord- 
ships to save the loss of rrtore lives, deeming it the first duty 
oi humanity, and producing the copy of an address to his 
Majesty, which he thought the present situation of affairs 
warranted ; he begged, however, that it might not be ar- 
gued against it,- that it drew conclusions without premises, be- 
cause the resolutions offered to th^ committee by himself, and 
other Lords, would have been the premises, had they been 
allowed to have been carried. Their Lordships well knew 
8 that 
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that the facts which the address alluded to had been proved^ 
they .could not therefore say it was ill-founded. 

Having premised that the address was necessarily long^die 
Duke read it to. the conmiittee. 

The following is a copy of it : 

That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, to 
inform his Majesty, that in the serious ^ituatiop in which we 
found public affairs at the opening of this session of Parlia- 
ment, this House thought it an indispensible duty to take in- 
to consideration the state of the nation. 

That we have examined in a committee of the whole 
House, a great number of returns, accounts, and papers^ 
i*especting the forces both by land and sea, which have been 
employed in North America during the three years respec* 
tively that the present civil war has continued. 

That we have also inquired into the number of lives which 
have been lost in this unhappy contest. 

That we have considered the advantages which have been 
gained, and th^ disadvantages which have been suffered b^ 
bis Majesty's armies, and those of his allies ; the progreu 
which his been made, and what yet remains to be done, to*- 
wards reducing by force of arms the thirteen, revolted piti- 
vinces in North America. 

That we have further considered the present state bf his 
Majesty's forces in that part of the world ; how far they are 
defacicnt from what they were in the course of the last cam- 
paign ; and how it may be possible to render them adequate 
to the reduction of the colonies by force of arms. 

That we have informed ourselves of the number of old 
corps, and of their strength, which are left in Great Bri- 
tain, Ireland, Gibraltar, Minorca, and the West Indies, for 
the security of these several parts of the empire. 

That we have also weighed the resources which may be 
expected from the new levies his Majesty has thought proper 
to direct ; how far it may be safe to spare any mofe of ' tRe 
old corps, or how far the ftew levies, as yet only raising, 
can be a recruit for the artny in North America. i 

That we have given much attention to^the state o£ the ha- 
vy, at all times the great bulwark of defence for these king- 
doms, but particularly so while so great a part of X)ur land 
forces, and those of our allies, are on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

That we have examined respectable merchants upon »/h, 
as to the losses sustained by the people of Great 2::^'^ 
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from captures made by the Americans, and touching the 
effects which the present war has upon the commerce of this 
kingdom. 

That we have considered the expences already incurred, 
and those which necessarily attend the further prosecution of 
this war. 

To assure his Majesty, that in the investigation of these 
various, great, and extensive objects, we have spared no 
pains to obtain just and true information ; that our inquiries 
have been conducted with that temper and fairness, which 
is most likely to obtain truth, to produce wise counsel', and 
to give weight to our oprnionf?. 

That as it is our peculiar province to watch over the con- 
duct of his Majesty's ministers, and to lay before his Ma- 
jesty such salutary opinions as the exigency of affairs may 
require, we are necessitated to offer his Majesty the following 
dutiful representation, resulting from facts, as they have ap- 
peared to us in this great inquiry. 

That according to the returns laid before this House, the 
effective numbers of his Majesty's land forces in North 
, America in 1774, consisted of six thousand eight hundred 
and eighty -four men ; in 1 TT5^ of eleven thousand two hun- 
dred and nineteen men ; in 1776, of forty-five thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-five men ; in 1/77? of forty-eight 
thousand six hundred and sixteen men. 

That these forces had the assistance of a very great and 
-well appointed train of artillery. 

That in the course of the said years, there were employed 
no less than eighty -three men of war and armed vessels, 
whose complement of men amounted to twenty-two thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-seven. 

That no grants were spared by Parliament to enable his 
Majesty's ministers to render these armaments as complete 
and effectual as possible ; and certainly this country never 
sent out a greater or more respectable force. 

But great and respectable as it was, yet after three yeart 
trial and various successes (among which have been victories 
obtained by his Majesty's troops over the chief American 
army), the acquisitions we have made consist only in two 
6pen towns, difficult to be maintained, and a few islands on 
the coast, while all the continental parts of Rhode Island, 
New York, Pcnsylvania, and the whole provinces of New 
. Hampshire, Massachusets Bay, Connecticut, the three 

counties 



A. 1778- D E B A T E S. 363 

counties on Delaware^ Maryland, Virginia, North Caroltna, 
SoiJth Carolina, and Georgia, still remain to be subdued. 

That there have been sent from Great Britain upwards 
of sixty thousand land forces, and twenty-two thousand sea- 
men. 

That the loss of men by death, desertion, or otherwise, 
iTi North America, according to the last returns laid before 
this House, had in the land forces amounted to nineteen 
thousand three hundred and eightyone, besides five thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-six prisoners, • and that there 
were at that time four thousand six hundred and thirty-nine 
sick. 

That the loss in the navy appeared to have been four thou- . 
sand three hundred and fourteen men ; so ths^t there had been 
already lost to this country, at the time when those returns 
were sent to England, no less than twenty-nine thousand and 
thirty-one men, exclusive of the sick. 

That it appeared that the remains of the army divided in 
Philadelphia, New York, Rhode Island, and Canada, con<» 
sisted all together of nO more than thirty-six thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-one men, fit for duty, oflBcers included. 

That to recruit this army to what it was last year, will 
require a reinforcement of at least eleven thousand eight bun*- 
dred and eighty-five regular old troops. 

That the numbers in old corps in Great Britain, Ireland, 
Gibraltar, and Minorca, together with the new levies which 
are raising, appear to us, on a full examination of all the va- 
rious services, to be such as not to render it in any degree 
prudent or safe to remove any part of the said troops to 
America, at a time when so great a part of our land and sea 
force is already in that remote part of the world, at too 
great a distance to assist this country in case of a sudden 
emergency. 

That it appeared that the navy in North America would 
also want a very great reinforcement of ships and men. 

That from this view of things we are led to conclude, 
that if the whole force in North America (which for these 
last two years has been so greatly superior to what there 
seems to be any possibility of making it in the course of this 
year) has made so little impression towards the reduction of 
the provinces by arms, at a time when they were very defi- 
cient in military preparations of all sorts, had neither money, 
grms; ammunition, magazines, cloathing, discipline, or go- ^ 

vermuent ; 
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.veniment ; ' when the assistance they might receive from fo- 
reign nations was far less than it has been since, and is likely 
to be in future, by the avowed part which France has taken , 
it is not reasonable to suppose that they may now be reduced 
by a force, which we cannot make even equal to that which 
has failed under circumstances in every respect more fa- 
vourable. 

That with regard to our naval strength in Europe, it ap- 
pears, that far from being in that respectable condition 
which it has often been officially represented by the first Lord 
of the admiralty in the course of this session, that* essential 
part of our strength is no ways answerable to the vast sums 
expended on it, or to the various and extensive services 
which it may be called very shortly to fulfil. 

That the value of the captures made by the Americans on 
the merchants of Great Britain, amounts to upwards of two 
millions six hundred thousand pounds. 

That the African trade is almost annihilated, -having suf- 
fered a diminution of no less than one million four hundred 
thousand pounds per annum. 

That the West India islands are much distressed, and that 
the great increased price of many essential articles of trade, 
and particularly of naval stores and insurance, are such a bur- 
then on the commerce of this kingdom as must greatly affect 
its prosperity. 

That the expences on account of this war, over and above 
the ordinary high expence of a peace establishment, as it 
has been voted of late years, would, with the extraordinary 
charges not yet provided for, amount t6 near twenty-four 
millions, if peace was instantly concluded 5 but if the Ame- 
rican war alone is continued only for one campaign more, the 
ad,ditional expence will probably amount to nine millions, 
making in all thirty-three millions expended in this contest. 
Such an increase of debt, the interest of which is equal to 
the net prpduce of the land tax at three shillings in the 
pound, added to our former burthens, will, we fear, with 
our diminished trade, be difficult for this country to support 
with national faith. 

That we have made some inquiry into the manner in 
which certain parts of this enormous expenditure have been 
conducted ; and we are sorry to find, that the mode of con- 
tracting and engaging for the transports and supplies of the 
army has been unusual and prodigal, and such as affords 
ground for suspicion of corrupt management. 

That 
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That the state of public credit is truly alarming. The 
small decrease of the national debt, amounting scarcely to 
ten millions in the course of fifteen years of peace, bears no 
proportion to the vast increase in times of war. It requires 
no calculations to prove, that a debt continually augment- 
ing, must end in a manner we are unwilling to think onJ 
The national debt has increased an hundred millioii in the 
memory of many of us. The natural period, and inevitable 
consequence of this system^ appears to be at hand. As one 
principal foundation of credit is a conlidence in govern- 
ment, we have much to apprehend under ministers who have 
justly forfeited the good opinion of the nation. The want 
of confidence, complicated with effects of this enormous, 
and enormously growing debt, appears from t.he low state of 
the public funds ; and from the discredit of the new loan, 
which sells considerably under par, although the terms given 
this year for six millions are higher than those which were' 
given for twelve millions in 1761, in the seventh year of a 
war with the House of Bourbon, and although we have hi- 
therto had no foreign war whatsoever. 

That from this melancholy state of facts, we see it impos- 
sible to carry on the present system of reducing America by 
force of arms. 

That we conceive this impossibility not to have arisen 
from the accidents of this war, but to result from the very 
course of nature; to be the necessary consequence of an at- 
tempt to reduce to servitude a numerous people, united in 
the defence of their liberties, in a distant, extensive, and 
strong country. . 

That we conceive that his Majesty, and the Parliament, 
could not have been induced to prosecute so fatal a war, but 
from the misled information they received of the dispositioi^ 
of the people in America, of their disunion, and of the possi- 
bility of reducing them, by force of arms, to unconditional 
Mibmission, and to the acknowledgment of the supreme au- 
thority of Parliament, before a complaint even of just griev- 
ances should be listened to. 

That it was the peculiar duty of his Majesty's ministers 
to procure correct information on matters of such high im- 
portance, and to have laid the whole of such information 
before his Majesty and before Parliament, previous to their 
proposing such steps as have led us into our present calami- 
tous situation. 

That 
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That we cannot )>ut lament, t|iat wlien propositions of a 
similar nature to those lately proposed and, ^nactedy werpr 
three years ago repeatedly offered to Parliament . ii]i both 
Houses, his Majesty's ministers^ the very men who now, 
have advised greater concessions, did, upon delusive argu-> 
ments, and false representations, prevail on Parliament to 
reject those propositions at a time when they would proba- 
bly have been successful, and might have prevented the t>ro- 
digal and, we fear, fruitless waste of so much treasure, and 
the still more to be lamented effusion of so much blood. 

That under these circumstances we can give his Majesty^ 
no other advice, than instantly to withdraw his fleets and 
armies from the thirteen/ revolted provinces, where they arc 
decaying and wasting ; where they subsist with difficulty-; 
cost immense sums of money ; can answer no good purpose, 
particularly at this time, when they are much wanted, for 
our security at home; to effectuate conciliation with tlieco« 
lonies, on such terms as may preserve their good-wiil, on the 
preservation of which the future greatness of this nation may 
in a great measure depend. 

That the armaments long since preparing in the ports of 
France and iSpain, and the late declaration of the French am- 
bassador, although natural, are melancholy consequences of 
the measures which have been pursued, and make it indis- 
pensably, necessary to view our situation in a new light; thai 
we are no longer to consider ourselves as contending solely 
for dominipn over others ; we are to look to our own safety ; 
we are to rescue, if possible, what remains of this empire 
from the further effects of those measures by which it ha? 
been reduced to its actual limits. And as we apprehend that 
the present calamities have arisen in a great degree from the 
degeneracy of the times, and a departure from the true princi- 
ples and spirit of pur constitution, it would be highly expe- 
dient to endeavour at some sober well digested plan of public 
reformation, in order to restore the ancient morals, and re- 
vive Ae original character of this nation. 

That we think it our duty, on offering to his Majesty this 
unhappy, but true representation of the state of hi& domi- 
nions, to express our indignation at the conduct of his Ma- 
jesty's ministers, who have caused it ; who, by abusing bis 
confidence, have tarnished the lustre of his crown ; who, by 
their unfortunate counsels, have dismembered his empire, 
wasted the public treasures, sunk the public credit, impaired 
the commerce of his kingdoms, disgraced his Majesty's arras, 
- . , and 
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and weakened his naval power, the pride and bulwark of 
this nation ; whilst by delaying to reconcile the diflerence 
which they had excited amongst his people, they have suffer- 
ed such an alliance to take place, between the former sub- 
jects and the ancient rivals of Great Britain, and have neitker 
taken measures to prevent, tior formed alliances to counter- 
act so fatal an union. 

That in this calamitous, although they trust not desperate 
situation of public affairs, this House reposes its ultimate - 
hope in his Majesty's paternal goodness. That we have no 
doubt that he will look back to the principles, both political 
and constitutional, which gave rise to the Revolution, from 
whence we have derived the happiness of being governed 
by Princes of his illustrious House. That he will reflect on 
the examples of his predecessors from that auspicious period, 
during which the prosperity, the opulence, the power, the 
temtory, and the renown of his throne and nation have 
flourished and increased beyond all example. That he will 
particularly call to mind the circumstances of his accession to 
the Crown, whert betook possession of an inheritance so full 
of glory, and of the trust of preserving it in all its lustre. 
That deeply affected with these considerations, he will be. 
graciously pleased to put an end to a system, too well under- 
stood in its nature, and too sorely felt in its effects, which by 
the hearts of wicked men has prevailed in his court and ad- 
ministration, and which, if suffered to continue, will com- 
plete the miseries which have l^egun ; and leave nothing in 
this country which can do honour to his government, or make 
the name of an Englishman a matter of that pride and dis- 
tinction, in which his Majesty and his subjects had so much 
reason to glory in former happy times. 

Lord fVeymouth said he would Oppose the address; the grea- 
ter part of it, he said, consisted of resolutions which had al- 
ready been submitted to the opinion of their Lordships, and 
had been rejected by a considerable majority ; that the very 
same reasons operated for negativing these resolutions when 
thrown into the form of an address. The noble Duke had 
said, that no one Lord had denied the truth of each of tlie 
-resolutions when urged, that therefore it was allowed on all 
sides that they were truisms*; in this point he could not 
agree with the noble Duke; it was true the resolutions were 
not controverted when offered, but it by no means followed 
that they were admitted as facts ; before that could be done, 
it would have been necessary for their Lordships to have in- 
vestigated them with a much larger share of care and time 

than 
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than they had bestowed on them ; that, in^ fact, the^r^'tvere 
deemed inexpedient to* be agreed to, even if they- had, hgift 
well founded, and therefore their real foundation in fact Mt 
not been considered, and consequently it was not to be-'pftks 
sinned thattheir Lordships were convinced of their beingtrtiei; 
The prayer of the address which the noble Duke had^movDil 
was of two parts ; the one desiring his Majesty to withdraw 
the troops and fleet from America; the other desiring his 
Majesty to dismiss his ministry. Both of these points had be« 
fore been agitated, and both of them had been rejected, 
by the previous question having been moved upon them, «ad 
carried. With regard to the first, the same arguments wctc 
still in force as had been urged against itljefore, viz. the im- 
policy of the measure, and the improbability that America 
would treat about terms of conciliation, when this country 
had, by an act of her own, given her to understand tbar we 
despaired of conquest. Another reason which now very 
pbwerfuUy spoke against it was, our situation with France; 
a situation which rendered the smallest hint of our conscious^ 
ness of being incapable of resisting an attack highly imjirur 
dent ; and as there was not any real occasion to sup)>o6e our- 
selves in so defenceless a state as the noble Duke had alleged, 
it was still more imprudent to give room for any such- sus- 
picion. 

Besides, it was one of the first prerogatives of the Crown, 
to have the disposing and directing of the naval and military 
force of the kingdom ; but if their Lordships should agree k) 
the address, it would deeply afTect the acknowledged rigte 
the King lias over his fleets and arinies, and of course be^a 
direct invasion of the executive power. 

With regard to the other object of the prayer, (the dismis- 
sion of the ministry), it might be thought rather indelicate 
for him, who was in some measure a party concerned, to 
speak to it ; as those, however, who knew him, he trusted 
would believe him, when he declared, his employment was 
the last object of his consideration ; he shouldSiot hesitate to 
repeat that it would be an act of violent injustice, to conve}*^ 
to the King so severe a censure upon his servants, before they 
had been heard speak in their defence. He added, that it %ras 
the King's prerogative to appoint his" own servsmts; chat if 
they were guilty of any misconduct, they we.re open to pub- 
lic inquiry ; and if convicted upon competent proof, wpre 
certainly objects of parliamentary complaint, and of )>tfpKa- 
mentary |>rayer for removal. It had been said, did xninifters 
consider their places as their freeholds ? Did they holdthem 

•as 
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$$ a maltek' of right ? Did they deem their disihlssioh front 
employmcBt « t»unishment ? Ceruinly no^ The King^ whd 
telloured thiem wij:h hid comihatids^ couidj Whenever he 
pltased, dispense with their services ; and when. his Majesty 
ibought proper to do so, nO one ihiember of administration 
woald think himself punished. 

Earl of Chatham, His Lordship began by lamenting^ that 
his bodily infirmities had so long, and especially at so impor« 
tant a crisis, prevehted his attendance on^the duties of par- 
liament. He declared that he had made an effort almost be- 
yond the powers of his (constitution to come down to the 
House on this day (perhaps the last time his should ever be 
able to enter its Walls,) toexpress the indignation he felt at an 
idea which he understood was gone forth) of yielding up the 
lovereignty of America ! 

My Lords, continued he^ I rejoice tliat the grave has not 
cloted upon me ; that I am still alive to lift up my voic6 
against the dismemberment of this ancient and most noble 
monarchy ! Press 'd down as I am by the hand of inlii mity^ 
I am little able to assist my country in tliis most perilous con« 
juncture ; but, my Lords, while 1 have sense and memory, I 
will never consent to deprive the royal offspring of the House 
of Brunswick) the heirs of the Princess Sophia, of their 
fairest inheritance. Where is the man that will dare to advise 
isuch a measure ? My Lords, his* Majesty succeeded to an 
empire as great in extent as its reputaiion was unsullied. 
Shall we tarnish the lustre of this nation by an ignominious 
surrender of its rights and fairest possessions ? Shall this great 
kingdom, that has survived whole and entire the Danish de« 
predatiotis, the Scottish inroads, a;id the Norman conquest '; 
that has stood the threatened invasion of the Spanish Armada, 
now fall prostrate before the House of Bourbon ? Surely, my 
Lords^ this nation is no longer what it was! Shall a people 
that> seventeen years ago^ was the terror of the world, now 
stoop so low as to tell its ancient inveterate enemy, take all 
we have, only give u& peace ? It is impossible! 

I wage war with no man, or set of men — I wish for none 
of ihtir employments ; nor would I co-operate with men who 
ttill persist in unretracted error $ or who, instead of acting on 
a firm decisive line of conduct^ halt between two opinions, 
where there is no middle path. In God's name, if it is abso- 
lutely necessary to declare either for peace or war, and the 
fanner cannot be preserved with honouri why is not the lat- 
ter commenced without hesitation? I am not, I cojife^s, well 
informed of the xesource& of this kingdom ; but I trust it has 
Vol. IX B b still 
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still sufficient to raaintain its just rights, though I know tbem 
not — But^ my Lords^ any state is better than despair. Let 
us at least make one effort ; and if we must. fall, let us fall 
like men ! 

[When his Lordship sat down^ Earl Temple said to him* 
You forgot to mention what we talked of— ^-Sh^I I get up ? 
Lord Chatham replied, No, noj; I will dp it by and byj! 

The Duke of Richjnond. The noble Viscount objected to 
the address ; because the matter contained in it has ahfcaMiy 
received a negative ; and because th^ facts, though not con* 
trovertpd, were not proved. The noble Viscount must hahVt 
totally forgot ; for the propositions were not uegativedv .l)ut 
postponed ; the very mode of getting rid of them proved it« 
If they had been negatived, the noble Viscount w&Il knpwf 
that they could not be offered to yoilr Lordships' consider9|ipn 
a second time in the course of the samje session. The truth 
is, my Lords, that the propositions were acjcnowledged to. b^ 
so many truisms, but not proper to be assented to $ because sucb 
an assent would contain a full parliamentary acknowledgment 
of the ver)' weak and defenceless state of the nation. The 
lime is past when such an argument^ if it ever deserved Sk;Qy 
attention, cannot avail. France has already declared her in* 
. temions ; the facts are before the public. I might with great 
justice add, France knew them long before they were either 
known or acknowledged in this House. But^ my Lords, the 
true motives for postponing to resolve them at one timcj or 
for not admitting them now, is come out. They were early 
foretold by a learned Lord [Camden}— He prophesied, that 
when the ultimate measure came to be pointed out, the House 
would have no premises to proceed on. The facts were> that 
such was the state of our army, navy, &c. that we could oo 
longer carry on the Wlar in America with any .prospect of sue* 
cess ; and that the present calamitous situation of this coun* 
try was occasioned by the ignorance and misconduct of mini- 
sters.. The first of these would be a foundation for withdraw- 
ing the troops ; the last would be a sufficient ground for the 
removal of ministers. This was the prediction of the noble and 
learned Lord ; and such is the conduct of the noble Viscount. 
Without facts, the House could not come to a conclusion. 
The last point, as to the matters of fact spoken to by the 
noble Viscount, exactly corresponds with the other. . The 
noble Viscount tells you, that although the facjts were nQt 
controverted, they were by no means admitted. I appeail (o 
your Lordships whether this was or was not the case ; aqd 
whether^ ia almost every insunce^ chey ^ere not adHUUcd^& 

■-"-■■■ "•■■"■ so 
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fco many truishis ? But even tbo' the noble Visconht could 
jnot suppoxt this assertion on the ground he has taken it up 
on, would It not be a fair logical inference to presume, that 
in so solemn an investigation as tloat of an inquiry into thc^ 
State of the nation, when m3tters of the first rate consequence 
caine in proof, and that from documents lying on your Lord- 
ships' table, that whatever was contained in those documents 
was admitted, because it was not controverted ? 

The noble Viscount says, the prayer of the proposed ad- 
dress consists of two parts. It recommends that our fleets and 
armies be withdrawn from the towns and coasts of the thir- 
teen revolted provinces, and for the removal of ministers. I 
grant it ; but, says the noble Viscount, the first is a very- 
improper restriction on the royal prerogative. His Majesty 
ought to be left to his own determination ; it is to be presumed 
that he will act with suitable wisdom and propriety in direct- 
ing and employing the force of the state entrust d to his care. 
The second, recommending a removal of his ministers, is 
equally improper, and contains besides a charge against mi- 
nisters, and recommends condemnation, without the partiei 
being permitted to be heard in their own defence. Now I to« 
tally differ from the noble Viscount, that recommending to 
withdraw the troops implies any restriction whatever. It on- 
ly relates to a matter of state, and does not, in the most re- 
mote degree, tend to tie up the hands of the Sovereign. Hi» 
Majesty may station or send the troops to any part of the world 
he pleases : the advice simply relates to the employing them in 
hostilities against the revolted colonies. The noble Viscount's 
argument relative to the removal of ministers, is no less ill 
supported : he presumes, that removal imports accusation j 
and that ignorance or misfortune amounts to criminality^ 
I am sure he cannot be serious, because the contrary has 
been the constant language of ministers and their friends since 
the Commencement of the present inquiry. If, then, inability 
or misfortune are not criminal, a removal on those grounds 
cannot import accusation, much less condemnation. But^ 
my Lords, independent of this, I can see nothing in the 
arguments I will allow, if removal amounted to the same 
thing as a bill of pains and penalties, the charge should be 
carefully made and fully proved ; but is that the case at 
l)resent? Ministers, though they are the King's servants, ars 
likewise the servants of the public. The King himself is to 
be considered in that li^ht; he is the first, but he is nevertheri 
li^s no more than the first magistrate. If, therefore', Parlia, 
n\ehlai)d'tht'j>e6ple^ whose servants mmistcr's iaire, di^ppr'ove 
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of their conduct, it is tlie duty,' as U bugfit tb be the v^'ish df 
the King^ to dismiss them from their places and emplo^y- 
ments. The noble Viscount says, that chiirges should be ac^ 
companied with proofs. If he Waiils proofs of incapacity', 
I believe your Lordships have been amply furnished with 
them in the course of the inquiry. If any more arc wanting^ 
look to the present perilous situation of this country. 

Tlie noble Earl who spoke last, for whose person and opi- 
nions I entertain the highest veneration and esteem, thinlts 
that the interest and honour of this country unite in obIiffin{^ 
us to hazard every thing in securing the dependency of the 
colonies ; and,' as a ground of what we are able to do> re- 
. minds uSx of what we have formerly achieved. Not one df 
^yaur Lordships has a more grateful memory of the services 
^performed for his country, by that noble Lord, than I have: 
; [Be raised its glory, reputation, and successes to an height 
, jiever before experienced by any other nation, His^Lord- 
ship's name (I beg his pardon for mentioning it) the nariie 
of Chatham, will ever be dear to Englishmen ; but wheto I 
grant this, I am convinced that the name of Chatham is not 
able to perform impossibilities ; and that even high and re*- 
pectable as it is, I do not think that the present state of th!s 
country by any means accords with what it was when the 
noble Lord was called to direct our councils. Onr finances 
were then in a riiost flourishing state, through the abilities 
. and indefatigable zeal of that truly great man and able finan* 
' cier, Mr. Pelhara ; our fleet was in a most respectable con- 
dition, and under the direction of a most able naval officer, 
and noble member of this House [late Lord Anson.] The 
influence of the Crown had not yet got to the alarming and 
dangerous height it has since arrived at. We had, for the 
most part of the war, but France singly to contend with ; 
\znA when Spain took a part against us, France was exhausted 
to the lowest ebb; her navy was almost annihilated ; and 
; the principal part of her colonies in the new world wrested 
from her, and in our possessidn. We had then America for 
'us: we have now America against us ; instead of Great 
" Britain and America against France and Spain, it will now 
"be France, Spain, and America against Great Britain. If 
i the noble Lord had indeed pointed out the means of siipport- 
' ing ourselves in such an unequal contest, I should readily 
.acquiesce in his Lordship's sentiments j but as his Lordship. 
. has i^ot only omitted to point out the means, but has ^c- 
' kiK)wledged;that he knows them not, I presume he wiUcx- 
.'cysc tnV, if I adheif^'t'o my iorttitt opinlbu. I am as ready 

as 



as 9^ny,.mao»,to acknowledge and repeat^ that the noble Earl 
Garried .the gipxy of the nation to an higher pitch than had 
b^n ]kiiown at any former period ; but if his Lordship were 
tp come in now, he,WQuId cpme in under very difierent cir- 
cuinstances^ . .! 

.- My Lords,, there, is not a person present who more sincere- 
ly wishes that America should remain dependent on this coun-. 
try, than I do ; but as I am convinced that it is now totally 
impracticable, Iam;aoxiQus to retain them as allies, because, 
if they are ^t oql jfrms of friendship with us, they must ne- 
.cesiarily throw theimselves into the arms of France ; and if 
we go to. war wji^h prance on account of her late treaty, the 
colonies will Ic^. upon themselves bound in honour to assist 
ien !What prospect of success have we ? We have lost 
XlyOOO^roen in the .course of the last campaign. Our peace 
establishment is between five and six thousand short of it$ 
complement. Make l;bis up out of the new corps, or send all 
nthCrnew corps to America to repair the losses of the last cam- 
paign.; is there one of your Lordships, or a single minister 
{^resent, wjbo will rise and say, that there is the least prospect 
of supposing, that raw undisciplined troops will be able to ef« 
icct what veterans could not ? It is absurd to expect success 
though you had no power but America to contend with. 
But if appearances were more favourable, how can money 
be raised ? You are now obliged to borrow money in the 
third year of a war, at a higher premium than you were in the 
seventh year of the late war, attended with this circymstance 
too, that the loan was then twelve, whereas it is now six mil- 
lions ; and yet, high as the premium is, the subscribers are 
considerable losers ; so considerable, that an application has 
been talked of to Parliament to indemnify them for their 
losses. 

The noble Earl, as a reason for inducing your Lordships to 

go to war, talks of the injustice that must follow to the inhe- 

rent rights of the heir apparent and his brother, by disposing 

of their American patrimony. lam ready to assist the noble 

Liord, not in endeavouring to recover what I deem, now to- 

.. tally impracticable, (I mean by force of arms), but' iii' calling 

• to a severe account, those who have been the cause of the 

loss of their inheritance. ^ Much has 1)een, said, in a former 

di^iate, of the provocation given by France, on account of 

■- h^r conduct respecting America, to prove, that we are com- 

.jpelled to.reseyit it io the most spirited ^d direct manner. 

-j^faiu?^." ElizabeiJi, it was' wdlkAOwn, openly abetted the revolt 

vi>A:^^^£^^^^^^I^l<^4$« in the rjrign of Pbilib tbe Se« 
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cond, and assisted them for a series of years^ with men an^ 
money. Philip, far from resenting it, scarcely seemed td 
take the least notice. His hands were tlien sufficiently full ; 
and he never looked upon himself bound| cither in honour 
or poh'cy, to create more enemies than he was able to con« 
tend with ; and yet Philip was at that time the most power* 
ful prince in Europe. 

Earl Chatham rose to reply, but after two or three unsuc- 
cessful attempts to stand, his Lordship fell down in a swoon 
on his seat, and was immediately assisted by the Duke of 
Cumberland, and the Earls Temple, Stamford, &c. His. 
Lordship was removed into the Prince's chamber, and Dr, 
Brocklcsby, who happened to be near, immediately attended 
his Lordship, 

As soon as the confusion occasioned by this public cala- 
mity subsided, the Duke of Richmond tosc^ and after giving 
a warm testimony to tlic great political abilities and in- 
tegrity of the noble Earl, whose illness had caused the inter •« 
ruption of the debate, and acquainting their Lordships he had 
the pleasure to inform them, that the noble Earl's illness, 
though violent, he had reason to hope was but temporary^ 
and occasioned by weakness and the excessive heat of the 
House, he said he thought it would be better to adjourn the de- 
bate till the next day. The House unanimously agreed to it. 
Jpril 8. 

Lord Jf^eymouth presented a message from the King, \_Same 
as Was this day prescritedtu the House ofCorr^mons^ respecting 
a provis:(^:i for the King's children. 

Lord J fey mouth also moved an address, 

*^ To assure his Majesty, in the most dutiful manner, of the 
hearty zeal of that House to testify their earnest desire to 
concur in such measures as shall be most proper to assist his 
Majesry in his desire of making a competent provision for 
the honourable support and maimonance of his Majesty '5 
royal children, and ot the son and" daughter of his royal 
Hi.H;luicss the Duke of Gloucester.*' 

The address being agreed to nem, con, the house-tax bill 
was presented, read a first time, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time the next day. 

Earl of ^^^«^r observed that the bill was of importance, but 
pt least 5rospcrtiii.£; the manner in which it was drawn up, it was 
full of objectionable matter. He heard it contained several 
clauses Vliich were totally unnecessary to the professed objects 
pf it ; but whether a bill^whlch so nearly concerned the public 
%\ l^rgp ought or ought not t^ be suddenly hurried through f hp 
. . HousOj 
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Hbiise, he thought'that it would be decent, if not proper, to 
^stpone th«^ second reading for a day or two. 

Lord Onshkp replied, that it was necessary that the bill 
shbuld be passe^Kbefore the Easter recess, which could not 
he "dhe case if it was^t read a second time the next day ; the 
ultiinate consequence oT^hich would be, that the public crie- 
ditors would in the mean time have no security for the in- 
terest of the money which was to arise from this tax. 

Duke of Richmond sdiA^ there was but one method of get- 
ting rid of the difficulty that he knew of, that was, by ordei?- 
ing it to be printed. 

Lord Chancellor said, money bills were never debated itt 
that House, consequently to postpone the reading of them or 
move for the printing of them was totally unnecessary and un- 
Msual. They were the peculiar privilege of the other House. 
This House could not alter them, 

Duke oi Richmond replied, the Peers had a right to dissent 
from a money as well as any other bill ; that the claim now 86 
warmly maintained by the learned Lord had been often assert* 
cd by the House of Commons, but had been constantly re- 
sisted by the Lords; that this was the first day he had ever 
heard or read that such a claim Was acknowledged by any 
member in that House, much less from the woolsack did he 
expect to hear such doctrines, the guardian of its rights and 
privileges. It would, he believed, be a phenomenon in par- 
liamentary proceedings to seethe speaker of the other House 
rise in his place and make a formal surre|nder of the privileges 
of those who seated him there for the purpose of protecting 
and defending them. His Grace moved that the bill be printed. 

Lord fPeymouth said, there was no precedent for the print- 
ing a money bill. 

Earl Effingham moved, that the Lords' Journals of the 
year 1668 should be read ; and the same beingread according- 
ly, it appeared, that on a short notice, such as the present, a 
money bill was presented and passed, with this observation, 

that the same«hould not hereafter be drawn into precedent.'* 
Here, then, was the. fullest and most unequivocal proof that 
money bills were riot to be hurried through that House; and 
of the implied right the peers asserted of considering, alter* 
ing, and totally rejecting them, if they thought proper. 

Lord Weymouth denied that the precedent applied in the 
present instance, unless to establish the propriety of the present 
motion. The bill was brought up from the other House^ 
and passed by this in a hurry. That is the very thing now 
desired; The Lords, on the former pccasion^ f aiid, the sam^ 

«^ V^ B b 4 should 
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should not be drawn ink) precedent, that says no .more. tlnp 
%vhat the friends of the present -motion are willing teas* 
^uiesce in, yi^ 

Earl of Effingham observed, that the surveyors bad^a powar 
to oblige the occupiers of all houses to gobeforea magistrate^ 
and makeoath what the value of the houses sooccupied were t 
and that no exemption or reservation had be^ made, inthf 
bill for the peerage, 

The question was put on the printing of the bill, and par- 
ried in the negative without a (division. 

This business being finished, the Duke of Richmond rose, 
and having lamented in very warm terms the unlucky accident 
which had the preceding day caused the committee so suddenl)r 
to rise, he had the pleasure to inform their Lordships that th^ 
issue wa3 not likely to prove fatal in its consequences, as a]^. 
pearances at first seemed to threaten ; for he learned, since he 
, came into the House, that the noble Earl wasmuch better,arid 
that he was not without hopes of soon seeing his Lordship in 
his place, and of being in a capacity once more tQ serve his 
country by the performance of his duty in that House. 

His Grace then reminded their Lordships, after further ad- 
ditional congratulations on the subject of the prospect of the 
' lioble Earl's recovery, that his motive for resuming the subject 
of yesterday's debate was merely to give any of their LorA- 
■ ships who might desire it, an opportunity of speaking to the 
'^ulsstidn. He had himself so fully spoke to the several objects 
'"Which it involved, that he should not think of troubling thetn 
iagainV unless in reply, The motion itself was drawn up so 
•inuclrili. detail, that it called for very few arguments to sup- 
"poh it.'- On the whole, if any new matter should arise which 
might make his rising again necessary, he should do all in his 
power to give their Lordships such explanations as. the matter 
itkjjf might call for. Under this reservation he acquainted 
"their Lordships that he had at present po more to offer. 

Earl of 'i'M^«/r;jf began with pay ing very high compliments 
to rh^if Lordships, on the great attention shewn to the noble 
EHr^ [Chatham] who had been taken ill the preceding day. 
•Jie said their conduct, uppn that melancholy occasion, W^ 
5uth ci^s might be' naturally expected' from persons of their nkc 
' and generous feelings, and was worthy of the highest enco- 
miums. It was a mark of respect, as well as of humanity ^ to 
?idjourn the debate ; and for his part, looking upon himself tp 
be highly interested, in an event which so nearly concerned t(^ 
great man alluded to, he was greatly obliged to them. He 
confessed he w<iS'tnudh:4lanDed on the occasion, both on ac. 

cpun^t 
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c»aiittiHiis;pers0nad esteem- for-the noble Earl, and wba( 
was of more Gonsequeoce to their Lordships and the nation, 
the fatal consequence of the death of a peer, to whose wisdoniy 
abilities^ and happy and fortunate exertion of talents, this 
COBOtry Stood so highly indebted, and whose assistance would 
stthis perilous moment be so much wanting. He.assurcd 
their Lordships, that it would have been utterly impossible 
for him to have delivered his sentiments on the question be- 
fore the House at the time, he was so sensibly aH'ected ; nor 
could he have yet collected himself sufficiently to speak to thie 
.subject, if the cause which first prevented him had not been 
irexboved in a great measure ; the apprehension that the noble 
JEarl's illness was likely to prove fatal '• bis apprel^ensioQs 
"ivvtrr iu part removed, thank God, by an appearance of his 
i^rdship's being in a fair way of recovery. 
" His Lordship, by way of introduction, gave a particular 
account of his own sentiments respecting America, a^d.pf 
tfac^p^i^^ous steps he took before he finally made up hif uiin^ 
oh the subject. 

Hser was resolved to have the noble Earl's opinion, pure and 
H^nuine, unmixed with compliment, or biassed by any per- 
sonal regards. He accordingly forbore to hint his own opi- 
nion, till after the noble Earl had fully given and explained 
Jiis; and was much pleased to find, that it exactly coincided 
with what he had himself delivered in a debate a fpw days 
since in that House. He was no less surprized at the mat- 
ter, than the manner in which the noble Eiarl gave his senti- 
inents, considering his state of health ; so sound in argu- 
ment, so spirited, and at the same time, so replete with con- 
viction, that he protested, if he had before doubted, he must 
have come away confinned, or had he differed, must have 
become a convert. This interview took place before he last 
spoke on the subject, but he thought it would be unparlia- 
* mentary and unbecoming the respect he owed their Lord- 
ships, to trouble tlieni with the opinions of persons without 
^ doors. He acknowledged . it gave him great pleasure to 
.have- his opinion confirmed by so high an authority ; and he 
. thought it proper, before he proceeded minutely to consider 
the several parts of the question, to make this general decla- 
ration, that after maturely considering the quesiiou in every 
. possible point of view, he was perfectly satisfied and fully 
.^convinced that America was not lost, and that a war, was in- 
, ricyitable. If the result of his inquiries on both those points 
. Jiad led him to^dopt a contrary opinion, or had altered iiis 
.()r^sei^t oue^he.WQuld h^vcingeayou^ly recanted, and that' in 
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as open and explicie a manner as he delivered his origiiud 
fentiments, which he found himself obliged to adhere to. 

After passing the highest compliments on the abilities, pa- 
triotism, and vigour of mind of the nOblc-Earl, his Lordship 
proceeded. He laid it down, as the basis of every thing he 
was going to offer, what fell from him in a former debat^ 
** That the moment Great Britain acknowledged the sove- 
reignty or independency of America, her sun was set ; and 
that he thought in his conscience a war with France was un- 
avoidable." 

He confessed he differed from the majority of his nearest 
friends in this opinion. He differed from those with whort 
he lived and conversed'; with those who stood in the firmest 
bands of intimacy and friendship with him. He differed from 
those who lived under the same roof with him. He had re- 
ceived private letters from his acquaintances ; from annofny* 
mous correspondents. He had been advised, intreated, sdbth- 
cd, admonished. He had been .warned of the perilous ground 
he stood on. He had been told, what, will you join with thfe 
destroyers and betrayers of your country ? Will you accept of 
a place, or join in administration who have already proved, 
in such a variety of instances, their wickedness and imbeci- 
lity ? Will you trust where you.bave been already betrayed ? 
Will you hazard your own honour and safety ; your reputa- 
tion ; nay, the very existence of this country, to your own 
opinion ? These, my Lords, form but an imperfect picture of 
the vsolicitations, warnings, dissuasives, and motives, that have 
been urged to induce me to change my opinion ; but they 
have all proved fruitless. I look not to consequences. I pre- 
fer my duty to every other consideration. I look upon thiis 
House as my home. I think of nothing which does not di- 
rectly affect me as one of this august body. I know no ho- 
nest man, who thinks as I do, can lend his countenance to 
administration ; but I know too, that in this House I am bound 
to maintain whatever is right, independent of every other con- 
sideration. I have n^t been concerned in business for up- 
wards of ten years. I know the madness of embarking, in 
some instances, with men whom one does or does not know ; 
but still, though no other person in this or the other House, 
or within the wide domain of the British empire, thougW: 
with me, I should nevertheless retain my present opinion 
alone, and continue to oppose the sovereignty of Anierica. 

But, my Lords, suppose that we were willing to allow the 
claim of independence ; tltat we were ready to sacrifice the . 
inott essential interests of this country ; arc we likely to turn 

our 
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our. b^cks upon the la^^s of eternal justice ? Are we to 
make a sacrifice of BaticTnal faith ? What is to become of 
those unhappy men, who, from their loyalty, no matter 
whether right or wrong, have risqued every things and lost 
every thing in defending the cause of Great Britain ? What 
will 4>ecome of the infant children of the late Mr. Penn, 
the descendants of that great man, the proprietor and legis- 
lator of Pennsylvania, to whose abilities, labour, and atten- 
tion, America owes the greatest part of her present power 
and opulence ? What will become of the property belonging 
to a noble Viscount in my eye [Lord Weymouth], or of the 
heirs of the late Lord Baltimore ? What will become of 
those men who have been cpmpellqd to fly from their native 
country ; and who, if American independency should pre- 
vail, will be the first persons to suffer under American pro* 
scription ; who wiU be banished for ever from their native 
country , and despoiled of their estates and possessions ? What 
will become of the most useful, and one of the Qost respec* 
able bodies of men in the nation, the merchants, particu^ 
larly those of the city of London, who have all along con-. 
ducted themselves in so candid and moderate a manner, aqd. 
have now nearly two millions of property lying in America ?. 
All these several descriptions of men must be totally ruined> 
or materially injured. ^ 

My Lords, these are but a small part of the misfortunes 
we must feel, and the injustice we must inflict on the inno* 
cent and helpless; a small part of the disgrace we must'- 
incur, should America be declared independent, or should 
we tamely put up with the insults offered to us by FrancCi 
iSupposewe should declare America independent, are we 
certain that America will stop short in her pretensions? 
Tho* the people at large may rest contented, are we certain 
that Congress will ? I have an high opinion of the Congress 
as a deliberate body, J am ready to acknowledge, that the 
views of the people of America are limited to a preservation 
of what they deem their own proper rights. What does 
this prove ? That if the good sense and moderation of the 
people were to preyail,'and that power were not employed ta 
improper uses, nothing but a mere separation would be to bo 
dreaded. The history of mankind holds another language, 
The conduct, of public fif&irs here at home has recently- 
proved it. A few mcri, possessing the power and offices of 
the «tate, employed that power, not in acts of justice or sound 
policy, hut iii feali^ipg dreams of s^selcss unfittainabie am- 
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hiioa I they Cold the nation /that the sword should neyer be 
ld)ea(faed till Am^ic^ agreed to unconditional aubmisfiom 
Who then knows but the Congress,, when they have att^wncd 
their object of independency^ may look further; and having 
she art. of holding out false lights to the people^ may. inspire 
them with expecutions of conquest and extent of dominioiu 
Should this be the case^ the remainder of America. must, fialt 
t have heard it whispered, as being a subject of the paltry^ 
petty negotiations, carried on by our phantoms of miniateili 
that Su John's and Cape Breton have* been already demand*- 
cd by American agents. Should this prove true,, away goes 
■the fishery and twenty thousand seamen • After .this ,wiU 
jqllow the West India islands^ and in process of tinKi Jce- 
land itself; so that we should not have a single foot of iaaid 
beyond the limits of this island. ...-.- ^.: 

r /rbe noble Duke who has taken such indefatigable paiiM, 
in the course of this inquiry, and to whQm'the nation ^taosls 
90 highly indebted, differs very much from the noble EarJ^ 
and from those sentiments which I again avow to be -iniiM* 
for my. parr, I think the noble Earl, though a martyr /t^ 
illness, and scarcely able to speak, delivered himself lil^ an 
able and honest man, in the foregoing part of this defaatjt. 
His advice was full of wisdom ; and plainly contained: tbe 
sentiments of a man jealous for the honour qf his country; 
eager to presei-ve the rights of the crown in tlieir. fullest- ex- 
tent; and anxious to maintain the ancient established eba- 
^after of the nation, by instantly repelling the insult ofTered 
•by the court of France. The noble Duke wishes, in order -to 
^void the hazard and expence of a foreign war, that America 
were declared independent. He agrees with the noble Karl, 
that the insult is great ; but he thinks that the present state 
of the nation renders it not adviseable to seek redress for this 
insult. His Grace has observed that the noble Earl said 
there were means, but he knew not what. I am precisely 
of the same way of thinking with the noble Earl. I know 
there are means, but I do not pretend specifically to point 
them out. It was not the proper business of the noble Earl 
to enter into the detail of them. His Lordship would re- 
quire that at other hands; he would call to one man for an 
army ; to another for a fleet ; he would look for money 
fr<i*n the people ; and he would employ the means, thus 
drawn from their different channels, eifectually. "J'he noble 
Earl, when called to tbe head of affairs, during the late war, 
fott^id the nation in a state of xlespondency. It did ju>t, 
.^. i' .4. however'. 



faowvtrer, long: remairr so. Franee soon felt that W€ had tht 
xneitiSy; and that we knew how to use them. Religionf and 
freedoin will always inspire the inhabitants of this kingdom 
with.an ardour, and courage, and perseverance^ that will lettl 
them' to victory, when those are properly directed. It isthe 
business o£ a minister, to put the proper springs in fAocion; 
to call forth the spiiit of the people, to induce them to opeft 
their purses', to cnsate a confidence in his measures^ to unite 
the hand and purse, to warm the heart, and convince the iitst^ 
derstanditig. With such' means, war need not be feared, nor iis 
event dreaded ; and I will maintain, that accompanied with 
such circumstances, an immediate declaration of war would 
be both the wisest as well as most honourable step we could 
take, and the most likely to preserve peace, and of obtain'* 
ing America. This, my Lords, may appear parado"xical ; 
hut I shall nevertheless continue to think, that war can only 
'bad' us to a safe and honourable peace, and to the recovefy 
if America. The noble Duke's reply of yesterday, to what 
foil from the noble Earl, was foutided principally upon that 
expression of hts' Lordship which I h&ve just alluded td, 
** That there were means for this country to go to war with 
France, though he knew not what," This expression iHc 
noble Duke misinterpreted, aiid asked how the noble Eail 
could, talk of the policy of going to waf,~ wheiri in the same 
instant, he acknowledged he l^new not the meansi The eii:- 
pression, my Lords, I think, is exceedingly defensible.' It 
was a mere mode of speaking. It was not the plaice, 'nilr 
was it necessary, that the noble Earl should explain, in file 
hiinry of debate, nor disclose plans more proper to be= cJWi- 
sidered elsewhere. Possibly the noble Duke would' ftdt' test 
contented with general assertions ; he would call folr ittpfc 
substantial proofs. He would ask, where are the men, where 
is the money P I answer his GrAce, Tseethe bar full of mM, 
there are three or four hundred ilow in this house. The streets 
of London are full of men . I see mcft every day pass in crowds 
on the Bath road, which was one continued street almost^ 
abounding with passengers, horses, and carriages, till the late 
distresses thinned it. Look round you on every side, and s«ic 
what a scene of population and opulericy presents itself. 
Look into Hyde-Pirk, St. James's-Sti^eet. Locik into- the 
city, there is money enough there. Perhaps the noble Duttc 
will say, though there is money enough there, the miriisfer 
, could not; notwithstanding all the plenty, obtain the ieii^ 
..ioan, hul on>^ v^^y difadvaantageoui^ terms, - Let tho-^n^e 
... Duke 
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Duke consider, there is an essential dififerenee between hav^ 
ing money and lending it. The raonied men, and I think. 
Very wisely, have no confidence in the present admtnistia. 
tion, they will not trust their money in such hand^. No 
honest or intelligent men would; and whoeVer djdynot 
only did a foolish thing, but actually did thqir country i 
disservice. Let the present blundering set of ministers -rer. 
sign ; let honest and capable men fill their places ; men 
capable of giving spirit and vigour to the operations of 
government. Let the present paltry practices of petty 
private negotiations be given up. Let every thread of the 
secret system be cut, and all those little low schcanes of 
crafty lawyers, devised by them to sooth tbeir own vanity, 
be abandoned. Let the public be convinced that their ttto« 
ney is honestly and fairly expended ; not spent irt privjkte 
jobs, not wasted in maintaining a set of servrle dependcflts^ 
w corrupting the representatives of the people in pariia* 
ment. Let every operation of government be as opeh aii 
day-light ; and then any loan the service of the state may rew 
quire, will, I venture to promise, be easily obtained* I have 
a great esteem and value for several individuals in France j 
btit though the people of this country are much degeneratdl 
from what they were, I would have the noble Duke cotasi- 
iter the sort of people we shall have to contend with, infi^ 
nitely more degenerated than us, should a war ensue. Men 
who have lost all that love of glory, military prowess, and 
superior disi^ipline, which was known to prevail during 
the reign of Louis the XlVth; I profess, I believe such is 
the spirit of our very women , that if the combat were left 
to them alone, they would be equal to the task of driving 
the French out of this kingdom should they attempt to in- 
vade us. 

The present ministry have been the ruin as well as dis« 
grace of this country. They trifle, they negotiate, they 
patch up ; and the whole of their evasions and tricks is but 
a patch-work, formed of shreds of pitiful expedients. The 
whole of their conduct, since the shameful transaction abont 
Falkland's island, has been entirely in this way. If other 
men were at the helm, France dared not act in this manner; 
her ministers know it; Vergennes, one of the ablest men 
in France, has said as much : I have it from the best autho*. 
rity. He has ludicrously complimented them on account o€ 
their political sagacity. He acknowledges their ways to be 
past finding out. He says, no man cm tell the next thing:' 

thev 
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they mean to do ^ aad he^ or some other of the French ca« 
biact, has said, .whilst the present mioitters stay in^ France 
has too much good sense to go to war. This country should 
have lopg since determined for peace or war. I have heard 
much of invasions^ but I know France and Span both to be 
vulnerable in mapy places. But four years since, a revolt 
might have been easily fomented in Brittany ; the inhabit ' 
tants were ripe for insurrecticHi. Much is said of the dispo« 
sition and compact figure of France* I believe there is a 
great deal too much stress laid upon these circumstances. I 
believe they are far from being so united as some persons 
would persuade us. Spain, in many respects, is equally vuU 
uerable* I know a particular part of that kingdom, which 
I shall avoid now to name^ where she might be easily and 
^ccessfully attacked. . . 

« France, in the early stages of our dispute with AmeriiCi^ 
ought to have been brought to declare herself ^opealy arid 
4}^rectly. Ministers were told^ day after day, that FraaC(9 
Kpuld interfere; France did interfere; ministers were t|dd 
<;^ the fact, till the noble Lords on this side of the Housis 
were tired. Every species of apology was resorted tOj.and^ 
at length, when hard pressed, the minister of the day ro«f)^ 
apd gravely assured your Lordships, that he had received the 
most satisfactory and friendly assurances from the court fif 
France. Ministers were blind, or pretended to be blind | 
they acted like traitors or ideots. Instead of immediaielf 
compelling France to desist, they presented remonstrances of 
the most mild and humiliating tenor, and bullied the United 
Provinces, their only friends. In the true spirit of their whole 
conduct^ t)iey crouched to their enemies, their natural and 
powerful enemies; and basely bullied and insulted their less 
powerful friends. 

The very worst state a nation can possibly fall into, is that of 
despondency, as where It gets root to any great degree, it sel- 
dom fails to terminate in ruin. The history of Europe exhi« 
bits numberless instances of its fatal effects, and Great Bri«^ 
tain ought now to avoid it as its bane ; for, I profipss.I do^ 
not perceive-any real cause to despond. It is tnie^ danger i» 
at band; but there is nothing new -in; that. If we have-never 
been exactly so circumstanced, we have frequently been in- 
similar situations, and hay^ always surmounted them, ofteir 
with glory, but always with success on pur part, and with 
more or less degree of disgrace on that of our enemies. We- 
had the means tQ repel inya$iQns> s^d^ defend ourselves inr 

every^ 
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every part of our vast extended dominions. Common wtnut^ 
founded in uniform experience, directs us to adopt vigofoutf 
and decisive measures ; measures that may convince our ent* 
mies that the ancient spirit of the nation is roused ; thK 
England is not only determined to bid defiance to all those 
who dare insuh her^ but to follow it, to shew that she still 
continues the same, with an instant proof of her ability, and 
a determined resolution to procure atonement for the inju* 
rious insult she has received. Not to gp to war, and to ac- 
knowledge the independency of America, my Lords, would 
be to ratify the treaty between France and America, and to 
render what was in itself an unnatural compact, a natural 
one. I heartily unite in opinion with the noble Earl, so of- 
ten alluded to by me since I rose, who wisely obsierved, thai 
there was no halting between two opinions ; that there wai 
no middle path which could be trod with honour or safety. 
And surely your Lordships cannot but agree with nte^ that 
none but the most pusilanimous administration that eveir hell 
the reins of government would think of temporizing with tht 
court of Fiance, and by little underhand communicationii 
and private epistolary negotiations, endeavour, in order m 
keep their places, to explain away the honour of tlie kin(« 
dom, and sacrifice at the same time its most essential interests^ 
when the conduct of the King's ministers ought to be direct^ 
spirited, and decisive ; and be distinguished by acts, -not by 
words ; by measures of force, not by the language of con^ 
cession. 

As to the measures recommended by the motion, so far ai 
they stand unconnected with the two. great points to which I 
have been speaking, I verily believe the facts enumerated ia 
it are strictly true, and fully established, according to the 
usual mode of Parliamentary proof, and that the censure of 
the ministry conveyed in the conclusion is most amply me* 
rited. I agree, therefore, heartily, my Lords, in both points, 
and only wish to have it considered, that I do not accede to 
the latter with a view to obtain the place of any one Lord in 
administration. It is dangerous to succeed some men in of.^ 
fice. The Dutch pulled down the house of the great De 
Ruyter, who had so ably served them in his profession^ as a 
seaman, before they attacked any other; and that great 
statesman De Witt, who had acted as their saviour, was torn 
limb from limb by an ignorant and enraged mob, as a reward 
for his services ; on which occasion he gave the most exalted 
proof of his innocent and firm mind, by not seeming to feel 

the 
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the tortures inflicted on him by his savage murderers, but 
coriKnuedto repeat the celebrated Ode of Horace, beginning 
wfth the words, Justum ac tenacem propositi virum, &c. 
•'^pfiile he was going to execution. 

*. "We now feel the effects of the worst species of bad go- 
vernment ; money is scarce for want of a confidence in mi- 
Tiisters. Great quantities of coin and bullion have been Sent 
to America ; the people that have money eiihcr hoard it, or 
are afraid to part with it. The money is in the nation, but 
^ spirit of distrust prevails. People are, to be sure, much 
'divided in their opinions as to the measures proper to be pur- 
sued : but there is only one opinion entertained of the pre- 
sent ministers ; they are held in almost universal contempt, 
^if not detestation. The city of London, which, to its honour, 
^s conducted Itself so judiciously throughout this business, 
contains persons of both descriptior^s. I do not deal in littljp, 
private letters, or secret intelligence. I despise ev^ry kind 
'of importance drawn from such resources ; but two particii- 
•lars lately came to my knowledge (not, I do assure your 
•Lordships, of my own seeking) which will shew the different 
dispositions I have been describing. One was, an intended 
•operation on our stocks, which would shake public credit to 
lits lowest foundations, and reduce the value of Stocks at Idist 
•SIX per cent. The other was, for a spirited attack upon a 
'part of the territories of the crown of France, which if made 
: must prove successful. 

When the noble Duke, my Lords, asks for the means,' I 

*iinswer him, that great things may be done by opulent and 

•spirited individuals. There was atirue in which, if possible, 

*''ihis nation stood in a more perilous situation than evC-n it 

^stands in at present, and yet it was saved by the public spirit 

• of the city of London, and the happy exertions of a few ^- 

•triotic individuals. The period I meanivas, when Spmn 

threatened to invade us in the latter end of the reign "of 

' Qjieen Elizabeth. Spain was to have borrowed" a Targe sum 

*i>f money, in 1585, to victual her fleet', from the bank "of 

Genoa. Sir Thomas Gresham heard of this, and managed 

matters so dexterously, as to borrow this very money, I 

'think 40,o6ol. by which mean's the Spaniards were obliged 

*\6 defer their project for that yiear j so that when the x\?Tnada 

"put to sea, 'this country '^aS in astate of preparatiSft,' and 

the event is too well known to repeat.- 'Thus, by the zeal 

, and good- sense trf a few 'Opiilent merchants, atiiong whom 

■ Sir Thomas GreSiBm tbek-the lesldj Ihts country was pre- 

' Vol. IX. Cc served 
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favour, as tending to mislead our enemies ; for 1 have heard 
more than once, that the principal diflFiculty with the French 
cabinet has been to explain by system, what has hitherto re- 
mained inexplicaMc, the conduct of the British administra* 
tion, who are represented at Versailles as men so mutable, 
various, and so contradictory in their measures, that the last 
was of such a nature, that no man, unless possessed of the 
spirit of divinaiion, could tell what the next woutd be. 

My Lords, our ministers, if they deserve that name^ seem 
in a state of stupefaction. They see ruin approaching, and 
take no one measure to prevent, or even arrest its progress. 
They neither prepare for peace nor war. They know, they 
must know, that an invasion is intended. I have had repeat- 
ed advices, within these three weeks, that the coast of Brit- 
tany and Normandy are lined with troops. There is not a 
person who has lately left that country, with whom I con- 
verse, who has not assured me of the fact. What is the 
nominal minister? The servus servi. What are those who act 
with and in subordination to him ? The servi ser*u6rum of this 
phantom of power and mock importance. What has their 
employers desired them to say ? That the court of Spain 
will not join France. The arrival of acourier from Madrid is 
announced! These are the joyful tidings; the stocks rise one 
per cent, till the pitiful trick is detected, and they fall to their 
former price. Then again it is whispered, wc aretoliave no 
war. It cannot be, say the whisperers, if America is de- 
clared . independent. Here again is another subterfuge. 
Were I to resort to conjecture, I should be apt to suspect 
the latter to he the case. Ministers here are silent ; they will 
not speak, or they know nothing. The minister in the other 
House has lost all credit, even with his greatest friends and 
admirers. He is never of the same opinion two days Tun- 
ing, or even twice in the same debate. No man, in or out 
of the House, pays the least attention to what he says. He 
says any thing, and of course says nothing. I would not 
take the ghosts word for a ducat," is an expression extreme* 
ly applicable to hnn. But it is not even their tricks, eva- 
sions, and successive contradictions, that so much surprize 
me, as their tot^l inattention to national security. Do they 
know the lenf»tli of coast that is to be defended ? That 
Plymouth, whicii is almost insulated, will require 10,000 
jncn for its defonre ; Portsmouth aS many more ; Chatham 
and the county of Kent an equal number? Are ministers 
ignorant, tu^t if the French should mnke good a landing, 

that 
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them turned admiral himself, and fought the enemy ; but 
nothing would do- the people were degenerate ; all military 
discipline, regulation, and subordination, were at an end. 
Burghers and burghers' sons were placed in the highest and 
most important commands : nay, so f^r had this evil spread^ 
that military and naval officers employed substitutes ! Iii 
line, the people were so immersed in sloth, corruption, and 
so overwhelmed with despondency, that twelve or thirteen 
straggling soldiers would have possessed themselves of a very 
strong fort, which led to the capital, if a servant woman 
had not braved the danger alone, and timely pulled up the 
draw-bridge. What was the consequence of all this ? The 
only two virtuous men in the republic, the two De Witts, 
were sacrificed to the ill-foiuided prejudices of an enraged 
populace. The people grew desperate. Offers had been 
made to Louis XIV. their conqueror, then the most potent 
prince in Europe, and aided by England, to give up every 
tiling, but just to retain the name of sovereignty. It was re- 
fused by that haughty monarch with contempt. This rouz- 
cd the people to act as one man. Their supinencss w?is no 
more; rouzed from their political lethargy, every man be* 
came a sailor or a soldier ; and the event corresponded with 
tlic. means employed. Charles the Second saw his error. 
He was detached from so unnatural an alliance. Holland 
once tnore recovered its freedom, and, in a very few years 
after, was able to vie with the first powers in Europe. It 
was the high political knowledge of the De Witts that 
proved the cause of their unhappy fate ; as statesmen, they 
could never be persuaded that Charles the Second would have 
been so great a madman or idiot as to have joined France in 
forming a system of power which must have ultimately end- 
ed in the destruction or conquest of his own kingdoms. De 
Witt's observation, who was the wisest and ablest statesman 
in Europe, when he heard Charles had acceded to the treaty 
with France, -so evidently repugnant to the interests of his 
crown and people, was, * that no. man could possibly pre- 
tezid even to guess at the extent of folly." I confess the 
observation has made a deep impression on my memory. I 
have often revolved it in my mind, and I think the period is 
now arrived, when it may be applied with the strictest jus- 
tice. It points directly to the conduct of the present mem- 
bers in administration, wlio seem determined to push their 
folly farther than any men in office had ever done before. 
Indeed it may, by some of their advocates, be urged in their 
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favour, as tending to tnisjead our enemies ; for 1 /have heard 
more than once, that the principal difficulty with the French 
cabinet has been to explain by system, what has hitherto re- 
mained inexplicaWe, the conduct of the British administra- 
tion, who are represented at Versailles as men so mutable, 
various, and so contradictory in their measures, that the last- 
was of such a nature, that no man, unless possessed of the 
spirit of divination, could tell what the next would be. 

My Lords, our ministers, if they deserve that name, seem 
in a state of stupefaction. They see ruin approaching, and 
take no one measure to prevent, or even arrest its progress. 
They neither prepare for peace nor war. They know, they 
must know, tliat an invasion is intended. I have had repeat- 
ed advices, within these three weeks, that, the coast of Brit^ 
tany and Normandy are lined with troops. There is not a 
person who has lately left that country, with whom 1 con- 
verse, who has not assured me of the fact. What is the^ 
nominal minister? The servus servi. What are those who act 
with and in subordination to him ? The servi server urn of this 
phantom of power and mock importance. What has their 
employers desired them to say ? That the court of Spaiq 
will not join France. The arrival of a courier from Madrid is- 
announced ! These are the joyful tidings ; the stocks rise one 
per cent, till the pitiful trick is detected, and they fall to their 
former price. Then again it is whispered, we aretoliave no 
war. It cannot be, say the whisperers, if America is de- 
clared . independent. Here again is another subterfuge. 
Were I to resort to conjecture, I should be apt to suspect 
the latter to be the case. Ministers here are silent; they will 
not speak, or they know nothing. The minister in the other 
House has lost all credit, even with his greatest friends and 
admirers. He is never of the same opinion two days Tun- 
ing, or even twice in the same debate. No man, in or out 
of the House, pays the least attention to what he says. He 
says any thing, and of course says nothing. I would ncjft 
take the ghost's word for a ducat," is an expression extreme- 
ly applicable to him. But it is not even their tricks, eva- 
sions, and successive contradictions, that so much surprize 
me, as their total inattention to national security. Do they 
know the length of coast that is to be defended? That 
Plymouth, which is almost insulated, will require 10,000 
men for its defence ; Portsmouth a^ many more j Chatham 
and the county of Kent an equal numbef? Are ipinisters 
ignorant, that if the French should make good a landing, 
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tliat there is not a single post from the water-side to the me- 
tropolis but one, and that in the neighbourhood of some 
houses that I should be sorry to see disturbed. [Supposed to 
mean the royal palaces.] Do ministers know, that a chain 
of posts should be kept up from London to Harwich ? Then 
Newcastle, a place of the first-rate importance, lies exposed. 
It is three hundred miles off; and, to properly secure it, and 
the eastern coast, a chain of posts and communication should 
be kept up between Harwich again and Newcastle. New- 
castle should be paid particular attention to, and strictly 
guarded. France knows the imporrance of that town and 
its neighbourhood as well as we do ourselves. It may pos- 
sibly be urged, that by these public communications, I may 
be throwing out hints to the enemy, and instructing them 
where to laftd. Were the French ignorant of these particu- 
lars, the objection might be plausibly made. I am certain 
of the contrary ; the French do not stand in need of such 
information. These hints are intended for ministers, to in- 
form them of what I have every reason to believe they arc 
totally unacquainted with and unprepared for. I'he mini- 
sters of Great Britain, I believe, are ignorant of these 
particulars ; the ministers of France, I am thoroughly per- 
suaded, are not. 

I would ask a noble Duke over the way [Duke of Argyll], 
if Scotland is in a proper state of defence ; or if it has either 
men or money to put it in such a state ? I believe the noble 
Duke will hardly reply in the affirmative. The truth is, 
administration have lost all credit with the people. The mi- 
litia are ordered out ; J^ome of them are already embodied ; 
yet, such is the character of the finance minister with the 
people, that he is afraid to apply to them for money to pay 
the militia, eithet- from the total impracticability of procur- 
ing it, or being obliged to give so high a premium as would 
sumciehtly point out the absolute necessity of removing him 
from his present situation. 

In this state of despondency, had I an opportunity of ad- 
vising his Majesty, I would advise him to try what could b^ 
done with the Whigs. Scotland and Manchester have been 
tried sufficiently already. The Tories have been applied tp, 
and confided in. I do not approve of exclusive distinctions 
fn times of difficulty and danger, nor at any time, much 
less at such seasons as the present, when even the very exist- 
ence of the nation seems to be rather hazarded, sooner than 
apply to, or even receive assistance from some of its best 
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friends. I would advise ministers to abandon all party pro- 
scription, and write to the country gentlemen of weight and- 
fortune in the several counties, though they should have the 
misfortune to be Whigs. State to them the real situation of 
public aflfeirs ; demand their assistance where it may be ne- 
cessary. Offer those honours and advantages which it is in 

' your power to bestow. Combine and connect every party 
and description of men. Leave a way open for every man 
to enter, and every man will enter and co-operate in the 
support of government. A noble Lord near me, I will take 
the liberty to mention his name, the Earl of Efiingham, 
whose zeal and unwearied attention to the interests of his 
country have secured him the veneration and esteem of all 
ranks of people, has, I am told, offered his services, in per- 
son, to the sovereign. I know no more than what the news- 
papers, or common conversation inform me of ; but I am 
told, he was looked on coolly, and that some others have 
nearly stood in the same predicament. If it be so, I am 
sorry for it; and am certain, such a conduct must have pro- 
ceeded from weak, if not evil advice. I imagined that his 
own personal merit, his disinterested conduct, would have 

-secured him a different kind of reception, I was led to hope 
that his name, the highly respected name of Howard, and 
his descent from that great hero, the first of his immediate 
family, Lord Howard of Effingham, who destroyed the 
Spanish Armada in the reign of Qjieen Elizabeth, would 
liTivc. drawn a degree of resjKct and attention due to such 
pretensions. 

The noble Duke thinks the surest way to secure the friend- 
ship, if not dependence of America, will be to relinquish 
it for the present. The noble Duke will excuse me, for 
thinking it a most extraordinary mode of securing a sceptre, 
to resign it. Power and dominion are too flattering in their 

■nature, to be either' parted with, or returned on such terms. 
In my opinion, you would only arm America with a wea- 
pon you will never again be able to get possession of; it 
would pVove a poignard, to wound this country, which you 
could never again, by your greatest efforts, be able to re- 
corer from her grasp. The proposition puts me in mind of 
a passage in a modern comedy, between a duke and a shar- 
per : the former is supposed to give the latter twenty guineas; 
the sharper retuins twenty-one; so this kind of exchange 
increasing on both sides, continues for some time, till the 
/•^barper at length nms away with the whole. Such a scheme, 

my 
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my Lords, was a very proper subject for a play or a farce, as 
a caution to young people not to play, or warn them not to 
play with strangers : but it would be grossly ludicrous, if 
it was to be adopted in a system of politics, which was to 
determine the interests, if not the fate, of a great kingdom. 
Whoever yet heard of borrowing or lending a diadem ? 
The idea is absurd-; the plan is idle and impracticable. 

The conduct of this country respecting Holland has often 
been introduced into debate on this subject, particularly by 
the noble Duke ; and inferences have been drawn from it, 
to prove the propriety of forbearing to resent the insult 
offered to us by France. I do not mean the last period of 
Dutch history alluded to ; I mean the conduct of Queen 
Elizabeth relative to the frequent apologies, and the seem- 
ing good understanding which subsisted between England 
and Spain, while Q^iecn Elizabeth was publicly supporting 
the Dutch in their revolt. In answer to this, I shall just re- 
mind his Grace, that though war was not actually declared, 
the assistance given to the revolted subjects was equal on 
both sides ; for while England was fomenting disturbances in 
tlie Netherlands, Spain was doing the same in Ireland, and 
actually invaded that kingdom witii a very considerable naval 
4nd military force. 

The facts which ftitroduce the present motion have, in 
my opinion, been sufficiently proved, and contain matter 
not of a dangerous nature, unless your Lordships should be 
persuaded to believe the most improbable of all absurdities, 
that the information which came out in the course ot the 
inquiry was not known to France ! The same objection 
would have lain against a great part of what fell from me 
this day ; but it is to the last degree farcicaL The Frencli 
know the ground, posts, and passages between London and 
the sea coasts, I will not say better, but at least as well as 
the most experienced of our own generals. The French are 
eqiially well-informed as to the state of our army and navy ; 
indeed, I believe I noed not hesitate to say, much better than 
wc are. But now I am up, I cannot help taking notice of 
a matter which astonished me, and which came out in proof. 
I confess I looked with amazement at the confidence and in- 
solence of the first Lord of the admiralty- When a war 
was threatened with France, and that a noble Duke, whom I 
do not now see in his place [Duke of Bolton], reminded his 
Lordship of his boastings, and how far short the fleet was pf 
being in a state of defence ;•— ;■ -^-fais Lordship said, *f Xq be 
C c 4 4ure, 
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sure, the fleet was not as well manned as he could wish ; he 
could not help it ; he had done every thing in his power ; 
but it was impossible to remedy the evil, as America retain- 
ed in their service above 20,000 of those seamen which in 
former wars we used to have to man our navy." Good God ! 
is it possible to bear such evasions ? Shall it be in the power 
of men in high oflGces to allure the nation into measures of 
the most serious and perilous nature ; to encourage it from 
time to time, to proceed upon previous engagements ; and 
when the instant comes that the nation is just at the eve of 
being plunged into a war, the event of which may deter- 
mine its existence, shah the same men be so daring, to eifi* 
d^avour to shift the responsibility off their own shoulders, 
and tell you that they acted ministerially, under the wing: of 
the public counsels, and are not answerable for consequences? 
It is not the business of this House to call such men to ac- 
count. That is the duty of the other House. But what is 
the, other House ? Can public justice ever be procured 
through so foul and corrupt a channel ? Is it possible to ob- 
tain justice while that House is under the immediate controul^ 
and at the devotion of the minister ^ Can impeachments be 
expected to pome from pensioners, contractors, and the 
whole tribe of needy dependants ? Let us but recollect what 
passed here the other day, when on an inquiry into the 
shameful jobbs respecting the contract for transports, the 
ministers sent the very contractors clerks and dependants to 
insult this House with made-up tales to cover their own cor- 
ruptions and iniquities. Before this country or its constitu- 
tion is recovered, that corrupt House must be new modelled. 
It is at present the source of all corruptions and misfortunes; 
and if all other means should fail, the people will probably 
rise, and drag their corrupt and venal representatives from 
their seats. I shall never submit to the doctrines I have 
heard this day from the woolsack, that the other House are 
the only representatives and guardians of the people's rights. 
I boldly maintain the contrary. I say this House is equally 
the representatives of the people. They hold the balance ; 
and if they should perceive two of the branches of the legis- 
lattire unite in oppressmg and enslaving the people, it is 
their duty to interpose to prevent it. 

The noble and learned Lord on the woolsack, in the de- 
bate which opened the business of this day, asserted, that 
your Lordships were incompetent to make any alteration in 
a money bill, or a bill of supply. I should b^ glad to see 
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the matter fairly and fully discussed, and the subject brought 
forward and argued upon precedent, as well as all its collateral 
relations. I should be pleased to see the question fairly com- 
mitted, were it for no other reason but to hear the sUek, 
smooth contractors from the other Hou^^e of Parliament, 
come to that bar and declare, that they, and they only, could 
frame a money bill ; and they, and they only, could dispose 
of the property of the Peers of Great Britain. Perhaps 
some arguments more plausible than those I heard this day 
come from the woolsack, ta shew that the Commons have 
an uncontroulable, unqualified right to bind your Lordships* 
property, may be urged by them. At present, however, 
I beg ^eave to differ from the sentiments delivered by the 
noble and learned Lordf for until the claim, after a solemn 
discussion of this House, is openly and directly relinquished, 
I shall continue to be of opinion, that your Lordships have 
a right to alter, amend, or reject a money bill ; and to pre- 
vent an improper or oppressive tax being laid on the people 
and yourselves : and I trust, that if such a doctrine should 
come to be ever pressed or tenaciously maintained by tlie 
other House, that this inherent right of controul will never 
be abandoned by your Lordships. 

I so far agree with the noble Viscount [Weymouth] that 
the address consists of two parts, to withdraw the troops, aihl 
for the removal of ministers. If the ^'rst is mennt to lead to 
the independence of America, 1 shall certainly be against 
it. I repeat what I before urged so strongly, that the de» 
pendence of America should never be given up. As to men, 
I shall ever prefer measures to men. I agree with the noWe 
Earl [Chatham] in his opinion. I wish for no man*s pl?ce of 
employment ; yet I can never accede to the argument of tb^ 
noble Viscount, that to dismiss the present ministry would be 
punishing or censuring them without proof. Is not our pr^- 
sent situation a full proof of the wickedness and imbecility 
of administration ? Have not they done every thing to amuse 
Parliament, to deceive, to mislead them ; and do they not} 
yet endeavour to oling to their places ^ Have not they plan- 
ned a commission, armed with certain powers, to treat on 
certain terms ? Do not they know beforehand that this 
commission must miscarry ? Is not America previously -told 
to insist on independence i Are not ministry and their 
friends silent, and preparing to surrender the sovereignly 
and glory of this country i Where are the high tokens^ of 
approbation gone^ which I heard echoed from every courtly 

corner 
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corner of this House tl>c last day I took the liberty to deliver 
my thoughts on the present subject ? A solemn stillness per- 
vades these benches, which on the last day resounded with 
marks of the highest approbation. There arc many other 
reasons, my Lords, which serve to convince me, that declar- 
ing America independent would be rash and impolitic. The 
thirteen united states form at present a republic in the strictest 
sense oi' the word. It is a fact, conHrmcd by long expe- 
rience, that republican states are aiwayi averse to war. If 
they should, as I fear they will, from their present temper 
and former provocations, reject the offers we are about to 
propose to them, they will, from the very nature of their 
government, insensibly, by degrees, bend towards peace. lu 
that view, my advice would be, to let them alone, and they 
will in time, even from motives of convenience and interest, 
return to an alliance with this country. They will natu« 
rally cultivate commerce and the arts of peace; they will be 
desirous to bind and heal those< wounds which are bleeding 
from the ravages of war ; and they will discover, as soon as 
the heats and resentments which it has occasioned have sub- 
sided, the danger as well as impolicy of their treaty with 
France, which, if obstinately adhered to, might prove their 
own destruction^ no less than that of the mother country. 

My Lords, whatever the strength and resources of this 
country may be, they can never be liappily or effectually em- 
ployed, without a thorough reformation on the executive 
government and the people at large. A reform of manners, 
both public and private, of the other House in particular* 
who at present, I do not hesitate to pronounce, the servile 
followers of the minister } ready to obey every mandate he 
thinks proper to issue ; totally immersed in the deepest and 
dirtiest ways of corruption ; and lost to every sense of their 
own duty and constitutional importance in the state. Though 
I have strong expectations that America is not finally lost, 
but rather believe it will once more return to its connec- 
tion with this country, I have no hopes from the commis- 
sion now going out, nor the acts on which it is founded. 
In my opinion, the commissioners will return to Europe aa 
they will leave it, r.* insccta^ and that the whole scheme will 
turnout as it was really desii^ncd, nothing but a mere pitiful 
plan of the- present ministry, to amuse the nation, and pro- 
long for a few months their ministerial existence — or by 
g^iining time, attempt either to divide the colonies, in hopes 
to carry into execution their original design of enslaving 

them ; 
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them; or, if that should miscarry, endeavour to continue their 
own power, by at length making a formal surrender of Ame- 
rica, on account of its recovery, cither by force or treaty, 
being no longer practicable. It is not yet, my Lords, too 
late. The first step I would advise, is to do America ample 
justice ; to convince the people of that country that we were 
sincere^ that we were in earnest ; that we wished to come to 
an undisguised reconciliation, framed on the most compre- 
hensive bottom, and built on the most solid and permanent 
foundation. To secure their liberties beyond the power of 
former or recent claims. Such a plan, my Lords, ought to 
.be prevalent, and extend its influence through every depen- 
dency of the British empire, to the East and West Indies, 
Ireland, &c. which would render London what it ought to 
be, the metropolis of Europe, Asia, and America. Un- 
doiibtedly, my Lords, in respect of America, such a scheme 
would for a time meet with a strong opposition. There are 
doubtless several in that country who have taken a part in the 
contest, and who, from ambitious views of wealth, honour, 
and aggrandizement, would oppose it ; and would set their 
preachers and orators to work, to persuade the people of 
the advantages of being independent ; but the bulk of the 
peopl^j if we acted candidly, judiciously, and direct, I am" 
persuaded, would be easily brought to a reconciliation, a 
matter, I fear, for many strong reasons, which can never be 
effected by the present ministry ; the system by which they 
are upheld, and the terms on which they hold their appoint- 
ments, being totally incompatible with the frame and spirit 
of this government. These dangerous combinations of men, 
linked together for counteracting the designs of the constitu- 
tion ; for vesting an unnatural power in the hands of the 
crown, in order to employ it to their own personal purposes, 
and thereby setting up a distinct interest from that of the peo- 
ple ; all these dark and crooked purposes nmst be abandoned 
before we can expect to succeed in any measure pad he or 
hostile. Every thing must miscarry so long as this plan is 
adhered to. This government will never get clear of the va- 
rious difficulties which press on every side, unless the system 
of clerks be annihilated; till the court scribblers are silenced 
or dismissed from the highest to the lowest ; from the querist, 
employed to write down and vilify General Howe, down to 
the lowest mercenary scribbler of the day ; till the lawyers and 
' commissioners are sent to their professions, offices, and desk.s, 
and till every low, petty, underhand part of the present pal- 
try court system is entirely abolished. 

Besides, 
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Besides* the impolicy of declaring America independent, 
my Lords, I perfectly agree with the noble Earl, who, in 
a few words yesterday, though pressed down with infirmity, 
spoke with so much dignity and wisdom, there would be a 
gross injustice in such a declaration, not only with respect to 
the heir apparent tp the crown, theDukeof Osnaburgh, and 
the several desccncJeiits of the Princess Sophia and her heiri, 
being protestants, but to several families, the natives of this 
country, who once possessed great landed properties in the 
colonies. I took the liberty to point out a few of those soon 
after I rose; but if I were to enter into particulars, and were 
to have full information upon the subject, the conseqnences 
of a separation, and the confiscaticms which it would be pro- 
ductive of, I am confident, would appear to your Lordships' 
most lamentable apd deplorable. Though I desire no man^s 
place nor employment, yet if ministers were to demand my 
advice, I would readily go to the privy council and give them 
my sentiments fully; I would not however go alone, they 
mij^ht possibly consider me as a spy, and my visit might prove 
equally disagreeable to myself and to those to whonx it was 
made. 

In f ne, my Lords, nothinjjj will succeed under the direc- 
tion of the present administration. They are despised or ex- 
ecrated without doors; they have lost the public confidence; 
the system of government must be changed, and established 
upon a stronger basis. I repeat again, the lawyers and com- 
mhy the pres'.^nt conductors of public business, must be ^^n%, 
back to their proper vocations, or their original obscurity. 
America must obtain justice and security, and whatever dif- 
firuhics may arise to obstruct it, I have no doubt but that 
country may again be happily united to Great Britain. 

The Duke of Rr'chmonrf replied to the noble Lord's speech. 
He said, men it was certain were in that House and out of 
it, in great abundance : and money, as the noble Lord has 
said, abounded m private coffers. But when a war was de- 
termined upon, it bectime necessary not to trust to your eye» 
in point of numbers, nor estimate the populousness of those 
kingdoms by the people you saw in that House, in London 
streets, or on the road to Bath. It was generally believed 
that France c<^ntained twenty-four millions, Spain six or 
seven, and America tlncc. What had we to oppose to that 
number in Great Britain and Ireland ? Little more, he be- 
lieved, than eight millions. He allowed, that if America 
was with us, notwithstanding the disparity of numbers, we 
might be equal to the whole House of Bourbon ; but America 

not 
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not only detached from us, but actually put in the scale 
against us, he thought, to hazard so unequal a contest, would 
be madness in the extreme. 

His Grace assured their Lordships, that no one more sin- 
cerely wished that America might return to her former de- 
pendence and connection with this country than he did ; but 
it was the impracticability in one event, the danger in the 
other, and the injustice of compelling her by force pf arras, 
that all equally operated upon his mind, and induced him to 
be of opinion, that the only way to get clear of all those dif- 
culties would be at once to declare her independent. He 
said, suppose Great Britain had nothing to interrupt her, and 
that she should prevail in the contest, would sucha connection 
be either a desirable or a profitable one ? Most certainly not. 
If conquest on our part was to be the consequence of the 
contest, the Americans must be slaves; and even though they 
were slaves, the expence, trouble, and hazard of keeping 
them in sucha state of servile objectipn, would cost this na- 
tion more money than would be sufficient to balance any ad* 
vantage we could possibly draw from such a dominion. 

His Grace observed, the noble Lord talked much of the 
vulnerable parts of France and Spain. If there were no 
other motives, nor stronger, for entering into a war, than the 
advantages to be derived from sudden attacks and debarka- 
tions on their coasts, those would weigh very little with him. 
He remembered that, in the course of the late war, he served 
in company with the noble Lord on one or more of those 
expeditions ; and he imagined they saw nothing on that oc- 
casion sufficient to encourage them to a repetition of the same 
species of warfare. 

He observed the noble Lord avowed his preference of 
measures to men. So did he, when measures stood in oppo- 
sition to men. It is true, the noble Lord censured, in a 
very abie manner, the conduct of the present ministry ; but 
what did that censure amount to, when his Lordship's gene- 
ral sentiments went to an indiscriminate approbation of those 
of the noble Earl who spoke the preceding day ? The noble 
Earl said, he desired no man's employment ; he wished for 
no man's place. All he found fault with was unretrifcted 
error. His Grace appealed to the noble Lord, whether the 
phrase, unretracted error,* did not fairly import, that the 
noble Elarl had no objection to unite or support the present 
ministers, on condition that they retracted their errors ? If 

mca^rcj 
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measures} not men, meant this, he fully understood what was 
intended. 1 -. 

His Grace observed, much had been said and relied upon 
in argument, by the iloble Lord, on our abilities, on wbat 
we were able to do against the common enemy j yet a great 
part of the noble Lord's own argument went to prove the 
necessity of a superior force. His Lordship called for a muck 
superior force to any thing we could procure for several 
months, even, for the defence of the southern part of ibe 
island. He asked a noble Duke on the other side o(' the 
House, whether, in case of an attack in Scotland, he had 
cither men or money to repel such an attack ? The silence of 
the noble Duke implied a negative. The same question 
might be extended to Ireland, which, by all accounts, was in 
a most defenceless condition. The noble Lord had observed^ 
very pointedly, that although the rnilitia were called out 
and ordered to be embodied, yet such was the state of public 
credit, that the minister was either afraid, or could not pro<* 
cure money to pay them. What then, said his Grace, does 
the argument of the noble Lord and noble Earl amount to ? 
The latter says, he wages no war with persons, but with, un- 
retracted error : and the noble Lord says, that measures, not 
men, are what he looks to. Surely the noble Lord will not 
say, though war was declared to-morrow, that the present. 
raiiiisters could have a more effectual support than they have ; 
consequently his Lordship will confess, that even good and 
necessary measures cannot prove successful in the hands of 
the present ministers. His Grace proved, that either his 
Lordship n)iist declare in favour of American independence, 
and peace with France, or give up men, as connected witli 
measures ; for in many instances, particularly in the present, 
measures cannot be separated from men ; the former, how- 
ever expedient, wise, or necessary, must fail, while the exe- 
cution of them is intrusted in such hands as now hold the 
reins of government. He contended, that he repeated no 
more than the noble Lord's own arguments ; for they all 
went to prove, in the fullest manner, what had been now as- 
serted. 

His Grace, after describing very fully our internal state, 
and the powers wc had 10 contend with, supposing we should 
drive France into the arms of America, declared, . that no 
man in his senses would think of going to war under such 
circumstances, or expect to impress the minds of his hearers 
with conviction, that this countrv, after having proved her- 
self 
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self incapable to prevail over America single-han(led,.cp«]d 
stand any chance of victory, in a contest with France, Spain, 
and America, united. 

He declared, he wished as sincerely as any one of their 
Lordships, or the noble Lord who spoke last, for a speedy 
accommodation between Great Britain and America^ witlv 
out making so great a sacrifice as the dependency of tiie lat- 
ter ; but fatal experience had put it past a doubt, in his 
mind, that things were gone too far for such a desirable event 
to take place. . He should have been much better pleased, if 
the noble Lord, instead of launching forth into a description 
of ideal men and money, had shewn how America was to be 
regained; how the Thirteen States now, even by the noble 
Lord acknowledged to be independent, were to be brought 
back to allegiance and dependency on this country. He saw 
no prospect of it ; and therefore, being anxious to render 
America at least a friend to Great Britain, had thrown out 
. his ideas as to the best means of doing it. He begged the 
noble Earl, as well as their Lordships, to consider, that Ame- 
rica, if not the friend of Great Britain, must necessarily bie- 
come the friend of France, and of consequence, could not 
stand neuter with regard to us. 

Suppose, added his Grace, that matters were not in the 
perilous state that they really are ; suppose, for the sake of 
argument, that the last campaign had been still more success- 
ful than it was, that America was likely to submit, and that 
France had not interfered, I declare, for one, that I do not 
entertain a wish that America was forced into submission, and 
I will give my reason for making this declaration. The con- 
duct of this country, for some years past, has obviously been 
such as tended to reduce America to servility, to slavery ; 
every measure of administration was calculated to wound the 
fxeedom of the colonies; and it requires but little argument 
to prove, that as soon as America is enslaved. Great Britain's 
loss of liberty will be at hand. Exclusive of this very gal- 
ling circumstance, what an immense expcnce, what a heavy 
burden would it be to this country, to keep so extensive a 
continent in a state of slavery ^ None but the weakest of po- 
liticians, none but the worst of men, would ever have dreamt 
of aiming at a purpose so manifestly unjust, injurious, and 
destructive I 

The noble Earl had mentioned Prince Ferdinand as a 
great general, and intimated a wish that he was at present 
called on to take the command of that army which was to 

defend 
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defend the kingdom. The noble Earl had mentioned the 
Prince as the one man whose abilities and wisdom united had 
been the cause of an army of 40,000 men beating an army 
of 100,000. He could not help differing from the nobie 
£^rl in both points. He believed few victories wefeowing 
either to the single valour or the single experience of Orte 
man. If the instruments under him were not equal to the 
tjwlc achieved, the atte?npt would necessarily prove fruitless^ 
A smaller army might beat a larger; but then not only the 
men must be well disciplined, and full of spirit, but the offi- 
cers second in command, and those inferior, down to the- very 
subalterns, must be capable of giving effect to the plan of 
their leaders, and, by a proper co-operation, invigorate and 
support the efforts of the whole army. He had hii eye on a 
noble Earl who served under Prince Ferdinand, and to whom 
he verily believed a great part of the Prince's success last 
war ought justly to be ascribed. That noble E^rl [Walde- 
gravc I was, in his opinion, as capable of taking the com- 
mand of our army, and conducting it successfully, in ca^eof 
invasion, as any German Prince in Christendom ; and he 
never could consent to intreat the service of foreigners in our 
army, while so many able English officers were unemployed. 

Earl of Shelhurne said, as soon as the French ambassador 
delivered the oflensive pj^per, they should have given imme- 
diate orders for the striking of some decisive blow at France ; 
some sudden shock that would serve effectually to draw her 
attention from making an offensive war, either in Europe or 
elsewhere, to the protection and security of her own coasts 
and distant dependencies, Mmisters, ignorant as they were, 
must know, that France was vulnerable in the West Indies— - 
There the troops and fleet under General and Lord Howe 
must have proved successful. He had seen an officer of 
rank and experience, lately returned from Philadelphia, who 
assured him that the army there was composed of veteran 
tn>ops, ably commanded, and in the most perfect discipline 
and good order. This army and fleet might be ready to pro- 
ceed on any service against our natural enemies early in the 
next month, if they should receive their orders in time ; and 
having no equal force to oppose them, whatever service they 
were sent on must be crowned with success. 

The noble Duke had wished that he would shew in what 
manner America was to be regained without our agreeing to 
her claim of independency. He would give their lordships 
his opinion ; and he tlianked the nohle Duke for calling for 
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it. Leave the Americans to themselves^ and he had no man- 
ner of doubt but they would soon send commissioners to offer 
terms to Great Britain, There was a natural necessity which 
would force America to come back to an alliance with this 
country. She could not, however artful men might gloss 
over the matter^ be so lost to all sense of her own interest as 
to continue dependent on France. She would soon see the 
ridiculous false bias she had taken. Her own interest, her 
own ease, her own happiness, would point it out ; and the 
consequence would be, that all cause of animosity and con- 
tention ceasing, she would, on motives of sound policy, at 
length, of her own accord, offer terms to England. 

The noble Duke had alluded to Earl Waldegrave, as 
having materially assisted Prince Ferdinand in his success last 
war. He was exceedingly willing to do the noble Earl 
ample credit for his braVery and skill, as a military man ; 
but neither took away from the merit of Prince Ferdinand, 
who was one of those men rarely to be met with ; he had 
scarcely ever read of a general so truly expert, both in the 
cabinet and in the field, so wonderfully able both as a general 
and a negotiator, except the famous John Duke of Marl- 
borough ; and he would venture to say, that no officer who 
•ervcd in Germany last war would deny him a claim to un- 
common abilities : indeed he had never heard of more than 
pne commander [Lord George Gcrraaine], in that army, who 
did not always speak of him in terms of praiscj in terms of 
admiration. 

He concluded with declaring, that no good could be ex- 
pected from the present set of men in office, who stood not 
on their own legs, and dared not maintain a single opinion, 
unless it was backed and supported by their colleagues, who 
received their final instructions from an authority they dare 
not acknowledge. Could any one therefore be surprised at 
the errors of such men ? Their blunders hitherto had ob- 
viously reduced Great Britain to a very calamitous situation, 
and their scandalous inactivity on the present occasion, added 
to the encouragement they gave to the national despondency, 
by not speaking out, seemed to threaten the ruin of the em- 
pire— »a predicament in which he saw clearly they would ra- 
ther see Great Britain involved, than part with tlieir beloved 
places. '. 

Lord Ravensworth closed the debate. He said he was asto- 
nished bow the noble Lords in administration could sit so 
many hours silent, and hear their conduct so severely ar- 

VoL. IX. Dd ralgned 
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raigned by the noble Duke, bnt more particularly by the no- 
ble Lord, and not offer the least justificatioD^ or &o.mH^h.a% 
a single syllable in reply, even to blunt Ae force of ^nyvofihe 
heavy charges made agaimt them. This silence^ he hoped, 
portended some good to the natioR ; for by refusing to a^swer^ 
they tacitly confessed the troth of the several accusatiens;/an4 
the next step he hoped they would take, would be to wait<x^ 
their Sovereign , fairly confess ^ey had -deceived both hia Mft^ 
jesty and the Nation, and resign thek places, as do ICHigcarfil 
to conduct the public afiairs. 

The qtiestion was put> and the House dividcj : Contents 
33-, Non-Contents 50. 

As soon as the division was over, the Earl of Aiingd^n .gtt 
op and said, these dead majorities will be the ruin of this n^i* 
tion. Let the question be what it will, though the salva^k^ 
of the country depend upon it, if it be moved by the ninrnQp. 
it 1? sure of a negative : and, my Lords, we are toldt^iiy >|b^ 
ministry, that this is the only way in which his Maj^fey :iyilj 
receive our counsel. It may, indeed, my Lords, be the-oBlf 
way in which his Majesty will ceceive our counsel j but \i\% 
z^ the only way in which we have a right to give our coubmA 
to his Majesty. My Lords, we are the hereditary counseUovi^ 
of the Crown, and have aright to an audience of his Majesty 
at all times, to lay our humble services before him. I thepe- 
fore move, my Lords, that we of the minority do,, in a body« 
wait upon bis Majesty with the address that has been this day 
made by the noble Duke : it contains information worthy Hit 
royal ear; what effect it may produce is not for me to forejudge^ 

The Duke of Richmond assented to the proposal of the no* 
blc EarJ, and said, that, if it Was agreeable to the other Lo^^ds, 
he hi wself bad no objection ; but that that was a matter which 
would be best settled out of the House. 

Lord Dttiiley moved to adjourn, and the Lord Chancellor 
was putting the question,, when 

.• The Duke of Richmond to^^^ and observed that their Lord* 
ships -were proceeding contrary' to all Parliamentary form, 
there being two orders for the House to be summoned that 
day : one, the order just disposed of, and the other, for the 
third reading of the Foley estate bill : the latter now conse- 
quently stood the order of the day. He appealed to the Jour- 
nal, apd asked if there was a single Lord present who would 
say that the adjournment could take place, without a manifcfit 
breach of the rules and orders of the House, unless the oidet 
in the books, for which their Lordships were summoned,, &i$ 
well as on the state of the nation, was tir&t read ? 
-/. . . The: 
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The order 0f the daf was dien read for tJhetliitd ^eading^ 
fbe Foley estate bill, on wiiich 

The Jxytkl ChanctUpr rose, and observed^ that faethougiit it 
extremely improper to agitate a question <^ so mucU ixBfior* 
tance at that late hoar of the night, particuiarij as several 
Lords who meant to attend the third i^ing were gone away, 
not supposing that any forther business wooild betransacted. 
His Lordrfiip, therefore, wished that the order ndght be post- 
poned till the next day. 

This being objected to by the Dukeof Aicbmond and se- 
veral other Lopds, the Lord Chancellor withdrew his motion^ 
and moved. That the bill be referred back to the judges. 
This brought on a 'ddmte which lasted about an hour, when 
the question being put, the Contents were 24, the Non-Con- 
tents 24. The question being tiius seemingly lost for want 
of a single vote, the Lord Chuicellor called for the proxies. 
The Duke of Richmond objected to this, as being against a 
standing order. The standing onler was accordingly refer- 
red tOj by which it appeared, that the House should not re- 
ceive proxies in judicial proceedings. His Grace contended, 
that the present bill came within the order, as being of a 
private judicial nature. The objection being overruled, the 
jjroxies were called over, whea there appeared five for, and 
three against it ; so that the ultimate number for sending the 
amendments made to the biH to be reconsidered by the judges 
were 29, against k 27. The Duke of Richmond said, he 
disapproved ao much of piodixring proxies in judicial or pri*- 
vate decisions, that although he hfti the Duke (^ Leinster'f 
proxy, he would not make use of it. The principal speakers 
in this debate were the Lord Chancellor, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Earls of Sandwich and Marchmont, for the 
question ; and the Duke of Richmond and Earl of Derby 
against it. 

Aprii 9. 

The following protest was entered upon the journals 09 
the negative being put to the motion yesterday, for an huin* 
b)e address to his Majesty :— 
■" Dissentient, — 

Because we think the rejection of the proposed address 
at this very time may appear to indicate in this House a desire 
if continuing that plan of ignorance, concealment, deceit, 
and delusion, by wliich the Sovereign and his People have al- 
reiriy been brought into so many and so grievdus calamities. 
We hold it absolutely necessary that both Sovereign and Peo- 
ple should be undeceived, and that they should distinctly and 
aiitfaentically be n^ade acquainted with the state of thevr ^£- 

D d 2 Hi\T^^ 
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fairs, which is faithfully represented in this proposedaddicss, 
at a time when our existence as a nation may depend vpoa 
US' concerning a just idea of our real sitoadony.alid ^upoaour 
wisdom, as making a proper use of it, p* * - 

" - RlCHMOND«, POKTLAMB^ ' .<• 

Abergavenny, Effingham^ ^ r. 

Thanet, Radnor, 

Abingdon, Rockingham* 

Harcourt, Stamford-, 

De Ferrars^ Manchester,.- 

FlTZWILLIAM, PoNSONBY, 

J, St. Asaph, Craven, 

Devonshire,. Spencer, 

Bolton* Herefqrb^/- 

April lO. 
Piivate business. Adjourned to ttc I3th, • ^^ • « - 
April 13, 14, 15, 16. » 

>Io debates • Adjourned to the 29th. - '■■v'"- 

No debates. « 

May 1. :• :v 

No debate. Adjourned to the 4th. 

No debates. 

May 61 
' • Bill from the Commons for the more speedy and effectual 
recruiting of his Majesty's land forces being read a second 
time, a short debate arose. 

The Duke of Bolton stated several objections to it, among 
the rest, that in the clause which enables the commissioners 
of the land tax to pay the bounty for impressing, it orders 
that forty shillings shall be allowed out of every pound. 

The Lord Chancellor apologized for the absence of the two 
secretaries of state, ih answer to an observation of the noble 
Duke who spoke last, and was for sending the bill to a com- 
• mittee, in order to rectify the blunder which should have been 
out of every three pounds ; and added, if the Commons re- 
jected the amendment, on the idea that it would be an en- 
croachment on their privileges, that would not be their Lord* 
ships* fault. 

Duke of Bolton replied to an explanation of the learned 
Lord, relative to the absence of one of the secretaries of 
state, and said there were several other material objections tqt 
the bill besides the blunder alluded to. 

Lord fFey mouth now appeared, apologized for his not com- 
ing 
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inff down; earlier, and said that iiedid not. know that the HU 
W(foId be opposed. 

Earl of Effingham opposed the principle as well as seveifsil 
of the provsions of the bill. • 

Duke of Matfchesier^ among other things^ mentioned the 
great sickness which prevailed among the crews of the men of 
war -at Portsmouth. Se said he was ju« arrived from Ports- 
mouth, and that aboard one ship (the Revenge) there was no 
kss than 25X) sick, and upwards of 1/00 seamen in the hos- 
pitals* 

Earl oi Denbigh said, he had likewise been at Portsmouth, 
and had made particular inquiries, but had heard nothing of 
what was mentioned by the noble Duke who spoke last, 

Duke of Manchester J in reply, confirmed what he had be- 
fore asserted, and said, there would be no occasion for the 
present bill, if the oflFers of the Whigs were accepted of. He 
was one of the number who had offered his assistance, but 
difficulties were started which prevented his intentions from 
taking effect. 

Earl Gower said such bills, whenever public exigencies 
made them necessary, were constantly passed since the Re- 
%'olution. 

The House divided; for the bill 22, against it 10. 

May 7. 

The order of the House to summon their Lordships to at- 

^end^on a motion of the Duke of Richmond was then read; 

/ when his Grace, in a short speech, opened the grounds of bis 

motion, which was substantially for a copy of all papers re- 

; Native to the accounts received of the equipment, sailing, 

' and destination, of the Touloi? fleet. 

.— hofAtVeym^uih stated «ome objection,s to the propriety of 
communicating matters of so delicate a naturCi which might 
,; Ibe-the means oi* stopping such sources of information in time 
. to come, 

-f' Th<5 Duke oi Richmond gdwe way tothe force of this objec- 
. -iion^.^d narrowed his motion to the equipment and sailing 
. iPnly ; which was agreed to without further opposition, 
T Maye. 

: • No debate, Adjoui'ned to the nth, , . 

May 11, 12. 
ir'T-rNo debates. 

T'"> ^:>-:-... May 13, 

:c: .'nEarl oiShelburne, after a short , preface, moved tj^rt, the 

House do attend the funeral of the late William Earl of 

'iCbatbami whatever day his Majesty aliaU appoijlti: i^Lord 

J Pudley moved, that the debate be adjourned uU to-tftSiuw* ^ 

D d 3 ^^i 
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and the question b^ing put, the CoatCDtfr ^^cie^ l6^ 2ipo- 
Contents 15. The main question put by LfOrdi ^li^I^^r^^ 
being now put, the Contents w«re i6, Non-Contents 16^ aod 
proxies being called for, the proxies ((^ ths^ original anient 
were 3, against it 4 ^ so that the numbers ior the«tl«ndsi|^ce 
of the House of Lords on the funeral of WiUliam Kaj^l of 
Chatham were IQ^ Non-Contents 20^ proiie^ included. 

May 14, 15. r -c 

No debates. Adjourned to the idth. 

May 18. 
No debate. Adjourned to the 20tb« 
May 2a, 21,22. 
No. debates. Adjourned to the 125th. . -{ 

Mi>25. 
Second reading of the bill for repealing part o( tl^ etev^ath 
and twelfth of Kmg William, to prevent the increasepf fio* 

PWy- ■ ■ •^. .'r: 

Bishop of Peterborough. As a friend to civil and rdigiaus 
liberty, I am free, my Lords, to own, that I think there 
ought to be neither penalty nor restraint on the intercotirse 
between God and a man's own conscience. I cannot thertr 
fore but disapprove of all laws which are calculated tp op- 
press men for their religious persuasion ; and to tempt any 
one with views of interest to trespass on his duty and natunil 
affection, by depriving his father of his estate, or supplaot* 
ing his brethren, is a policy, in my opinion, inconsistent 
with reason, justice, and humanity. i 

At the same time, my Lords, permit me to say, I am not 
so ignorant of the genius of popery, as not to know it is a 
very difficult matter to consider its religious principles aUo- 
gether distinct from that political superstructure which has 
been raised upon them ; and to the support of which. I can- 
not but fear, that, should occasion offer, they might still Up 
made too subservient. 

Afty alteration, therefore, in. those laws which the wisdom 
of Parliament has thought necessary, from time to time, for 
the preservation of our church and state, ought not to be 
made without due deliberation ; and altho* 1 profess myself 
to be a friend to the principle of this bill, yet I wish it had 
been brought in sooner in the session, that it might not have 
appeared to be hurried thro* both houses of Parliament; and 
that we might not only have had time to consider it ourselves, 
but to know the general disposition of the nation e'er it past 
into law ; for I hold it to be worthy your Lordships' atten-- 
tion not oply tp look into the real 3ccurity of the constitution, 
but to prevent alarms of ima^iuaxY d^^^er, with which ig- 
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AtiT^cef and tnalicA hive beFetoforct aiid i&aty again kindle 
iilieir at^flanfe, as the authority ofi taw wiH find it difficuh t6 
'extinguish, 

But a« there may bepartkular Gireuinstafiees which might 
hlake delay inconvenient, I beg leave to submit to yo«r 
ILordships* con'sideration a doubt concerning the operation 
of this bill. -^ As the law now stands, a younger son may, by 
prof^sin^ himself a protestant, deprive his elder brother of 
the estate. But afterthebill t>efore us shait have passed, may 
not an estate be so limited as to descend only to a catholic ; « 
and an elder brother foe incapacitated by the limitation, if he 
professes himself a protestant ? 

Provision was made by the act of King William for the 
.maintenance and education of a child, being a protestant, du- 
ring his father's life, at the direction of the Lord Chancellor; 
this part of the act is not repealed by the present bill; but, 
my Lords, what may be the condition of such child under 
the conditions of settlement after his father's death ? May he 
not be left destitute because he is not a Roman Catholic T 

These doubts I submit to your Lordships* better judgment, 
aM trust that, if necessary, some provision wiH be made in 
the committee to prevent the inconveniences that may heret. 
ifier arise, if they are not in time attended to. 

Marquis of Rockingham said a few words to shew that the 
repealof these clauses would but relieve a very dutiful attd 
loyal part of the King's subjects from hardships, which it was 
disgraceful for any government to inflict. The reverend 
prelate had mentioned a particular effect which would be pro*- 
duced by the bill, as if, in some instance, it gave advantage 
to those peopfle superior to what the rest of his Majesty's sofc- 
jects enjoyed; but the bill had in fact no such purport; k 
only brought them back to a level with their fellow sfubjects 
^ large, in a few ceitain points of religious toleration and 
security of possessions, whilst, in a variety of other instances, 
they remained in a situation much inferior to them with re- 
spect to privileges of religion, profit, power, and honours. 

Earl of Shelburne followed the Marquis upon the same 
grounds, wishing that restraints similar to those now about 
to be repealed, had not reduced three-fourths of the people 
of Ireland to a state of wretchedness, tending equally to ali- 
enate their affections from this government, and to prevent an 
influx of wealth from that country to this. He wished that, 
with a liberal toleration of religion, there should be given to a 
people, who had demeaned themselves so well, a security 
and free disposal of their property. Further than this he 

D d 4 would 
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would not venture to hint at or approv^e ;< and\astthei present 
bill did not go beyond that, or indeed, so.far, be wi^ed il 
should neither meet with opposition or delay. .He went >4 
little into the history o£ the penal clauses which theact was 
intended to repeal ; and observed thai;,: when they were first 
proposed in Parliament, nobody approved of them, yet- nop 
body had spirit enough to oppose them. He advertednoL^e 
case of a Mr. Molony^ a priest of the Roman Qathplic per&uar 
sion^ who had been apprehended and brought to trial. by ihe 
lowest and most despicable of mankind, a common informing 
constable of the city of London.— He was convictedof beingA 
popish priest, and the court were reluctantly obliged to. cpnr 
d^mA him (shocking as the idea was,) to perpetual imprison- 
ment. His Lordship was then in office, and though every 
method was taken by the privy council to give a legal dis« 
charge to the prisoner, neither the laws then in force would 
allow of it, nor dared the King himself to grant him a pardon. 
He, however, with his colleagues in office, were so perfectly 
persuaded of the impolicy and inhumanity of the law, that 
tbcy ventured to give him his liberty at every hazard. . 

The bill was upon this read a second time without further 
opposition. ' .y 

The other order of the day to read the Toulon papers. The 
clerk having read them, the Duke of Richmond said, that in 
spite of every difficulty which had been thrown in the way to 
obtain information, and open the eyes of the people to the 
perilous situation in which they stood, he had persevered in 
hisduty, and was convinced he acted perfectly right in so doing. 
Convinced of the inevitable ruin which must have ensued, had 
the same dangerous mad career of politics been pursued, he en- 
deavoured to rouse the nation to a proper sense of its real state 
both within and without; and in the whole of what had been 
urged against this line of conduct, he was glad to see it this 
day refuted in the fullest manner, and that by an evidence np 
less authentic and decisive than the very papers now read. 
The only semblance of argument resorted to by the noble 
Xx)rds in administration against agreeing to the resolutions, 
moved in the committee on the state of the nation, was shortly 
this: ^' We, said the noble Lords, agreed with you, that the 
propositions now made are incontrovertible, are truisms ; but 
we do not wish to give tht^m a parliamentary sanction, lest it 
should expose our internal weakness, and thereby invite our 
rivals tg break with, or attack us." What do the present pa- 
pers prove ? That ministers had in general a full and correct ac- 
. count of what was going forward in the Frejich ports. Is 

there 
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there ^ne of yoor Lordships who can entertain a doubt, that 
Frdfnce was not only wdl acquainted with the mutilated, im- 
perfect information. which came before this House, but wai 
thoroughly informed of what was tlien lield back. 

His Grace observed, that early in the month of Jannarfv 
and regularly thenceforward to the last date, accounts had 
been transmitted to the office of the noble Viscount over the 
ivay [Weymouth J, and latterly to the department for execu- 
ting the office of Lord High Admiral, at the head of whicfr 
the noble Earl in his eye presided [Lord Sandwich J, of the ar-» 
maments going on in the months of December at tFie port of 
Toulon. This information was full, uniform, and frequcnti 
till the last lien 'days ; and yet the noble Earl took no decisive 
5tep> or made any preparation wliatever, to defeat the inten* 
tionsof the French court. 

• It had been regularly the mode adopted on the approach Wf 
a War with France and Spain, more particularly since GibraK- 
lar and Minorca formed a part of the dominions of the Bri- 
tish crown, to dispatch a fleet iiito the Mediterranean, an3 
the reason was obvious ; because the strength of cither cnei 
or. both, of those powers was divided by nui-urc. The Gut of 
Gibraltar formed this natural barrier. In tiie. event of aWSr", 
therefore, it was always the policy of this country to avail it- 
self of the possession of the fortress of Gibraltar, by station- 
ing a squadron there, to prevent a junction of the naval fort^ 
of France in the Mediterranean, in the hrst instance, with itii 
Jleet in the Western sea. The same conduct applied whpii 
France and Spain ^^^ere unit'ed, or were expected to uni^e, 

Before he proceeded further, he would be glad to knoir 
what was the reason that the information of the state of the 
Toulon fleet, which was so full, and in general correct, 
should have stopped short for the last ten days previous to the 
account of its sailing, which appeared by the papers not to 
be known here till the 2gth of ApriU-He would assure their 
Lordships, that it was publicly in the streets of Paris, on the 
17th of April, that the Toulon fleet had sailed on the J 3th; 
bow then came it to pass that administration had no certain 
account to the 2j)th; at soonest till the 27tli? a space of full 
ten days, in which time a man might have hopped from Pa-' 
ris to London. His Grace allowed that the fact might be 
well known to administration ; but that they might not have 
thought it prudent to detach : if the latter was the case, 
then the situation of this country was truly deplorable. Our 
navy, when, upon the former occasions an attack from France 
on these islands was said to b« possible^ if not probable, wa$ 

affirmed 
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zSitmeA to be our only sure defence^ our natkutal bulwark; 
it was added emphatically by the noble Earl al the beait of 
the admiralty, that it was the duty, and that no nan was 
fit to preside at that board, who was not able at atl tkneH id 
have fleets superior to any that Franpe and Spain united should 
be able to bring against us. Taking this public deeiaraitidii, 
on one hand, and opposing it with the inability to d^ftch^ 
from our home defence, would reduce tlie person whomskie 
this confident assertion to the dilemma of being accountable ttj 
the nation by his head, of assuring it that he would always 
have a superior fleet to any thing which France and Spi^' 
could bring against us : or that, having a fleet in our potU 
strong enough to admit and spare a detachment, he had neg<r 
kcted to send one, after so many and so full repeated ili- 
formations of the equipment, and at length the sailing of the 
Toulon fleet. 

His Grace observed, from the papers on the table, that 
there were l6 men of war of the line at Toulon, cm: had sailed 
from thence ; 25 at Brest, and 23 at Cadiz. Without, there^ 
fore, taking into account what might be in the French and 
Spanish West-Indies, or at home in other ports, he was fair* 
ly justified in affirming, that the naval force at sea, or fit for 
it, belonging to France and Spain, consisted of sixty-four or 
sixty-five men of war of the line, with a proportionable num- 
ber of frigates. What had Great Britain to this ? twenty 
men of war of the line under Admiral Keppel, eleven of 
which he saw leave St. Helen's under Admiral Parker; one 
of which sailed under Admiral Montague for Newfoundland, 
and another for the West Indies ; in all thirty-three. He 
could not help observing, however, the very humiliating ap- 
pearance it bad, to see a vice-admiral of the red-squadron 
unaccompanied to his station, at the very eve of war ; and 
another admiral obliged to go in the same manner ; nor at the 
same time of lamenting the fate of this country, which was 
reduced to running the hazard of trusting its flags aboard 
single ships; and of course, in the event of hostilities, sub- 
jected to the probability of capture. Taking this account to 
be as he had stated it, his Grace observed, in case of an 
uniof^ of the naval force of France and Spain, it would ap- 
pear, that the whole of our fleet fit for service would be found 
to amount to thirty -three ships; while it was acknowledged 
that the navy of France and Spain amounted to sixty-four or 
sixty-five. He was as ready as any of their Lordships to 
testify to the superior bravery and skill of the British seamen, 
but he would be sorry to impose upon others, or suffer him- 
self 
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self lobeimposed upon ao grosty as to believe diat, with suck 
a TBanifest disparity on our part, we should he ever c^le to 
meet, our enemies with any prospect of success. Such am 
expectation was equally preposterous, improbiibie, and ^b*- 
surd ; and he was the best friend to his country who endea*- 
youred to point out at once the fallacy and danger ot such 
vain, idle, and iH-founded suppositions. 
, The noble Earl would probably say, though we were able 
and willing to detach, that it was impracticable on account 
of contrary winds. He begged, therefore, to meet whatever 
XQight be attempted to be built on this circumstance: he could 
sjpeak from his own knowledge, that, at the time it was said 
tl^ fleet was detained by contrary winds from sailing, that 
the Victory came .round from Chatham, and that two men of 
war of the line had separately sailed from Portsmouth har- 
bour for Plymouth. Why not then send the eleven ? 'Ihc 
fact was, he believed, and he understood it to be such, tliat no 
part of the fleet had its stores on board, to proceed upon any 
distant service, which,ihis Grace said, was totally inexcusabje, 
and the ministers and first commissioner of the admir^ilty 
must have known some weeks before, if any such detach* 
ment could be spared, that the papers on the table p(>intedoac 
the necessity of being every way prepared either for a sbo^ft 
or long voyage. 

His Grace said he must advert to die vauntings and boast* 
iogs of thenobleEarl [SandwichJ, early in the present session^ 
when a noble Eail [Chatham], now no more, and whose loss 
must be deservedly regretted by every lover of his country, 
told him, that we bad not twenty ships of the line lit for ac* 
tua) service ; the noble Earl at the head of the admiralty an- 
swered, that we had thirty-five ready to proceed to sea at a 
day's notice, and seven at a fortnight ; yet it had now como 
out, that the whole number, allowing for odd ships, at the 
%nd of six months, did not exceed that numhcr ; and that 
those in any state of forwardness or preparation did not ex- 
ceed the other seven ; so that the whole of the noble Earl's 
assertions amounted exactly in May to what tlicy were meant 
to import in the preceding November ; from which he diew 
this inference, that considering the difTerent means used with* 
in the six months now alluded to, the deceased noble Earl 
was fully justified in his assertion, that we had not above 
twenty ships of the line fit fof actual service in the month of 
November at a day's notice. 

The noble Earl bad but one answer, and that one he had 
O&ce already givenj to defend bi^ breach of promise to tlic 

nation ', 
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nation ; and which, by the by^ if true, he should have had 
the modesty to conceal ; that was, that seamen could not be 
procured on account of the loss of the supply we alwa^rs 
procured in time of war from America. The noble Earl 
should have foreseen this eventual defalcation, or he wa9 not 
worthy of the high post he occupied. He ^should have ak 
Ibwed for this loss, have provided against it, or shaped his 
measures accordingly. He knew, long before his lateboasls- 
ings,that that supply would be cut off; consequently he had 
no right to count on it, or took credit for the present, though 
he knew it was a false one. His Grace concluded with item- 
ing, "That it appears to this House that his Majesty's toi- 
nisters did receive intelligence at different times inthen^ontbs 
of January, February, March, and April last, of the equip- 
ment of the Toulon fleet, which sailed under the command 
of the Count d'Estaing on the I3th of the said last month of 
April." :.:«: 

Earl of Sandwich said, he lamented the charges madeagajhit 
him in his absence, at Aic time the present papers wereifiovfid 
for ; and the noble Duke had alluded to something wbic|i 
fell from a noble Viscount high in office [Weymouth J, tend- 
ing to acknowledge that it would not be prudent to detach. 
He did not mean at present to trouble their Lordships on that 
part of the subject, but just to remind them, that the ques* 
tipn of detaching or not detaching was not before the House ; 
because, to enable the House to decide upon so important and 
delicate a question, the force, intentions, and disposition of 
our enemies should be known; which would be subjects ex- 
tremely improper to be discussed in that assembly. 

He was persuaded how little entitled a person of so triflmg 
consequence as himself was to call for their Lordships' atten- 
tion; he, nevertheless, trusted to their Lordships' candour, 
tlwt they would indulge him with an opportunity to excul- 
pate himself from the personal charges made by the noble 
Duke. 

As to the general censure thrown upon the conduct of 
naval affairs, and pointed personally to him, he begged leave 
to differ from the noble Duke in the application. He was no 
more answerable than any other individual in administration; 
if the measures were wisely planned, he wasintitled to share 
the credit; if otherwise, to share the blame. If, on the 
; other, hand, the measures committed to his charge had been 
J'aithfully executed, as far as lay in his power, he must stand 
fully justified to the public. So far he was liable to answer, 
and. no. more. The noble Duke had lamented, that the ad- 
vice 
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. vticeof hini and his friends was not iH:tended to ; the truth 
"Was^ that France had been^ for the two or three last years, 
acting a most insidious part ; and had done us more mischief 
than if she had actually declared against us i 

As to the assertion made by the noble DuJie, of what had 
fallen from him on a former occasion, he knew it was not 
regular, cither to mention words used in a former dcbatey or 
to reply to them when mentioned. But he should wave the 
point of form, in order to shew to his Grace thatiie did 
not wish to evade the charge. He would, therefore, for the 
sake of appearances, consider the words now alluded to, as 
urged in an adjourned debate. The words imputed to him 
irere, that he said, " that the person who held the oflBce of 
first commissioner of the admiralty ought no tenger to hold 
it than while he had a fleet, on every occasion, equal to any 
:|hat France and Spain could bring against us." Heobserved, 
that the noble Duke misstated or misrepresented his words. 
He never said anything like it ; what he said was, ^^ that he 
diought administration ought, at all times, to have a fleet at 
home superior to France and Spain." If we had not such a 
fleet, which he by no means agreed to, he certainly would 
be liable to his share of the blame, as an individual composing 
that administration ; but not in the character of First Lord of 
the Admiralty. 

The noble Duke had made another charge, which he 
thought himself bound to reply to, which was by implication, 
supposing that what had fallen from him in a former debate, 
in answer to a noble statesman, now no more [Lord Chatham], 
who insisted, in November last, that we had not twenty ships 
of the line ready for actual service, could not be true; that 
we had thirty -five ships of the line ready for sea, and seven 
more in great forwardness, the crews being more than half 
formed; and the prc»of on which the noble Duke rests his 
charge is, that we have not now more than that number. If 
the noble Duke's proof fails him, his argument is at an end. 
^is Lordship said, there were twenty-one under Admiral 
Keppel ; fifteen gone to Plymouth ; the Mars, since that 
time, was condemned ; another was burnt to the water's edge; 
two were at Plymouth ; two more had part of their crews 
shipped on board of the grand fleet ; the Terrible, Sir R.' 
Bickerton commander, had 240 sick a-board, and was there- 
fore, at present, unfit for sea ; two others were cruizing ; one 
paid off; one sailed to the East-Iiidies, and two came into 
dock, in order to undergo a slight repair ; so that the 
whole number fit for sea was neither twenty -five nor forty- 
two. 
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two, but forty -nirtc: of course tlw* admiralty was not ^te 
idle from NovenAcr till May; nor was it any proci-oaWf 
that because we had forty-nine shipc of the line, most-of -dieitf 
fit for actual service, that we had not twenty, or tMre than 
twenty in November. It might be said, that, although we had 
forty-nine, it was not equal to the combined fleets of FMIce^ 
and Spain ; on this he could <wily observe, that k wai not 
eeitain that Spain would join France ; or, if she did, rould 
Any one say what state the f»poe thus United was in ? Friendly 
assurances from the court of Madrid were received : but 'even 
supposing the worst ; besides the forty- nine ships lasttnen- 
tioned, ten more had been put in commisson for a considera^ 
ble time, and were completing their crews, which amounted 
to fifty -nine : several more ships were ready to take crewsf 
aboard ; and if seamen could be procured, he had no dread 
of his being able to procure ships enough for their reccfUionj 
add to this, that there were nine ships of the line more now 
in America, or on their respective stations in the West-indies; 
The noble Duke seemed to lay great stress on our neglect 
in permitting France to collect so formidable a naval force : 
besides one reason akeady assigned {their per Ediousiiess]), be 
wished the noble Duke would recollect, that France, {cm* tli« 
last three years, had, contrary to its constant policy hereto-; 
fore, directed its chief attention to its marine ; and had, by 
that means, put it on its present respectable footing. But 
even still, if seamen could be had, there was very little to be 
dreaded fiom their naval power. The noble Duke, he ob- 
served, lived in an extensive maritime county, where it 
might be presumed he t:ad great influence. The most es- 
sential service he thought, at this conjuncture, when he had 
every reason to believe a war to be inevitable, would be, for 
his Grace to exert himself, and support the naval officers in 
their endeavours to procure seamen. The noble Duk>e was 
Lord Lieutenant of that county ; and therefore required no 
aid from government in order to strengthen his hands. 

The noble Duke says, if we arc able to detach a fleets it 
should have been sent to Gibraltar to watch the Gut, and 
prevent a junction of the French and Spanish, or French 
or Spanish fleets from the Mediterranean to the ocean : anrci 
tlie reason assigned by him is, that it was the constant ^prac- 
tice in former times. If his Grace rests his argument thene, 
he is most certainly mistaken ; for it was not even so at the 
approach of the late successful war* We did not send a 
sq'.iadron there, though hostilities had commenced at sea for 
some months-. ... 

His 
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' His Lordshij^ coneluded with observing, that he wished 
the. question should be negatived, tho* he looked upon him- 
fif)lf prevented, from his situationj and the personal applliczr 
tion, irom doing it. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that the noble Earl took a 
responsibility on himself, when he assured the Houses that k 
was the. duty of the first cc»nmissioner of the admiralty to 
Have a fleet at adl times superior to the combined force of 
£rance and Spain. The noble Earl had contradicted that as« 
sertion. To. preserve parliamentary decorum, all he could 
say was to appeal to their Lordships, whether such an expres-> 
sion as that imputed to the noble Lord, had not more than 
once come from him. But, in his Lordship's defence, he 
peroeived he had blended another matter, by way of justifi- 
nation, which to all substantial purposes confirmed what wi» 
imputed to him, as if he had acknowledged what he now 
»o earnestly denied.' Says the noble Earl, I am not indi- 
vidually responsible ; I have acted in concert with others, 
and am willing to share the blame in common with the rest 
of his Majesty s confidential servants. Now, how does the 
case stand ^ The noble Earl himself acknowledges, that ad- 
ministration ought at all times to have a superior naval force 
tothat of France and Spain ; he allows we have not such a 
force : he consequently confesses that administration are cul- 
pable ; and being so, according to his own explanation, makes 
himself responsible for a neglect of duty to his Sovereign and 
his country, and for every consequence which may follow 
his neglect or incapacity. But, independent of this circum- 
stance, 1^ has not been less industrious to convict himself in 
his official capacity. A superiority at sea, he grants, ought 
to be maintained ; that superiority has not been maintained ; 
why then remain in an office, to execute ministerially, when 
he must know that thpse who have acted with him have failed 
in their first duty, that of having a superior fleet to any that 
JFrance and Spain can bring against us ? 

As to his Lordship's answer to the state of the navy, in 
November, by giving a list upon paper of forty-nine ships of 
the line, in his opinion it only served to contirm the asser- 
ticxi of the deceased noble Earl ; for, with all his Lordship's 
ingenuity, the total, after deducting the ships condemned, 
burnt, disabled^ repairing, stripped of part of their crews 
to be put on board others, &c. did not amount, on the 20th 
instant, to more than about thirty -five or thirty -seven ships 
of the line, ready to proceed to sea, at a day'^s notice, and 
iBeven in a fortnight. He defied the noble £arl bo contradict 

him. 
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him. If so, then it was a fairi it was an inevitable coDcI^|poii 
.from the premises, to say, that either .the state ofxheJBeepn 
November was fallacious, or that the noble Earl, ifitkt^i^vd 
of a SIX months press, during the two last of whicbiit yi^ 
carried on with all imaginable vigour, had been idle^hi^^ap 
nothing, or next to nothing ; though, from the evidmc^ojn 
the table, he was fully apprized tor the greater paitQf t^ 
time, that France was arming, and preparing to stnke abloir 
against this kingdom, or some of its dependencies. , 

As to what had been recommended to him, in order tpai- 
,sist in procuring seamen, which the noble Lord acknowledge 
were so much wanting, he was ready to do every thing injus 
power. He disliked the mode of manning our navy by .^ 
press; but necessity, grounded on the preservation of^f 
state where it existed, superseded all Qther consideration^^ The 
time was now come when we must contend for the very [ex- 
istence of this country as a free state. He disapprovc^d Q^'a 
press, where the purpose it was intended to serve was tl^e m- 
«laving our brethren in America ; but as soon as the F/cncH 
minister, by drawing the mask aside, had declared the intent 
tions of his court, be began to entertain very, different senti* 
ments ; and as a proof that he did so, he appealed to the jlbble 
Earl, who, as a minister, must know, that he offered his ser- 
vices, and engaged to raise a regiment ^ stipulating no onher 
condition, but that he might be permitted to serve as a. pro- 
fessional man, without pay or any species of emolument 
whatever. It was not thought proper to accept of this tender; 
but his duty to his country nevertheless pointed out to l^gim 
to advance its interests to the utmost of his ability^ withoiy^ 
waiting to do it in the manner most agreeable to him. . . 

Earl of Bristol, In the weak state oF body I am in, your 
Lordships willeasily believe it must be a very strong impulse 
of the duty I owe my King and country, that could induce 
me to appear before your Lordships, lame as I am,and intrude 
on those deliberations which this counUy now so much standi 
in need of. I assure your Lordships thdt ^11 the bodily pains I " 
have gone through, ever since I had the iu)nour of being last 
in this House, great as they were, were not equal to that which 
I felt in my mind, at being deprived, in so critical and dan- 
gerous a moment,of giving every aid and assistance in my powef 
in my different capacities, to endeavour to extricate this coun- 
try from the deplorable state it is reduced to, through the fatal 
counsels of those who have been intrusted with the affairs of 
this kingdom : and though, my Lords, it may appear like 
presumption in me to flatter myself tliat any thing I can offer 
J to 
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to ^ur Lordships here would have th^ least weight ; or that I 
can be weak or vain enough to think that ray opinion would 
influence a single vote this day : yet, my Lords, permit me to 
say, in the situation of things now, I look for little more than 
that satisfaction I ever have in doing my du^y to my King and 
Country, and declaring my opinion in this open and disinte- 
rested manner, that' I wish every man in the kingdom would 
do, with as little view to their private interest, connections and 
ambition, as I have ever done, and will ever do, shice all I 
seek" is the good opinion of my country : and I am sure the 
noble Duke who has this day made this motion, has set us a 
good example, by his indefatigable labour and perseverance 
for the good of his country, which must justly entitle him to 
the admiration and love of every one. 

My Lords, the noble Duke has so fully expatiated on the 
twb principal heads of his motion, which arc, first, to prove 
the intelligence, received regularly ever since the 3d of Janu- 
ary 1778, of the fitting of the Toulon squadron, till the 13th 
of April last, of their sailing; and our never taking any steps 
to prevent their sailing, by having a squadron at Gibraltar, or 
ever sending orders for any to sail till the 20th of tliis month. 

Secondly, by such omission, our having elTcctually depriv- 
ed the colonies of any security from that squadron, left our 
trade, and even our own coasts, exposed to the insults and 
attacks of that squadron. 

And, my Lords, what has fallen from tlie noble Lord at 
the head of the admiralty, in opposition to thesp motions, be- 
ing^ in my opinion, still stronger arguments forthe resolutions 
moved for, I must observe to your Lordships, that it is noto- 
rious, though we have been near twenty months preparing for 
a war with France, that, till within these six weeks, we 
have never had a ship make any atterppt to look into Brest, to 
observe what that fleet was about, till the Bicnfaisant tbe 
other day was ordered, but whom the French never suffered 
to approaqh the port. Nor can I learn that we have ever 
had a ship or frigate look into Toulon, although that fleet has 
been fitting ever since November 1777 ; and that it is certain 
tliat any ship, by standing into the shore, between Cape Sci- 
cie and the Cape Sepet, may know as well what the French 
ships are about in the road of Toulon, as fow may from the 
walls of Portsmouth, what they are doing at Spithead ; and 
it is notorious, t!iat part of the French fleet were in the rojd 
of Toulon ever since January ; and between that time and 
the 13th of April, that they sailed, you have bad^o shigs to 
watch them; and surely, my Lords, hadour fleet'been inthe 
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boasted situation we have heard, and that there had been even 
35 sail of the line ready for immediate service in March but, 
as the noble Lord at the head of the admiralty declared there 
were, why were not twelve or fourteen ship8disi>atchedto the 
Mediterranean, which must have effectually prevented the 
Toulon fleet from passing the Straits, and, I believe, would 
"have effectually prevented their moving from Toulon ? No, 
my Lords, the French fleet would never have stiired, nor 
would any squadron have attempted to have* gone into t^ 
Straits whilst ours were lying at Gibraltar, or in'^-tlie 
Straits mouth. As certainly, had any ships sailed from 
Brest, you might then have spared others to follow those, and 
join your own, providing you had ships off" Brest to watch 
their motions also* Tour Lordships must all remember, that 
Admiral Osborn, in 1759, kept the French fleet a whole 
winter from passing the Straits, by his diligence in cnriz- 
ing for ever in an easterly wind: and though that since was 
fatal to his life, yet it not only kept the French from sailing, 
but he took three of their ships, by which he ruined that in- 
tended expedition, and obliged the rest to return toTouIcfri^ 
having locked them up for some time in Carthagena* I wlas 
one of that squadron, and cannot think any of your Locd- 
ships can have forgot that memorable service, except the 
noble Lord, who might have profited by the example^ and, 
by sending a squadron to the Mediterranean, have saved him- 
self the shame which I think the ignorance of the present 
situation of the Toulon fleet now covers him with ; as'alto, 
the censures, to say no more, with which his fellow^subjutts 
must for ever load him, should any blow be given by .that 
fleet : nor will any provid'ential impediment, which may;oc- 
cur to prevent that squadton as yet from acting, discul^nte 
his Lordship and his brethren ; their inactivity, after the wan- 
ton profusion of the public money, remains the same^ and 
renders them equally censurable, equally culpable. . 

The noble Lord told us, in March, he had ninety frigates 
to replace those with Lord Howe, if any were wanted ; if so, 
whjMvere not two or three sent off Toulon, two or three off 
Brest, and one to attend the motions, at a distance, of the ene- 
my's fleet when sailed, by which you might have had almost 
a certainty of their destination ? At present, you know not 
where they are : they are on the coast of Barbary ; they are 
off Minorca; to-day they are returned to Toulon; in short, 

they are in a fog, in the clouils. Is this ignorance ia*be 

borne, my Lords? -My Lords, if we had not frigates, 

ar/e^st I wouldhavchadsomelight vessel hired, if only a, clean 
- ' vwta.a^ 
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tartan, to have kept them company till they passed the 
Straits; there was time sufficient to have had that exe- 
cuted. 

My Lords, it turns out there were no frigates fit for ser- 
vice. Why not send one of the lightest line-of-battle ships^ 
er two, for that important service ? instead of keeping them 
cruizing at a great distance from ,the Channel, where they 
could neither protect our coasts from insults of ihe American 
privateers, nor could they protect our trade, or even be q^ 
watch over the motions of the enemy's fleets in any part. 
So much, my Lords, for the wise conduct and distribution of 
those few ships fit for service, which, I am positive, till with- 
in these eight weeks did not surpass twenty -two sail of the 
line here in England* But, instead of this, my Lords, the ser- 
vices of every kind were to be neglected and postponed, and 
even the trade delayed with their convoys, till the frst Lord 
of the admiralty could shew his Majesty this boasted fleet ; 
and for that purpose rendezvoused them at Spithead, where 
they ought at this time never to have been collected : but the 
Plymouth ships should have remained either there, or at Tor- 
bay, ready for immediate service ; instead of which, they ajre 
brought all to Spithead, where there was neither beer nor 
water sufficient for such a number, and locked up afterwards, 
MS your Lordships see, by the Wjcsterly winds. 

Your Lordships will remember this fleet has been fitting 
since November 1776; your Lordships will remember tliat it 
was March 1778, that the first Lord of the admiralty told us 
lie had then thirty -five sail of the line ready for service; and 
• your Lordships will please to* remember, that, from the year 
1771, we have always had twenty sail of guardshipsof the line, 
which his Lordship always boasted were ships fit for service, 
not hulks^, useless as they were left to him; and that, after all 
this, and withdrawing from every service every ship that 
could be collected, and straining every nerve, there could on- 
ly be thirty-one ships of th« line produced to his Majesty. 
My Lords, I am happy that his Majesty has been pleased to 
honour his fleet with his royal presence; no man can respect 
or love his Sovereign more than I do ; but I cannot say that 
.was the- moment to have .chosen, to have collected the fleet, 
'to have shewn his Majesty, by which means every thing must 
' be postponed, and every service of the state neglected ; and 
•for what? only to shew his Majesty thirty-one ships; the 
-lipoor remains of once so great a fleet ! Nor was his Majesty 
•told how these were fitted and manned ; that even two 6f the 
capital ships of that squadron, intended for the twOf senior 
E e 2 ^^%^» 



420 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

flags, were only tolerably manned a few days (three or four) 
Before his Majesty's arrival. The Prince George, Admiral 
Keppel's ship, having had near 300 men changed ;, and the 
Queen, Admiral HarlandU, between one and two hundrbd va- 
gabonds exchanged for as many picked men; and where could 
these men have been so picke4> had no other ships been dis- 
mantled for them ? The Resolution, Burford and Centaur^and 
two admirals just returned from a three years station each, 
whose men were also taken, I mean Admiral Gayton ^ fr6ni 
his Jamaica station, and Admiral Mann from the Mediterra- 
nean. These are facts knowri"to the whole fleet; exclusive of 
this, there is not a seventy -four gun shi^ which does not goout 
with fifty seamen less than her war complement. My Lords, is 
this being manned, fit for action ? Is this being fitted after two 
. years preparation ? But, my Lords, many and many admi- 
rals and captains have complained to me of this reduction in 
time of war. His Lordship will perhaps tell us, many have ap- 
proved of it to him. No wonder they have so ; they know- 
ing the noble Lord's method of acquiring approbation* I 'de- 
sire no such. I have nothing at heart but the good opinion of 
my country, and to serve it whenever my health will let me. 
But, my Lords, to return to the principal pointoftbis.de- 
'bate: I say again, if this fleet had been thirty-five sail of the 
line , well fitted and manned, with other ships which I must sup- 
pose were preparing to receive men, what is the reason that 12 
or 14 sail of the line could not have been detached for this 
most essential service of all, that of preventing the Toulon 
fleet passing the Straits, and attempting a junction with the 
Brest fleet, or any other service they were intended for? They 
' must know that they could have had ships in time to replace 
that small number on any emergency, had they taken the pro- 
per methods for manning them ; but, upon my word, my 
Lords, there seems to me to have been a total neglect of every 
thing, except making a parade of these few ships to the pu- 
blic, merely to endeavour to delude people, as if what fell 
Irom me and a noble Duke in my eye, some time early in this 
session, had not been founded ; but, unluckily for his Lord- 
ship, the state of that fleet, and their insignificant numbers, 
compared to what they ought to be, has proved every syllable 
I pronounced relative to them. My Lords, your Lordships 
will all do me the justice to recollect, that, when I was upon 
this subject, when the state of the navy was debated, I told 
your Lordships that I would not then enter more minutely 
into the detail of the navy, which 1 could have done, because 
a nobl^ Lord high in oflice haid told us we were . at the eve of 
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a war. My Lords, there is no such restraint on me now. 
The noble Lord has exhibited the state of the navy to be in- 
deed a most melancholy one, since all he could produce was 
thirty -one ships. When, give me leave to tell your Lord- 
ships, that when Lord Hawkc left the admiralty, I soon after 
came to that board, and, being very minute in every daily oc- 
currence, took an exact list of the navy, as they were in the 
year ]?7l, when they stood thus : 

81 ships of the line fit for service. 

14 building. 

12 repairing. 
7 bought of the foreign ships. 

This makes 1 14 of the line. 

32 were in a doubtful state, and those I 

looked upon as lost. 

140 

40 or thereabouts have been since sold and 
■■ ' broken up. 
So that 106 ships of the line were remaining. 
Many, it is to be supposed, have been built since 1771 ; 
the noble Lord has had 3,500,0001. and more for building, 
repairs, &c. and yet, my Lords, what! he now confesses he 
lias but forty-nine ships in all fitting for service, when all is 
collected in England^ Is this possible ? Is it to be borne ?■ 
What is become of the ships then ; or what is become of the 
money ? But we have neither the one nor the other, nor any 
satisfaction to the public for either. My Lords, here is the 
navy list in my hand, by the board's authority, for May 1771* 
they stood thus : 139 ships of the line ; and of frigates, ves- 
sels, yachts, fee. 243 5 in all 382. A prodigious navy in- 
deed — all dwindled to nothing. 

My Lords, pardon me if I am warm upon this subject ; I 
cannot help it, when I see my country so used ; and it is in 
a department that forty-three years service surely entitles me 
to know full as much of, at least, as the noble Lord now at 
the head of the admiralty can. 

But, my Lords, 'tis said there are ships, if men could be 
had. Great God 1 What language to be held here! No 
men !-— I say there are men, if proper means were used to get 
them, and a proper distribution made of them when got : 
but, alas ! there is no knowledge in any thing done. But, 
my Lords, if they want men immediately, why don't they 
make* seamen of ai 1 the marines, and put the officers of ma- 
rines on shore to recruit ? they will sooner and more easily 
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get men by recruiting for new marines, than you can get'stifeh 
a body of seamen. Borrow two or three battalions of regti- ■ ■ 
lars for your fleet that is to be at home for the present,' ybii" 
can always land them when wanted ; and I remember thdt " 
was the advice of all the great sea officers in 1749, whfett 
there was a scarcity to man the fleet. Sir John Norris, S'i" ' 
Charles Wager, and others, were called to the cabinet on that 
question, by that great minister Sir Robert Walpole ; aftd 
they gave that as their advice, and it was followed in part. 

But, my Lords, notwithstanding all these errors, all these 
negligences and ignorances, I am not one of those who de- 
spond ; I trust, the time our enemies have as blunderingly 
given us, and the alarm the whole nation has now taken, we 
shall yet extricate ourselves. I have not the least doubt, but if 
we are let to come to action, we shall beat th^ French, as we 
have ever done, I most heartily rejoice that the magtianimi- 
ty> judgment and goodness of his Majesty, has called forth 
that brave officer to command his fleet ; I rely on his skill, ' 
bravery and conduct, if let to act, as I do on all the officers 
and men under him ; and I will venture to say, his Majesty- 
could not, in all his kingdom, have a better man to command 
his fleet, either on shore or afloat, than Admiral Keppel. ' 

My Lords, I am not one of those either who think Ftance 
will dare to make more than an appearance for a descent in 
England ; that they may do, by way of endeavouring to di- 
vert our other operations ; and I am persuaded, that, had we 
ministers capable of properly distributing and conducting the 
force still left in this kingdom, we should yet be able to 
revise that former superiority we had last war, and put ^ 
speedy end to all the threats and menaces of our enemies. 
But we must have a change of conduct indeed for this, and 
I see no such: therefore, my Lords, I shall this day vote 
for the resolutions moved for by the noble Duke. 

Duke of Bolton said, it was no longer a question whether 
exceptions should be made in favour of this or that man. 
When the salvation of the country depended upon it, every 
man's assistance was due, and, if necessary , must be cofinpelled.. 
But such a necessity could not have existed, but through the 
gross ignorance in maritime affairs, of which the noble Earl 
at the head of the admiralty had exhibited such repeated 
proofs. Severity without effect ; and indulgence without fa- 
vour. He spoke particularly of the absurd conduct of the 
noble Earl at the time of the declaration of the French mi- 
nister, which was little short of a declaration of war. How 
did the noble Lord act upon that occasion ? He suffered two 

or 
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or tbrjee days to elapse before he gave directions for a general 
press; by which means the seamen had time to get out of 
the ;ivay : ^nd when he did issue his orders, it arhounted near-. 
ly to a total prohibition or suspension of commerce; for it 
swept the crews off all the outward-bound vessels, by' 
which our trade was greatly hurt ; the admiralty board were 
obliged to relax upon repeated applications from the mer-;. 
chants ; those who should have been prest got out of the 
way : and, in fine, the effect of the press was Jin a manner 
totally defeated ; for, instead of procuring six or eight thou- 
sand men, which was the usual number got at the eve of^af 
war, he was well informed that the first fortnight's press did 
not procure more than one thousand able seamen. 

His Grace dwelt a considerable time on the number of 
men that should be aboard a 74, which, he said, should be 
650. He moved, that an order of council, made in the year 
1760, which established the complement at that number, 
should be read. To talk, therefore, of such a number of 
ships being manned when their complements were' not full, 
was idle and delusive^ and could only originate in intentional 
imposition. He was extremely severe on the conduct of the 
noble Earl at the head of the admiralty ; and attributed the 
present war, not to his counsels as a minister, but to his igno- 
rance and incapacity as an official man. 

Lord Dudley rose, he said, to defend the noble Earl. His 
defence was founded upon the testimony of his own eyes, 
when he accompanied the noble Earl in one of his marine 
excursions to the several dock-yards ; and on a conversation 
which he had with one Wells a builder, who refused to have 
any thing to do with the noble Earl ; because, said the build- 
er^ his Lordship is so extremely hard in the contracts he; 
makes with the builders, that they must lose, were they to 
undertake them at his price. The noble Viscount then 
moved the previous question ; not, as he ingeniously owned, 
to negative the motion, but to postpone the further considera* 
tion to a more fitting opportunity. 

Earl Bristol replied a few words, and ended with saying, 
he woujd trouble their Lordships no more — he was satisfied 
whatever was the fate c^f this question, his country's voice 
wpuld go with him. 

Duke of Richmond cJosed the debate. He said, he fett 
sincerely for the noble Earl ^t the head of the admiralty, who 
had this day, for the first time, been deserted in the midst of 
Jiis distress by his colleagues in office. He called upon ad- 
ministration to rise and say, whether they had deserted their 
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xfaeasQres^ ak weU.as the noble Earl^ or, knowing them to be 
no Jonger defensible, upon any ground of reason or poliqf, 
were-. determined to persevere to the'cfndy and hang by th4eir 
plauces^tbough hationa} destruction should be the consequence? 
If the latter was the case, he hoped that the Housey whose 
confidence and favour they had all along. abused^ would take 
the proper notice, and interpret their silence into a tacit ac- 
knowledgment of their total incapacity. If, on the other 
handy ministers should be silent, and be supported by a ma- 
jority of Ihat House, the nation was lost, and their Lordships 
would be answerable to the public and posterity for the cbn- 
setjuence. The forms of the constitution, and their Lord<- 
ships assembling in that House, was no better than a solemn 
mockery of the nation. The other House were known to be 
at the devotion of the minister : if, therefore, their Lord* 
ships had nothing to do, but to pass the bills {>resented by the 
other House, and that no redress was to be had but from those 
who were the authors of the public misfortunes, he saw no 
service pr Hament could be of. In such a critical state of 
affairs, wi every thing within and without portended pub- 
lic calamity, he desired their Lordships to look forward -to 
their own safety, and prevent those mischiefs which have so 
often followed the mal-administration of the government o£ 
this country. 

The House called for the question, and divided. For the 
previous question 49, against it 34. 

The Duke of Richmond moved the following resolutions, 
which were lost by the previous question without a divi- 
sion. . 

That no orders were is^sued until the 29th of April last, 
for any fleet of observation to attend the 'motion of the said 
Toulon fleet, and that no fleet did actually sail until the 20th 
of .this present month of May, when eleven sail of the line 
left St. Helens. 

That if the naval strength of this nation were in the re- 
spectable state of superiority in which it has been represented 
to this House, his Majesty's ministers are blameable for not 
having, according to the constant practice of former times, 
and in similar circumstances, stationed a strong squadron in 
the Mediterranean, to observe the motion of the Toulon fleet, 
and to prevent the junction of the marine forces of the House 
of Bourbon from the ports in the Ocean and Mediterranean 
sea, by which neglect the principal advantage to be derived 
from-the expensive fortresses of Gibraltar and Port Mahon 
is lost to this nation. 

That 
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^That if tbe navy of Great Britain, after fiicb early nd 
full notice of the preparations in the ports of France and 
Sfnin^ given to this'^House from the throne at the opening 
pf^tfars session, and after the iiheral grants of Par&ment for 
many years aUotted to this service, he not in a condition ta 
svUppoTt such a decided superiority as^may enable us to make 
detachments without endangering our security at home ;• 
those invaluable out lying possessions, on, which the wealth 
and glory of this nation depend, must be exposed to the 
greatest perils, and even our internal safety be ultimately 
eodangered, whereby a crime of the greatest magnitude la 
imprutable to the minister's having betrayed a trust of the 
greatest moment, and which called the most loudly for their 
attention, as the very first object 6f care to a British mi- 
nister. 

May 26, 27, and 28. 

No debases. Adjourned to June i. 
Jfune 1, 

No debate. 

June 2. 

Earl of Radnor^ observing the great inconvenience felt 
by the House whenever the King came, in consequence of 
the croud of ladies adhiitted, moved, 

" That his Majesty's surv^eyor general do take care and 
give orders for erecting a gallery over the lobby door of this 
House, and that he take notice thereof from this day.'' 

Agreed to. 

Earl of Derby begged to know from some of the KingV 
servants, what had been done in consequence of the conven- 
tion at Saratoga, and why the army that surrendered there 
had not arrived in England ? 

■ Lord ff^eymouth declared himself incompetent to answer ; 
but said, if the noble Earl had given him a day's previous 
notice, he would have made himself master of thequestioh to 
have been able to have spoke to it. 

A conversation continued for a few minutes, in which the 
Dukes of Manchester and Richmond, and Earls of Denbigh 
and Derby, took a part ; but the House shewing an earnest- 
ness to enter upon the order of the day, the Earl, who began 
the conversation, informed their Lordships that he should 
decline troubling them farther till that order was disposed of. 

The order of the day for the second reading of the bill 
far-settling an annuity on the descendants of the Eari of 

Chatham 
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Chaihaffi was accordingly moved, and being read a sec<Mi4 
dmey it was moved to be committed. 

The Duke of Chandos said, he was compelled, by his 
duty as a member of that House, and from a regard to bis . 
country, to oppose the passing of the bill. His ofajectioiiy 
he said, would not be direct against the principle of provide 
ingfor the family of tlie deceased Ear), but against. the du« 
iration of the provision. 

His Grace said, the ground of objection was, the inabi- 
lity of this country to increase the additional burthen&. unr, 
(der which it now labours ; the immense national debt;;,tbi^ . 
great interest paid to the public annuitants; the prospeqt^ . 
nay ahnost certainty, of a foreign war ;' all these, he saidp 
furnished the most cogent reasons and strongest incentive to 
public oeconomy. This was not a time to scatter the n^r 
tional treasure with a profuse or careless hand. * If the bill 
bad made a provision for the present noble Earl and his de- 
icendants, he should not, probably, have opposed it ; but it 
Mnas framed so as to give the family a perpetuity of 40Q0L 
fer unnuM, Grants in perpetuity were, he said, taxes in per* 
petuity on the subject, and ought therefore to be cautiously 
and rarely ratified by Parliament. The people were already 
taxed very heavily, and, from the present situation of public 
affairs, the exigencies of state might make it necessary to 
impose additional burthens ; on which special consideration, 
it behoved their Lordships, as the guardians of the state and 
nation, to permit no new tax to be imposed, unless warranted 
by evident necessity. 

He disapproved of the bill on another account, that of 
precedent ; as it would open a door for applications of a simi- 
lar nature, from men in high stations ; from men greedy of 
emolument, who would be ready at all times not to rate 
their services at their true value, or their rewards according 
to the abilities of the state, but to their own inordinate de- 
sires, and the means of gratifying them 5 or, having the art of 
rendering themselves popular, without perhaps a ty the of the 
deceased Earl's merit, might, in an unguarded moment, pro- 
cure similar grants till the load of taxes so created would be- 
come insupportable. His Grace, in the course of his speech, 
said, that if the rule of rewarding men in perpetuity should 
prevail, without disparaging tlie services of the deceased 
Earl, there would be found several persons now living of 
equal pretensions. He could name more than one man in 
that House— one of them, a noble Lord, by whose valour 

and 
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and skill' in his profession, it was probable their Lordships 7 
were in a capacity to deliberate and attend to on the present^-: 
occasion [Lord HawkeJ. The commander of our force!', 
during the late war in Germany, had, besides, performed/^ 
very signal services for this country ; yet neither of those^ "» 
gallant commanders had annuities settled upon them in per- i^ 
petuity. His Grace said, he was not averse to the principle||.-if 
of the bill, and only objected to the manner and the timcit? 
the granting a perpetual rent-charge on the eve of a bloofly 
and expensive war: the first was an objection he wonldnotr:- 
give up ; and if a perpetuity was insisted on, he would feel h'' 
himself obliged to give the bill a direct negative. If^thetftsTt^ 
fore, the present bill should pass, the public finances mutivr; 
be loaded with additional burthens* which it was by na * 
nieans in a state to support; or injustice n^ust be done to those:;: 
oif equal merit, but not so high in parliamentary favour. If^.? 
indeed, the recommendation had originated with the Sovir.i 
reign, it would have come properly, because it n^ight be; ^ 
properly restrained. By this reservation his Majesty wouJd. 
have it in his power to reward proper objects, and keep tlic-r 
only precedent existing, that of the great Duke of Marlbo-^-' 
rough, within its proper limitations *. 

Earl of Abingdon. I rise, my Lo'ds, to express rav real • 
concern for the opposition that has been given to this bill : an 
opposition not only ill-founded in itself, but, I fear, is nut 
iriuch to the honour of this House. 

I say, my Lords, that this opposition is ill-founded; for, 
after the Commons, who are the purse- keepers of the nation^ : 
have thought fit unanimously to apply the public money to 

this 



* His Grace made several other observations, ail which went 
substantially to the following several points : to put a negative to 
the bill, for he proposed no anaendment ; to suggest the impropri- 
ety of making it perpetual, while his arguments were against rh6 
bill entirely ; to shew that the nation was not equ::l to make it 
perpetual, while he seemed to wish that the provision might be 
made as long as the title of Chatham continued in the descendant* 
of the living Earl ; to assert, that Lordb. Hawke, Amherst, Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick, and some others, had performed as great 
services for this country as the late Earl oK Chatham ;'.that tfc0 
King on the throne, for the tinne being, was the best, or. rather 
only judge, of the deserts of the servants of ihe public; an4 to 
hint to Parliament, that the bill was far from being an acceptable 
present at the Queen's house. 
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this service, opposition on this ground comes with a very ill 
grac^ from us. 

But, my Lords, what is the reason given for the opposition? 
It is said, that the nation is overloailed with debt, anrf can- 
not bear the expence. Indeed, my Lords, this is a weighty 
reason, if it were better applied. Look into the papers now 
upon your table, you will there find millions that have been 
squandered away. Look into your journals, and you will 
find those very squanderers protected, by the dead majorities 
of this House, even from censure. And, my Lords, shall 
we turn our eyes from a vicious profusion, and look with 
economy upon a virtuous application of the public money ? 
No, my Lords, let us ijot, by such a contrast of conduct, ex- 
pose ourselves to so much censure. 

I have said too, my Lords, that this opposition Is not for 
the honour of this House. Sorry am I to find a greater spi- 
rit' of liberality among the Commons than is to be . found 
among the Lords. 

What they (I mean the Commons,) have done upon a great 
scale, we should confine within a lesser circle ; although too; 
my Lords, the object of their bounty is one of the members 
of our own body. 

I trust, therefore, my Lords, that this motion will be 
withdrawn ; that it may not be said, that whilst we are giv- 
ing pensions, titles, and preferments to those who deserve the 
axe or the halter, we are withholding the reward of services 
from others who have a claim upon the public to it. 

The Duke of RtcJmiond said, he agreed with the noble 
Earl entirely on his ideas respecting public economy. He 
was perfectly satisfied there never was a time when inquiries 
into the expenditure of public money was become more ncr 
cessary ; because there never was a period at which public 
profusion was so much countenanced, nor at which this 
country called for a more strict frugality. He thought, 
however, that the conclusion of a session was no pro- 
per time to set about a reformation. Several endeavours 
had been made relaiive to this subject, but they were all 
strangled in their birth by the previous question. If the 
noble Duke was nevertheless serious in his opinions, and 
meant to abolish sinecure places, to strike off" additional sa- 
lariesj &c. he was very willing to co-operate in that business 
with him, and to give him every assistance in his power; but 
not on the present occasion, when their Lordships were de- 
bating upon making a provision for the family of a man who 

had 
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had rendered such signal services to this nation. Sueh in« 
stances ^f national gratitude were necessary ; and though he 
did not coincide in opinion, at all times, with the deceased 
Earl, he could not but consider him as a great man, and a 
public character whose services were well deserving that 
tribute to his memory the present bill was about to pay. 
He perfectly agreed with the noble Ead who spoke last, that 
the present set of ministers rather merited the axe or halter, 
than the honours and rewards which had been so profusely 
lavished upon them ; and yet, what they possessed already 
was not deemed sufficient ; for one of them [Loi:d NorthJ, 
he understood, was shortly to be appointed to a sinecure place 
of 50001. a-year, that of the wardenship of the Cinque ports. 
Was the noble Duke who opposed the bill serious P.If.he 
was, why not promote an inquiry into sinecure places, and 
thereby render an essential piece of service to his country, 
by endeavouring to procure a total abolition of them ? This 
would shew, that the noble- Duke did not mean to use the 
argument of public economy and public inability only one 
way ; it would prove that his opposition was to. things, not 
persons ; and that he was solely actuated by public motives, 
not private considerations ; in short, to testify that, as 1^ 
knew what faction was capable of doing, he was resolved to 
prevent its effects, without any regard to persons or parties* 

Lord Chancellor opposed the principle as well as provisions 
of the bill ; he did not approve of making it either a tempo- 
rary or perpetual provision. He did not wish to take off" 
from the services of the deceased Earl ; they had been fully 
acknowledged by his Sovereign, and amply provided for. 
The noble Earl, when he first retired from office, had a pen* 
sion of 3000l. per annum settled on him during his own life, 
and that of his lady and eldest son ; a provision, let him be 
permitted to say, fully equal to the services performed by the 
deceased Earl. In a few years afterwards, his Lordship re- 
ceived a further mark of his Sovereign's bounty, by being 
called into a very high post, attended with great emoluments 
[lord privy seal J, when it was well known that his Lordship's 
extreme bad state of health rendered him very incapable of 
assisting in his Majesty's councils. Those, he contended^ 
were fully adequate to his services. 

The only precedent was that of the Duke of Marlborough. 

-The Duke of Marlborough's abilities as a statesman and a 

general were conspicuous. He was appointed ambassador, 

to negotiate and settle the terms of the grand alliance, 

which, 
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^hicli, in Its progress, afterwards broke the power of France, 
and set limits to the ambition of Louis XIV. ■■■ * yet 
•when, by his great talents for negotiation, he had effected s6 
desireable an event, as bringing Holland and the German 
powers into the alliance, the Qpeen, having settled 5000l. per 
annum during her own life, sent a message by Mr. Secretary 
Harley to the House of Commons to make it perpetual. 
The message and proceedingi on it he would move to have 
read; at present it would content him to observe, that after 
a full consideration of the royal message, the Comtnoas* Re- 
fused to comply ; and it was not till four years afterwards, 
after repeated victories, and rendering his name celebrated in 
231 parts of Europe, and a terror to France, that Parliament 
thought proper to make the Queen's grant perpetual. None 
X)f their Lordships had a fuller sense of the services of the 
deceased Earl than he ; but he presumed to saiy, that the 
precedent of the conduct of Parliament, respecting the Duke 
of Marlborough, was a good ground, on the present occa- 
sion, against establishing a new precedent, which might, in 
times to come, be productive of great impropriety, inconve- 
nience, and mischief. 

But though every other objection against the bill were done 
away, the time was totally improper, for several reasons: He 
heartily united in opinion with the noble Duke who spoke 
first in the debate, that this was not a proper time to be lavish 
of the public money, when we had the most urgent calls for 
it ; when the strictest economy ought to be observed through- 
out every department of the state ; and that so great a sum as 
4000l, per annum was to be given, not to the person who had 
performed the services, but to his family, and that at the end 
bf sixteen years. This, with me, says his Lordship, is a 
circumstance which operates most powerfully against the bill; 
why not make this provision in his life time ? The truth is, 
such an expectation did not exist ; nor, were it made, would 
it probably have succeeded — ^The answer would have been, 
the noble Lord is already provided for ; he has acknow- 
ledged his being contented with what his Sovereign has already 
done for him ; and, since that period, except in the instance 
alluded to, he has not been in a situation to serve his coun- 
try, nor, of course, to seek further reward on the ground of 
subsequent merit. 

He said, he never could agree with the sentiments of the 
noble Earl, who spoke second in the debate, that the Lords, 
by either amending or rejecting a money bill, thereby in- 

vadc4 
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vaded the province of the other House. He would never 
subscribe to such a position ; for he was satisfied, that their 
Lordships were as much trustees for the people, as the Com- 
mons; they were, besides, either individually, or collectively, 
materially interested, both as contributors and as a legislative 
body . He did not see on what foundation, as had been wetl 
observed by the noble Duke who rose first in the debate, that 
their Lordships could with justice pass the present bill, while 
^ brave admiral, one of their own body [Lord HawkeJ, 
whose naval services could not be too highly extoIlecL and.a 
most able officer at the head of the army last war [Princse 
Ferd^iandJ, went unnoticed and unrewarded in the manner 

>Row. proposed. As to the plea, that the Commons had passed 
the bill, and that his Majesty assented, he wished their Lord- 
ships to consider that the matter was first agitated in the other 
House, of a sudden, and at midnight ; that the address to 
the King was of course moved hastily, and as hastily carried. 
His Majesty, thus applied to, was in a great measure obliged 
to comply. He spoke likewise very strongly against the 
mode in which the matter originated. He insisted^- it was 
out of the natural course ; it ought to have come from the 
crowned head alone ; and that circumstance weighed suffi* 
ciently with him to reject the bill. 

Before he concluded, he declared he saw no reason for the 
nation to despond, because the Earl of Chatham was no 
more. There still remained, as firm welUwisliers to their 
country, and as capable of doing it essential service, as tlie 
noble Earl. Whenever danger threatened, Englishmen na- 
turally felt a proper spirit to defend their countr^'^ and attack 
their enemies. That spirit was now shewing itself in every 
corner of the island. The first men in Great Britain, both 
in point of fortune, rank, and character, were acting most 
laudable parts, in putting the constitutional strength of the 
kingdom upon a respectable footing. The militia, he doubted 
not, would prove most essentially serviceable: as this coun- 
try had been before recovered from a worse situation, he had 
fcvery reason to expect that she would get the better of her 
present difficulties. 

Lord Camden said, he was sorry to hear any comparisons 

vmade between the services of the noble Earl and those of any 
other eminent characters, either living or dead. The noble 

.^ Duke who spoke first, and the noble and learned Lord on the 
.woolsack, had both held forth in the highest strains of pane- 
gyric on the memory of the late Duke of Marlborough ; 

iv;:, and, 

5 
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andy in bis opinion^ very deservedly. Tbey had dwelt on 
the scenes of his victories, and in dieir zeal seemed to fbr^get 
ibose of the deceased Earl ; but if they wanted to be re- 
minded of them, he could tell their Lordships, frntntbe ex- 
■Cremest east, where the sun rose, to the seuing of that glo- 
rious luminary in the western horizon ; in every quarter cf 
the globe to the earth's remotest bounds, where the arms of 
Britain were borne triumphant ; where operations by sea or 
iand were invariably accompanied by conquest, by reputa- 
;tion5 extension of commerce* and all the advantages and 
•glories united, which have at former periods been separately 
-the effects of successful war, or of the enjoyment of the 
blessings of peace ; the East Indies, Africa, the West Indies, 
North America, the coasts, and territories of our enemies in 
£urope ; all bear testimony to the services of the noble Earl, 
whose merit has been endeavoured this day to be thrown so 
much into the shade. 

His Lordship was proceeding with great energy, when he 
was interrupted from the woolsack, the Lord Chuicellor 
moving to have the Commons journals of December I702 
and IJOfi read, in proof of his assertions, respecting the Gon- 
duct of Parliament towards the Duke of Marlborough con- 
firmed. This interruption was looked upon as disorderly 
by the House ; and the noble Lord was desired to proceed in 
his speech. 

His Lordship observed, that, according to what had been 
thrown out by the noble Duke who spoke first, the alteration 
proposed by his Grace would operate as an entail, and could 
not go further than the son of the present noble Earl ; he 
wished, therefore, to know from his Grace, whether that was 
what he meant ? iToId it was J] His Lordship then went on. 

On the first ground, that of inability, he said the annu- 
ity was made chargeable on the aggregate fund, which could 
continue no longer than this country remained in a state of 
prosperity, it being the residue of the produce of all the 

taxes, after the interest was paid to the public creditors 

While, therefore, that fund, that depended on the sources of 
wealth and commerce, which the noble Earl had been so suc- 
cessful in promoting and extending, continued to have a re- 
sidue after discharging the prior demands on it; the inability 
of paying the annuity could not exist. If ever that fatal 
period should arrive when the fund was unequal, then most 
certainly the provision must cease, and the descendants of 

the 
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the noble Earl suffer in the general wreck and ruin of their 
country. 

The learned Lord who spoke last had dwelt, nay, laid 
the chief stress of his argument, upon the noble Earl's being 
fully rewarded for his services, and the impropriety of doing 
that at the end of sixteen years, which should have been 
done in his life-time ; and presuming on that ground, that 
bis Sovereign, as well as the nation^ looked upon it that he 
had made a provision for the deceased Earl, fully adequate to 
his services. I will tell the noble and learned Lord what 
tame within my own knowledge, wiiich will be a complete * 
answer to every suggestion of this kind. When I had the 
honour of occupying a very high post in the same adminir 
stration with the deceased Earl, his state of health was indif* 
ferem, and his life thought to be in danger. Soon after hii 
recovery, 1 had the honour of an interview with his Ma* 
jesty ; and the cpnversation turning on the illness of the Earl 
of Chatham— I will never forget the words, nor the gra- 
cious manner in which they, were delivered: " If he bad 
died," said his Majesty, *^ I should have looked upon my- 
self bound to make a provision for his family." 

His Lordship spoke for a considerable time in support of 
the bill, and made ustf of several strong reasons « to shew 
that the affair of the Duke of Marlborough was very dissi- 
milar in a variety of respects, and that no one particular 
properly applied as to the two cases, but the acknowledged 
merits of the noble Duke and deceased Earl. He observed^ 
that much had been said on the danger of establishing pre- 
cedents. There were but two, sliould the present bill pass 
since the Conquest. He wished there were more ; and h 
Was sure there never was a fitter time, when encouragement, 
ought to be held out, to stimulate men to great and gloriou 
actions, than the present. 

He would besides wish their Ldrdships to recollect, that 
the deceased Earl received his death blow in the service of 
his country ; he received it in that House, whilst he wa$ en< 
deavouring to assist in warding off the danger which threat 
tened Great Britain. He was sorry to behold the present op* 
position, because it betrayed sytnptoms which portended.no 
good, and looked as if the seeds of envy were not exteririi- 
nated. He was in hopes, envy would have died with the 
noble Earl, and have slept with htm in his grave. . ' ; « 

The noble and learned Lord said, thflt the -bUt -originirtcd 
at midnight, and that the King could not avoid, or was in 

Vol. IX. F f ^ome 
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some measure obliged to comply with the request in the ad- 
dress voted by the other House ; he had it in his power to set 
the noble Lord right, and to contradict the assertion. The 
bill ^^s not brought in on a sudden, nor was the House taken 
by any thing like surprize. On the contrary, some days 
elapsed, and notice was previously given, not by an. address ^ 
at midnight, but in open day, that such a bill was intended 
to be brought in, and the motion for both was carried turn, 
con, at each time, both in respect of the vote for paying the 
noble Earl's debts, and for settling an annuity on his family. 
And as to the real sentiments of his Majesty, lie had already- 
given an indisputable proof of what they were, though al- 
lusions of a contrary tendency had been thrown out by the 
noble Duke who opposed the bill, and the noble and learned 
Lord who spoke last ; a declaration within his own positive 
knowledge, and which endeared his Majesty to him more 
than ever. It made him lo^-e and admire him as a benevo- 
lent Prince, as really the King and father of his people; 
and every way worthy of a dominion over their affections, a& 
well as their persons. 

Admiral Hawke and Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick had" 
been alluded to by tlie learned Lord, as having essentially 
served this country ; most certainly they liad^ and undoubt- 
edly their merit as professional men was unquestionable ; 
but to whom ought it to be ultimately ascribed ? To the Earl 
of Chatham ; the one was his admiral, the other his general. 
The battles they fonght were battles of his planning ; and 
so far from their individual merits lessening that of the de- 
ceased Earl, or diminishing the value of his services, tliey 
went directly to increase and enhance both. 

Tl\e noble Duke who rose first pointed out the necessity 
(if introducing ceconomy into the state ; the noble Duke's 
argument was unanswerable in point of principle, and the 
spirit, of it was pursued in the present bill. True oeconouiy, 
both respecting the public and individuals, which required tlie 
sani'vi measure, was to spare, not waste. It consisted in a fit- 
ness ot expence ; in a proper liberality, guai'ded'by a be- 
'^oming prudence and IVugality. The times called for tlie 
exertion of the first rate abilities in the public service. 
.Such a mail: of national attention as the present bill mani- 
fi:sre»i, would excite and encourage able men to step forward 
and do ihcir utrr:o.';t to merit and gain the applause of their 
country. Nariow p.otions of interest, fear of leaving their 
lunilics ujiprovlcl'jd [or^ and such sort of ideas, which sway- 
ed 
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ed men's minds and prevented them from venturing forth^ 
would be done away, in consequence of Parliament's afford- 
ing a proofs that the nation considered itself as the guardian 
of the families of those who had essentially served it, when 
they were no more. His Lbrdship concluded with an high 
eulogium on the many public and private virtues of the de- 
ceased Earl ; and said, it was with difficulty we could deter- 
mine, whether he acquitted himself best, as a sound reasoner^ 
an affectionate and warm friend, or able advocate. 

The Lord Chancellor^ as soon as the last noble Lord sat 
down, moved that the passages referred to by him in the 
journals, respecting the Duke of Marlborotigh, should, be 
read, which was complied with. 

Lord Rnvcnsworth supported the Duke of Chandos, and 
spoke against the bill. He said, if the noble Earl had fully 
merhed such favours, why had not his friends generously 
moved for them in his life time, that he might have enjoyed 
them ? The nation, he observed, allowing it owed a great 
deal to the deceased Earl, was not indebted to his family. 
He came into Parliament with Rim, upwards of forty yeari 
^ince, and was acquainted with him when in the possession 
of all his powers of oratory. He was ready to confess his. 
great abilities as a public speaket, arid though he could not 
deny that they convinced the majority, both without and with- 
in doors, they had never convinced him that he was properly 
qualified as a statesman to direct the affairs of this country. 
He had always considered the deceased Earl's talents arid that 
daring spirit of enterprize, on which his reputation was 
chiefly built, as a very great misfortune to this country. 
Even the successes of our arms under his direction, of the 
state machine, were not sufficient to alter his opinion. He 
considered those successes as ruinous, and he could not but 
still think, that the enormous debt incurred during his Lord- 
ship's administration, led us into those difficulties which 
were the true cay se of our present calamitous and truly pe- 
rilous situation. In fine, they came into Parliament toge- 
ther, and sat in the other House for fouiteen years [from 
1733 to 1747, when Lord Ravensworth was created a Peer], 
and he Was persuaded, that it would have been happy for 
this country, if the deceased Earl had lujvcr aspired to the 
public station; for though not the immediate, he was fiee 
to declare, he w^s the mediate cause of all our subsequent 
paisforiunes, for the reasons before given. 

Ff2 Earl 
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Earl of Radnor defended the bill upon one of the ground* 
on which the last noble Lord stated his chief objection, which 
was, that the Earl was no more, to whose memory the an- 
niity was a grateful tribute. The noble Lord, he observed, 
said, he should not have objected had the noble Earl been 
living : but that was an essential difference in the case now. 
In his opinion, the argument made directly tlie other way ; 
for however backward or reluctant he might be to heap ho- 
nours and emoluments on the living, especially at a time 
when the example of gratitude could not from the nature of 
things operate, either to the injury of the constitution or the 
staite, but on the contrary, might materially serve the latter 
without violating the former. There was, he said, this, dif- 
ference bet\^feen the present case and that of the Duke of 
Marlborough, which prevented theih from being considered 
as ultimately tending to the same effect. When the Queen's 
message, in 1702, was delivered to the House of Commons, 
the Earl of Marlborough had been then just created a Duke, 
and he was in a great degree of personal favour with his So- 
vereign, and in possession of high posts and high emoluments. 
Parliament were perfectly defensible in acting with suitable 
caution. At present there could be no danger of establishing 
a bad custom ; because Parliament had their eyes open, and 
would at all times be able to see where pretences were only 
created, or where the claim was sufficiently well founded to 
confer a similar favour. 

His Lordship acknowledged the infinite obligations for 
which this country stood indebted to the deceased Earl. 
He only recollected one instance in his public conduct which 
tended to lessen those obligations, and that was a few years 
since, when his Lordship, in the character of minister, set 
up the authority of a proclamation over that of an act of 
Parliament. That glaring error, he confessed, he never 
could forgive ; but when he said so, he meant merely as a 
public man ; for notwithstanding any weight he might lay 
upon this circumstance, the services of the deceased Earl 
were sufficiently important and conspicuous to warrant the 
passmg of the present bill ; and he could not but wonder at 
the opposition given to it by the noble Duke who opened the 
debate [Chandos] on the score of oeconomy ; for let the noble 
Duke but turn his attention or recollection to the snug and 
lucrative sinecures enjoyed by some Lords living, whose an- 
cestors had taken advantage of their situation as ministers, 
iwid he would find, that two or three of their sinecures would 

purchase 
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purchase the fee simple of the paltry four thousand pounds 
per annum, about which his Grace has said so much. His 
Lordship apologized to the House for having given it so 
much trouble, and in so unprepared, indigested a manner ; 
declaring, that he had delivered his sentiments merelyas they 
arose in his mind since his entering the House : and he felt 
it incumbent upon him to say thus much for two reasons ; 
first, because he thought the bill, in point of retrospect, ex- 
tremely proper, as an act of national gratitude towards the 
memory of a faithful and able servant, and no less necessary 
at this critical season, as an encouragement to the exertion 
of abilities in the public service. His Lordship added, with 
some degree of energy, that if the bill should meet with ah 
opposition, sufficient to defeat its real objects, or that it 
should happen to be totally rejected, he would enter a protest 
on their Lordships' journals, in which the main reasons, those 
of precedent and oeconomy, so forcibly urged by the noble 
Duke, should be stated ; a motive, he believed, if it should 
prevail in this instance, would be neglected in every other. 
Lord Lyttelton rose, he said, to set the noble Lord right 
respecting the error he had imputed to the deceased Earl, an 
error which had never happened in the manner his Lordship 
had stated. So far from Lord Chatham- attempting to defend 
the proclamation, he had offered to answer for it with his life, 
and pleaded in excuse the dire necessity which occasioned it. 
This was the true state of that matter ; and if his recollec- 
tion did not mislead him, he hea^d the deceased Earl make 
use of the strong expression, of being willing to expiate by 
his head, if the Parliament did not think that the' particular 
necessity was an ample justification. He was, it is true, but 
a boy at the time, but he could not forget the desponding 
state the nation was in, and the unsuccessful efforts which 
had been made in order to remove it ; he recollected, that 
Lord Chatham, then Mr. Pitt, was at the time but little 
known but as ai public speaker ; yet by the mere force of his 
abilities, accompanied by an almost unparalleled integrity, he 
at once broke the parties which would have held him back 
from participating in the public counsels, and soon united all 
ranks of people ; restoring at the sanie time energy to go- 
vernment, and destroying, or at least silencing faction, by 
which means affairs soon took a favourable turn^ in so 
much, that victory was soon brought to bur side, till at 
length our enemies were abashed, the national spirit rouzed, 
our prowess acknowledged and felt, and our glory esubhshed 
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in every quarter of the globe ; those powers who had in the 
outset assured themselves of success, having being obliged 
to sue with the most abject and mollifying humility for 
peace. 

These were facts well known, not only to their Lordships, 
but to all the world ; they were matter of historical record, 
being of that degree of credibility, as indeed not to admit 
of, or at least, call for any species of proof. 

He said, he was far from contending that the deceased Earl 
was infallible ; that his opinions were always well founded, or 
liis parliamentary declarations always consonant and justifi- 
able. He had more than once himself, weak and inferior as 
he confessedly was in point of oratory to the deceased E^rl^ 
opposed his arguments in that House. He was convinced the 
lite Earl had held out erroneous doctrines occasionally, but 
lie could not therefore agree that his services to his country 
did not merit what the present bill proposed. The noble 
Earl, whose memory the nation \yere unanimous in honour- 
ing, to an extraordinary vigour of mind, added a most so- 
vereign contempt of money ; he had gone through offices 
which generally serv.ed to enrich his predecessors, without 
deriving a shilling advantage from his situation. When he 
was pay-master general, a subsidy to the King of Sardinia 
passed through his hands. The usual perquisite amounted 
to more than 20,000l. The noble Earl refused to touch it. 
The whole sum was found in the hank years afterwards; it 
was then offered to the Earl of Cliatliam as his right, the 
iiarl nobly refused it, and the money was applitdto the pub- 
lic service. This act alone was sufficient to mark ilie noble- 
mindedness of the Earl's character, and to rcroinrn^^nd hini 
to the favour of all who were capable of adnriirii>g what was 
great and superior to the common conduct of mankind. The 
noble Duke, and the learned Lord on the woolsack, had said 
a great deal about precedent j and the ill example the passing 
of the bill would create. Good God ! was this country so 
desperately reduced, so totally lost to its ancient spirit, that 
it was no longer capable of rewarding the services of its best 
subjects ? Were the minds of Lords so depraved, that they 
were ready to confess they trembled at gianting an annuity 
of 4000I. to a family, tlie father of which had restored the 
empire from the most abject and wretched condition, to a 
state of eminence, to a state of the most exalted honour and 
glory ! Let noi-ie Lords turn to the history of Greece, let 
them recollect the conduct of the Athenians respecting Ari- 
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«ticles ! Years after that period was no more, it tvas disco- 
vered that his widow and family were in distress ; the state 
assembled, and in gratitude totlie memory of Aristides, who 
had essentially served his country, made a noble provisiim 
for his family. Was the British empire less grateful than 
Athens? or was she less capable of doing justice to merit 
than that petty state ? 

His Lordship reasserted* what he affirmed on his opening-; 
he said, the measure of the proclamation was a measure of 
mere necessity ; that the deceased Earl adopted it as sufch, 
and tliat as soon as Parliament met, he acknowledged its ille- 
gality, and like a sound patriot sougiit the aid of an act of 
Parliament. . 

He hoped no noble Lord present would impute what he 
had offered as rising from a blind zeal, or any other impro- 
per predilection ; for all he meant was no tnore than this, 
that when the noble Lord*s services were fairly estimated and 
balanced against whatever might by his strongest opponents 
be objected to his conduct, he doubted not, but justice and 
public gratitude would unite in preponderating the scale in 
favour of the bill. 

After this comparison, his Lordship said, he hoped the 
noble Lords who had opposed the bill would re-consider the 
foundation of it, and if they did not find it agreeable to them 
to vote for it, would at least siiffer it to be carried without* 
division, and without a negative. 

Earl of Radnor rose a second time. He said, he always 
understood the matter of the proclamation to- be otherwise. 
He did not pretend to directly contradict the faas now stat- 
ed ; but he should ever think, that a. proclamation was not 
sufficiently valid to supersede an act of Parlianjent ; and be 
the urgency ever so pressing, it was, in his opinion, esta- 
blishing a very dangerous and pernicious precedent ; not- 
withstanding therefore what the noble Lord had said, the 
impression on his mind was not removed. - 

Lord Camden rose to explain this business relative to the 
proclamation ; he began his explanation by confessing, that 
he was principally concerned in issuing the proclamation, and 
if there were any blame due, it was rather merited by him 
than his deceased friend. The fact was, the harvest failed 
universally throughout Europe ; there being a short crop and 
a rapid exportation, there was the strongest reason to appre- 
hend, that the consequence would be a famine within the 
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kingdom. A council w^s immediately called, ais without 
some speedy remedy applied, a dearth was looked upon to be 
inevitable : for no parliament was then sitting or likely to sit 
for forty days. It was debated in council what was the wi&est 
step to take, and it was resolved to issue a proclamation,' lay- 
ing an embargo on the shipping, and preventing any tott^ 
from being exported. That measure was piKsued from an 
idea that the day could never come, when Parliament would 
seriously censure the Only line of conduct possible to be 
adopted, in order to save the nation from being starved. He 
had, he declared, at that time consulted that great philosopher 
and politician, Mr. Locke, whose Treatise on Government 
was one of the wisest books ever published; he did notknow 
a single line of that work which he would not most willingly 
subscribe to. Mr. Locke spoke clearly and fully upon the 
point. Ministers always 3Ct at their peril 5 they must^ 
in cases of great emergency, take such steps as the exigency 
.of affairs required, without hesitating as to the strict legality 
of their measures ; and they must afterwards stand the judge-* 
ment of Parliament, and abide by the censure and applause 
of the legislative branches of the state. I looked upon it, 
said his Lordship, to be such a case of necessity, as that stated 
by that truly great man, which justifies the interposition of 
the prerogative between the laws and the people ; a right 10 
preserve, not to enslave or destroy ; a right I shall ever main- 
tain the constitutional exercise of, and the ^buse of which, 
I shall ever be as anxious to resist and punish ; in short, I 
believed the i>afety of the state to be at stake. I advised its 
salvation, and can never be persuaded, when I had done so, that 
I was committing a crime. Having the honour to be then in 
a very high post, [Lord Chancellor,] I was more particularly 
consulted; and if it was an error, I was solely to blame. As 
soon as Parliament met, an indemnity was proposed ; for 
my part, I was against it ; because I thought it unnecessary. 
I was then persuaded I acted right; nor have I had since any 
reason to retract my first opinion. His Lordship owned that 
his defence on the occasion was a bold one; he had declared 
the issuing the proclamation was a strictly justifiable act of 
prerogative, an act of prerogative not only warranted by 
particular necessity, but supported upon general principles. 
Bold as his defence was, he was still willincr to maintain it ; 
and lie assured the noble Earl behind him, [Earl of Radnor,] 
^hat the feet was strictly as he had stated it ; and in order to 
pet him further right, respecting the conduct of the deceased 
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noble Earl, he assured him, he had been misiutormed ; for 
he well recollected, in the course of the debate, when bis 
X-ordship was pressed for his opinion, his answer was, ' If I 
4aiust speak, I think the proclamation was illegal." 

Before he sat down, his Lordship renewed his argument in 
^u^port of the present bill ; and after a variety of praises of 
the deceased Earl, spoke particularly of the noWe contempt 
of money for which he had been remarkable. His family 
Jiad suffered by it materially ; and latterly, he said, tlie Earl 
had, in consequence of that contempt, been almost left with- 
out a servant to attend his person. And so far was his pen- 
sion from being an ample provision, as the learned Lord 
upon the woolsack liad declared, it was little better than a 
rlear ;2000l. per. ann. Would the learned Lord say that was 
3 sufficient reward for his services ? He had too high an opi- 
nion of the learned Lord's candour. His Lordship went 
more at large into the affair of the Earl of Chatham's refusal 
pi the office-perquisites upon the subsidy, than Lord Lyttel- 
Jon, and dpclared that when the Earl, in Mr» Charles Town- 
sliend's chancellorship of the exchequer, refused to take it, 
he was scarcely master of a thousand pounds. 

The Duke of Richmond begged leave to differ from the 
two noble Lords who spoke last, in respect to the conduct of 
the deceased Earl, concerning the embargo laid on the expor- 
tation of corn, contrary to the express orders of an act of 
parliatnent. The conduct of the learned Lord [Lord Cam- 
den,] was precisely as he stated it ; but that of the deceasetj 
Earl very different ; for instead of acknowledging the ille- 
gality of the proclamation, he persisted to the last in defend- 
ing it ; and he remembered that, as well as the noble and 
learned Lord, who now faitJifully stated the transaction, so 
far as he was concerned himself, he treated a parliamentary 
indemnification as totally nugatory and unnecessary. 

Earl of Shelburne rose, and spoke to the question at large. 
He said in particular, that no man ever regarded money less 
than the deceased Earl; and ridiculed the argument of the 
learned Lord who spoke first, for supposing that the deceased 
Earl had performed no services for his country, because he 
was not in actual employment; he said, he continually turn- 
ed his thoughts to the service of his country, whenever 
his state of health would permit him ; and that he imagined 
no man who had observed the conduct of public affairs for 
spme years past, would J)e easily persuaded to believe, that 
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remaining in office was performing any service for his 
coimiry. 

Asa further proof of the generous disposition of the de- 
ceased PVirl, and how much he was above every selfish mo- 
tive, when put in competition with the good of his country, 
he assured their Lordships, that there was not anyone tiitie, 
from his last resignation to the illness which caused bis death, 
in which he might not come into power, and that on his own 
terms. He was courted and adulated by every party and de- 
scription of men ; he resisted them all ; and always acted a 
disinterested and independent part. He despised faction; 
whether in a court or elsewhere ; and always set his face 
against the narrow prejudices of party. At a time when this 
country was in a desponding state, when it was torn by fac- 
tions, he raised it to the liighest pitch of fame and prosperity. 
He liealed those factions, and restored unanimity : and by that 
means rendered the exertions of the nation irresistable ; and he 
made no doubt if God had prolonged his life, and Restored to 
him hix talents, but he would once more have saved the Bri- 
tish empire, if called into power. The two noble Lords 
who opposed the bill said his services had ceased, since he 
ceased to act in a ministerial capacity ; the contrary was well 
known ; at the very instant when the stroke of death over- 
took him, he was in the act of attempting to save his coun- 
try from the ruin which he saw impending ; and which he 
feared, if not timely prevented, must involve it in certain de- 
struction- His Lordship observed, that the objections to the 
bill were supported on two grounds ; the danger of the pre- 
cedent, and the distressed state of the public finances. As 
to the first, there was nothing more evident, than that the 
precedent must of necessity prove serviceable to the state, 
and could be attended with no bad consequence ; and as to 
tlic second, it fell of course. His Lordship then went into 
tho' history of the motives wliich induced the House of 
CJom:nons, in the queen's time, ro refuse making the Duke of 
Marlboronqrli's annuity perpetual, in the first instance, which 
he attribute:! to tactions motives, and Tory prinpipies. Even 
a Tory inajority. in the other House, had now J£)ined in an 
iiiianiinons vote for the present bill. Was there a party or 
descriptio!! of incn^ or even an individual in the nation, who 
h:rl nt't at some one periotl applauded his conduct, and courted 
l.i*ri ? ills merits were acknowledged, by every side, in each 
J !'.;i:.e : w'nence then couhl the present opposition originate ? 
If r.Ue .sti.'.v' of the {.nances were -the real objection, which 
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he much doubted, their situation could not be mended but 
by the exertion ol such men (if any such there were) ; and 
how could their Lordships expect that men of abilities 
yvould come forward, into difficult situations, to neglect 
their own immediate concerns, while the fate of this bill, 
should it receive a negative, would present to them so morti- 
fying a proof of national ingratitude ? 

He begged leave to assure ihe noble Duke [Duke of Rich-» 
niond], that however people might differ, as to the propriety 
of the proclamation, the urgent necessity of the measure 
was so apparent, that there was not a second opinion in 
council, when the embargo on the exportation of corn was 
proposed. It was the only expedient left to prevent the peo- 
ple from starving, and if it was a mistaken measure, it was 
a mistake on the humane side. As to what subsequently- 
passed in parliameiu on the subject, he could not precisely 
say ; but as well as he couLd recollect, the deceased Earl did 
not defend the legality of the proclamation, but merely die 
necessity. 

His Lordship then entered into several strictures on the 
conduct and sentiments of. the noble Duke who opposed 
the bill iChandos]: said, however insignificant his Grace 
deemed himself, he was a person of singular weight in that 
House. His voice went a great way, and was heard by some 
persons with particular attention. He felt it frequently, and 
more than once was a witness to his moving the previous 
question in matters of great difficulty to ministers. He re- 
membered, upon a very particular occasion, upon the deter- 
mination of a matter of property, the noble Duke's leaving 
liis learned friend near him [Lord Camden J, in a minority, 
by which means he was sorry to find that the House had 
now for three years, on most-occasions, lost the assistance bt 
jthe learned Lord's abilities, in the decision of learned ques- 
tions. He was pointedly severe in this part of his speech on 
the conduct of the noble Duke, and the unhappy interference 
of great court lords on such occasions, who never fail to vote 
with a majority at their heels ; because it would discourage 
suitors from appealing to the judicature of that House, in the 
last resort. He would have been much better pleased to see 
the noble Dukd exert his great personal ii^rluence, in remov- 
ing the causes of the present distressed state of our finances ; 
in inquiries into the expenditure of public money, than in 
opposing, the pnly particular instance he recollected, in which 
a pension, or annuity had been properly bestowed. Why did 
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not the noble Duke, when the addition to the civil list was 
granted, move for such an inquiry ? or will the noble Duke 
move for rescinding that vote, and enter into the inquiry, 
and on finding what were the real exigencies of the crown, 
and what would be fairly adequate to supporting it with 
splendour and dignity, confine the addition to that, and that 
oniy ? His Lordship mentioned a great number of particu- 
lars of less note, and sat down with giving his' most hearty 
assent to the committing of the bill. The noble Duke, who 
opened the debate, had dwelt much on the necessity of acting 
with economy. Would the noble Duke in good earnest set 
about a reform ^ Would he move for inquiry into the profits 
of -places and sinecures ? If he would, he should most readily 
assist every one of his endeavours; he would immediately/ 
second the motion. 

His Lordship, after Reverting to the necessity of holding 
out encouragement, by setting examples of national gene- 
rosity, mentioned the Congress, who, he said, give daily 
proofs of this species of policy. After giving them great 
credit for the wisdom of their proceedings, which, he ssdd^ 
was inferior to none that ever appeared, observed, that re- 
warding those who deserved well, was the surest means of 
being well served. It was a maxim as old as time itself; 
and lie was astonished how any noble Lord should so far for^ 
get it as to oppose the present bill. 

The Duke of Chandos complained of being very uncan* 
dldly treated in the course of the debate. He said, he had 
been accused of voting for a sum of money to pay the King's 
debts, in this and the last sessions ; he certainly had so voted, 
and were the question again in agitation, he would again give 
his vote for the addition which had been made to the civil 
list, because he knew the receipt was not equal to the expen- 
diture. The noble Duke, and the noble Earl who spoke 
last, had asked, whether be would go into an inquiry relative 
to the perquisites of placemen* he knew not that the King's 
servants now had larger emoluments than those who held the 
same offices before them; until that was proved to be the case, 
he certainly would not enter upon any such business ; and as 
to the superfluous sinecures, the noble Duke and the noble 
J-larl knew much better than he did what such sinecures were, 
z'^ they had been in place ; and if they knew that the country 
was unnecessarily burthcned, they were criminal in not en- 
deavouring to lighicn the public load. The noble Earl had 
thouglu proper to attack him in a very personal and severe 
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of 20)0001. per annum for doing nothingj or next to nothing, 
for signing his name barely about six times a-year. 

Earl of Shelburne closed thfe debate. He agreed with the 
noble Duke who spoke last, that this was no time for men 
who had any regard for their characters or peace of mind, ta 
trust themselves into difficult situations ; as besides the na- 
tural difficulties to be encountered or surmounted, many w'ere 
to be feared, and few or none to be trusted. With regard to 
the late Earl's having been duped and deceived, the charge 
was true j but he begged the noble Duke to consider, that the 
Earl had made the best attonement, a full and frank confes* 
sion of bis having been so duped and deceived : his Lordship 
added, that few men, if any, were so truly careful and so 
successfully cautious as not to have been once duped in their 
life time. He would, for the noble Duke, as well as for 
himself, express an earnest wish, that neither of them might, 
hereafter have occasion to confess, that they had been duped 
and deceived into office ; and that when they should be no 
more, there might be as good ground for praise, and as little 
scope for censure, as there was in the case of the late Earl of 
Chatham. 

The question was put, and the House divided. Coatentt 
42, Non-Contents ii. 
Dissentient^ 

First, Because we cannot agree to such an unwarrantable 
lavishing away of the public money, at a time when the na- 
tion groans under a heavy load of debts, and is engaged in a 
dangerous and expensive war. 

Secondly, Because we fear that this act may in after times 
be made use of as a precedent for factious purposes, and to 
the enriching of private families at the public expence. 

Bathurst, 
Chandos, 
Ab. York, 
Paget. 

Earl oi Derby then resumed the business relative to the 
Saratoga affair. He acknowledged it was now too late in 
the season to go into the question. at large, nevertheless 
thought it extremely proper, that ministers should acquaint 
the House and the nation with the difficulties which ob- 
structed the faithful performance of the convention ; because, 
both a regard for the gallant men now prisoners in America, 
as well as public faith, made it necessary. That, as niinisters 
had declined to do any thing in it. Parliament should be ac- 
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quainte^ with the nattire and extent of the impediaieaUy iff 
order that it might be enabled to point oot the speediest and 
most effectual means of removing them. - His Lordaktpy 
after a few words to the same purport, made the fioHoiHing 
motion : 

** That an humlUe address be presented to his Majetty, 
that' he be graciously pleased to give order to be bud before 
that House, previous to their prorof^ion^ all- infermatMn 
that has been received, relating to the detention of the army 
now in America, subject to the conditions of die convetitioil 
signed at Saratoga.'* 

Lord fFeymouth said^ there was no blame imputed to an5^ 
person respecting that affair ; the only objection he had tothd 
motion was, because it appeared to him extremely ill timed 4 
just at the eve of a prorogation, when Patliament proposed 
10 sit but one day longer. As to the papers, if moved for in 
time, he would not have had the least objection to comply 
with the motion made by the noble Earl ; nor could he give 
a specific answer, upon bare recollection, as to their con^ 
tents. On the whole, therefore, considering that he could 
neither carry the substance of them in his mfndj and that Were 
they produced, they would break in upon the intended pro- 
rogation, he would recommend to his Lordship to withdraw 
his motion ; otherwise, he would find himself obliged to move 
the previous question, which be rather wished to avoid. 

Earl of Derby told his Lordship, that he ought to balance 
the necessity of the motion against the inconveniency of sit- 
ting a few days lotiger; that even in point of good poUcyi 
as well as humanity, ministers should consider what material 
service so brave and well disciplined a corps of veterans mighty 
if released, be able to render their country 9t this important 
crisis. 

Earl of EJfingham supported the motion, and the propriety 
of complyinp: with it, on the ground last mentioned by the 
noble Earl. He agreed with the noble Viscount who moved 
the previous question, that there was no compelling the 
* Congress to perform the convention on their part, as vit 
had proved by fatal experience, that we were not able to 
compel them todoLny thing; nevertheless, it was necessary 
that Parliamnit should be informed what was the matter of 
diUercnce, when it arose^ and how best it might be remedied*' 
Parliament were called upon to interfere, since ministers had 
dcclint'd any steps on their part; they owed it to the nation, 
*s an act of duty, and they particularly owed it to the brave 
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but unfortunate men who were suflTering the most mortifying 
and painful chagrin, by being rendered unserviceable to th« 
state, and left neglected in the hands of an enemy ^wbo^ for 
several reasons, could not be supposed to have any other feeU 
ing or regard for them but what the mere rules of war pre* 
scribed. 

Duke of Richmond remarked, it was somewhat extraordi* 
nary that the noble Viscount had paid so little attention t6 
an affair, in his opinion, of so great consequence, as not to 
be able to recollect any part of the contents of the papers^ 
which, if he performed his duty, lie must have perused, nor 
of course give the least tittle of infgrmation to their Lord* 
ships on the subject. Such a conduct, he said, merited cen- 
sure. The noble Viscount perused the papers, or he did 
tiot. If he did, and withheld information from the House, 
it was an act of great disrespect ; if he had not perused them, 
which he could hardly think, his Lordship was guilty of a 
Very inexcusable piece of neglect. As to the prorogation 
spoken of by the noble Viscoimt^ he hoped that ministers 
Would think better of it, and consider how dangerous it miglit 
be to prorogue Parliament at so critical a season, when it was 
not only possible, but probable^ their advice might be want* 
ing, which could not be obtained until the end of forty dayi 
after issuing the proclamation for calling it together. 

Earl of Denbigh insisted that the noble Viscount had no 
right to answer questions put to him by any individual Lord. 
If it was the sense of the House. that the question put should 
be answered, it would be time enough for the noble Lord to 
communicate what he knew, and not till then; therefore his 
Lordship might have perused the papers, and recollected th€ 
substance of them, and yet be fully justified in refusing to 
comply with the application now made, and he hoged he 
would not. 

The previous question being put, was agreed to without a 
division. 

The Duke of BoUcn rose, ahd observed that although the 
noble Viscount's reasons against the preceding motion car- 
ried the appearance of an objection to one he intended t0 
submit to their Lordships' consideration, it should not pre* 
vent him from proceediufir ; because, give the objection its 
full weight, it amounted only to an argument of conveni- 
ence, and could never stand in compciition with the wclfa^^ 
and safety of the state. The noble Viscount spoke of a clau e 

Vol. IX. G g in 



450 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

ill an act of Parliament, which empowered his Majesty .to 
summon the Parliament in fourteen days. He would not 
contend about the real powers vested in the crown by that 
act; but, at a period of so much danger and diflSculty, he Was 
ready to prove that it would be extremely improper to trust to 
any summons, however short, when the assistance of Parlia- 
ment, upon any emergency, be it ever so sudden, could be 
insured by continuing the session by short adjournments. 

His Grace affirmed, that an invasion o£ this country by 
France was meditating ; that the formidable armaments go- 
ing on at that instant in their ports, docks, and naval arsenaus, 
portended nothing less ; that Spain was equally busy in war- 
like preparation ; and, that powerful armies and encampmehts 
were stationed on the coasts of the channel, opposite England. 
These were unequivocal proofs of what we had reason to ex- 
.pect, at least what it was necessary we should provide against; 
they were not appearances of a defensive, but an offensive war.. 
Indeed, ministers themselves, by their conduct, within a few 
days, bad amply confirmed what he had now thrown but; 
the alarm-bell was rung by them ; its sound had already 
reached the most distant part of the three kingdoms ;. it "was 
still tinkling in his ears. A general embargo had been laid by 
the joint advice of those very ministers who, by the language 
of the noble Viscount, seemed determined to proceed in the 
same ruinous career which produced all our former misfor- 
tunes and present calamities ; and by a prorogation of Par- 
liament, to despise its assistance ar advice. 

His Grace exhorted their Lordships to pay this alarum- 
bell a due attention, as they might depend upon it, from the 
liniform conduct of ministers since the commencement of the 
present unhappy troubles, they would never have sounded it, 
if not urged by motives of dire necessity. He hoped, there- 
fore, that their Lordships would not suflbr it to ring in 
vain.— -No instance, he contended, was known, when an 
embargo was laid, such as that of Saturday last, but on the 
dreaded approach of an immediate invasion; and besides the 
general reasons for the propriety of vSuch an apprehension, 
stated by him on his rising, he had no doubt but the King's 
servants had got)d private and particular reasons to fear that 
an invasion wa^ at hand. If so, he submitted to their Lord- 
ships' consideration, how extremely necessary it would be to 
have Parliament sitting, in case of so momentous an event. — 
Before he closed the matter of necessity, he said, he could not 
avoid throwing in an additional reason in support of his in- 
tended motion, which was, that supposing Parliament sbotild 
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be dispersed, at the time a foreign enemy should'land, who 
tould the people look to for assistance and protection ? Not 
surely to a set of men who, in every, instance in which they 
had been trusted, had mPsled both parliament and nation, arid 
betrayed a total incapacity in every measure they planned-— 
in every measure they attempted to carry into execution. 

As he had mentioned the na^al preparations going forward 
in the ports of France and Spain, he thought it necessary to 
say a few words on that part ot his subject; as well to point 
out what had been done by those powers, as to remind their 
Lordships what had been omitted on our part.— As soon ad 
France had finally- determined to interfere in the dispute be- 
tween this country and her colonies, which was several months 
before she entered into any direct treaty, with them, she 
wisely turAed her whole attention to her tnarinie; ^nd he was 
warranted in affirming, put it in such a condition as the pre- 
sent ministers were totally ignorant of, and very few people 
aware of. Yet, even active as France and Spain were, if oUr 
ilavy had been properly attended to ; if the enormous sums 
voted by Parliament had been faithfully or judiciously ap- 
plied ; if the noble Earl who presides at the admiralty board j 
now over the way, had performed either his promises or his 
duty, no cause of the present national panic, on account of an 
expected invasion, would have ever existed. The most ampl^ 
supplies^ in the course of seven years, had been granted; the 
most loud arid frequent boastings had been made oy thie noble 
Earl, in consequence of those supplies, of the flourishing in- 
vincible state of our navy— -of its superiority over the united 
fleets of France and Spain ; but the very first instant an occa- 
sion calls for the exertion of this f ctitious naval force, not 
even for offensive war, but mere protection, for safety and 
security in our dwellings and possessions, for the enjoyments 
of our altars and firesides, we are told, or at least given to 
understand, that the navy is no longer the great national bul- 
wark ; that we must have recourse to a land force to defend 
us : and as for Gibraltar and our distant dependencies, they 
are at once abandoned ; even the noble Lord now stationed in 
America with his squadron is devoted ; for the same noble 
Earl, who has boasted so frequently of his having a force su- 
perior, or able at all times to cope with the united force of the 
whole House of Bourbon, has adopted a very different lan- 
guage ; he has acknowledged, that it was not prudent to de- 
tach, at the time it was pressed by a noble Duke near me, 
.[Richmond], in order to watch the motions of D'Eataing, whe- 
ther meant to be directed agaimt our fortresses in the Mediter- 
G g 2 \ji3\^i:cv^ 
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ranean^ or our fleets in America. His Grace next .pointed in 
particular to the want of frigates, which he said were the 
great soul of maritime war ; both in cruises against the enciqy^ 
for the protection of commerce^ and in forwarding and fapi-' 
litating the operations of large squadrons. He contrasted tbe 
distribution of our fleet at present, with what it was in tl)e 
years 1743, 5, 6; at which several periods, invasions from 
' France were threatened in favour of the Pretender. The at- 
tempt in 1743 was when the Pretender and Marshal Saxe 
were at Dunkirk, He said, then the wisest precautions were 
taken; the sl.r.res were lined with frigates, in order to give 
notice of the enemy's approach ; and were so judiciously sta-. 
tioned across ^he clianiiel, that it was impossible for any fleet 
to come up the channel, without Sir John Norri* being ap- 
prised of it ; who, stationed in the Downs to watch the 
intended debarkation at Dunkirk, had it in his power to pre- 
vent it ; or, upon the appearance of the grand French fleet, to 
attack it, before it could join the force in Dunkirk road. 
Such was the distribution of the force in 1 745 and 6, when 
Admiral Vernon commanded in the channel, which compelled 
the enemy to a choice of forbearing to invade, or of coming 
to a general engagement. What, said his Grace^ i^ your 
line of battle now ? You have none. Your line of battle 
ships, at the end of almost two months, are not yet ready to 
put to sea ; and if they were, have you any frigates ? Even 
on paper, tbe grand fleet, as it is called, under Admiral Kep- 
pel, amounts to no more than twenty -one ships of the line, 
besides the squadron of twelve more under Admiral Byron. 
Is this a force equal to that which France alone is able at tliis 
instant to meet you in the ocean or channel with ? I contend 
iris not. If then Spain should become a party in the quar- 
rel, what has this country to depend on ? Nothing but mere 
chance remains to protect her. We arc, my Lx^rds, brought 
into this melanci)oly predicament by the misconduct of mini- 
sters: if we do not detach, our dependencies are at the mercy 
ot our enemies ; if we should, our coasts must lie opento tlje 
attacks of the first invader. Even if we should not weaken 
our present force, it amounts to no more than twenty -one 
ships of the line \ where are your frigates which will be ne- 
cessary for the service I have already mentioned? I am told, 
the whole number is no more than three for the purpose of 
gaining intelligence of the strength and motions of the enemy, . 
and for spreading the alarm on their approach. 

My Lords, when I express my entire disapprobation of the 
i^i^tjlLution of the fleet iu the channel, I da not mean to 

uvsLnuate 
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insinuate the most distant degree of censure on the conduct of 
the gallant officer to whom the command of it has beetr in- 
trusted. I am convinced that that able seaman does not act 
upon his own judgment. I am fully persuaded that, if it 
were left to him, it would have been ordered in another man- 
ner* The want of a professional man, my Lords, is the great 
cause of the present ruinous state of our naval affairs ; nor 
will it ever be otherwise, till men regularly bred to the 
profession are called to preside over them. No man but 
a seaman is fit to preside at the admiralty board, par- 
ticularly in times of difficulty and danger ; men versed in 
the practical as well as the theoretical part of the business ; a 
full, clear, and regular knowledge of the profession in all its 
parts, both on sea and on shore. Such were the men at the 
periods just alluded to ; such were Wager, Norris, Vernon, 
and Anson, who cither presided in person, or advised those 
who did preside. Is that th^ tase now ? Was the lioble Earl 
over the way [Bristol], or the able officer intrusted with the 
command of the fleet on channel service, consulted ? No : 
the same ignorance, the same blunder, the same incapacity, 
in short, every thing which can lead to ef ror, delusion, and 
national ruin ; every measure productive of "defeat and dis- 
grace, hath governed the fatal system, which hath, for some 
years back, been adopted in the n^val councils of this devoted 
country. 

His Grace moved, ** That an humble address be presented 
to his Majesty, humbly to represent to his Majesty the very 
alarming state of these khigdoms, which we fear will be much 
increased by a prorogation of Parliament at so critical a time, 
whereby his Majesty would be deprived of that natural and 
constitutional advice he might find necessary on any emer- 
gency to require from his Parliament, at a time when the 
whole legislative authority, and the united wisdom of the 
kingdom is, in our apprehension, absolutely necessary to 
secure us from impending dangers; most humbly to implore 
his Majesty, that he would be graciously pleased to defer the 
prorogation of the Parliament until the present very dange- 
rous crisis may be happily terminated." 

Lord Viscount IVey mouth ^dkA^ he rose to oppose the mo* 
tion, upon the same ground he had opposed that made by the 
noble Earl over the way [Derby]; and alluded to an expres- 
sion of his Grace, made use of on opening his motion, which 
was, that of its meeting a similar fate with the former, that of 
meeting its fate by the previous question^ or his having very 
G g 3 little 
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little expectation of carrying it, for he could not pretend to 
recollect the expression exactly. Be that as itmay, he wasnrf 
opinion, that the two motions stood pretty nearly on thevame 
ground ; and in giving his reasons of dissent to the present, 
should recur chiefly to his former arguments ; whicli were^ 
that Parliament, after so long and arduous an • attendance, 
required a recess; and if the necessity for the advice of Par- 
liament were such as had heen stated by the noble Duke, the 
clause inserted in the militia bill, in the: winter session 1775, 
provided a remedy, without putting Parliament to the dis- 
agreeable inconvenience of attending in town during the whole 
summer ; not to transact business ; not to fulhl a duty re- 
quired of them ; but merely to wait in anxious suspdnce, to 
8ee if any matter of parliamentary concern might arise. The 
purport of the clause was what he had before mentioned, 
which empowers his Majesty, in the instances therein pro- 
vided for, to convene the Parliament in fourteea days. If, 
therefore, any emergency should arise, which might render 
the' advice of Parliament necessary, the clause provides, that 
in case of a rebellion in any of the dependencies of the British 
crown, or during the continuance of the present rebellion in 
America, the King shall, or may, assemble the Parliainent in 
fourtee^i days. This clause, he ^as satisfied, would answer 
^W the intended purposes of an adjournment ; and would, at 
ihe same time, be free from all the inconveniences which an 
adjournment must be productive of. 

He took notice, that a noble Duke [Richmond}, in the last 
debate had observed, that the writs of summons to Parlia- 
Tpcnt, ruflnimr in the ancient form, and requiring forty days 
tctween the writ and return, the clause now alluded to could 
r^ot operate, This he was free to controvert; and believed 
the contrary might be easily shewn, because that was no po- 
sitive law, but merely founded in custc.m ; and though it 
were, he did not think he would hear it asserted, that it was 
not in the power of the legislature to alter, and of course to 
give a legal operation to tlieir own intentions, expressed in 
the clearest and least ambiguous terms. 

In answer to that part of the noble Duke's speech wIk) 
made tlie motion, which supposed, that laying on the em- 
bargo was spTmding the national alarm to an invasion, be 
contended it was not. It was so far from being unprece- 
dented, that it was u<5ual, when seamen were wanted. That 
was the case at present. Seamen were wanted, and an em- 
baigo was deemed necessary, in order to fonvard aiid facilitate 
fhe press. It was thc^refore to procure seamen, not to ring the 
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alarmythat the embargo was laid on. Such means were ne- 
ccfssarily resorted to, for the speedy manning of our navy, 
when vkrious services were to be provided for, and extensive 
operations at sea to be carried on. He did not undertake to 
answer for the future intentions of our enemies. All he could 
vemure to assert at present was, that the embargo was not 
laid on, from any dread of a sudden or immediate invasion of, 
any part of this island. 

Lord Camden^ after a few words by way of explanation, 
on the necessity of agreeing with the motion made by theno« 
ble Duke, replied to the argument of the noble Viscount, in 
answer to what he had offered to the objection made by the 
Tioble Duke near him [Richmond], in the preceding debate, 
respecting the writs of sunmions to Parliament being always 
returnable in forty days, when called together for the dispatch 
of business. Tlie noble Viscount does not deny the existence 
of the law ; nor does he pretend to point out a single instance 
in which it has been departed from ; but the noble Viscount 
says, there is a law for one as well as the other. My Lords, 
one is the law of Parliament, founded in the constitution ; a 
law, give me leave to say, that is of the very essence of Par* 
liament itself ; and more binding and obligatory than any 
act of the legislature can be ; because it is the very basis and 
groundrwork of their assembling for any purpose. Buttaking 
the noble Lord's argument simply, as his Lordship has stated 
it, let us try it by the established rules of legal construction. 
Is the law or usage of forty days notice repealed by the clause 
alluded to, or by any other clause contained in the act ? No 
such thing is pretended. Does the clause mak^any provision 
for altering the writ of summpns from forty to fourteen days ? 
Not that neither. All the clause says, is what the noble 
Viscount has stated ; that in such and such cases the King 
may convene the Parliament in fourteen days. Will any 
noble Lord present undertake to say, that there is at present a 
rebellion subsisting in America, or in any of the dependencies 
of the British crown ; or suppose he should hazard theasser.* 
tion, will he say, that the ancient mode of assembling Parlia- 
ments, a mode, 1 am ready to contend, coeval with the con- 
stitution, shall be at once annihilated by a passing clause in an 
act of the legislature, not at all. directed to the regulating the 
mode and manner of holding of Parliaments, or connected 
■witli any of its special powers or privileges ? Should such ^ 
doctrine prevail, there is not any other power or privilege of 
Parliament which might not be undermined or taken away in 
the same way. The doctrine was dangergus, was uncon^ti- 
G g 4 tuuovv^l^ 
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tutional, he said, and could not, he would venture to.provcji 
\>e fairly m^intain^d in argument, Ufxon any principle of 180U|»4 
policy, or legal construction. The fact did not niaintaiathe 
explanation ; and if it did, would the clause uphold the ia- 
terpretation put upon it ^ His irordship next proceeded to 
&hew the great danger of assembh'ng Parliament under the 
clause, and the folly of wantonly doing so, whep the present 
motion would answer all the ends proposed to be effected by 
the clause; after whieh he entered into a short, but masterly 
investigation of the real state of public affairs. 

His Lordship reminded the Ho^sc, that the events whicK 
were happening every day hfid been literally foretold from 
that side of the House, and had been day after 'day repeated, 
and almost dinned into the ears of administration. The de** 
figns of France were delineated in detail ; their interests were 
fctated, as the ground of those designs. Ministers were told, 
that it was the most fortunate circumstance that coiild pos&ibly 
happen to France, that misunderstandings should take place 
between this country and her American Colonies; that those 
misunderstandings ^should produce a civil war ; that a civil 
war sh^'uld produce a separation ; and that in the very instant 
when Britain had lost one third of our dominions, and should 
be exhaustetl of men and money, that then would be the time 
for France to take advantage of our weakness, and wreak her 
vengeance on this devoted country. Was there a syllable, 
whicb hu'i been urged on this subject, which did not turn out 
literally true ? Did not France, by the most seeming friendly 
assurances, encourage ministers to carry their plans of despo- 
tism, and unconditional submission, into execution ? Did 
they not, as soon as they found ministers engaged in the im- 
provident, irnpracticril/lc, and unconstitutional scheme of 
subduing our colonics by force of arms, give secret assistance 
to America ? Did not they still continue the same friendly 
assurances to encourage us to send our whole naval and mili- 
tary force beyond the Atlantic, soa:^ to rentier ourselves in a 
manner totally defenceless at home ? and as soon as we liad 
fatally done so, at once cease to dissemble, and openly league 
themselves with our own subjects? And do they not now, 
in rt»t junction with Spain, meditate our destruction - 

■ His Lordship lamented the same fatal credulity, which no\^ 
subsists in respect ot Spain, winch caused all our present ca^ 
lamitics in depending upon the assurances ok* France. Spain 
was arnic^d ; and ministers, I doubt not, will tell me. What 
of that f Wc.coniiuue to receive the fullest assurances from 
$pj'ii: of a dcLeriuincu amicable neutrality. If Spain wasL 

vcally 
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really smcefre/ why arm ? Why are her ports and anemli 
full of shipa of vfdix, ready to proceed to sea, or prej^ring 
with all possible expedition for it i What is the reason that 
twenty -three ships of the line now ride in Cadiz Bay ? Is 
' all this preparation and great expence undertaken for no^ 
thing ? Such an idea can only be founded in the most mani* 
fest absurdity. The facts 'speak for themselves ; they super* 
sede all assurances. Such an armament, and such a general 
preparation, is a tacit declaration of her sentiments. Inde- 
pendent of any public or private engagement she mdy have 
entered into with France, it imports just this : as soon as 
hostilities are commenced between you and France, we mean 
to take part with the latter j it is the language of common 
sense, of experience ; if not, why arm now, more than at any 
other period since the conclusion of the late peace ?.— Mini- 
sters, knowing this, should have peremptorily insisted upon 
something else, besides bare assurances ; they sliould have in- 
sisted upon a test from Spain of the truth of those assurances ; 
the test I mean, a putting a stop to all their armaments ; and 
if Spain refused, ministers should have compelled them to 
jusrice, by intercepting the flotilla. The possession of that 
treasure would have been a proper punishment for their per. 
fidy; would have been a pledge for their future conduct : 
and if they then refused to give the only solid proof of their 
real specific intentions, it would enable us to carry on a ne- 
cessary war against the joint efforts of our natural and perfi* 
dious enemies. It is true, it may be objected that such a con- 
duct on our part might be deemed a breach of the law of na* 
tions, that of attacking a nation unprovoked, in a time of 
profound peace. That difficulty might be easily got over; 
a declaration of Wfer might accompany the blow, and the re- 
fusal to disarm, at so critical a conjuncture, might be pleaded 
as a motive equally founded in justice, sound policy, and ne- 
cessity, for compelling a secret enemy to declare, what her 
inability and present convenience only prompted her to con- 
ceal. 

The Lord Chancellor c^me to his place from the woolsack^ 
to reply to the distinction made by the learned Lord who 
spoke last, between the forty days notice in the writs of sum- 
mons according to the common law, and the probable opera, 
tion in the clause in the statute, which empowers the Grown 
to assemble the Parliament in fourteen days. He believed the 
learned Lord's construction of the law was perfectly right; 
that the writ in point of law would supersede the intent of 
Ihe clause on ordinary occasions ; but although no man was 
jre^dier to support the constitution in ^eiieT^.1^ o\ iVse. ^-axVW 
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mehtary constitution in particular^ he would, in a case of 
emergency, fiuch as the preservation of the state, iiipeme 
with forms, however sacred ; because siich emergencies lup- 
posed a case of necessity, in which tl>e very essence, as well 
as forms of the constitution were at stake. As to the exist- 
ence of a rebellion in America, the condition on which the 
clause was to take effect, he presumed few of their Lordships 
doubted of it ; and if during a prorogation any sudden emer- 
gency should arise, he presumed that neither the right nor 
expediency of calling the Parliament together at fourteen days 
notice, would be imputed to any of those who should advise ' 
such a measure, as criminal or illegal. On the other hand, 
•liould an adjournment take pjace, probably there would be 
a very indifferent attendance. Many other inconveniences 
would follow from an adjournment: bills brought in,. and 
either withdrawn, negatived or altered, could not be re- 
ceived, the adjournment being a continuance of the same 
session. In fine, the power in the clause alluded to would 
answer all the. purposes of an adjournment, and would be 
liable to none of the objections which he had mentioned. 

Earl of Skelburne said, if no other reason existed for agree- 
ing vvuth the motion, it would convince foreigners, that Par- 
liament and the nation at large had been rouzed to a proper 
sense of their danger. It would shew that the people were 
united ; that they were determined to defend and protect 
the Crown with their lives and fortunes ; and that they were 
resolved no longer to depend upon ministers, whose ignorance 
and incapacity was what encouraged our enemies, and fur- 
nished them with the means hitherto of rendering themselves 
formidable to this couiUry. His Lordship next pointed to 
the state of our home and distant defence. He said, at present 
there were but twelve battalions of infantry' in Great Britain, 
which with the cavalry, did not amount to above nine thou- 
sand men, independent of the guards, which was a force 
small enough to defend the person of the King. This he did 
not think a force by any means adequate to the defence of the 
kingdom ; for though much might in time be expected from 
the militia, in the event of a sudden invasion, they could not 
be expected to make head against a numerous veteran array. 
In such a case, which was far from being improbable, what 
was to be done -^ Certainly if our navy was inferior to that of 
our enemies, a landing of a numerous foreign army must be 
jhe consequence; in which case the metropolis must be aban- 
doned ; for such a military force as that described, with the 
aid oi a raw undisciplined militia, would never be able to 
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defend the metropolis, and protect the whole kingdom. The 
metropolis must fall ! a most melancholy hearing, Scotland 
must be left to defend itself; he believed there was little dan- 
ger of an enemy facing that way ; then if in the interim in- 
surrections sliould arise, and that Ireland, already ripe for 
revolt, should rebel, how was it possible that this devoted 
nation could stand against such a combination of dreadful cir- 
cumstances ? Here his Lordship took an opportunity to con- 
demn administration for their impolitic and absurd conduct, 
in relation to Ireland and the people of Lancashire, Bristol, 
&c. in which they conveyed to the world an exact picture of 
themselves, that of displeasing both parties, without benefit- 
ing either. He warned ministers, he said, early, not to 
make a fruitless attempt to loose the shackles of the Irish only 
to gall them the more, and remind them of their sufferings. 
Whatever was done, should have been maturely considered 
upon a large and liberal scale, and for the advantage of the 
whole. Ontlie contrary, administration had disobliged their 
best friends, the inhabitants of the loyal towns of Manchester 
^nd Liverpool ; and for what purpose? To throw Ireland into 
rebellion. He had no political correspondence with any per- 
son in that kingdom, though he had on his private affairs ; 
and by the latest accounts received from thence, he was in- 
formed that the people had entered into an association to pur- 
chase no more British goods, at least none manufactured in 
Manchester, or its neighbourhood ; and it was expected that 
the mob would daily break into the shops and warehouses, • 
and cut, burn, and destroy all the commodities of the growth 
or manufacture of this kingdom. 

' His Lordship next proceeded to take a view of our depen- 
dencies.- The naval defehce of those, he observed, was given 
up ; in that respect, they were left to shift for themselves. 
How was Gibraltar ? Why, effective and non-effective, the 
garrison of fhat fortress did not ainoCmt to 4000 men ; and 
though two regiments, with the governor, and a draft from 
the artillery, had been at Portsmouth for several weeks, yet 
they had not sailed ; and what rendered this shameful neglect 
the more inexcusable was, that he perceived by the papers on 
the table, relative to the equipment of the Toulon squadron, 
that ministers had a regular, correct, and continued account 
of the armament going on at that port from the 3d of January^ 
till the 5th of May, notwithstanding which no one step, till 
very lately, had been taken to strengthen that Important for- 
tress, nor had the reinforcement, as yet, left St. Helen's. 
;|^ethen described the defenceless and naked state of our West 
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Jniia islands, and the criminal neglect in not either aug- 
menting the force under General Howe, so as to enable him 
to maimain his ground, if that was what was intended, or 
recalling, and sending him to tliose parts of America which 
we still possess, either there to act on the offensive or defen- 
sive» as ppportmnty might serve. If, on the other hand, 
America should be inclined to come to torms, and that to give 
credit and strength to our negociat ions, the troops under Ge- 
neral Howe might be sent to Halifax to defend Nova Scotia, 
a:nd strengthen the small force under General Carlcton. But 
if none of these plans were thought proper, why not send 
reinforcements from hence to defend Canada and Noya Sco- 
tia ? for while we retained those, he should never think 
America w^as entirely lost ; he knew a commercial union be- 
tween Great Britain and her Colonies would be for the ad- 
vantage of both ; and he had no doubt, if the proper steps 
bad been timely taken, early in the present year, but Mich 
an union might have been effected. 

Hh lA)^rdship answered the Lord Chancellor, on his rest- 
ing the propriety of the prorogation in preference to an ad- 
jfiiirnment, on the point of a presumed necessity ; why not 
pul the matter of necessity quite out of the question by an 
adjournment, and not lay a ground for a necessity, to evade 
the ancient law, and break in on the constitution of Parlia- 
ment, on account of a necessity wantonly created ? 

His Lordship talked some time on the new honours and 
distinctions about to be heaped on the undoers of their coun- 
try, and observed, it was in strict conformity to the policy of 
that ruinous court-system, which lavished the rewards due 
only to virtue and public merit, on the most worthless and 
servile, in order to encourage others to tread in the same ig- 
Dohlc steps, to rise by the same unprincipled arts of servility 
^nd corruption, lest, as his Lordship ludicrously remarked, 
ilie breed of the true court- spaniel should become extinct. 

His Lordship next spoke of the American Tories, who he 
said might be classed under three descriptions, those who acted 
from principle, those who being misled, or having views of 
their own, associated as the friends of government, and those 
vf profligate lives and dc\sperate fortunes, who deceived, in- 
flamed, and misled government for motives the most base and 
diabolical. He should leave the two latter to their fortunes 
and deserts, and only consider such of the people of America 
as toiyV. a part in defence and maintenance of the rights of this 
couiiUy upe^i principle. Those men were, of all the people 

on 
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on earthy most to be commiserated. They lay at tlic mercf 
of their enemies and persecutors ; their estates were confix 
cated } their ()ersons burnished or imprisoned, or their families 
left to famish ; yet those unhappy men were abandoned tt> 
their fate ; and if at a future time, any occasion should oc« 
cur, either in America or elsewhere, for the assistance of the 
loyal part of our subjects, the fate of the loyal, brave, and 
honest Americans, who were sacrl-:ced by British perfidy » " 
would sufficiently deter any man from trusting to British 
promises of security and protection. 

His Lordship spoke of the hidden over-ruling influence 
which surrounded the throne ; and whence all those baleful 
measures, he said, proceeded.- Thence was their encourage- 
ment, instructions, and rewards ; and to that source the peo- 
ple in the day of difficulty would look for satisfaction and re- 
dress, and demand justice on those who had been the cause 
of their ruin. 

Earl of Bristol. My Lords, I really did not intend to 
trouble your Lordships so late at night, after wliat I had 
Jieard fall so aptly by the noble Lord near me, in support of 
the motion made by the noble Duke: but, my Lords, late as 
it is, I should think myself unpardonable to go away witliout 
expressing my approbation of the motion, by which I am 
sure 1 shall prove that duty, attachment, and affection to his 
Majesty which I owe him, and which no man in his king*- 
dom has a higher respect for. I owe it to my country, in 
tlie distressful situation it is in, to support a motion so con- 
tistent with the wish of every lover of his country : but^ my 
Lord$,.I must also express my surprise, that after the noble 
Duke bad so manifestly shewn, that the alarming state we 
were reduced to was in great measure owing to the situation 
and management of our fleet, that the noble Lord whom I 
hive in my eye, and who superintends the remains of our 
once flourishing navy, has not deigned to say one single 
word. Surely, my Lords, it must be alarming, when we 
have so lately heard in this House, that the fleet of England, 
which, till this unhappy period, had given law to all Eu- 
rope, is now so reduced, that, however necessary it might 
be, it would not be prudent in this moment to detach from 
it; an avowal as shameful to him who made it, as it is ^.rc- 
judical to the nation, and injurious to the honour of the 
crown. And although the collective force of this remaining 
fleet has been for several months repeatcdlv said to be in rea- 
diness for service, yet it has been so inactive, and kept in such 
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a situation, that I must lament the brave admiral who is at 
the head of a squadron of that fleet, not having the commapd 
of the whole ships in England, b}' which means his fa^ad^are 
tied from the proper distribution he would otherwise make 
of them, and which might be a greater security for pur coasts. 
My Lords, it is but last, week that those ships under Adrai- 
ral Keppel were roady to drop down even to St. Helcn's^and 
1 believe the Victory has not been ready, in spite of d\\ the 
diligence that could be used, to go down till Saturday last. 
My Lords, the sailing of the Toulon fleet ever since thj^'ISth 
of. April, the ignorance of their destinatio?], and the conse- 
quences that may ensue from that armament, and our total 
want of intelligence which way they are gone, is very alarm- 
ing. My Lords, I have a letter in my pocket, which I 
shewed a noble Lord high in office, whom I see in his place, 
which proves that fleet to have been, the 7i,h of May, between 
Grbrahar and Malaga, being met by a Swede ship gone into 
Alicant on the (^th. I have therefore reason to believe the 
accounts I have seen in another letter, that the Toulon fleet 
xnust have passed the Straits the 9th. My Lords, what is 
then become of our islands ? Is not that alarming ? What 
is become of that fleet of four or five line of battle ships, and 
ali our frigates, under tliat brave officer Lord Howe, with 
fourteen or hfccen thousand seamen that aie there, the floWrT 
uf our fleet, so much wanted now ? And if they fall, what 
is to become of our army in America ? Is not this alarming, 
my Lords r And is this situation not such as to require our 
wishes, that the great hereditary council of this nation, the 
guardian of the people, should be kept together, and ready 
to prove by this step, to the whole kingdc^m and to all Eu- 
rope, that we mean, we wish, and hold ourselves ready at a 
moment's notice, to suppqrt his Majesty with our advice, as 
Wv'tII as our lives and fortunes. 

My Lords, I must say it is no less alarming, that after all 
the expencc the public has been at for our navy, that in so 
long a time we have not been able to collect ships enough to 
answer every purpose, which it is impossible the present num- 
ber now in the Channel can do : and, my Lords, where is 
the remedy for ali tlie^^e evils which the administration has 
brought upon us ? Surely those ?nen who have brought us in- 
to this situdiiun, are not those who w^a should wish to advise 
his Majesty still in this alarming situation ; nor in case this 
country should be thrown into gi eater confusion by any at- 
t4ck$ whiqh W'J hcdi talked of from i*i jncc and Spain, it can 

only 
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only be from Parliament that his Majesty can hope for such 
advice and assistance as he may find himself necessitated to 
require; and will you then, by a prorogation, deprive his 
Majesty of that advice at an hour's notice ; for if, as I hear 
that the pretence is, that his Majesty has now authority to 
call the Parliament in fourteen days together— what is that ? 
when in fourteen hours the enemy may be on your coasts, 
if these troops are all assembled on the coast of France, as it is 
;said they are, and that we have no frigates nOr proper vessels 
to obstruct them. 

My Lords, I trust your Lordships will see.the necessity of 
this dutiful and most affectionate motion ; and I do assure 
your Lordships, that could I see it in any other light, than 
that of manifesting our attachment to bis Majesty's person, 
and our readiness to exert ourselves for his service and ho- 
nour, I should give it a negative ; but as I am persuaded it 
will prove, as I said before, not only to this kingdom, but to 
. all Europe, a determined resolution to be ready at a moment'* 
notice to assist his Majesty in every respect whatever, so 
shall I most heartily give it my concurrence. 

Earl of Sandwich said, he could never sit still and hear an 
attack made oh that department he had the honour to preside 
in, without vindication. 

His Lordship spoke against the reason given by the noble 
Earl for the motion ; and said, he was surprised that the no- 
ble Earl could so misrepresent things. That he denied he 

ever said we were not able to detach ships that he only 

said, in a former debate, that perhaps it might not be pru- 
dent to do it. That with regard to Admiral Keppel's fleet 
not being ready to sail for St. Helen's till last week, they 
were now sailed from St. Helen's. That the noble Admi- 
ral who commands them had not his hands tied, as that no- 
ble Earl would one day kuow, whenever his orders were to 
be known. That he was surprised the noble Earrs intelli- 
gence was so bad, as to say that we had ever 139 ships of the 
line, which the noble Earl mentioned the other day. That 
we never had that number j and that we now had ships 
enough; it was men we wanted. The noble Earl also had 
said one day, that an embargo was necessary; why was not 
an embargo laid ? and now an embargo is laid, the noble 
Lord condems it as a hardship, as improper. The noble 
Earl I allow to be a great officer, a great seaman, and of 
great abilities ; but, my Lords, I will not give up my bffi- 

cial 
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cial knowledge to him or any sea officers whatever ; and 
to shew that I am as good a seaman as either of those 
tioble Lords, who said the other day, that they could not 
Work eleven ship* down the Channd as well as oi^e, which 
^as Admii-ai Barrington, I will tell them why ; bff^aiuse 
there ihust always be ih a number a heavier sailing Ship than 
another, and the rest must keep company with the wofst, 
which happened to Sif John Norris, when attempting to 
Work down the Channel, hi^ ships fell aboard of each other, 
and forced him to put back, and he never Could get beyond 
Torbay. His Lordship then gave his reasons why he should 
object to the motion of addressing the King against the pro- 
rogation. 

Elarl of Bristol rose again, and told their Lordships that 
he was used to that noble Lord's Machiavelian policy, of en- 
deavouring to turn all his arguments into ridicule whtfn he 
could not answer them; but he only desired their Lordships' 
indulgence, to. prove to them how the noble Lord [Eari of 
SandwichJ had endeavoured to misrepresent what he had 
said, and to pervert his Words to his own construction. And 
first, my Lords (sai4 the noble Lord,) as to his denial ot hav- 
ing. Said the Other day, he could not detach, I appeal to the 
House, %'hether the noble Lord did not say, it would riot bfc 
prudent to detach ; and that as I find the noble Lotd has 
not detached, nor has detained Admiral Byrort to join Ad- 
miral Keppel, whether lam not authorised to suppose he is 
not able to cfetach, because he has not, when it is very well 
knowti the Toulon squadron are tt sea ; and that, if left (0 
themselves unwatched, un pursued, we have every thing to 
fear for our colonies, and for our poor frigate.*:, and ouf great 
arniy in America, as well as o\ir trade. Next, with regafd 
to the bad information the noble Lord at the head of the 
arlmiraity is pleased to say I have, and the poor intelligence, 
his Lordship docs me honour, because I presume to remind 
tie House, that the noble Lord made use of the very same 
polite terms and words to (liat great statesman, that great 
man, now no more [Earl of Chatham, j on a similar attac^k 
fri>m him in this very House ; so that, my Lords, it is a 
phrj^.e wifh his Lordship as a thing of course when he cannot 
cfjnfute what is advanced. Next, my Lords. I think his 
Loid.sliip r.aid, that I had said, Admiral Keppel s hands were 
tied, and that he could not act, and how did I know that 
he could notf I deny the words; 1 am in the judgment 

3 of 
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of. die House; but here his Lordship s fallacy and his art of 
' turning words prevails again. What I had said was, that I 
was.sgrry Admiral Keppel's hands were tied from not com* 
n^anding the whole fleet in England ; for, that so well I 
-knew and trusted to the skill and bravery of that excellent 
officer and liis pfficej-s under him, that had he the command 
oT the whole fleet, there would have, been a very difTerei^t 
description made of them, and we should have had much 
less to have dreaded from an enemy ; for well I knew, if he 
hc^d the good fortune to meet the French fleet, he would 
^certainly beat them ; and that I must remind their Lordships 
of what I said the other day, that I wished him most sincerely 
nQt.only the command of all our fleets on float, but also on 
shore. I know no man so fit for it, so beloved by all the 
officers, so much wished for by die public, and no one who 
wpuld do more honour to his King and Country. 

That also I had said, the fleet was not ready till last week 
to. go even to St. Helen's, is true ; and I repeat it again : 
tlf y were not ready, and even the Admiral's own ship wa# 
not; ready till Saturday last: and I know the fleet were this 
morning at anchor at St. Helen's, for I had just seen a noble 
Lprd who left them there at five diis morning. The noble 
Lord also says, I misrepresented when I said there were ever 
I'Sp.saj] of the line. My Lords, I am astonished at his 
Lordship's advancing or denying this fact in diis Housew Let 
hiqi look at the little cjaspcd book I produced the odier day. 
here, which is from the navy-hoard, dated May 1/71. He 
win there see from thence 139 ships of the line, 8S2 sliips 
' and frigates, bombs, &c. the grand total. And I repeat 
a^in, that wlicn I came into the board of admiralty in 
' 177.15 diere were eighty-one ships of .the line fit for service, 
twenty -four under repair, seven foreign ones bought, besldei 
others in want of great repair. My Lords, what then is 
become of all those ships, when the noble Earl in office . 
tol^ us there were only forty-nine in -England fit for ser- 
vice ? Shameful it is to see the reduction of the great fleet 
of England after the sums given to it! nor care I whe-r 
thfir it is the n4)ble Lord or not; but so it i5, there has 
been mismanagement, misconduct, nt-gligcnco, and igno- 
rance in this great and essential department; and were we to 
sit Igngcr here, I pledge myself, some how or other to sift it 
out. 

Vol. IX. Hh Mv 



466 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

My Lords, as to the embargo, I did ask the noble Lord 
why one was not laid ; but then let me remind your Lord- 
ships what I said on that head. It was that we could not 
want men, if there was an immediate necessity for a supe- 
rior number of ships to be immediately manned. Why did 
they not lay an embargo for that purpose at once ; and 1 do 
believe, my Lords, the noble Lord borrowed that hint, as 
well as that of sending the fleet immediately to Torbay, 
from wliat I said the other day. But then, my Lords, I 
could not mean to stop all our trade, even foreigners that we 
could not make use of. This is another method of his Lord- 
ship's conveying his sense in others words. 

In short, my Lords, I will assure the noble Lord, that 
whenever the hour is fairly declared, if I am not to have a 
command, I will at least offer my service again to his ^^- 
jesty ; and whenever able to move,' if I have but an hand 
left, that shall be employed, if my country is attacked, £or his 
Majesty's service, though I were to serve even as midshipman 
again, the thing in the world they want most in the fleet ; 
but I never will in times like these, no war nor no peace^ 
give my sanction to measures that I declare myself hostile to, 
and which I think so destructive to my country* 

Earl of Sandwich said, the noble Earl's menaces should 
not prevent him from doing his duty, which he was as capa- 
ble of as the nptle Earl was of the business of a seaman r and 
if he was to judge of the noble Earl's abilities from his con- 
duct as a Lord of the admiralty, he must think very little of 
them, as he gave him scarcely any of his assistance wliilst he 
sat at that board. 

Duke of Richmond concluded the debate. His Grace took 
notice of what fell from Lord Sandwich about the inatten- 
tion of the Earl of Bristol when at the admiralty board. His 
Grace confessed, it was unparliamentary to refer to former 
debates, but seeing that his Lordship did it, and that his 
doing it at present would fully exculpate the noble Earl 
[Bristol], even in his Lordship's opinion ; he would there- 
fore beg leave to recur to an expression of his Lordship's, 
which dropped from him in a very late debate, and which 
was, " that he was very much obliged to the noble Earl 
[Bristol], for the very great attention and abilities he shewed 
at that board/* How these contradictions were to be recon- 
ciled, he did not know; however, he would not throw any 
particular stigma on the noble Lord, as he looked upon him 

to 
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to be as fit for thie office of firit Lord of the a4miralty» 
as any of the King's servants were for their respective 
places. 

The questiptt was now piit, and the Housie divided. Goti- 
tents 20 ; Non-cotttents 42. 

June 3. 

This day his Majesty came to the House, ahd put an e'hd 
to the session with the following speech : 
My Lords and GeAtlemen, 

After so long an'd laborious an application to the public 
business^ I think it proper at this season of the year to give 
you some recess. I come at the same time to return you my 
particular thanks for the zeal you have shewn in supporting 
the honour of my crown, and for your attehtioti to the real 
interests of my subjects, in the wise, just, and humane laws 
which hav€ been the result of your deliberations, and which, 
I hope, will be att nded with the most salutsu-y effects, in 
every part of the British empire. 

My desire to preserve the tranquillity of Europfe haS bceii 
uniform and sincere ; I reflect with great satisfaction that I 
have made the faith of treaties and the law of nations the 
rule of my conduct, and that it has been iny constant care 
to give no just cause of offence to any foreign power; 
let that power by whom this tranquillity shall be disturbed 
atiswer to their subjects and to the world for all the fatal con- 
aequences of war. 

The vigour and firmness of my Parliament have enabled 
itle to be prepared for such events and emergencies as may 
*happen ; and I trust that the experienced valour and disci- 
pline of my fleets and armies, aud the loyal and united ar- 
dour of the nation, armed and animated in the defence of 
tcvery thing that is dear to them, will be able, under the pro- 
tection of Divine Providence, to defeat all the enterprizes 
which the enemies of my crown may presume to undertake, 
and to convice them how dangerous it is to provoke the 
spirit and strength of Great Britain. 

Gentlerhen of the House of Commons, 

I thank you for the chearfulness with which you have 
granted thfe large and ample supplies ibr the service of tht 
current year, and for your care in raising them in a manner 
'the most effectual and the least burthensome ; and my 
•warmest acknowledgments are due to you for the provision 
you have enabled me to make for the honourable support of 
my family. 

Hh2 My 
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» My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your presence in your respective counties, may at this 
time be of great public advantage. It is urmecessary for me 
to recommend to you to do your duty in your several sta- 
tions: on my part, I have no other wish or object but to 
deserve the confidence of my Parliament, and the affections 
of my people. 



The Reader is desired to cancel the Bishop ^/Peterborough's 
Speech on the IQtk of November 1777, ^^^ f^ substitute the 

following, 

BISHOP of Peterborough, I listened very attentively to 
what feU from a noble Earl [Suffolk] high in office, that I 
might learn the objections which could be made to the pro- 
posed amendment ; they were two. The noble E^J was 
convinced, that as independence had been all along, and still 
was, the object of America, the cessation of arms would be 
attended with no good eflfect : and secondly^ that in the pre- 
sent uncertainty of what was the real state of our affairs (not- 
withstan^ling he had good ground to believx it favourable) 
the motion was ill timed. 

A noble and learned Lord f Camden] on the other side of 
the House, has spoken so ably and so fully to the first objec- 
tion, that I shall not trouble your Lprdships with my obser- 
vations upon it. With regard to the second, I beg leave to 
observe, that one side or other of the following proposition 
jnust be true. Either our arms have not had hitherto the 
success there was reason to expect, or they have : if they have 
not, then will it ill beconie your Lordship's reputation for 
]'ju(lcnce to persist in the same measures, unless there are 
oilier grounds fc?r confi<]cnce in them than such as have 
proved hit!)crto vain and delusive. 

If, on the otlu'r hand, our arms have been successful, and 
the s!durrl\rr i> but half as great as the greediness of credulity 
can swc*ll:>w, then surely there is that sufficient and decisive 
pr:?of of superiority wiiich the noble Earl requires. The 
point <A nationii honour is satisfied, and Great Britain may, 
wi.iJcut committing her dignity, propose such terms of ac- 
commodation, as will become Englishmen to gfier, and the 
sons of Englishmen IQ receive. 
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Things could never have come to the dangerous extrepii- 
ty they are, had not both parties been somewhat in the 
wrong. The misfortune has been, that neither side hitherto 
has hacT magnanimity enough to acknowledge what both have * 
; long known to be true. 

I trust, however, we might still be friends, would but 
either country shew a hearty desire of reconciliation : and I 
shall cliearfuliy give ray vote for the amendment, because I 
think that the only way for Great Bntaiii to extricate herself 
from her present difficulty with credit is', by being the first 
to shew she has got the better of hpr passion and resentment,* 
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4BINGD0N, Earl of, represents 
our dangers as much, the sen- 
ility of the House as very little 1 9 
■I considers the nation as made 

to destroy itself, and, like the vul- 
ture, to prey on its own vitals ih. 

■ represents the American re- 
straining ads, like Dracoes laws, as 
written in hlood * ib. 

1 considers the American war as 

commenced in tyranny and injustice, 
and conduced on principles of sa- 
vage cruelty 96 
o pposes the adjournment moved 
for by Lord Oxford 104 

■ represents the American pri- 
soners as treated ^ith savage bar- 
barity ^ 105 

. proposes a subscription for the 

relief of the American prisoners 106 

. expresses his alarm at the spirit 

of raising troops without the con- 

- sent of Parliament 13^ 

■ moves for the opinion of the 
Judges to be taken on the legality 
of Raising troops without the autho- 
rity of Parliament X46 

* states his reasons for moving 

for the opinion of the Judges to be 
taken 181 

■ exaftines the objedlons made 
by some Lords to the above mo- 
tion x8a 

■ reads an advertisement from 
a public paper 183 

represents the members of the 

London Tavern association as a set 
of jobbers and contractors ib. 

■iT- ■ ■ ' insists that there is no differ^ 
ence between the present mode of 
raising troops, and that of ship- 
money 184 

— — — quotes a speech of Mr. Hum- 
phry Sydenham, in the. House of 
Commons in 1746 185 

\ ■ ■ " ■ recommends two resolutions 
for the a4option9f the House x86 



Abingdon, Earl of, complains that the 
order of the House respet^g Ame- 
rican prisoners had not been coni- 
plied with ^ , 251 

'»'■ mentions two particular cir- 

cumstances respeding thosie prison- 
ers jii 

considers the Conciliatory Bills 

as a continuation of that delDslop 
which has brought this country 
nearly to ruin 293 

V — '. protests against the C(«ciiia- 

tory Bills ^ 304 

I rises to express his utmost in- 

dignation at the declarations of the 
mmistry ^ 3*3 

■I • complains of an atrocious vio- 
lation of the law in the treatment 
of Col Allen • 339 

■ says, these dead majorities 
vrill be the ruin of this nation 4oi 
I proposes to the minority to 

present the rejedted address to the 
King ib. 

' expresses his concern, that any 
objection should have been i|iade 
to the Chatham family annuity 
bill 427 

A(% of Charles the Second concerning 
private aids 189. 

Address of t^e Lords to the King on 
his speech at opening the session 50 
Allen, Col Ethan, his warrant of 
commitment, &c. called for 339 
American prisoners in £nglan4; pa- 
pers concerning them 129 
- — — regulations to be observed by 
the prisoners ^ iiy 
• scheme of vidualling for pri- 
soners in health X^X 
■■■ ■ ■ regulations for issuing coals 
and caniBes , iK 
———scheme of diet for the prison- 
ers in the sick ar)artments 139 
Ainherst, Lord, arises with reludancf 
toanswer a (^uestioti asked by Lord 
Chatham 9S 
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Atkinson, Mr. called to the bar of the 
Honie 309 

■ gives an account of his con- 

nexions with the treasury, as far as 
regarded the transport service ib, 

Bathurst, Lord, gives the appellation 
of humanity to the suspension of 
the Habeas Coqius a<ft loz 

. objeAs to the formality of 

a motion made by Lord Abingdon 
146 
- considers Gen. Gates's letter 



as holding out terms, not only ex- 
ceedingly improper, but grossly, in- 
sulting ^ aia 
• kaves the woolsack in great 



warmth, declaring himself called 
upon to support the honour of the 
House 357 

calls Lord Effingham to 



order, for making use of the epithet, 
tsrvUe majority ib. 

■ opposes the principle as 

well as provisions of the Chatham 
Family Annuity Bill 429 

^olton, Duke of, considers piany of 
the Duke of Richmond's molions 

" as exceedingly important 6y 

-— - moves for a state of the number 
and condition of the ships in ordi- 
nary to be laid before the House 68 

i passes ironical encomiums on the 
first Lord of the admiralty 69 

represents our navy as in a de- 
plorable condition 70 

observes, that the firft Lord of 

the admiralty had brought himself 
into a predicament by boasting too 
much 156 

— — moves for a state of the na^y un- 
der Lord Howe in America 247 

— — moves for the surveyor of the 
navy to be ordered to attend the 
House ib. 

wibhes, at this critical period, to 

convince the nation of tl^c true state 
of the navy 248 

. proceeds o^ the inquiry into the 

state of the nation 234 

— — takes a view of our military 
force 255 

• affirms that foreign powers know 

very well how to get at the state of 
our nation without watching the 
papers produced on the table 256 

•- — states his intended resolutions, 

which he Classes under three heads 

; ib. 

-- — considers the state of the line of 
Jbattle ships for the home defence 2 j 7 



Bolton, Duke of, gives an acconnt of tiie 
French and Spanish naval iorcc 238 

investigates the language of ad- 
ministration relative to the pre- 
snnied invincibility of cur nafy ^59 . 

-~— enters into a long detail of proofs 

— : — enumerates the various Krvices 
for which our fleets would be 
wanted, in case of a. war a6o 

highly censures the arrangement 

of the admiralty board ib. 

— — is very strong and pointed re- 
speding our frigates a6i 

points out the absurdity- and bad 

policy of using foreign tiniber ib. 

severely reprehends administra- 
tion for their condu^ towards their 
generals in America 26Z 

condemns Lord Sandwich for 

endeavouring to with-hoid necessary: 
papers fij^ the House 347 

states the annnal income of a 

certain hospital, and makes some 
observations thereon 348 

takes notice of Mr. Adunson's 

closet contract 349 

.— is satisfied, that the business of 
Greenwich Ho^ital is hr from 
being well conduced . 352 

objeAs to some parts of the re- 
cruiting bill 404 

censures the conduit of Lord 

Sandwich at the time of the French 
King*s declaration 42i 

enquires into the number of 

men that ought to be on board a 
74 gun ship 423 

' moves to defer the prorogation 

of Parliament 453 

Bristol, Earl of, begs, leave to give his 

sentiments at large ai2 

■ enters into the conduit: of the 

unhappy rebellion in the colonies 213 

considers the growth of that re- 
bellion as owing to the encourage- 
ment given to it at home ib. 

represents the Ameriezn war to 

have already cost us l^ millions 214 

states the expences incurred by 

the article of transports * 315 

is astonished at the very hmnble 

condition of our navy * ai6 

describes our defenceless state at 

home and abroad ib. 

reqajls to the remembrance of 

the House our former glories and 
viiftories 217 

— declares he has no oenne<5^ion9 
with either the inns or the outs ib; 

Bnttol, 
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B»8tol, Earl of, offers his service in any 

capacity without any emolument 

ai8 

- wishes to sec an alteration in. the 
present fatal conduA, and the most 
enormous waste of blood and trea- 
sure ib. 

• represents the state of the navy 231 

- liments the misapplication of the 
enormous suras granted for the navy 

266 

supports the charatfter of Lord 

Hawke at the cxpencc of Lord 
Sandwich 269 

■ ' reads a deplorable account of the 
seamen on board the ship Queen 270 

abhors the mode of ministers and 

their hirelings whispering away the 
charaAcrs of commanders ib. 

« says he cannot suffer the conci- 
liatory bills to pass without giving 
them his dissent 294 

■ assures, the House, that his bo- 
dily pains, great as they were, were 
not equal to those he felt for his 
country 416 

' arraigns the strange conduA of 

the first Lord of the admiralty 418 

. states the miserable condition of 

the navy 420 

gives a list of the navy in the 

year 1771 * 421 

thinks that there is little fear of 

a real invasion from France 422 

speaks in favour of prolonging 

the session 461 

replies to Lord Sandwich 464 

Brummell, Mr. private secretary to 
Lord North, csdled to the bar 309 

Camden, Lord, rises to support Lord 
Chatham's amendment to the pro- 
posed address » 50 * 

u ^ • m — takes a view of the impo- 
litic measiures pursued against the 
Americani 30 

shews that the Americans 



Camden, Lord, opposes the raising 
troops without the authority at 
Parliament 147 

' ridicules the idea ef minn* 

stcrial mock secrecy I73 

— — ^ shews the absurd blindness 
of the ministry to the condutft of 
the French court ib. 

insists that France meant 



were backward in setting up for 
* Independency 31 

■' con^id^rai the ministry as 

never wishing to accommodate 
matters with- America • 32 

— accommodatioB vras the mi- 
nisterial language, but they meant 
it only an unconditional submission 
ib. 
. . ■ considers the Americans as 
forced ioto a declaration of inde- 
pendency'by our own conduift ' 33 
. ■ M npposes it impossible that 
the Americans. ieaO:^place any con-> 
^dcDoe in the present ministry ib. 



from the beginning to take part 
with America 174 

• expresses his doubts of the 



navy being so formidable as the 
ministry would make ns believe ib. 
• thinks it very imprudoit to 



trust our defence to oar neeu alone 
enters into a consideration 



of what little dependan'ce we have 
on our militia ib. 

- rises to oppose the arguments 



of ^Lord Mansfield respet^ing sub- 
scriptions ^ 193 
' says many instances may be 



produced of the danger of forces 
being raised by individuals E94 
«— — — declares he suspeds tlie 
meaning of the subscriptions, -and 
the use of the regiments raised 195 
• professes himself an enemy 



to every thing that countenaiices 
non-resistance and passive obedience 

195 

— r — accuses the ministry of. 
with-holding the necessary infor- 
mations 223 

represents the " minbtry as 

attempting to strangle the enquiry 
in its birth 224 

says twenty-five millions, 

and twenty thousand lives have 
been lavished in the American war 

a25 
" ■ laments the fatal counsel 



that had brought this nation into 
its present alarming situation ib. 
considers the minister's 



dreams of conquest, revenue, &c. 
as totally at an end 226 

considers the proposition td , 



the minister, should a French war 
succeed, as a mockery of the nation 
227 
■ concurs in the sentiments of 



Lord Townshcnd concerning Ire- 
land -297 

s&ys, leave the trade of Jre. 

. land open, and that kingdom will 
increase in weakh and population 

-. .1.1 . V ..f . 298 

Camden 
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Camden, Lor<i, gtvfs his sentiments 
on tke conciliatory bills 298 

.. ; ■ Considers the inconsistency 

of those bills 299 

. says the sending out com- 

mtsuoners means nothing,' or worse 
tjian nothing 300 

represents the ministry as 



doing every thing too late, and 
taking advice when it can be of no 
use ^ 301 

insists on it, that America 



Chatham, Earl of, repreieDts tKe mi. 
nistrv as c6ntra<^ors for the sale and 
purchase of human blood' 9 

————— considers carnage, desola- 
tion and destru^on* as the newly 
adopted mode of war 10 

■ represents the plans of the 

present mmistry as founded in de» 
strudbion and disgrace ib. 

■ considers the present ' 



will never treat with the present 

miiostry ^ 302 

■ ' rises in support of the cha^ 

rader of the late Earl of Chatham 

431 
> is interrupted by the Chan- 



cellor, who was called to; order by 
dbe House 43a 

— ^ makes use of several strong 

reasons in support of the Chatham 
annuity bill 433 

-»— rises to explain thr business 

relative to a certaia proclamation 

mttJ^^ urges the necessity of con- 
tinuing the session 455 

Cardiff, Lord, condeoms the opinion 
dirown out in both Houses, that 
the Americans are cowards 88 

■ thinks vigorous and decisive 

measures arc become necessary for 
the minister to pursue 89 

Carmarthen, Marquis of, rises to de- 
fend the King's speech, and differs 
in opinion from Lord Chatham 26 

m fears there is too much rea- 

. son for every breast to feel our ca* 
lamitous situation 114 

considers the conciliatory 



bills as properly adapted to the in- 
tended purpose a86 

Chandos, Duke of, opposes the Chat- 
ham annuity bill 426 

^— is not averse to the princi- 
ples of the bill, only to the manner 
and time 427 

«»- complains of being very 

uncandidly treated 444 

Chatham, Earl of, considers it cus- 
fcmary for the King, not to lead 
Parliament, but to be guided by it 8 

^ takes a review of some par- 
ticular parts of the speech ib. 

— asks who has dared to tell 

the King that his affairs are in a 
prosperous condition ? 9 

considers the power of 



France, and the defeacclcss state o£ 
this natioQ &• 



ment as critical, and our situatioa 
perilous ii 

says the colonies should en- 



joy the preservation of their charters, 
and the right of taxing themselves ib. 
— — represents the Americans as 
a wise^ industrious^ and prudent 
people 1% 

* says he shall ever be for se- 



curing»the constitutiooal dependency 
of the colonies on this country ib. 
'^inatntains that thewai; car- 



rying on in America is minousy and 

totaBy impraifticable 13 

— — moves an amendment to the 

proposed address ib. 

replies to the Duke of 



Richmond on American indepen^ 
dence 47 

disclaims ever having em- 



ployed the savages, in arms, during 

the course of last war 49 

seconds the motion made 



by the Duke of Richmond, relative 
to an inquiry into the state of the 
nation 59 

' considers Gibraltar and Mi- 

norca as in a defenceless state ib. 



■■ says we shall never want 

men in a good cause 60 

■ represents the Americans as 



whigs in principles, and heroes in' 
condudl 61 

affirms that we have not 



above twenty ships of the line ac- 
tually fit for service ib. 
mentions what were his 



ideas of our navy when he v^as in 
office 62 

• makes some remarks on the 



King's speech at the opening of the 
session 71 

laments the fate of Gen. 



Burgoyne in the most pathetic 
terms 72 

considers the appearance of 

things as dreadful ib. 

■ represents the savages hav- 



ing been employed to ruin and de- 
6Ut>^ \]h& AmericaoA 73 
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Chatham, £^1 ef, compUliu of the 
present hateful system, of breaJuQ? 
all connexion, of eztioguishing sdl 
principle 73 

. condemns the contents of the 

speech in the bitterest terms of re^ 
proach ib. 

-! — bestows very high compliments 
upon Gen. Burgpyne ib. 

— ^)- imputes that general's defeat to 
want of wisdom in our councils, 
and want of ability in our ministers 
74 
*-— ^ contrasts the fune and renown 
we gained the last war, with the 
defeats and disgraces of the present 
ib. 
—^—recommends it to the ministry 
to lay aside the German bayonet, 
< and the Indian scalping-knife 75 
. recurs to the melancholy mo- 
mentous situation of public affairs ib. 
■ says Washington has proved 

himseu a much abler gpnem than 
Sir William Howe ib. 

represents our shameful condiidk 

in not listening to the American 
petitions 76 

. recommends measures of peace, 

instead of measures of blood ib. 
^- — moves, for copies of orders rela-. 
tive to the employing of Indian 
savages ^6 

i — •- reproaches Lord Gowcr with- 
petulance and malignant misrepre- 
sentation ib. 
— — calls upon Lord Amherst, to de- 
clare whether savages were em- 
ployed in the last war 98 
- — expresses his surprise at a mo* 
tion for adjournment, at a time 
when impending danger threatened 
the nation with ruin 109L 

. represents the ministry as the 

authorsof our approaching rain ib. 

. thinks that a reinonsjtrance ought 

to be carried to the throne uo 

considers, the King as deluded, 

and the nation as betrayed ib. 

dreads the event of this mad, 

unjust and cruel war i xi 

advises the embodj^ing. of the 

militia 11% 

•"-— contends that we have not, nor 
cannot procure any force. sufficient 
to subdue America ib. 

. says ministers have been in er- 
ror; experince has proved it; and 
jthki^ is wiorse^ they.coatiaue in it 
113 



Chatham, Earl oU trembles for lam 
country, and almost despairs of ever 
beins able to extricate ourselves 1x3 
— - uments his bodily infirmitiea^ 
preventing him properly attending 
the' House ^ 369 

treats with indignity the idea 

of yielding li^ the sovereignty of. 
America ib. 

.<— rejoices that the mve has not 
yet closed upon him, but that he is. 
still alive to lift up his voice £or the 
good of the empire ik. 

— declares he wara no war with 
men,, nor widies for any of tjaas. 
employments ib. 

considers any state as better than 

despair 370 

— ^ attempted to reply to the Dtdce 

of Richmond, but foil on his seat in 

a swoon, and was carried out of the 

House— ^« return to it no mort 374 

Chesterfield, Eari of, se^nda Lord 

Percy's motion for an address^. to 

the* King on his speech 5. 

-.— — passes high encomiums on our 

commanders in America, both b.yi . 

sea and land ib. 

Coventry, Earl of, fears our contests 

with America will be the ruin o£ 

this country & 

has long foreseen, that America 

would be independeof, and become 
the seat •f empire ib^ 
totally disapproves of our pre- 
sent coercive measures i-. 
reverts to the numerous difficul- 
ties we have to contend with. ib. 

refuses giving any concurrence 

to the further prosecution of this 

ruinous, mad and destructive war 8 

■■ considers what are the ^eat 

charaderistic marks o£. naaonal 

prosperity a^8 

-— — proceeds to consider the state of 

the nation imder several heads ib. 

— - considers it as on the decline in 

resped of population and riches ib. 

— — - represents the dignity of th« 

crown and the ease of we sovereign, 

as very unsettled 239 

.— — considers our natiooal charaSer, 

asjmuch decayed ib. 

— »• denies that we have any claims 

to unity at home ^40 

Creigbton, William, £sq» examined 

at the \ax 198 

states the loss of the merduuita 



.by ships takes 1^ the AmericaiM 
ib. 
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- Creigliton, William, .Esq. represents 
the defenceless state of the West- 
India islands 199 

— — again called to the bar, by the 

' desire of theDuke of Richmond 203 

gives some reasons for the high 

price of sugars ib. 

Davis, Mr. George, examined at the 
bar, by the desire of I^ord Sand- 
wich 203 

mL — . mentions some matters respeft- 
ing the whale and cod fisheries ib. 

Debates on the address to the King 
for his speech 5 

w^m^ on the Duke of Richmond's mo- 
tion for the weekly returns at the 
ports 52' 

, on the Duke of Richmond's mo- 
tion for a committee to inquire into 
the state of the nation 56 

on the Earl of Chatham's motion 

for Gen. Burgovne's instrudions 71 

on the Earl of Chatham's mo- 
tion relative to the Indians 95 

^ — on the bill for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus a<ft 102 

■ on the Earl of Abingdon's mo- 
tion relative to the American pri- 
soners 104 

• on the motion to adjourn 109 

on the Duke of Grafton's mo- 
tion for the answer sent to the 
commissioners in America " 138 

■ on Lord Abingdon's motion for 
summoning the judges 146 

on the Duke of Richmond's mo- 
tion for an account of the fleet in 
North America 152 

on ap^^ointing the chairman of 

the conmnttee on the state of the 
natron 160 

■ on the state of the nation 62 
i^ on the Earl of Abingdon's mo- 
tions respecting private aids 181 

— » — on the Duke of Richmond's re- 
solutions ao6 

. on Gen. Gates's leter to the Earl 

of Thanet 208 

on the Duke of Richmond's mo- 
tion respecting the army in Ame- 
rica 221 

.. on the Duke of Bedford's reso- 
lutions respecting the public ex- 
pcnces 232 

on the Duke of Bolton's motions 

rcspcdling the state of the navy 254 

-■^— on the second reading of the 
conciliatory bills 272 

— — on the third reading of the same 
a9i 



Debates on an inqiiiry into the tran- 
sport service 306 

on the King's iftessaee rclatitc 

to the treaty between France and 
America 314 

— on the Duke of Richmond's 
motion to withdraw the fleets and 
armks from America 326 

— on the Earl of Effingham's mo- 
tions relative to the state of Ac 
navy, the repairs, old stores, &c. 

340 
-> — on the Dnke of Richmond's 
motion for an address to the ICiqg, 
containing a recapitulation of the 
several facfts vribicn had come'^ht 
in the inquiry into the state of the 
nation* 358 

J on the lipuse-tax bill ' 374 

——on the state of the nation- re- 
sumed 376' 

on the Foley estate Mil - 403 

■ on the recruiting bill ' 404 

. on the bill to repeal ]>art of an 

ad respeding the Roman Cathoh'cs 

406 

on the papers respecting the 

Toulon squadron 408 

on the Earl of Chatham's an- 
nuity bill 426 

Denbigh, Earl of, calls Lord Chat- 
ham the grejCt oracle with the short 
memory icx> 

Derby, Earl of, begs to know why 
the troops made prisoners at Sara- 
toga were not returned to Eng- 
land ^ 425 

-— resumes the business relative to 
the Saratoga affair 447 

Dudley, Lord, opposes the reading of 
Lord Abingdon's motion respect- 
ing American prisoners 106 

considers France breaking with 

us an extraordinary supposition i49 

« says it is the custom of all conn- 
tries to keep the state of their navy 
as secret as possible 250 

says he can justify his conscience 

in voting for administration in 
American affairs 3^17 

■ moves for an adjournment 40* 

rises in defence of Lord Sand- 
wich, from the testimony of his 
own eyes 423 

Dunm^re, Earl of, asserts that he 
himself had been attacked by the 
Indians 100 

considers the Indian savages as 

a very harmless people ib. 

Dun- 
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Danmore,Earl of, endeayoun to shew, 
that the Americans exceed the In- 
dians in barbarity 103 

^ffineham, Earl of, accufes the House 
of being scrupulously pun^iliousin 
«omc matters, and very negligent in 
others ^ 106 

t considers the suspension of 

the Habeas Corpus a^ as injurious 
to freedom, and dangerous to the 
constitution * * 107 

• wishes for the inquiry into 



the legality of raising troops with- 
out the authority of Parliament 148 
■ moves for an account of 



transports employed in the Ameri- 
can business 158 
- accuses the ministry of en- 



deavouring to conceal their ill con- 

du& and inability from the people 

17a 

■ considers the conqnest of 

America as impra^icable, and the 

pursuit dangerous ib. 

• moves for certain Canada 



papers to be laid before the House 
' 204 

considers himself as the 



guardian of the hotiour of Sir Guy 
Carleton ib. 

again moves for copies of 



the letters of General Carleton, &c. 
208 
— moves for papers relative 
to the number, tonnage, &c. of the 
transports employed by the trea- 
sury 471 
shews there has been a 



scandalous mismanagement in the 
public finances 306 
accuses Ae treasury of as- 
suming an unprecedented power 

307 

' complains of the slovenly 

manner accounts were drawn up in 

ibi 

drawsa comparison between 

the sums expended by the navy- 
board, and the sums expended by 
the treasury 311 

■ ■ considers the transport bu- 

siness as a shameful and disgraceful 
job 3i» 

— thinks there are grounds, if 

not full proof, of a<ftual corruption 

.313 
— — makes a motion against pri- 
vate contrads for transports 314 
• begs to know if there was 



any proof wanting to shew the total 
in^pacity oi the mipi^try 3x7 



Effingham, Earl of, thinks ministers, 
who have ruined their country, 
o^ght to disclose the authors of 
those measures 317 

— — says Parliament has been 
dehidied, deceived, abused, and mis- 
led , 318 
■ points out the necessity of 
strengthening Canada 338 
laments the deplorable state 
of the West-India islands ib. 
■ calls for the warrants of 
conmiitment of Col. Allen 339 
' considers the public money 
as not having been more liberalfy 
voted than lavishly spent 340 
' makes several motions ib. 
recommends savings in 



every department of state as one of 
our surest and most substantial aids 
341 
■ highly censures the extra- 
vagance of the admiralty board un- 
der its present director 341 
— — compares our expenccs in 
former time? with the present 34» 
— says he can produce proofs. 



that the affairs of the navy always 
called for the inspeding eye of Par- 
liament ' ib. 
• laments that our expenccs 



arc every year considerably increas- 
ing 343 
enlarges on the constant re- 
pugnancy there was between the 
estimates of each year, and the ac- 
tual expenditure ib. 
— reads a list of the several 



sums which still lie in the hands of 
the respedive treasurers of the navy 

■ 344 
- states the number of ships 



broke up and sold, and the prices 
they were sold for : but receives n6 
ci;edit for their amount - ib. 

speaks on tlie expences of 

the ordinary of the navy 349 

ridicules the idle plwi of 



Lord Sandwich to conceal papers 
* 350 

i ■ declares the public have a 

right to know in what manner their 
money T^as spent 3^^ 

■ approves of the Earl of 

Derby's motion for an inquiry into 
the a^air bf Saratoga ' 448 

Enderby, Mr. Samuel, called to the 

bar and examined, agreeable to the 

motion of 'JLord Sandwich ao> 

Enderby, 
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£iMkrby» Mr. Sanmel, itstM the 
whale fidiary u more cmaideralile 
now than before the present con- 
tests %o% 

■ ^eaks to two other fishe- 
ries, one on the coast of Africa, an^ 
the other on the banks of New- 
foundland ih. 

Examination of Mr. Aldennan Wool- 
dridge, Mr. Long, Mr. Hake, Mr. 
Creighton, &c 196 

Sxaminatioo of Sir Richard Tem|>le, 
Mr. Bnimmel, Mr. Atkinson, and 
Mr. Heard 309 

Fauconberg, £arlof, considers it as 
unfair to inquire into Mr. Bur- 

• goyne's condu^ during his absence 

94 

Calloway, E. of, delivers his thoughts 
in writing 89 

— — i« strenuous in support of* 
coercive measures ib. 

Gates, General, a letter from him read 
in the Heuse by the Marquis of 
Rockingham 009 

Ooslin, George, Mr. examined ^t the 
bar, on the motion of Lord Sand- 
wich aoi 

■ states some matters relative 
to the capture and condemnation of 
ships ib. 

Gower, Earl, asserts that the Indian 
savages were employed in the last 
war • 49 

- accuses Lord Chatham of 

inconsistency 96 

■ ■ replies to the answer of that 
noble Lord, and considers himself 
as a plain man, used to plain argu- 
ments 97 

■ ■ opposes the reading of a 
lett^ from General Gates ao8 

-' »! ■ thinks it extremely improper 
to expose the state of the navy a66 

Grafton, Duke of, accuses the ministry 
of considering those as enemies to 
their country who do not approve 
their measures 2y 

» censures administration for 

not bringing the state of things 
fairly and openly to account a8 
• insists that the House has 



been imposed upon, deceived, and 
misled ib. 

considers the mlnister*s 



^eech as an insult on the under- 

staodikig and wisdom of the House 

ib. 

— — examines some particular 

psut$ of the speech 2.9 



GnafiflB^Dpkeo^ attrHmMt oof nr^ 
seat calamities to the want of ttftbr- 

mation 70 

■ ■■ ! ■ wishes for the copies of an 
answer written to a certain letter 

>— : mdvcs for some particnUr 

papen to be iaid before- toe House 

— — considers the present state 
of public affairs as extremely criti- 
cal and hazardous 139 

■ represents the Pariiament 
as held out as a screen £or had men 
and bad measures 141 

> ■ disclaims every idea of in- 

troducing jest and merriment in 
matters u the bst importance 179 

■ " trusts that the day^ of in- 

quiry and retribudon is not far off 
ib. 
-says the Sovereign is sur- 



rounded by bad men, and advised 
. by evil counsellors ib. 

• considers the throne as sur- 



rounded, not only by weak* but 
wicked men 180 

' foretells the approaching 

war with France ib. 

- complains of the concise 



method in which the ministry de- 
termine every thing azi 
- affirms that the courts of 



l^rance and Spain depend not for 
information upon the debates of 
that Hoilse ib. 

— — wishes the ministry would 
aA openly and candidly 22% 

- informs the House, that the 



court of France had a(%ually signed 
a treaty of conunerce with America 

' ' ■ " again enforces the idea of 
the truth that such a treaty had 
been signed 273 

■ " compares America, at a par- 

ticular period, to a generous steed, 
which requires gentle management 
30Z 
- considers the public as inti- 



mately concerned in the event of 
the present measures 335 

- represents the nation as too 



patient under the. various ills it suf- 
fers ib. 
- thinks there is not the most 



distant prospe(% of 8UCce8S<from any 

measures of the present ministry ib. 

— - looks upon a war with 

^iv;k<^^%&\&es'\\.^l<c 336 
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Grafton, Dube of, thinks nodting can 
be done without a total change of 
men and measures 337 

Hake, Mr. Abraham, called to and 
exanuned at the bar 298 

confirms the authentic manner 

in which the list of shipping was 

. kept at Lloyd's Cofifee'Jiouse ib. 

Heard, Mr. called to the bar of the 
House 311 

Hillsborough, Earl of, condders the 
personal attack made on him by the 
Duke of Richmond as very ill 
founded 279 

•»— — ^—asserts the supreme. power 

of the legislature over the colonies 

ibid. 

m, I blushes for the honour of 
his much-uijured country flSo 

King's speech on the opening of the 
fourth session of Parliament i 

-»—— address of the Lords in answer 
thereto j% 

— his reply thereto 51 

i» ' sends a message t<f the House 
dooceming the treaty between 
France and America 314 

M' ■ an address to, proposed by Lord 
Weymouth on the alrave event ib. 

** I sends a message to the House for 

. calling out the militia 326 

^n an address of thanks voted on 
that occasion ib. 

* sends- a message to the House, 
re^^dting a provision for his chil- 
dren 374 

/«— ^ the House votes an oddrpss to 

( . him on that occasion 374 

— - speech at the close of the session 

467 

Landaff,3isbpp of, advises the Duke 
ot Richmond to be sure that his 
censures are well founded 134 

iiongj Beeston* Esq. e](anuned at the 
bar 198 

—»- confirms the regukr -manner in 
which the register ot sh^ps was kept 
at Lloyd's Coffee-house ib. 

Ly ttelton. Lord, laments the fate of 
Oeneral Burgoyne, on whom he be^ 
stows the highest encomiums 77 

■ ' wishes rather to be account- 

ed a Tory than a modem Whig ib. 
recommends pursuing the 
same course we have hitherto trod 
in receding Ame];ica 78 

■■ enters fully into the great 

question of parlimestary supre- 
macy ib* 



LyttekflB, L«^ tsaecti that we 
deariy possess .the right of hinding 
America in all cases whatsoever 

79 

m , considers the present mea* 

sures as what ahnostevesy- Briton 

approves of ib. 

accuses Lord Chakham o£ 

employing the Indians in a ionner 

war 80 

-eomplains mnch of- letting 



our enemies know the real state ^ 
our forces 170 

— considers the resources of 

this nation as great, and their sp^ts 
correspondent to them 171 

defended adnoinistration ob 

the grounds of necessity 302 

■ considers the sute of public 

ajQBurs as very alarming and critical 

337 
■ supports the Chatham fa- 

mily annuity bill 437 

• represents our affairs in the 



West Indies as truly deplorable, and 
in the East no less precarious ib. 
' after giving this side of the 



piAure, he holds up the reverse 437 

I considers the threats of an 

invasion as a mere bugbear, 338 

Manchester, Duke of, charges Lord 
Cardiff with inconsistency 89 

- complains of the ministry 
with-holding every species of ne- 
cessary information 90 

. compares Gen. Borsoyne's 

blind efforts to penetrate through 
Canada, to the landnnark of tne 
Athenian generals towards Syra- 
cuse ^ ib. 

■ > reads a petition frooi Mr. 

Piatt, the American mercfaaat 104 
> opposes the ydjeununent of 



Parliament, as thinking the House 
mote proper than a closet 00 so cri^ 
tical a situation . 1x5 

■ > r speaks very fully on the 
subjed ot the militia - ib. 

> adverts to the impra^ca- 



bility of raising men for the service 
of the war 116 

I. concludes his speech -with 

lamenting the fate of Oenetml Bur- 
goyne ib. 
■I moves for an account of all 
the regiments newly raised . . 15'X 
> considers our miiidA as by 



no means on a respe&able footing 
170 
Manchcs- 
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. Maochester, Pake of,, approves^^ the 
motion of the Duke of Richmond, 
\ '.. iiat Gcntnd Gates's letter might 
. ' lie on the table aia 

^ ■■ ■ ' ■ opposes the present ministry 
. .having diredions oi a French war 

m . > ' considers the situatioo of 
^* this coontrj as precarious to the 

. last degree 316 

■■I moves for an amendment in 

* the address to the Kin^ ib. 

'ip— thinks that mmisters who 



. have plunged us in ruin ought not 

, ' to he trusted a moment loneer ^23 

Mansfield, Earl of, laments tnat the 

,. . spirit of altercation should prevail 

. in the House 189 

»-•-- recommends each party to 

pur^uc the most frank and candid 

line of conduA ib. 

-■ adverts to the observations 



made on the London Tavern adver- 
tisement ^190 
- considers the King, %y his 



prerogative, as empowered to levy 
men and raise money 191 

- considers what was tlie state 



Psyne; Edward,' Esq. conHniiV-IlM 
other witnesses had taid'rehtive 
to the losses by the Americaiitlrar 

Percy, Lord, moves for an addrln to 
his Majesty on his srcech- ' ' ' % 

-■. announces to the House &e 

birth of a princess 3 

■ passes the highest encomhmis 

on the humane, but firm and spi- 
rited speech ib. 
' hepcs the present measares 
will prove no Irss prosperous than 
they were wise and glorious to 
those who formed them ib. 

proposes the most humble and 

obedient terms for the address 4 

Peterborough, Bisliop of, considers the 
arguments of the ministers to tend 
to, that no time is proper for negtt^ 
tiatir.g with America $s 

. — i thinks our natural feelings, 

moderation, and hiunanity, shomd 
take place of resentment, persecu- 
tion, and "revenge 36 
• appears to have little hopes 



of benevolence in former times 192 

■■ declares he highly approves 

of the public-spirited subscriptions 

Marchmont, Earl of, contends that 
'the juilges are to be called upon 
ouly in two cases 150 

Olive, Gregory, Esq, exan:Iiicd at the 
^T>ar i$;9 

— ^ — proves the dan-uiges done to clic 
Newfoundlaud fishery ib. 

Onslow, Lord, is fcr pajisinjij tlie 
house-tax bill before the £u$ter re- 
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cess . 

Osborn, Lord, 
marthen. 

Oxford, Earl of, moves for an adjourn- 
ment of the House 1C4 

Oxford, Bishop of, observes that his 
brethren Jiave been suid to be 
cloathed in blood 31a 

■■ maintains that England is not 

vv'ithout her resources ib. 

»~ wishes their Lordships would 

retrench their luxuries; ht docs not 
mean in eating and drinking, but 
in something else ivt. 

Papers relative to the usage of Anic- 
rican prisoners in England 129 

Payne, Edwjird, Ebq, e;taiuiiii;d at the 
bar ;;co 



of success from the conciliatory 
biUs »S5 

. rip*6, as a friend to civil and 



religious liberty, in support of the 
Popery bill 406 

starts £omc judicious doubts 



of the coi> sequences of the above 
bill 407 

for proposing terms of re- 
conciliation with America 468 

Protest against tlic address to tht 
King on his speech 49 

against the conciliatory bills 304 

—— against the rejeAion of the ad- 
dress to his Majesty, moved for and 
formed by the Duke of Richmond 
403 

against the Chatham family an* 

nuity bill 447 

Radnor, Earl of, considers the First 
Lord of the Admiralty as treated 
with more resped than the husband 
of a former Queen of i^nglutld 35 1 

— — says this country was wrong 
in the outset, and continues obsti- 
nately to pursue the same impolicy 
and injustice 273 

I . ■ • iiisists we had no right to tax 
unrepi'c>ciiittl Anirtica ib«- 

■ shews* ^i ( eruf.lry, folly, injus- 

tice, and even iipl:j?;ious conduA 
of the miuistry 274 

Radnor, 
1 
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MifcoT, E«rl of, obtflrres that every 
degree ot preference is ghren to 
payyto aiid strangers %ys 

—V—— considers alMolute supremacy 

. and fld)9olute lulnnhsion, as tlie 
darling ohjc€t X)f the present minis- 
try ib. 

■ — eonsiders administration as be- 
come the objeds of pity even to 
their enemies ib. 

— ' considers the house-tax bill as 
full of obje^ionable matter 374 

— — — proposes a new gallery to be 
ereded over the lobby-door 4*5 

* rise* in Mipport of the Chat- 

ham funily annuity bill 436 

— — attacks the Duke of Chandos 

on the score of ceconemr ib. 

' ■ " declares, if the bill does not 

pasa, he will enter his proteft 437 

Ravensworth, Lord, cbnsiders the 

ftate of the nation to the laft degree 

' mehmcholy and alarming 318 

" notices in what a contemp- 

tuous manner the ministry had 
dared to treat the King's message 
316 

■ is astonished that the mi- 



nistry could so long sit silent and' 
hear their condud so severely ar- 
raigned 40Z 

I considers their silence as an 

acknowledgment of their guilt 402 

- ■■ ■ — speaks against the Chatham 
family annuity bill 435 

Kichmond, Duke of, sees little pro- 
sped of a happy issue from our 
present dangerous situation, 36 

I considers our freedom as 

men not on the most solid footmg 36 

... says these are not times for 

flattery, but for every tnan to speak 
freely 37 

• connders the navy as the 



national defence of Great Britain ib. 
> says the only end of all go- 



vernment is the mippiness of the 
whole community 38 

> rq>re8eiits all our evils as 



arising firom bad government at 
home ib. 

I I shews that all our forces in 

America have been able to effed no 
single matter of consequence 39 ' 
> takes a cursory view of the 



curious operations of three cam- 
paigns ib. 
■ foretells great dtsattenfrem 
^c Canada cxpeditioa 4^ 



RichmflOid, Duke of, say*, thait at d^ 
end of every campaign we find 6nr» 
selves in a worse state than at tbi^ 
begini^g 41 

" ' considers our ntuation be- 

coming precarious, while the Ame^ 
rican government acquires contii^ 
tency ibu 

accuses administration m 



destitude of all feeling and huma* 

nity ik. 

' censures the inhumanity oC 

arming the Negro daves 4* 

> mentions instances of cru- 



elty in the British soldiery in Ame^ 

rica 43 

— ' feels for the honour of h» 

country as a soldier ib. 

• thinks we cannot too 1 



put a stop to such American car* 
nages 44 

- takes a view of our situai- 

tions at home and abj^ad 4^ 

— — represents our finances as in 
a very critical state ib. 

:- alludes to a passage in the 

King's speech 46 

considers the disposition of 

Parliament as precarious and un- 
certain ib. 

' ' conwders the dependency 

of America as lost for ever ib. 

■ wishes, at any rate, to stop 

so unjust a civil war 47 

> moves for the weekly re- 



turns at the ports to be laid before . 
the House 59 

enters on an altercatioh 



with Lord Sandwich on the sute of 

the navy ^ 53 

— — gives notice of his intended 

nation for an inquiry into the state 

of the nation ^ vjT 

■ proceeds on ^at inquiry ib. 

— — says the civil war raM 

with uncommon violence, and Eat 

rent the qEnpire asunder 56 

confines his inquiry into um 

nature of the present war, and the 
I of ending it 57 

- declares he ha9 no intention 



of asking for any improper or di^ 
gerOus information ih, 

makes several motions. 



which are strenuously opposed br' 
the Earl of Sandwich 58 

— *— attacks Lord Sandwich on 
his assertion itlativp to topemuh' 
Bicrarymen 66 

li 
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SUchmond, Duke of, moves for oypiet 

of the ixionthlyreturas from Cibral- 

tar and Minorca i1^. 

p . moves for an account of the 

"optional debt ' 71 

^r speaks particularly to the 

,.. "affairs of the surprise of Gen. Stan- 

^Ixope ' 

i t recommends it to adminis- 

tration to pot an end to the present 

," ruinous war 94 

f!— ^ considers tjie defeat of Ge^ 

^. serai Burgoyne as a calamity not of 
*. 'the common sort ib. 

g " shews the cursed efieds of 

. associating christians with savages 

* ;. ^^ 

■ ■ " thinks the army under Ge- 

neral Howe should be recalled ib. 

{ ' •'•'• ' considcn? the employing the 
savages as the cause of Gen. Bur- 
goyne*s defeat 94 

»' states the diiFerent aspeft of 

thin|;s in the present, with a late 
admmistratlon ib. 

r ^ ' ■ desires that the Habeas 
.Corpus ad might be read lo:^ 

■ i considers the nature and 

. fOB8e<][ueoces of suspending that ad 
ibid. 

■ ' gives the history of one 
'Mr. Piatt, a merchant of Georgia 

ibid. 
-» attacks Lord Suffolk on va- 
rious points 120 

rr-^ — r arraigns the inability of the 

. cabinet council, they not hiiving 

bne miUrary man amon^ them ib. 

f _ - inquires of the the ministry 

. on what grounds they can hope 

i^uccessfylly to treat with ximerica 

121 

considers what advice is 



linost worthy the attention of the 
throne ibid. 

f « is very severe upon the bom- 

hast prpmises of :i noble Eirl laz 
' says the fate of Mr. Bur- 



goype evinces the folly of attempt- 
ing to ponqucr America taj 
P-- complains of the proper pa^ 
pers not being laid before the 
fiouse, according to the address fdr 
the saifie 133 
considers the contempt 



shewn to the House as very extra- 
ordinary 134 
jBg. . .J — complains of the defedivcr 
^ess d£ papers laid})efoi:|Q ^e Uouse 



Richmond, Duke pf, mpyt9 for armv 
accounts to Y>e laid htiote the How 

- agrees with the Doke 'of 



Grafton, that this is a serious mo- 
ment for Great Britain 149 

■» ■ insists thati diiring the at- 

ting of Parliament, the proper place 
for the judges was on the wool-* 
sacks 150 

■■ ■ I . maintains that the judges 
form a part of the House 151 

- complains of son^e papers 



produced, previous to the inquiry 
mto the state of the nation ijx 

— — complains cf no returns bet- 
ing made of the killed, woimdcd, 
ana missin? 154 

— — mdtcs a motion for naval 

accounts to be produced ib, 

• ^-. makes a motion for an ac- 
count of the quantity of foreign oak 
timber brought into the several 
dock-yards 15^ 

■ declares he xneans not, by 

any motion, to disclose the weak- 
ness of the nation 157 

— ~—— makes a' solemn appeal to 
the House, whether the public af- 
fairs were not in a most perUous an4 
alarming state 159 

considers the papers brought 
of the r' 



for the inspedlion 
very irapcrred 



House as 

160 

proceeds on the inquiry into 

the state of the nation x6^ 

enters first on the state dF 



the military defence within these 

kingdoms 163 

' considers the impradicabi-. 

lity of American conquest, and the 

weak state of our internal defence 

164 

explains to the House his 

particular plan 165 
enters into a detail of the 

army now in Great Britain ib. 
acknowledges the utility of 

militia 166 

• takes a view of the state of 



the garrisons of Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca, and of the army in Ireland 
ibid: 
takes a general view of the 



state of the military, both voted'for 
. home defence and elsewhere 167 
makes a motion, drawn from 

yarious conclusions ib. 



1 k D E k. 



KieKnmod, l>okt oi^ iianks that too 
■much confideiice has been already 
giTeir to the aflurauceft of the mi- 
nistry iy% 

— * defires Mr. Alderman Wool- 

dridge might be called to the' bar 
.196 

* ■ ■ ' ' makes several motions in 



consequence of the evidence given 
at the bar 104 

■ ' ■ ■ expresses his surprise at 
Lord Sandwich's declaration, that 
the wa): was advantageous to Eng- 
land ib. 
J n^oves for Gereral Gates's 
letter to lie vpon the table aio 
condders that letter 



highly worthy the attention of thd 
House 211 

- declares that the Americans 



win never make peace with the 
present administration 21% 

■ proceeds on the further in- 



quiry into the state of the nation 
' <• ' moves for several resolu- 
tions 228 
considers the state, in con- 
sequence of the war, aft almost a 
bankrupt 232 
— — enters into an investigation 
of the expences of the American 
war ib. 
> considers the weakness of 



the nation known to every one but 
the House 236 

' accuses the ministry of sti- 

iUng eterv inquirv, fearing theit 
own guilt should be thereby 
brought to light ib. 

• says he had splent blood and 



money, not barely to no purpose, 
but to the worst purposes 237 

> moves sevem resolutions, 



«il which are severally negatived 
' says ParHament widies to 



i|iqttire into the. state of the navy, 
but the ministry are determineid 
dxey shall not 249 

■■ s^crcly censures the con- 

4u(% of the first Lord of the Admi« 
falty 266 

> calls upon die ministry to 



C!^Iain to the House the reason of 

then: silence 276 

■ thinks the Americans can 



place n6 confidence in^ those who* 
have loaded them wjth^cruelty and 
ib. 



Rlchmoiid, Ibnke o^ reaiU thedecl**^ 
r'atiofh of the American inde|ien- 
dence by the Congress 277 

——shews the unconstitutional 
use that had been made of the 
King's name ib« 

• says the King haft lost ^het 

affe^ons of his American subje^ 
by the insolent and perfidiotis lan^ 
guage of minivers 278 

recommends to withdraw 
the troops from America U^' 

■ ' considers it as certainly the 

interest of both countries to live on 
terms of amity 47^ 

--: compliments the Duke of 

Gordon on his manly ^rit 303 
■ expresses his astonishment 

at the silence of the ministry 320 
- thinks there is not even the 



most distant |jrospe6b of recovering 
America iU 

draws a eomparative ynew 

of the state of our navy and army 
with those they will have to op- 
pose lb. 

{)rope8e8 giving the Amen* 

cans independence 32X 

— censures the lariguaffc - of 
those Who blame our generals and 
commanders in America lb. 

• he reads the King's mes« 



sage, and treats it as that of the mi- 
nister Ibi 

" resumes the inquiry into die 

state of the natioh, and enomeffttes 
the advantages already derive 
from that inquiry 326 

is happy in ^Iftdkifr our mi- 
litary forces strengthened 327 
cdnsiderft the French and 



American treaty as a defensive one 
328 
- comes to a consideration at 



what was proper to be done at the 

present critical crisis Ib. 

points out what should be 

done ib. 

• complains of the want of 

frigates 329 

-considers the difficulty of 

procuring seamen lb; 

' laments that all the boitst- 



ings of the first Lord of the Adiniw 
raky are come to nothing " ^ J^ 

thinks that the silence of 

ministers is extremely culpable ' ib; 

-^ — '■ tnms his argumenf "^Qpon 

¥rhat confidence the xajfostrj mr« 
enxitLed 10 •vvk 
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IMcbmond, Duke of, co^ivders qne bat- 
, tie lost to the French as fatal to this 
. kiiigdom" 333 

;■- . censures the condu(5l of Lord 

Saxadwich for opposing measures of 
, inquiry SS3 

^» ■ ' r e^s to the general charges 
-i- . , made against the propriety of par- 
liamentary inquiries 354 
yf ■■ arraigns administration in 
general, and the first Lord of the 
AdmiraJty in particular 356 
• says the populace would 



lUchnDipqd, DQke'«(;^repIkDit jB.Zoitf 
Shelburne*s sjpte<Ji ^96* 

* IV ' ■ ■ tfiews the impnAioUMitty . 
of conquering America 397 

■ ■ declares that no iiMBi in itf 

senses caa t)unk of going t^snur in 
our present circunbtances . 398^ 
- considjcrs the oosxhuft oiwfi 



rise and tear the noble Lord, as the 
Dutch did De Witts, limb from 
limb ib. 

^1 proceeds on the inquiry into 

the state of the nation 35 8 

i— — — conaders it as the objed of 
government to enslave America ib. 
-says that the ads of mad- 



men create admiration, as well as 
the a&s of the sensible 359 

-considers the present inquiry 



asoffingular service to the nation 
360 
■ ■■ reminds the House, that the 
•war had already cost them twenty- 
four jnillions ib. 
reads to the House his pro- 
posed address to his Majesty 361 
- states the number of land 



forces in North America at differ- 
ent periods 362 
—— ! — computes the loss of men by 
. death, desertion, or otherwise 363 
■ loss in the navy ib. 
• states the remains of the ar- 



^my, and how many wanting to re- 
cruit it. ib. 
• gives the value of the ships 



taken, and the loss sustained by the 
African company 364 

-answersLord Viscount Wey- 



mouth's obie(5lious to his propQsed 

address to the King 370 

■>■«-. differs in opinion from Lord 

Chatham 37a 

- takes a view of our situation 



during that nobleman's administra- 
f tion ib. 

>.■ 1 . considers it as totally im- 
I pradiccible to preserve the dcpen- 
i dency. of America ^ 373 

^.i proposes to adjourn the 

^ House on tne indisposition of the 
f Earl of Chatham 374 

• informs the House of the 



state of Lord Chatham's health 376 



ministry for some time paak n tend- 
ing to enslave America 599 
- is against employing lorsiga 



generals in our armies, while we 
have good ones of our 6wii -400 

-: *- moves for the third leading 

of the Foley bill .40» 

• moyes for copies ef all p»> 



pers relative to the accounts re* 
ceived of the Toulon fleet 4^5 

■■ proceeds on the examina- 
tion of the Toulon papers 408 

censures tne Admiralty 

bench for making ao mse cf the in- 
formations they receive . 409 

exposes strange condud in 

the managers of our naval iorces 

410 

■ accuses Lord Sandwich of 

vain and deceitful boastings 41 x 

— makes a motion req9e<%ing 



the ministry's knowledge of the 
sailing of the Toulon fleet 412 

■ ' replies to the answer of 
Lord Sandwich 415 

■ says he feels sincerely for 
the noble Lord at the head of the 
admiralty 423 

■ advises their Lordships to 
look forward to their own safety 424 

• moves some resolutions re« 



speding the Toulon fleet and our 
own navy ib. 

Rockingham, Marquis of, rises to take 
notice of the criminal ignorance of 
the first Lord of the Acknijralty 65 

■ considers our trade as m*- 

terially hurt by the inability of. the 
ministry ibu 

reads a letter from General 

Gates, conununicated by the Earl 
of Thanet 209 

- declares himself desirous of 



attending to General Gates's propo- 
sition for an acconmiodation ^zi 
— — - considers the conciliatory 
bills as inadequate, and must prove 
incffe^ual - 293 

accuses the ministry of en- 



deavouring to throw the odium of 
their crimes u^n the King 294 
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ItockiAgkam, Marquis of, represents 
the country j^rentlemen as disap- 
pointed acd duped by the ministry 
294 
»m attacks the invi&cibl&obstiimcy 
of the ministry, and the non-effe& 
of the conciliatory bills 319 

— •— dompntes the several sums bor- 
. rowed for the three last years $20 
— — asserts that the French court 
.' laughs at the present ministry ib. 
— — *» represents our settlements as 
very badly protected 334 

■■■ is very severe on Lord Sandwich 
. for his afledtcd secrecy ib. 

— speaks in defence of the popery 
bill ' 407 

Sandwich, Earl of, pays great com- 
pliments to the abilities of the Earl 
of Chatham 13 

■ but cannot allow him to be right 
inonesingle part of his argument 1 4 

■ considers oratory as one thing ; 
truth, reason, and conviiflion, as 
another ib. 

• undertakes to rc^ify, in the 

opinion of the House, the mistaken 
notions of Lord Chatham ib. 

— enters into a defence of the state 
, of the navy ib. 

■ states the present force of our 
navy, and represents it as formid- 
able 15 

" ' represents our naval force as su- 
perior to any thing the French can 
..mufter 16 

p"-^ alludes to Admiral Keppel as 
ready to st^d forth as the cham- 
pioD of the navy ib. 

1*—— considers the nation as secure in 
the fr.endship of Portugal ib. 

* " t insists that our naval force is 
more than a match for the whole 
House of Bourbon 1 7 

i»— should consider himself as inex- 
cusable, should, at any time, the 
navy of the House of Bourbon be 
snperior to the Briti^ ib. 

— ^— - considers the amendments of 
Lord Chatham -^r extravagant and 
disgraceful 17 

»■■' compliments himself on the op- 
. portunity of setting Lord Chatham 
• right 18 

A— ^ considers it as a misfortune that 
we have been too lenient in Ame- 
rican measurci ib. 
.— ^«ays that he shall be ready to 
sacrifice his own personal chancer 
. covpopular opinion, when necessary 

5* 



Sandwick; £«rl o^ ntiittH'ikak orir 
navy is sufficiently p6werfiil to 

&ignten any power 5» 

i eaters into an altercation witS^ 

the Duke of lUdmiond on the ftate 
of the navy 54 

--»— rises in great wamiA, and dcr 
dares he is an honest mah^ siild wiS 
not be brow-beaten - - 6» 

— repeats, that our navy wzsifoSHf 
adequate to the whole fc»-ce <tf the 
House of Bourbon -*- 63 

— • says he shall take care to be^Ji*- 
pared for any thing ib& House of 
Bourbon can do - 64 

— explains the use of supemiantrarf 
men on bo^d the fleets. - -^ 

•— — asserts that the force of our ttavy 
ought to be concealed from the 
enemy 6S 

— considers the powarof theFtco^ 
navy as apparent only on paper 60 

— rises once more to justiiy himseu 

-70 

— considers the affair of Mr. Piatt 
as diiFerent from that related by the 
Duke of Richmond * 403 

— says he shall oppose every ino- 
tion which may ei^ose our weak- 
ness ij6 

-— pays several ironical compli^ 
ments to Lord Camden 176 

— — doubted not but foreign powers 
had their emiiisaries in that House 
t7Z 



— -— ridicules a learned Lord^s ( 
tions of an invasion from Calais- r77 

— answers some observations node 
on the state of the militia 178 

■ confidently asserts, that the pre- 
sent ministry are not unpcmular f $t 
— — says he all along dreaded t3ie iiv* 
quiry into the state of the nation 

— — considers the present war as ad- 
vantageous to the country, though 
he wishes to see an end to it to« 

states the impossibility of em* 

ploying men of war in the businesi 
of transports 2x8 

■■■ says we never had a navy op n 
more respe^able footing than the 
present %i^ 

— — afiirms he is better acquainted 
with, and has been longer in ~faj| 
ofiice, than any other nobleman ib. 

— enters into a dispute with the 
Earl of Bristol concerning what arp 
line-of-batde shipt W 
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ftindwich) Kittl Oil QppDsctf the no- 
tion for the sunreyor of the nary to 
attend the House ^48 

■s ohsenresy that in every country 

d&ere were ships t^n fafer, which 
were not fi fir service I49 

»-— endeavours to remove some cen- 
tf^re$ thrown on him, and passes an 
culogiom on his own . administra- 
tion 263 

m*^^.^ inters into a long detail relative 
to the East-India Company, the 
ituqnhy of shins husbands, &c ^64 

— — confesses titat the trade h^ suf- 
fered, but says that inconvenience 
' coola not be remedied 2165 

*■ ■ states the great care he has taken 

to rettore the splendour of the navy 

»68 

— .r^ endeavours to defend the con- 
duA of the treasury 313 

—:*— replies to the Duke of Richmond 

vOli the subjed of impressing seamen 

330 

— F— acknowledges there was a very 
great scarcity of men 33' 

•—4- thinks it very imprudent to tell 
Prance where the kingdom was least 
defended lb. 

^- — heartily wishes the inquiry into 
the state of the nation had never 
been begun 345 

. endeavours to remove the charges 

laid against him by the Earl of Ef- 
fingham 346 

. complains much of the unfair 

pra dice of going into matter f oreig n 
to the subjedl in debate 350 

■ • excuses himself from meaning to 
throw the least refledlion upon 
Lord Hawke ib. 

adverts to the charge against the 

dire<$fcorsof Greenwich Hospital 351 

defends a noble Lord against the 

charg^e of a closet contraft '^$% 

' * attempts a reply to the Duke of 
Richmond 412 

— — vindicates himself against the 
misrepresentations of the Earl of 
Bristol 463 

Scarsdale, Lord, proposed by admini- 
stration as chairman of the com- 
ftiitt^ee for inquiring into the state 
of the nation 160 

Shclburhe, Lordj beholds the condudk 
of administration with astonishment 

cohjfders liOrd Sandwich's ac- 
count oi the nav^" as grossly crto- 



Shcibnme, Lora, aetinfles sdBSfiniflm* 
tion of endeavouring to force every 
thing: upon both Houses without 
inquiry %0 

— >- quotes a very angular circwn- 
stance respeding- Prince George of 
Denmark az 

dbubts the asserttont •£ Lord 

Sandwich respeifting Admiral Kep- 
pel ibp 

takes a view of the unpromising 

state of a£Fairs respedtng our force* 
in North America %% 

conaders the war in America ai 

governed on little narrow princi^s 

extols Gen. Carleton at the ex- 
pence of administration . ■ ^ZS 

ridicules the fofly of a certain 

minister, who conquers all America 
in his closet .ib» 

expresses his hearty concurrence 

in the amendment to the. addjKss 
proposed by Lord Chatham &4 

-^ — attacks the Earl of Suffolk for 
wishing to put off the inquiry into 
the cause of Gen. Bui^goyae's de- 
feat ^ 83 

— : — considers ministers as account- 
able to the public for whatever 
blunders may occasion national mis- 
carriages 84 

represents the fate of Mr. Bur- 

goyne as of a most alarming nature 
ib. 

compares the Pall-mall planners 

of the Canada expedition to the 
Lapland witches ib. 

thinks the instruAions given to 

Gen. Burgoyne shoiild be laid be- 
fore the House Ss 

considers Gen. Carleton's only 

crime with administration, was his 
Hot approving of employing savagca 

ib. 

■ produces a variety of circum* 

stances to shew the inability, per- 
verseness, and absurdity of the mi- 
nistry ib* 

considers the present measures as 

those of administration, and not of 
either Parliament or people 86^ 

- draws a piifture or the majority 
of the Lower House 87 

declares his semimentfi relative 

t® the dependency of America oa 
this couniiy ib. 

'^ — speaks in commendation of CJen. 
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:8helbarae. Lord* "but blames admioi- 
■4tfz'd<»k in- ^entnisting a foreigDer 
Wtth so iknportiint a command 95 

.■ — rises in defence of Lord 

Chatham in the dispute about em- 
}>loying American savages 98 

■ reprehends in the strongest 

• terms, Lord Suffolk, as guiky of 
presumption 124 

- considers the present admi- 



nistration as composed of weak and 
^wicked men ib. 

>■ ■■ . " , enters into a view of the 
absurd conduct of the war 125 

> ' thinks the public have a 



right to demand the execution of 
the author of their ruin -ib. 

- gives a very material reason 



why parliament should not be ad- 
journed 126 
■ states the deplorable con- 
dition of our arms in America ib. 
thinks it vain to imagine 



tkttt America will ever treat with 
the present ministry 127 

considers the liberty of a 



free people lost, when the poorest 

is not suffered tO' demand redress 

a8i 

■ represents the raising troops 

without the authority of parliament 
as new and unconstitutional 149 

.1 cannot conceive that the at- 

tendance for the judges for one day 
could he any inconvenience ib. 
- says he shall never go to 



Westminster-Hall to inquire whe- 

jtlier the constitution is in danger 

150 

■. . . considers the conciliatory 

tills in two points of view 187 

■ says he nerer will consent 



that America shall be independent 

■ of this country ib. 

■ * ■ reprobates treaties of com- 

merce as the most ridiculous things 
in the vtwrld 288 

'■ considers thefleutishingstate 

of Furope under an usurper ib. 

.— represents the government 

under Oliver Cromwell as condu(^- 

- ed on principles of justice, and not 

of corruption 289 

■ ■ ■■» ' ' • — e3q)ire88C8 tiie utmost aver- 
sion to every idea of American in- 
' dependency ib. 

. ■■' ■ ■ ' — ridicules the hop^ of gain- 
*ing any thing from Ancrica by 
jCOtTHaarciai ^^Sapcct ih. 



Shelbume, Lord, considers the treat/ 
signed by France; and Aooerica as 
containing nothing alarming to 
England 289 

f — represents peace at aay rate 
preferable to war 290 

^ says the stay of the troop» 

in Philadelphia would oakf end in 

starvation, captivity or defeat ayz 

' ' Considers the condliatory 

bills in point of efie^ . sbL 

represents them as insincere 

and insidious ib. : 

— -< condenms the shamefiil sub* 

serviency of Parliament ib. 

- dra^s a pi(%ure of the mini- 



ster should his American plana hj 

■ chance succeed ■ 29a 

makes several aniaadwr- 



sions on ministers, whom he repre- 
sents as the tools of their secret efn«« 
ploycrs • - ib. 

■ consider I a French- var as 
unavoidable ^3 

. reconmiends every ;»os8U>le 



means of supporting the -'edit of 
the bank 3%4 

throws out someaf ceeding-. 



severe remarks on a grealaw Lord 

is for pursuing tfi plan of 

war at all events 3^S 

. recommends tclop those 

drones of society, the hurch be- 
nefices, the possessors cwhich live 
a life of idleness and i^tility 325 

I. declares he \^ no enemy 

to peace, if it coulc^e procured 
witn honour ib. 

. complimen ^"^ Lords on 



their attention to^o^^d Chatham's 
indisposition , 376 

gives a *rt!cular- account 



of his own sei^'^^^ts respeding 
America - c ,. , ^'77 

' is hap '." nndmg his opi- 



nion to agre*v'th that of Lord 
Chatham ib. 

. nier°8 the vanous means 



that have ,^. "s^ ^ n»kfi him 
change his'^^o'i 37^ 

^.^ citrates some of the mis- 
fortunes -fi^^^ ^^i should Amc' 
rica be a^^f ^ "ij^cpe°<lence 379 

___ jiiders the nation ashi^h<- 
ly indef^ ^^ ^ Puke of Rich- 
n^ond /?^s inquiry ^80 

^uiks we have still means 



left, VjS^ i^ Cannot point them 
wit ib« 
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J Lord, Rfers to the general 
E of popidatioii and opulency 

381 

. says the monied men hare no 

coafidence m the present Adminis- 
cration 38Z 

I considers the French nation as 

more de^generated than ours ih. 

■ represents the present minis- 

-fxj as haring been the ruin as wcH 

atdisj^race of this country ib. 

. points otit what he thinks 

ought to have been done 383 

— says the worst state a nation 
can possibly &11 into is that of de- 
cpondenc^L ib. 

I thinks we now felt the effeds 

of the worst species of bad govem- 
went 38J 

»> insists there is money in the 
xatxon,bttt that a spirit of distrust 
fievails ib. 

■I ■ ' says that great things may be 

- ioOi by opulent and spirited indi- 
^di^s ib. 

■■ xhews whatcrer one man is 

capabt of doing 386 

^ Averts to die state of Holland 

in- the i^lcbrated year 176Z ib. 

Oiiuders it in some measure 

as a sktch of our own times 387 

-! ^presents our ministers, if 

they dej-rvc that name, as in a state 
of stupe^dion 388 

■ paiits administration in very 

unplcasinjj colours ib. 

rept^ents the ministers of 



France as tnore able and careful 
than ours 389 

— : advises his Majesty to try 

what can be done with the Whigs 

— — insists tW France knows the 
situ>i*ion of out navy and army as 
well i.o <?>urselves 391 

onsiders the House of Lords 



as much the representatives of the 
people as the Commons 39a 

- is cf opinion that the Lords 



have a right to alter^ amend, or re- 
jcdl a moiicy-bili 393 

- considers our present situation 



as a full proof of the wickedness and 
imbecility of adn'.juistration 5b. 

"— — gives up all hopes of any suc- 
cess from the American commis- 
sioners 394 

■ points out the proper mode of 

treating with America 395 



Shelbume, Lord, is ready it aO timev 
to give hit advice firedy i''l9^ 

coDdnlet thpT Okft vvno 

ftopeir of sacoess ttaitft^ tfte'^redaoa 
of the present admxnntratioB ib. 

■ represents the French as vul- 

nerable in the West Indies 4C0 
■ passes high encomiiims on 
Prince Ferdinand 401 

■ declares no good can be cx^ 
pe Aed from the present set of men 
m office ih. 

• moves that the House do at*- 



tend the funeral of Lord Chatham 
40s 

— speaks in rapport of the Po- 
pery bill 407 

• rises in support of the cIhk 

rader of the late £arl of Chatham 

. ^^ 

" '■ otters into aeiFeru 8tn<ftiires 

on the condu^ and icptimcnta of a 

noble Duke 445 
" — replies to the I>nke of Chan* 

dos - 445 
speaks in favour of coiitinaing> 

the session 458 

Shoolbred, J<^,Esq. examined at die 

bar zoo 

asserts that the African 

trade had materially suffered by the 
American war ib. 

Suffolk, Earl of, opposes the amend* 
ment made by Lord Chatham to 
the address 24 

— considers Lord Chatham as ex- 
ceedingly mistaken in every thing 
he advances relative to America ib. 

represents that noble Earl as 

having charged administration with 
heinous crimes 45 

endeavouring to set Lord Shel- 

bume right in some supposed mis- 
take ib. 

considers the advantage of em- 
ploying foreigners a6 

— thinks the complying with the 
measures of the Crown as the most 
ratiooal conduA ib. 

«; says, that had not the Indians 

been employed by us, they would 
have been employed against us 48 

— contends that a general report 
was not sufficient to groimd a par- 
liamentary inquiry upon 81 

— wishes to postpone the inquiry 
into General Burgoyne's defeat till a 
niore proper opportunity ib. 

-^ supports the measure of eo^loy- 
ing the ^avag^ Z% 
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Suff^ Eyl of, amies in favour of the 
sospauion of me Habeas Corpus 
ad 103 , 

•■ promises to lay before the House 
papers requisite for the intended in- 
quiry into the state of the nation 
108 

■ ■■ says, whatever measures he sup- 
ported or advised were always for 

. his country's good 117 

■ is certain that the people saw 
the necessity of the measures pur- 
sued by the ministry ib. 

— — desires his condud to be in- 
quired into, as fairly and openly as 
he adb ib. 

— considers the spirit of loyalty and 
sound patriotism as not yet extin- 
guished 118 

says they retire to deliberate, not 

to, feast ; to weigh materially fu- 
ture measures, not to feast 119 

treats with the utmost contempt 

the coiidu& of a vagrant Congress 
ibid. 

— acknowledges that the present 
is a most unhappy and calamitous 
war ^ ^ 141 

— — * thinks there is great impolicy in 
exposing the weakness of eur home 
defence 167 

■ considers the navy, and not the 
army, as our principal and surest 
defence 168 

represents our navy as in a very 

flourishing state ib. 

■ ' ■ ■ thinks there is no particular rea- 

son to believe that foreign powers 
will break with us 169 

■ considers the royal prerogative 
as varying with the times 188 

— laments that the weakness of the 
nation is publicly exposed 007 

, i obj edis to General Gates*s letter 
being permitted to lie ~ upon the 
table 2TO 

— — considers that letter as full of in- 
vedives against the present admi- 
nistration 21 z 

— opposes the motions of the Duke 
of Richmond 235 

' considers Great Britain as by no 
means contemptible in the eyes of 
foreigners * 240 

— says, Captain Allen had been 
most mercifully treated, instead of 
being hanged as a rebel 254 

— endeavours to clear himself of a 
charge of inconsistency 281 

Vol. IX. 



Suffolk, £arlo£^ represents the Ame- 
ricans as in a state of distress 2S4 
Talbot, Earl, takes partin»the debate 
about appointing a chairman to the 
committee on the state of the nation 
16^ 
Temple, Earl, expresses his highest 
indignation at the conciliatory bills 
282 

■ considers those bills as carry- 
ing with them certain ruin to this 
country ^ 283 

i believes that America had 

aimed at independency from the . 
beginning ib. 

■ condemns the inconsistency of 
administration 284 

Temple, Sir Richard, a commissioner 
of the navy, undergoes a long ex- 
amination at the bar of the House 
308 

Thanet, Earl of, holds out a letter, 
which he declared he received from 
Gen. Gates aoS 

Townshend, Lord, declares he never 
employed the savages, in arms, in 
the army in America 49 

replies to Lord Chatham, 
relative to the state of Gibraltar, 
and the employing of savages in 
America 64 

Townshend, Lord, repL'es to the Duke 
of Manchester, respe<5ting a simile 
he drew 90 

speaks highly in favour of 

Gen. Haldimand 91 

represents Gen. Howe as 
encamped in a most advantageous 
situation ib. 

I oppqses the reading of a let- 
ter from Gen. Gates 208 



considers the conciliatory 
bills as a melancholy and degrading 
subjed 295 

asserts that the war was not 

occasioned by the ministry ib. 



-conceives, from the opinions 
of ^eat lawyers, that we nave a 
right to tax the colonies ib. 

• represents 6ur American af- 



fairs not so desperate as they have 
been 296 

- alludes to Ireland as the sup- 



port of our declining empire 297 
Warrant of commitment of Cc^nel 

Ethan Allen, &c. called for 339 
Weymouth, Lord, rises to support the 

proposed address to the King on his 

speech ' 34 

• Kk 
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Weymouth, Lord, thinks America 
must be brought to reason by force 

^5 

— endeavours to justify tiie 

speech of the Earl of Siiirolk 123 

• declares tliat his heart and 



voice were for peace, v/hcn that 
could be honourably obtained 124 
■■■ ■' persists in the pacific inten- 
tions of France and Spain 22% 
pleads total ignorance of 



any treaty being wgncd between 
Trance and America 27a 

positively repeats the same 

assertion of ignorance cf the treaty 

- delivers a message from the 



King respecting the treaty between 
France and America 314 

moves for an address to the 

K?ng in reply thereto ib. 

-opposes an amendment made 



in the address, because it was an ac- 
cusation against ministers 316 

attempts to find an apology 

foV his silence 326 

■ delivers a message from the 



King for calling out the militia ib. 

. moves for an address of 

thanks to the King ib. 

opposes the Duke of Rich- 
mond's address to the King 367 



Weymouth, Lord, considers the ad- 
dress a&an inyasion on the preroga- 
tive of the crown 368 

i presents a message from thcP 

King for provision for his children 

374 
— , : — moves for an address on that 

occasion ib. 
objecSl^s to the inquiry into 

the Saratoga affair, as out of time 

448 

opposes the motion for de- 
ferring the prorogation of Parlia- 
ment 453 

Wooldridge, Mr. Alderman, (called 
to the bar,) states the number of 
ships lost by capture, &c. 196 

produces a" manuscript acJ- 

count of the above ib. 

states the average value of 

a ship and cargo trading to America 
ib. 

1 — produces some other curious 

articles in proof of the losses sus- 
tained in trade by American priva- 
teers . 197 
- states what was the trade to 



America and the West-India islands 
before the prebciit lamentable dis- 
putes 198 
Wycombe," Lord. See Shelbumc, 
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